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TALMAGE'S SERMON,

“SALVATION" THE SUBJECT OF
LATEST DISCOURSE.

“Seek and Ye Ehall Find, Rnock and It
Bhall Be Opened Unto Ye'—"Seek the
Lord While He May Be Found"—
Isalah 55:6.

' 1saiah stands head and shoulders
above the other Old Testament authors
In vivid desecriptiveness of Christ
Other prophets give an outline of our
Bavior's features. Some of them pre-
sent, as it were, the side face of Christ;
others a bust of Christ; but Isalah
gives us the full length portrait of
Christ, Other Scripture writers excel
in some things. Ezekiel more weird,
David more pathetic, Solomon more
epigrammatic, Habakkuk more sub-
lime; but when you want to see
Chrigt coming out from the gates of
prophesy in all his grandeur and glory,
you involuntarily turn to Isalah. 8o
that if the prophesies In regard to
Christ might be called the “Oratorio
of the Messiah,” the writing of Isalah
is the “Hallelujah Chorus,” where all
the batons wave and all the trumpets
come in. Isalah was not a man picked
up out of insignificance by Inspiration.
He was known and honored. Josephus
and Philo, and Sirach extolled him in
thelr writings, What Paul was among
the apostles, Isalah was among the
prophets,

My text finds him standing on a
mountain of inspiration, looking out
into the future, beholding Christ ad-
vancing, and anxious that all men
might know him; his volce rings down
the ages: “Seek ye the Lord while He
may be found.,” "Oh,” says some one,
“that was for olden times.” No, my
hearer. If you have traveled in other
lands you have taken a circular letter
of credit from some banking house in
New York, and in St. Petersburg or
Venice, or Rome, or Melbourne, or Cal-
cutta, you presented that Jetter and
got financial help immediately. And
1 want you to understand that the
text, instead of being appropriate for
one age, or for one land, is a clrcular
letter for all ages and for all lands,
and wherever it Is presented for help,
the help comes: “Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found.”

1 come today with no hairspun the-
orles of religion, with no nice distinc-
tions, with no elaborate disquisition;
but with an urgent call to personal re-
ligion, The gospel of Christ is a pow-
erful medicine: |t elther kills or cures.
There are those who say I would llke
to become a Christlan. I have been
walting a good while for the right
kind of influences to come;"” and still
you are walting. You are wiser in
worldly things than you are in religl-
ous things, 1f you want to get to Al-
bany you go to the Grand Central
depot, or to the steamboat wharf, and,
having got your ticket, you do not sit
down on the wharf or sit In the
depot; you get aboard the boat or
train. And yet there are men who say
they are waiting to get to heaven—
walting, waiting, but not with intelli-
gent waliting, or they would get on
board the line of Christlan influences
that would bear them into the kingdom
of God.

Now you know very well that to
geek a thing Is to search for it with
earneet endeavor. If you want to see
a certain man in this city, and there
is a matter of $10,000 connected with
your seeing him, and you cannot at
first find him, you do not give up the
gearch, You look in the directory, but
you cannot find the name; yocu go in
circles where you think, perhaps, he
may mingle, and, having found the
part of the city where he lives but
perhaps not knowing the street, you go
through street after street, and from
block to block, and you keep on search-
ing for weeks and months,

You gay: *It is a matter of $10,000
whether 1 see him or not,” Oh, that
men were as persistent In seeking for
Christ! Had you one half that persist-
ence you would long ago have found
him who 1s the joy of the [forgiven
gpirit. We may pay our debts, we may
attend church, we may relleve the
poor, we may be public benefactors,
and yet all our life disobey
H’o text, never seek God, never
galn heaven. Oh, that the spirit
of God would help me, while [
'1'ry to show you, In carrying out the
fdea of my text, first, how to seek the
Lord, and in the second place, when
to seek him,

1 remark, in the first place, you are
to seek the Lord through ecarnest and
belleving prayer. God s not an auto-
erat or & despot seated on a throne,
with his arms resting on bragen llons,
and a sentinel pacing up and down at
the foot of the throne God Is a father
seated In a bower, walling for his
children to come and ¢llmb on his
knee, and get his kiss and his bene-
diction, Prayer Is the cup with which
we g0 to the “fountain of living
water,” and dip up refreshment for our
thirsty soul. Grace does not come to
the heart as we st A cask at the cor-
ner of the house to cateh the raln In
the shower. It Is a puliey fastened to
the throne of God, which we pull,

the bilesasing,

1 Dot eare so much what posture
you take In prayer, nor how large an
amount of volew you we. You might
aet down on your face befare God, It
you did not pray right Inwardly there
nxbnm- You might ery
.t of your volee and unless you

h spirit within, your ery
would 80 80 Sarther up than the shout

smooth its ruffled plumage. You feel
its fluttering heart. You say, “‘Poor
thing, poor thing!"” Now a prayer goes
out of the storm of this world into the
window of God's mercy, and he catches
it, and he feels its fluttering pulse, and
he puts it in his own bosom of affec-
tion and safety. Prayer is a warm,
ardent, pulsating exercise. It is an
electrie battery which, touched, thrills
to the throne of God! It is the diving-
bell in which we go down Into the
depths of God's mercy and bring up
“pearls of great price.”” There was an
Instance where prayer made the waves
of the Gennesaret golid as stone pave-
ment. Oh, how many wonderful things
prayer has accomplished! Have you
ever tried it? In the days when the
Scotch Covenanters were persecuted,
and the enemles were after them, one
of the head men among the Covenant-
ers prayed: “Oh, Lord, we be as dead
men unless thou shalt help us! Oh,
Lord, throw the lap of thy cleak over
these poor things!"™ And instantly a
Scoteh mist enveloped and hid the
persecuted from their persecutors—the
promise literally fulfilled: “While
they are yet speaking I will hear.”

Have you ever tried the power of
prayer? God says: ‘“He i3 loving, and
faithful and patient,”” Do you belleve
that? You are told that Christ came
to save sinners. Do you believe that?
You are told that all you have to do to
get the pardon of the gospel is to ask
for it. Do you believe that? Then
come to him and say: “Oh, Lord, I
know thou canst not lle. Thou hast
told me to come for pardon, and I
could get it. I come, Lord. Keep thy
promise and liberate my captive soul.”

Oh, that you might have an altar
in the parlor, In the kitchen, in the
store, in the barn, for Christ will be
willing to come again to the manger
to hear prayer. He would*'come to
your place of business, as he confront-
ed Matthew, the tax commissioner. If
a measure should come before con-
gress that you thought would ruin the
nation, how you would send in peti-
tions and remonstrances! And yet
there has been enough sin in your
heart to ruin it forever, and yon have
never remonstrated or petitioned
against it. If your physical health
failed, and you had the means, you
would go and spend the summer in
Germany, and the winter in Italy, and
you would think it a very cheap outlay
it you had to go all round the earth
to get back your physical health. Have
you made any effort, any expenditure,
any exertion for your immortal and
gpiritual health?

Oh, that you might begin to seek
after God with earnest prayer. Some
of you have been working for years
and years for the support of your fami-
lles, Have you glven one half day to
the working out of your salvation with
fear and trembling? You came here
with an earnest purpose, I take it, as
I have come hither with an earnest
purpose, and we meet face to face, and
I tell you, first of all, If you want to
find the Lord you must pray, and pray,
and pray,

1 remark agailn, yonu must seek the
Lord through Bible study. The Bible
{s the newest book in the world, Oh,
you say, “Iit was made hundreds of
years ago, and the learned men of
King James translated it hundreds of
years ago.” I confute that idea by
telling you it is not five minutes old,
when God, by his blessed spirit, re-
translates it into the heart. If you
will, in the seeking of the way of life
through scripture study, implore God's
light to fall upon the page, you will
find that these promlilses are not one
second old, and that they drop straight
from the throne of God into your
heart.
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Oh, my friends, {f you merely want
to study the laws of language, do not
go to the Bible, It was not made for
that. Take “Howe's Elements of Criti-
clam"—Iit will be better than the Bible
for that. If you want to study meta-
physics, better than the Bible will be
the writings of Willlam Hamilton.
But if you want to know how to have
#in pardoned, and at last to gain the
blessedness of heaven, search the
geriptures, “for in them ye have eternal
life.”

When people are anxious about thelr
gsouls, there are those who recommend
good books, That is all right. But I
want to tell you that the Bible Is the
best book under such circumstances,
Baxter wrote “A Call to the Unconvert-
#4,” but the Bible ls the best call to
the unconverted. Philllp Dodridge
wrote “The Rise and Progress of Re-
lglon In the Soul,” but the Bible Is
the best rise and progress. John Angell
James wrote “Advice to the Anxlous
Inquirer,” but the Bible is the best ad-
vice to the anxlous Inguirer,

Oh, the Bible Is the very book you
peed, anxlous and inquiring soul! A
dying soldler sald to his mate: “Com-
rade, give me a drop!” The comrade
shook up the canteen and sald: “There
lsn't & drop of water In the cantesn.”
“Oh," sald the dying soldler, "that's
not what 1 want; feel In my knap-
sack for my Bible,” and his comrade
found the Rible and read him a few of
the gracious promises, and the dying
soldier sald: “Ah, that's what | want.
There lan't anything lke the Hible
for a dylug soldier, s there, my com-
rade?™ Oh, bleased book while we
live! Rlessed book when we die!

Sin Ia an awlul disease. | hear peo-
ple say with & toss of the head and
with & trivial manner: “Oh, yes, I'm
& slnner” Bin la an awlul disease.
ks deproay., It s dropay. M
cumsumption It W all  mernal
dlsorders In one Now you hknow
thare s & cerisls In & dissass
Porhaps you Bave had some Hlustra.
ton af 1t In your family. Sometimes
the physician has called, and he has
loaked Al (he patient and said | bt

e was slmple esnough; but the

crisis has passed. If you had called
me yesterday, or this morning, I could
have cured the patient. It is too late
now; the crisis has passed.” Just so
it 1s In the spiritual treatment of the
soul—there is a crisis,

There are some here who can re-
member instances In life when, if they
had bought a certain property, thex
would have become very rich, A few
acres that would have cost them almost
nothing was offcred them. They
refused them. After a large
village or city sprung up on those
acres of ground, and they see what a
mistake they made in not buying the
property. There was an opportunity
of getting it. It never came back
again. And so It is In regard to a
man’'s spiritual and eternal fortune.
There i3 a chance; If you let that go
perhaps it never comes back. Certaln-
ly, that one never comes back.

A gentleman told me that at the bat-
tle of Gettysburg he stood upon a
height looking off upon the conflicting
armies, He sald it was the most ex-
clting moment of his life; now one
army seeming to triumph and now the
other. After awhile the host wheeled
in such a way that he knew that in
five minutes the whole question would
be decided., He sald the emotion was
almost unbearable, There is just such
a time today with you. The forces of
light on one slde, the forces of death
on the other side, and in a few mo-
ments the matter wlll be settled for
eternity.

There Is a time which mercy has
set for leaving port. If you are on
board before that, you wlil get a pass-
age for heaven. If you are mnot on
board you miss your passage for
beaven. As in law courts, a case i3
sometimes adjourned from term to
term, and from year to year, till the
bill of costs eats up the entire estate,
80 there are men who are adjourning
the matter of religlon from time to
time, and from year to year, until
heavenly bliss s the bill of costs the
man will have to pay for It,

Why defer this matter, oh, my dear
hearer? Have you any idea that sin
will wear out? That it will evaporate?
That it will relax its grasp? That you
may find religion as a man accidentally
finds a lost pocketbook? Ah, no! No
man ever became a Christian by accl-
dent, The embarrassments are all the
time increasing, The hosts of dark-
ness are recruiting, and the longer you
postpone this matter the deeper the
path will become. I ask those men
who are before me now whether in the
ten or fifteen years they have passed [n
the postponement of these matters,
they have become any nearer God or
heaven 1 would not be afrald to
challenge this whole audience, so far
as they may not have found the peace
of the gospel, In regard to the matter,
Your hearts, you are willing frankly to
tell me, are becoming harder and
harder, and that If you come to Christ
it will be more of an undertaking now
than it ever would have been before.
The throne of judgment will soon be
set; and, if you have anything to do
toward your eternal salvation, you had
better do it now, for the redemption
of your soul Is precious, and it ceaseth
forever,

Oh, if men could only catch one
glimpse of Christ, I know they would
love him! Your heart leaps at the
sight of a glorious sunrise or sunset.
Can you be without emotion as the sun
of righteousness rises behind Calvary,
and sets behind Joseph's sepulchre?
He is a blessed Savior. Every nation
has its type of beauty. There Is Ger-
man beauty, and Swiss beauty, and
Itallan beauty, and English beauty;
but I care not in what land a man first
looks at Christ he pronounces him
“chief among ten thousand and one
altogether lovely."”

FASTING FOR INVALIDS.

It Is a strorngly implanted idea that
when a person is ill feeding up must
be necessary, and all the more so when
no appetite for food exists. This is
quite an error Iin many cases, for it
may be that abstinence is needed so
that the digestive organs should have
rest in order to do their work as well
as ever agaln. Nature may generally
be trusted not to lead one astray, so
when there is a lack of appetite or
even a feeling of repulsion for fooq it
ig, as a rule, wise to abstaln from eat-
ing until the desire for food returns.

A person suffering acutely from In-
digestion cured himself by a fast last-
ing several days, during which he sat-
isfled his thirst with water, but took
nothing else. On the second day he
experienced the paln of hunger, hut he
persisted In his fast, and though |t
lasted six days he was able to do all
his work as usual, and without the
slightest Inconvenience, Then when
he took food again he found that his
dyspepsia had vanished and he was
able o digest ordinary food, which he
had not done for a iong time,

The man simply applied the treat-
ment advocated by v, Emmet Dens-
more, who says. “"The more serlous
the attack of iliness, the longer dura-
tiom of fast needed. From thres to
six days will be found usually the time
Indieated; but one, lwo o even three
weeks' fasting will be found advisable
in extreme cases. Lot nature be abe
solutely trusted. When the patien! has
been denled food long enough to aver-
come the inflammation, which is liable
1o be mistaken for appetite, then give
pourlshment as soon as and wo soones
than the patlent eraves for food.”

We may smile as much an wo choose
At Seriplure, yel every word that God
has spoken will be fuiflled. There
will bs compensations aud adjust-
menia,  And there will be wppariunis
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Future Steam Speeds at Sea. %

Writing In Cassier's Magazine on
“Future Steam Speeds at Sea,” Mr, J.
R. Oldham says: As to the speed of
the future, I remember reading an ar-
ticle on mechanical impossibilities
written about twenty-five years ago.
It was well written and possibly it was
generally correct, but one operation
which was cited as impossible of ac-
complishment, was that of propelling
a steamer at the rate of twenty-five
miles an hour across the ocean, At
that time the Atlantic had never been
crossed by a screw steamer at so high
a rate as fifteen miles an hour, the
Scotla being the fastest liner in those
days, she having crossed the Atlantle
at an average rate of 14 1-3 knots,
Steaming across the ocean at the rate
of twenty-five miles an hour might,
therefore, well have been looked upon
at that date as impossible, but today
there are steamers which have reached
that speed, and there are others in
course of construction which may
probably exceed that rate across the
Atlantie, Although, roughly speaking,
the power required to propel a steamer
varies with the cube of the speed, yet
before a third of the next century ex-
pires, another increase of at least 50
per cent in ocean speed may safely be
prophesied, How this is to be accom-
plished it would be too hazardous to
attempt to surmise; but I may point
out how [ think it will not be done,
and that is by carrying and handling
5,000 tons of bunker coals In a hull
drawing nearly 500 feet of water. The
model of the ocean mall steamer of
the next century will probably be that
of a very much enlarged “destroyer” of
great breadth and length and small
draught of water forward, Lighter
and stronger materlals will compose
the structure, which may be moved by
multiple propellers, possibly working
in a tunnel, so that a number of wheels
could be worked by separate shafts,
actuated by rotary motors, as the sizes
of screws shafts and engines even now
under construction are perilously
large; or the motive power may bhe
produced by compressed air or gas,
Then, the form of least resistance
probably belng discovered, the hull,
broad and light in comparison with the
augmented dimensions, will rise on top
of the waves rather than pass through
them. The rolling and pitching may
be more severe than at present, but
with improved cabins and a shortened
voyage the difference may not be no-
ticed. The construction of a steamer
of 65,000 tons will probably not trouble
the constructors of the future nearly
as much as did the building of the
Great Eastern those of the past. There
will be infinitely less labor, both men-
tal and physical, thau was required for
the construction of a great ship in
those days.

Portable Llectrie Lighter.

One of the most acceptable of mod-
ern convenlences is the electric gas-
lighting system which is found in all
modern houses, and the only reason
that it is not universal is because of
the inconvenience of running the tiny
cordlike wire through an old house.
As a structure is in the course of erec-
tion it is a very simple matter to bury
the wires in the walls, but after these
walls are once finished it is a more
serious problem. A means by which
this wiring is rendered entirely un-
necessary has been recently brought

before the patent authorities by an In-
ventor of Brooklyn, N. Y., who has
been granted a patent, By this de-
vice the act of turning on the gas is
made to temporarily close an electric
clrenit and establish connection be-
tween a source of electricity and an
Igniting coll located near the tip of the
burner. The source of the electricdity
Is a battery which may be carried In
the hand, as shown, or may be con-
tained In the handle of & lighter with
& Jaw extension to engage the gas cock
The essential feature of this patent is
the construction of the cock, which s
devignated In such & manner that one
part o insulated from the other, and
by this means & complete clrenit may
be established through the part com-
prising the cock and the pipe o the
1 and returning by means of an o
posed wire supported from the plpe
but thoroughly lusulated from It. Wy
ihis sohome any number of gas jeis
may be pul Into operation one alter
the other withou! the use of & mateh
ar Bame,

Tha Type Merght of & Han
Dr. Thamson 6 Knowledge cave in
every race (here are gertaln individuale
eluw o abuve shal Se Bay wim ™
most comman helght; the smalley In

dividuals may outnumber, balance, or
fall short of the taller indlviduals, se
that their fnclusion in the average
msy detract from the value of the re-
gult. For this reason the height of a
race is best expressed by means of a
binomlal curve, as was first suggested
by Quetelet and Galton. By the adop-
tion of such a method we are at once
enabled to recognize the standard of
height attained by the greatest num-
ber of individuals, whilst the sldes of
the curve will illustrate the proportion
of the various Individuals who fall
short of or exceed the common stand-
ard,
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. New Brick Design.

On account of the great age of the
building brick, it might be supposed
that its most perfect form would have
been discovered long ago, but an im-
provement has just been made and
patented by an inventor of Philadel-
phia, which looks like a promising In-
novation. On the two widest surfaces
of the brick are two wedge-shaped
pockets located on each slde of the
middle and deepest at that part toward
the extreme ends of the brick. When
one brick Is laid over another in the
familiar manner the pockets upon the
under surface of one layer of bricks
will be opposite or directly over the
next adjacent brick of the lower layer,
thereby forming rectangular chambers
or geats, in which the mortar or ce-
ment can be forced as the bricks are

X A ._/’;}/ 7 % N
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laid, The peculiarity of this construe
tion will be obvious at once, as the
bricks are held strongly agalnst
spreading or cracking by the mortar or
cement which ljes in the co-operative
depreszions In the superposed bricks
The cement I8 intended to fill these
spaces as well as between the edges
and center of brick, thus causing each
brick when subjected to strain to pull
agalinst another, because of the square
ghoulder or abutment produced by the
mortar lecated in its depression.

Reason of the Searcity of Rubber.

The scarcity of rubber is a matter
that attracts the attention of so many
different people, In so many lines of
applied science, that some facts from
one of the United States consular re-
ports bearing on the gubject will not
be amiss, The principal reason ad-
vanced to explain the lack of rubber
is the great difficulty in securing
enough men to go into the forests
along the Amazon and tap the trees,
There is no immediate danger of any
great shortage in the supply of rubber,
but conservative opinion in the Ama-
zon distriect holds that there is sure
to be a steady diminution of the out-
put for two very cogent reasons; first,
the trees growing near the banks of
the river are naturally the first to be
tapped, and as a result are now be-
coming exhausted, the milk becoming
peorer every year; second, the river
banks have all been worked inland for
a distance of about three miles from
their banks, and in order to reach the
fresh untouched rubber trees deeper in
the forest, a much loager time and a
very much larger number of men will
be.required. The finest rubber forests
are now sald to be along the Purus
river, one of the large tributaries ef
the Amazon from the south,

Seoteh Mists and Other Miste

Tourists in Scotland are sometimes
surprised to hear the name “mist"” ap-
plied to what seems to them rather a
shower of raln. The peculiarity of a
Scotch mist is that the drops of mols-
ture are very large and scattering,
This, according to the Investigations
of Mr. John Aitkin, is a result of the
purity of the air in the Highlands, An
ordinary mist, or fog, in a dusty coun-
iry or a smoky city, Is dense because
the molsture has Innumerable floating
particles to settle upon; but where the
air is free from dust the fog nuclel are
widely separated and resemble minute
drops of raln,

Reeent laventions,

To Insure the complete closure of a
Egas key when turning out the light an
improved lock has been designed, com-
prising a spring wire formed Into a
double loop, which s pivoted in the
fixture and presses against the side of
the key to force elther side back
against its shoulder.

In a newly designed self-lgniting at-
tachment for Incandescent gas burn-
ers the top of the chimney Ia fitted
with a mica hood, having a hole in one
side In which a plece of spongy plati-
num s suspended, with a flat plate
balanced on & bar to be lifted by the
gas and close the hole after the gas Is
lighted by the platinum.

A combined tobacco pipe and whistle
has been palenied by an Eaglishmans,
having the mouthplece screwed into
the end of & tube, with an opening In
the top of the tube, In which & ball
valve la placed 1o closa the opening
when amoking, the ball rising whea alr
ia forced in 1o blow the whistle,

To Insure & cul of the same deplh
on opposiie sides of & bourd & new saw
attachment ls formed of two lndepend.
et clamping membars which are ad-
Susted on the back of the saw and en-
tend loward the teeth, being set o slop
e cutting when thy saw has sase Lo
Unt dmired dopih

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

LESSON X, DEC. 3—NEHEMIAH
13: 18=-22.
P,

Chief Text—"Remember the Sabbath
Day That Thon Keep It Holy"—Ex.
20: 8—The Importance of Keeping
Strietly lloly on the Sabbath,

15, “In those days.” During Nehe-
miah's second visit to Jerusalem, while
making the other reforms. “Saw 1" He
did not depend on hearsay, but exam-
Ined for himself, and found the facts,

“In Judah.” 1In the country around
Jerusalem. “Treading winepresses on
the Bubbath.” The winepresses were large

vats Into which the grapes were placed,
and the juice trodden out by the féet of
men. “Bringing In sheaves.”” Gathering
thelr harveste and bringing them Into the
elty., "And bringing In sheaves,"” Into
the city, and Into the other walled towns,
In the Eagt the farmers all live in vil-
lages and towns, and go forth to cultl-
viate the surrounding country, It Is not
unusual, therefore, for them to bring
thelr harvest home to thresh it. 'The
farmers brought thelr grain within the
wallg of Jerusalem at the time of Nche-
miah, to secure it aguainst robbers, for
the country was then in an unsettled and
unsafe condition.—Land and Book, "Wine,
grapes and figs.” For storage and sale.
This required a large working force, and
tempted the people to buy and trade on
the Sabbath. Dy working thus on the
Babbath, they were ready for buginess as
soon as the SBabbuth was over,

16. "“There dwell men of Tyre also
therein, That I8, In the city, Jerusalem.
Devoted to commerce, they had formed
a Httle gettlement in Juden for the sale
of thelr merchandlse, fish (they were u
maritime people) and other things.—Pro-
fessor Toy,

17. “I contended.” Argued and used his
officlal authority, “With the nobles.” The
higher classes, the people of prominence
and Influence, who were the most (o
blame, since they had better knowledge,
and fuller control of thelr time, and who
could have the most influence In favoring
or oppoging the reform. Those who have
influence, whether of rank, or wealth, or
character, or office, should be doubly
careful as to thelr conduet, “A city sget
upen a hill cannot be hid." Those who
owr factorfes and stores, who control
rallroads and horse car lines, who are In
high office, have a large responsibility
in the matter of Babbath keeping.

18. “Did not your fathers thus?' Why
was Jerusalem destroyed? Where had
the nation been carried into captivity?
Why were they now weak, and poor, and
scattered? Let the prophets answer. One
reason was that thelr fathers had re-
fused to obey God's Sabbath Jaws, A
troken Babbath, was the answer (Jer, 17:
27; Ezek, 20:13, Se», also, Isa. 5813, 14).

19. “Began to be dark before the Bab-
bath.” At sunset of the previous day,
becausge their Babbath began then. “The
gates should be shut' as usual, only they
“should not be opened til! after the Bab-
bath, My servants set I at the gates.'
His own armed body guard, whom he
could trust, **That there should no bur-
den be brought in.” “Foot passengers
were, no doubt, allowed to enter and leave
the city on the Sabbath."—Pulpit Com.

20, 8o the merchants,” Not bellev-
Ing that the command would be strictly
enforced. “Lodged.” Camped outside
the walls, walting for the gates to be
opened on SBabbath morning, as formerly.

2. I testified against them.” Rebuk-
Ing, commanding. ‘““The merchants could
not leave thelr wares unguarded; and the
wares not being admitted Into the town,
they were obliged to camp out, Thus &
crowd was collected about the gates, and
a disturbance and excitement caused,
which was unsultable for the Sabbath.
To prevent this, Nehemiah threatened to
arrest the merchants, I will lay hands
on you.” Whercupon the practice was
given up.”—Pulpit Com.

22, I commanded the Levites'
“Leviles” would be more appropriate
keepers of the city gates on the Sab-
bath day than his servants, for whom
he, no doubt, had other uses. The Le-
viteg were therefore ordered to “cleanse
themselves,” that is, to purify themselves
from ceremonlal uncleanness, and attend
to guarding the gates on the Babbath day
as a religious duty, as indeed It was; for
It was to sanctify the Sabbath day, to
keep it sucred, to save it from viclation
and profanation by the trafficking of the
people.—Professor Toy.

Nehemiah's Prayer. This prayer for
remembrance s repeated scveral times,
each time after some hard-fought battle.
It is not a prayer of pride or selfishness,
but “the natural and proper desire of
the soul for recognition by God." (Beo
Psa, 18:24; 2 Cor. 5; 10.) Nehemlah had
made many enemies by his course. Men
cursed him, but he would look for his

The

blessings from God. He looked away
from his “light aMlction’ to the “far
more excceding and eternal welght of
glory.”

V. “The Babbath of To-day."—First.

The commond to Keep the Babbath s
written by God's own hand (1) In the
law of God, and (2) In the nature of man,
and written In the law because it is writ-
ten In nature, The Fourth Command-
ment Is just as much in force to-day as
any other of the Ten Commandments,
Jesus Christ in no way abolished the
Sabbath law, He only Interpreted it, and
rescued it from Pharisaie tradition nnd

slavery. 1t i the very helght of absur-

dity to suppose that he would abolish a
luw absolutely necessary to the best wel-
fare of man, and put nothing better in Its
place,

adurance No Longer a Virtoe,

A janitor in a neighboring school
threw up his job the other day. When
asked what was the trouble he an-
gwered: “I'm honest and 1 won't
stand belng slurred, 1 1 find & pencil
or handkerchlef about the school when
I'm sweeping | hang It up, Every lit-
tle while the teachers or some one that
|8 too cowardly to face me glves me a
slur.” “In what way?"' asked an offi-
cer. “Why, a little while ago 1 saw
written on the board, ‘Find the com-
mon multiple.’ Well, | looked from
cellar to garret and 1 wouldn't know
the thing If 1 met It on the street.
What made me quit my job? Last
night, in big writin’ on the blackboard,
it sald, ‘Find the greatest comivon dl-
visor, Well, 1 says o myself, both
them darned things are lost now and
'l get blamed for swiplng ‘em, 80
1"l quit~ Reuben Republivan,
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SCRAPS,

New York has a Mebrow palatery’
anlon.

Kansas pays Ita governor only §2.509
A Year,

A pure bive ls showh by experiment
10 be the natural celor of waler

Lumbor exports from the Uniied
Siates will amount his year Lo nearly

The largesl malteh
| Morid s ab arbertes, O
| 100 000,000 & day,

factory In the
s capacily
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