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MY POPULIST FRIEND

DOMESTIC DISCUSSION CON-
CERNING LABOR STRIKES.

His Wife Draws a Countrast Belween
Conditions of the Labor Market Toduy
und Those Which Existed Under Free

Tarlfl Tinkering.

“There {3 some of your hoasted Me-
Kinley prosperity,” said my Populist
friend, as he came into the house, sat
down upon the couch and threw his
hat upon the stand. *“I saw great gobs
of it hanging around the street cor-
ners. Men, {dle men, miners not
working, on a strike—all they had to
do was to vote for the advance agent
of prosperity and everything would be
lovely, plenty of work, wages would
B0 up—beautiful, beautiful, beau-ti-
ful. Strikes! You can read of them
just any time you want to. Every
miner in Burlingame is out, Why
don't you talk? Why don't you say
something, eh?”

“Did you order your corn harvester
when In town today?” meekly asked
the little wife,

“Corn harvester! Corn harvester!
Pumpkins and squash! That's it,” he
exclaimed. “That’s it; eternally try-
Ing to change the subject when you're
cornered. 8trikes are touchy subjects
with you Republicans. 1 don't won-
der, for you have so many of them.
It's a sore spot.”

“The men of the mines in town have
quit, have they?" she asked,

“Quit!” ejaculated my Populist
friend, “I should say so. They are out
in every town in the county, You
could see them hanging around on

rock pille and street corners. 1 sup-
pose they were dilating on the beau-
ties of a protective tariff for the bene-
fit of the wage earners.

“l suppose, then, that you will not
buy that corn harvester?” she sug-
gested,

“Come, stick to the subject,” he an-
swered Impatiently. Don’t be always
fiying the track when you are getting
the worst of it.”

The patient little woman only
emiled as she asked: “Many idle
miners been along here hunting a job
of corn cutting this fall?”

*N-n-0-0; none,” he replied,

“Oh, I only remember hearing you
say,"” she asserted, “that if they were
as plenty this year as they were four
or five years ago, you would give them
a job cutting the big corn crop and
would not buy a harvester, so I
thought that as they are idle now
you'd probably change vour mind as
to the harvester and let them do the
work.”

“Now what are you getting at, any-
way?" he asked. *“You are the hard-
est woman to understand.”

“Oh, I think not,” she answered,
good naturedly. “Four or flve years
ago, when we were under Cleveland's
blesgsed policy of buying many manu-
factured goods abroad, mills were
closed, factories idle, transportation
light, demand for coal slack, mining
dull, times hard, and how often we
used to see the miners from town
along here hunting corn-cutting jobs?
Haven't seen any of it this fall, have
you?”

“No, but we have strilies,” he re-
torted.

“Didn’t have any then,” she an-
swered., ‘It was pitiful. It was all the
same; strike or no strike, there swas
little for them to do.”

“But if times are go dreadfully
good,” he demanded, “I'd like to have
you account for this strike, right here
at our home town.”

“Account for it? Why, of course.
Be patient., Have you read their reso-
lutions?" she inquired, and as he did
not reply she proceeded with, “Note
the commencement of them. That is a
whole chapter in itself. ‘Wheicas
there is a widespread business activ-
fty, and then they demand a 20 per
cent raise of wages. The operators
offer them a 10 per cent advance.”

“That's it. Try to argue out of it,”
interrupted my Populist friend, almost
sneeringly.

“What sort of resolutions were la-
borers passing ‘four years ago?" she
proceeded, not noticing his interrup-
tion. “Wouldn't they have com-
menced, ‘Whereas, there is widespread
business disaster;’ or ‘whereas, we are
on the verge of moral, political, mate-
rial and several other sorts of ruin;
therefore we demand a remedy.’
Why, husband! The ‘Whereases'
alone ought to convinece you of the
difference between the times that fol-
low the free trade and those of McKin-
ley prosperity. Then the miners here
were so anxious to get a little work
that they took what they could have
at what wages they could get without
thought of protests, thinking only of
an opportunity to change so that they
could get old times and wages again.
That opportunity came. The laboring
men of the country joined the busi-
ness lnterests, voted down Bryan and
his free-trade, [ree-silver theories,
voted In MeKinley and his protective

policy. Mills open, [factories start,
smokestacks belch forth, rallroads
busy, demand for coal great, miners

ask an advance In wages. If the mine
owner len't as lively about glving It
to them as they think he ought to be,
they lay off to hurry him uwp a little,
and so we have a strike. But you will
notice that strikes In these times are
always for an advance of wages. The
coal operators will give an advance:
they have already sald they eould
They must have the men back at work
te All orders, orders which they did
nedt have and counld not get under the
tarift reform administration. ™

“There It poes again” he growled
“you always run It late the tarin "

“That s where all
American laboy mnaturally lead a dis
cuselon, replied the good little
womanh: Mt he anawered her not
B € M. In American Yoonoaist
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES.

Active in Thelr ¥atred of Protectlion
and Thelr Friendship for Aguloaido,
In its search Yor light on the trust

question the Civie Federation of Chl-

cago lately sent out letters to a large
number of writers and thinkers, with-
out regard to their party predilections,
inviting an expression of thelr views
as to the most effective manner of
dealing with capitalistic combinations
in the United States, Here was the

American Free-Trader's chance. One

would have thought that our domestic

Cobdenltes, who never cease to worry

over the wrongs suffered by foreign

producers, would have tumbled over
each other In their haste to take ad-
vantage of esuch an opportunity to

ventilate thelr pet theory that the
more money a country sends abroad
for the purchase of foreign commodi-
ties and the less money it spends for
articles produced at home, the richer
that country will become.

But they did not spring to the front
with anything like common accord.
Far from It. Out of 155 letters re-
celved by the Chicago Civic Federation
only three prescribed the removal of
protective duties as the proper way of
dealing with trusts. Why only three?
Is the American Free-Trader growing
gcared at the effect already produced
by the proposed abolition of defensive
duties at a time when the beneficent
effects of the prevailing economic pol-
icy are go vividly impressed upon the
public mind? There is, to be sure,
some reason for the exercise of cau-
tion, In the presence of phenomenal
prosperity of a tariff system which
furnishes abundant revenues while at
the same time piling up huge trade
balances which threaten the world's

financial equilibrium by transferring
the financial center from Europe to
America, the American Free-Trader
may properly pause in his assaults

upon the general welfare of his coun-
trymen, Ilas he paused, and will he
stay paused?

Probably not. Certainly the New
England Free-Trade league shows no
such signs. It is still in the saddle,
booted and spurred. One of its most
warlike members, Mr. William Lloyd
Garrison, has just been firing himsell
off to the following effect:

“BEach tariff must be more drastic
than its predecessor, ealling for in-
creased stimulant, Its purpose i{s con-
stantly neutralized by the active law
of freedom, which it disregards. The
Dingley tariff, the latest and most out-
rageous of the despotic acts of a
democracy, early develops signs of
failure, and a foreign war was pre-
cipitated largely to cover high tariff
shertcomings and justify new edicts
for revenue. But the higher the tariff
wall, the more internal monopolies are
fostered.”

“The active law of freedom”™ is not
a happy phrase in this connection.
Formerly it had a vastly different sig-
nificance. An awcestor of this same
Garrison used it to some purpose in
his warfare against free trade in hu-
man flesh and blood, Then the prinei-
ple was Iinvoked in the noble effort to
strike from 4,000,000 blacks the shack-
les of slavery, Now we find a degener-
ate sclon advoecating “the active law
of freedom™ as a means of placing
shackles upon 20000000 of American
WAge earners, Times have Indeed
changed when a man bearing the name
of William Lloyd Garrison divides his
time about equally In shouting for free
trade and Aguinaldo—for industrial
slavery at home and for the uncurbed
revolt of seml-barbarians In the Philip-
pines, However, it must he confessel
that the combination s homogeneous
The two things go together extremely
well,

Vorelguers | ndersiand,

Mr. Elverton R. Chapman
prom inent stock exchange Hrm  of
Moore & Behley, who has recently re
turned from Europe, reports that thefe
has bevn a decided improvement dur
ing the last twelve manths In the sen
timent in England in regard to Amerl
can investments The investing pub
e In England he saye % sgaln
looking to this sountry for safe and
profitable lnvestment of capltal Aa
IHustrative of thie Mr. Chapman tells
of & broker on the London Blockh Ex
change oho showed him his memoran
dum bonk of the day s transactions on

llf the

‘Change. MHe had exeonted over thirty ]l with domesile woul Inlerests
orders v Ameriean sliwhs
L

AN EASY WINNER.

The increasing confidence shown by
forelgn investors in the value of Amer-
lecan securlties is merely a reflection of
the great industrial prosperity of this
country. The American people don't
need any information as to the confi-
dence of foreigners in American stocks
to tell them that we are in the midst
of great natlonal prosperity, Every
one in this country has had personal
experience of progperity since the pas-
sage of the Dingley law. But the in-
vestment of foreign capital in Ameri-
can securities {8 a not unwelcome in-
dication that our prosperity I8 so ex-
tensgive and of such a character that
even the conservative British public
has confidence in its stability and in
its lasting qualities. Free-trade fanat-
les may talk of making a winner of the
free-trade issue, but men who deal in
the practical affairs of life, either here
or abroad, don't have much idea that
the American people will throw away
prosperily again as they did in 1892,

Demoeratle Campaign Fallures.

The Democratie campaign in Ohlo,
Iowa and Nebraska has fallen flat. In
1862, when there had been thirty years
of prosperity with scarcely a break, It
was easy to delude people with the
idea that they were not as prosperous
as they ought to be, and by promises
that free trade would benefit them, to
get them to vote the Democratic ticket,
The free-trade plea was a very plausi-
ble one. It was not hard to make peo-
ple believe that wherever a tariff was
imposed on any article the consumer
had to pay it. It was apparently be-
yond a doubt that such was the case,
It was more difficult to show the in-
fluence of home competition, the ef-
fecet of increased work on wages and
prices, and so the play “went.” The
cery “the tariff is a tax” won the elec-
tion of 1892,

A Democratic tariff was tried, and
every one knows what a magnificent
faflure it was. Its failure thoroughly
convinced the pcople, for a generation
at least, that a calamity ery was sim-
ply an election dodge, and it will not
work again. The attempt to convince
the people that the country is on the
verge of dissolution because there is a
Philippine war, or because the United
States is enlarging its border, is worse
than useless. lowa, Ohio and Nebras-
ka will all give good Republican ma-
jorities this fall.—Moline (Ill.) Dis-
patch.

Typlenl Columbin,

We should not be surprised to find
that the American superiority lies in
the national mastery of detail, which
is their note also in manufactures.—
London Daily News, Oct, 21, 1899,

This iz a British newspaper's com-
ment on the victory of a Yankee boat
over a British boat in the international
yvacht race which ended Oet, 20, 1899.
“National mastery of detall” is only
another way ol saying “national su-
préemacy in mechanical arts,” the prod-
uct, as the British free-traders now ac-
knowledge, of the American policy of
high wages. Steady and constantly in-
creasing employment at what foreign-
ers have called an extravagant rate of
compensation has developed In the
United States a degree of skill and
efficiency far beyond anything to be
found in the 0ld World. We show It
In everything we produce, from a steel
rail to a $350,000 salling yacht. The
“Columbla” Is a true type of the land
whose name she bears and whose flag
she floats.

What Hreunght It About.

A lake steamer that cost $210,000 to
butld last year cannot be duplicated
now for less than $300.000, Hut there
i no trust In the shipyards of the
Great Lakes. The difference In cost Is
due to the scarcily of materials apd

the general advance In wages. The
rate per ton for freight has about
doubled since the leginning of the

season and vesse

Nelther the

¢ OWNers are proapes-

Ul tarif nor trusts ewt

any fgure, but Republican “proaper
iy has brought It about Warren
(Ohlo) Chronlele

What Dess This Mean?

Every woul grower of the country
howld ask his IMETeAsMAR Or seha-
tor whether the iomas authorisies
Lhroughout 1l winiry are cullecting
the Suly wn w ws intended by the |
Dingley taril T ] » slalemen’
of a reliable authorlly in close touch

W hal

Joss It m«an?®

Fom

many months to lal

Constance, on the German side, nhave
wondered at a huge and curiously
shaped building which has floated
adent one half mile from the shore ol
Friedrichshafen The structure
over o0 feet long, 75 [ wide and 65
feet high In the front i ed
tllil.i.-l.'_‘_ comes to o (P | ne liKe
the wedge-shaped ends of the locomo-
tives that have been built secentls
atizin high speeds by being formedd
that there shall be litt re 10 0
the al

I'he bullding has been guarced nig h
ana day and none was allowed ty ap
preach it, Whenever the doors
open for any length of time the en
trances have heen coverad with heavsy

curlaing, so that even the most g
of the inhabitants
towns have
{ what
nlace,
guessed
matter
house,

of the surrounding

falled utteriy to find on’
wag going on in the mysterious
The only thing that could bLe
was that some rmment
was concealed in the float‘ng
for what
there was with the mainland

means of government vessels,

BOVE

little

was by

A correspondent for the Sunday
Press has discovered what has been
under way in this building. It is the

maminoth dirigible airship of Count
von Zeppelin, which Is being construct
ed under the supervision of the Ger-
man government, This is the great
balloon to which Major Baden-Powell,
hrother of Col, Baden-Pawell, the Brit-

ish commander at Mafeking, has just
drawn his government's attention as
the most jmportant efflorts of recent
vears, He describes it graphically as
saying that it resembles the slender

aluminum, containing a large number
of balloons,

Its total capacity s about ten tons.
About $350,000 have been spent in the
construction, the plans having been ap-
proved by the German government.
Major Baden-Powell says it I8 hoped to

two miles an hour,

Rumors have been bheard from time
to time about this alrship, but detalls
were lacking and none of those econ-
pected with s construction could be
indueed to say a word, The pleture
and deseription of the balloon which

are printed here make the frst au-
thentic and detalled news to reach the
about this the most ambltious

|

|

|

]

|' world

i attempt of modern times to solve the

| freatl problem of navigating the alr

i Count Von Zeppelin s a German sol
dier, Tnmous for his de iperate ride in'»

heart of the

the Franco-Prusalan war
vorning on the

for yeams, and

th bullding of

rhamined

e eheiny » coun'ry In

He has heen

plans for the alrship

long befare he began
hin man had

o gulred paten

ter bhe
ahd eVerly

all avallable

el seemmed \a

when he ready o
Bad at his
" n of iImpraveents abd
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skeleton of a huge battleship made of |

drive the vessel at the rate of twenty- |

peror Willlam has been enthuslastic

over the matter, and Count vou Zep- |

clin has had ample and ready nid In

the last two years doring whi~h the
loon has been under way

The ldea of bullding the airship in a

Moating building wae= adopted for many
CASONs One wag that made ge-
ey ena’ Another, the more im-
portant one, is thet it will enabis (Le
makers to launch the balloon readily
and to make trial trips with it at will

Therefore, the building was ¢

ninety-five exceedingly buoyant pon-
toons, and so anchored that [t can |
wing with the wind, always turning
itserear end to the breeze. It will be
possible, therefore, to launch the bal-

loon in the direction of the wind at any

given time In addition, the bhuilding
Is so arranged that the part which
holds the airship can be hauled out

like the
is 8o hauled out it floats on separate
pontoons This will give to the bal-
lonn a free start at any time, and wiil
malke it ea=y Lo return it to the build-
| ing,

The balloon is 475 feet long, shaped
| like a torpedo, and its diameter is 36
feel. The skeleton Is of aluminum,
amd its base consists of sixteen ribs of
aluminum shaped as polygons, with 24
angleg, They are fixed and braced in
their positions with aluminum wires,
which radiate from common centers
like the spokes of a wheel. This skel-
eton is separated into seventeen sec-

VON ZEPPELIN AIRSHIP UNDER CONSTRUCTION,

| tlons which are movable independently
of each other., The whole is enmeshed
with ramie fiber netting, to hold It to-
| gether, so that the airship really Is 17
| balloons fastened together with an out-
glde covering.

The texture with which each bal-
loon skeleton is surrounded to hold the
| gas I8 n new material made of cotton
| and rubber combined,

‘ Together the balloons have a capac-
ity of 10,000 cuble yards. The carrying

‘ abllity is what Major Raden-Powell
says it ls—ten tons, RBut the Inven-
| tor and bullders say that this welght
| can be carried even should one or
more of the balloons become disabled

The motive power will be furnished

by Lenzine, Fhis has been selected,

desplte lis Inflammatory qualities, be-

cause It was found that even the best

uf electirie acrcuamulators were [

heavy. The englnes for utilizing the

naphtha are wonderfully light, belng

bullt of aluminum bronaze, and they are

designed so that praciically It will be

imipossible for fire to reach the bal

loom in addition the aleship Is to

dresasd wilh vmbustible ma

e hon

terial

Fhe engines and the passengp=rs will |

e carried In two aluminum gondolas,

cach aboul thirty feel long, which will
bow wepended under the body of the
balloen with firm aluminum girders
The two gondolas will be connectied
with o swinging platform of aluminum
nelting

Fhe crew I8 o conslat of Ave med

[ ut van Esppelin, in command; twe

rected on |

drawer of a deck, and when it |

DETAILS OF ZEPPELIN AIRSHIP

l engineers and two machinisis,. They
will be enough to handle the engines
and the weights which are to deter-
| mine the position and direction of the
| eraft. These weights are suspended
under the gondolas on a cable which
permits them to be moved from one
end of the balloon to the other. When
they are hauled to the stern the air-
ship will point upward. If it is de-
sired to gink the craft the weights are
ent to the bow. This arrangement
akes much unnecessary work from the
| engines, and enables them {o devole
thelr entire power to the great pro-
pellers, of which there are four. They
are made of aluminum and made like
[ the screws of a ship, and they are at-
| tached to the sides, not the ends, of

the alrship, The ends are
to Immense rudders,

It is known that great sums of money
have Dbeen furnlshed from official
sources for the work, and the king of
Wurtemburg as well as the emperor
of Germany has visited the building
often in the last yvear. The firgt trip
is to be taken hefore the end of No-
vember,

given up

Perfect Confidence,

From the Philadelphia Record: Per-
fect confidence is desirable between
couples engaged to be married, but it
is not always that the young woman
has as fine an opportunity to establisn
it as did a Norristown belle, to whom

TR

# wealthy bachelor had been paying
assidvous atiention.. After worrying
her a good deal about how many young
men had been In love with her, and
how many she had been attached to,
he asked her to marry him, adding
“Now let there be perfect confllence
between us. Keep nothing concealed
from me.” “Certainly,” replied the
glddy girl; “let us have no conceal-
meants,” and, jumping up.she snatched
the wig he wore from his head and
danced around the room with it. In
spite of this levity, the couple mar-
rled, and, from all accounts, are living
very happlly, more particularly as, by
means of using erude petroleum, a nlee
little crop of soft brown halr Is grow-
| Ing all over the husband's head. The
| man bad never heard of crude petro-

leum as a halr tonle until his wife told
I him about I, so If she had not en
[ fureed his confidence he would still be
| bald,
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The Censar
Newspaper Man— | should lke 1o tel-
egraph home that the commandiag
general s an Wiot! Censor- | regret
| to Inform you that we can permit the
| tranamisslon of no wilitary secrets
Life,

Mis Mimendmen.

ke - Do you agree with the sentl-
menl that & woman s as oM as she

looks? The Crusty Bachelor—| should
insert “ab least” before “as old’
Puck,




