
Tint ItHlglon of Clitna. 
Buddhism 1b the principal religious 

faith of the Chinese. Long as this 
religion has existed, it Is little under- 
stood by Americans. Its founder, 
Buddha, was born fi23 years before the 
Christian era. His theory of deity 
embraced a trinity, known as the 
Three Precious Ones. The moral code 
of the religion contains ten prohibi- 
tions—killing, stealing, lying, selling 
Avine, charging interest on loans, 
speaking false of others, self-praise 
and back-biting, parsimony and scof- 
fing, uncorrected anger and reviling 
the Three Precious Ones. 

The Buddhist church in Thibet has 
its pope, its cardinals, Its bishops, 
priests and nuns, exactly as has the 
Tloman Catholic church. And more. 
It has infant baptism, confirmation, 
candles, sacred water and processions. 

The teachings of Buddha were re- 

duced to writing 93 B. C. The entire 
canon of the faith was complied in 
A. I). 400. In this Buddha Is described 
as coming from heaven, being born of 
a virgin, welcomed by angels, re- 

ceived by an old saint, presented in a 

temple, baptized with water and later 
by fire. He is described as astonish- 
ing the doctors with his understand- 
ing, was later led into a wilderness, 
where he was tempted by the devil, 
and thereafter he went about doing 
wonders and preaching. He was a 

friend to the poor. 
It seems doubtful when Buddhism 

was introduced into China. It is re- 

corded, however, that in the year C3 
A. D. the emperor, Han-Ming-Ti, had 
a vision wherein he saw a great gold- 
en image around whose head was a 

halo, and it was believed it meant 
truth. The emperor’s brother, Prince 
Tsu, having heard of Buddhism from 
India, said the vision was nothing but 
the great Buddha. A mission was sent 
forth, which returned after some years, 
bringing back a wooden image, a 

counterpart of the golden one, one 
book and a Hindu priest. 

The great temple at Pekin, called 
the Yung-Ho-Kung, or the Lama 
temple, is a Mongol Buddhist monas- 
tery, in which there are some 1,200 
acting priests. Here the dogmas of 
Buddhism are taught under the con- 

trol of a Gagan, or living Buddha. 
The studies comprise a course of in- 

struction in metaphysics, ascetic du- 
ties, astrology and medicine. 

Many Chinese are Confucians. These 
follow the teachings of Confucius, 
which are the worship of ancestors. 
One of the provisions of this creed is 
that no son shall live more expensive- 
ly than his father or mother. 

ClilneHe Ildtle*. 

Contrary to general supposition, the 
deities of the Chinese are not mythi- 
cal. Each of them is supposed to he 

patterned after and to embody the 1 

noble traits of some man who has 
lived in the past. Confucianism Is 
now well understood, and both Bud- 
dhism and Taoism have been so thor- 
oughly explored that it is hard to be- 
lieve that anything of importance re- 

lating thereto Is to be discovered. At 
1 least one more book upon this topic, 
! however, remains to be compiled— 
! namely, a Chinese mythological dic- 

| tionary. Such a work should contain 
an account of all the principal divini- 
ties actually worshiped by the Chinese, 
with authentic details of such as are 

historical, together with a record of 
the steps by which many of them have 
been promoted in the Chinese pan- 
theon. until, like Kuan-TI, the god of 
war. from very humble beginnings 
they have become ’adjuvant of 
heaven.” The number of these divin- 
ities is very large and includes many 
that have been continuously worshiped 
for over 1,000 years. Whether the 
Chinese have ever at any time in their 
long history had perception or con- 

ception of one true Cod, "Father and 
Creator of all things,” is a question 
that has been long and learnedly dis- 
cussed by scholarly students of their 
classical writings, it is still an open 
question. But there is no doubt at all 
that for many centuries past they have 
worshiped the sun, the moon, the | 
stars and a host of ancestral deities. | 
All the gods of China may be said to 
have been dead men, and, by the right 
of ancestral worship, it may be 
affirmed that in a sense all the dead 
men of China are gods. Temples are 

constantly erected, by the consent of 
the emperor, to men who, while living, 
have in various wrays distinguished 
themselves. It is impossible to say 
that any one of these men may not, in 
the slow evolution of ages, rise to the 

highest place among the national di- 
vinities. There can, therefore, be no 

doubt whatever that as a nation the 
Chinese are polytheistic. 

Chlnenu Sij|n ri(illijn. 

Similar in some respects to the cele- 
bration of ('hristmas in Christian 
countries is the observance of the 
devil's birthday in China. On this an- 

niversary many costly gifts are laid 
upon the altar of the evil one. There 
are many other superstitions current. 
In sending the kitchen god to heaven 
every year, the Chinese housekeeper 
has to burn it and let the fumes as- 

cend. It reports on the good deeds of 
the family for the year and brings 
good luck. Before burning it the 
housewife dips her finger in a Jar of 
molasses and smears the upper and 
lower lip of the idol, so that when he 
arrives at the pearly city he may tell 
a sweet tale on the family and thus in- 
sure benedictions. A family, when 
gambling, will cover the eyes of the 
idol until the card playing is through. 

A woman in Luhoh city went to the 
temple to pray for the recovery of her 
son from smallpox. He recovered, but 
was marked with the effects of the di- 
sease. She returned to the temple in 
a great rage, put a coll of rope around 
the Idol'.s neck and soused it several 
times in the river, saying: “I’ll teach 
you to lose your benign influence, you 
rascal." 

Cf'iiilon* to Foreign I’lmfnt. 

Each conflict in which China has en- 

gaged has resulted in a loss of terri- 
tory. The principal cessions made by 
the Mongol government as the price of 
peace have been the following: The 
Island of Formosa was ceded to Japan 
in 1895, after the war with China. In 
1897 Germany seized the port of Kiou- 
Chou on the east coast of the Shan- 
tung peninsula. her excuse for bo doing 
being a massacre of missionaries 
which had taken place therp. Two 
months later she received from China 
a ninety-nine year lease of the port 
and district. In 1898 Russia obtained 
from China a twenty-five-year lease 
of Fort Arthur, Talienwan and their 
adjacent territories and waters. The 
lease can be extended by mutual j 
agreement. The same year the Chi- 
nese government gave permission for 
Great Britain to occupy Wei-Hai-Wel 
for as long a period as Russia shall 
hold Port Arthur. To compensate | 
France for the concessions given to 
Great Britain and Russia a ninety- 
nine-year lease was given her of the 
bay of Kwang-Chau-Wan, on the 
coast opposite the island of Hainan, 
and last year two islands at the en- 

trance of the bay were definitely ceded 
to her. Hong-Kong was ceded to 
Great Britain in 1841. 

Tlio tliln«ne Trentf. 
The treaty between the United j 

States and China negotiated in 1858 
and proclaimed In 1860 provided that | 
the Chinese government should guar- 
antee protection to the American min- 
ister In his Journeys to and from Pe- 
kin, and should protect him and hts 
suite while in Pekin. The treaty of 
1868, negotiated by William H. Seward 
and Anson Burlingame, provides for 
the protection of American citizens, 
American property, and American 
trade. In article 1 it is declared: 
“Nothing in this article shall be con- 

strued to prevent the United States 
from resisting an attack by any hostile 
power or party upon their citizens or 

their property.” 

technical Graining. 
One of the best testimonials to the 

value of technical training as fitting 
a young man to become a successful 
wage-earner immediately is found in 
the report of the Georgia School of 
Technology. The school, w’hieh is in 

Atlanta, was established In December, 
1897, The legislature appropriated $10,- 
000 on condition that friends of the 
school would add $10,000 more. This 
was easily raised, and in 1898 about 
$20,000 worth of machinery and $13,500 
of material was given it. The textile 
department, which is said to be one of 
the beet in the country, was a new fea- 
ture of education in Georgia, and one 
that became popular at once. Instruc- 
tion is given in manufacture of all 
grades of cotton goods, in manual 
training, chemistry, dyeing, design- 
ing, and engineering. The report of 
the institution states) that of the nine- 
ty-four living graduates all but nine 
are employed in pursuits for which 
they have been fitted by their training 
at the school. They are mechanical 
engineers, superintendents of cotton 
mills, in machine shops, chemical fac- 
tories, oil mills, and other establish- 
ments of the same kind, nearly all be- 
ing in positions of authority and com- 

manding good wages. No better evi- 
dence of the practical value of practi- 
cal training could be asked than this. 

The Late Senator Gear. 
The late Senator Gear was one of 

the most familiar figure* at the capi- 
tal. having been a member of the Fif- 
tieth. Fifty-First and Fifty-Second 
Congress, and a senator for the last 
six years. He was re-elected to tha 
Senate by the Iowa legislature last 
winter, but the present term will not 

benator Gcur. 

expire umu next 

March. He was 
also assistant sec- 

retary of the treas- 
ury under Presi- 
dent Harrison, aft- 
er he was defeated 
for re-election to 
the Fifty-Second 
Congress. In the 
House of Repre- 
sentatives he was 

one of the most 
industrious mem- 

bers, and also one 

oi cue nearest-neaaea Business mem- 

bers. He was a member of the ways 
and means committee in the Fifty- 
First Confess, which framed the Mc- 
Kinley tarifT bill, and his knowledge 
of business affairs made him one of 
the valued advisers of Chairman Mc- 
Kinley. who intrusted to him the fram- 
ing of the tree-sugar clause in that 
work. The sobriquet of "Old Busi- 
ness” given to Mr. Gear while gov- 
ernor of Iowa followed him to Wash- 
ington, and in the House and in the 
Senate he was familiarly called "Old 
Business.” 

The franchises of nearly 1,000 cor- 
porations in Texan have been revoked 
because of their failure to pay the 
state taxes. 
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A. P. CULLEY. 

President. 
A. P. CI.LLKY, 

Cashier. 

FIRST BANK 
OP LOUP CITY. 

General Banking 
BusinessTransacted. 

Paid up Capital Stock $20,000. 

CORRESPONDENTS: 

Seaboard National Bank, New York City, N. Y. 

Omaha National Bank, Omaha, Nebraska. 

An $8.00 DICTIONARY for $1.00 
The New Werner Edition of 
Webster's Dictionary. 

Newly and magnificently illustrated. we offer 
you ihe i» *t Dictionary ever put on th< market at 
a low price. Thi« new edition contains ninny 
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Don't Be Fooled! 
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..TEA .. 

To protect the public we call 
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mark, printed on e*er> pack* 
age. Ilcmand the genuine. 

Fur Sale bj all Druggist* 

A $4.00 BOOK FOR 75cts. 
The Farmers’ Encyclopedia. 
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