
TALMAGF/S SFRMON. 

•’SALVATION” THE SUBJECT OF 

LATEST DISCOURSE. 

'*8eek and Ve Shall Find, Knock and It 

Shall Be Opened Unto Ve"—"Seek the 

Lord While He May Be Found"— 

Isaiah 85: U, 

Isaiah stands head and shoulders 
above the other Old Testament authors 
In vivid deseriptiveness of Christ, 
Other prophets give an outline of our 

Savior's features. Some of them pre- 
sent, as it were, the side face of Christ; 
others a bust of Christ; but Isaiah 
gives U3 the full length portrait of 
Christ. Other Scripture writers excel 
in some things. Ezekiel more weird, 
David more pathetic, Solomon more 

epigrammatic, Habakkuk more sub- 
lime; but when you want to see 

ChrlBt coming out from the gates of 

prophesy In all his grandeur and glory, 
you involuntarily turn to Isaiah. So 
that if the prophesies in regard to 
Christ might be called the “Oratorio 
of the Messiah," the writing of Isaiah 
is the "Hallelujah Chorus," where all 
the batons wave and all the trumpets 
come In. Isaiah was not a man picked 
up out of insignificance by inspiration. 
He was known and honored. Josephus 
and Philo, and Slrach extolled him in 
their writings. What Paul was among 

the apostles, Isaiah was among the 

prophets. 
My text finds him standing on a 

mountain of inspiration, looking out 
into the future, beholding Christ ad- 

vancing, and anxious that all men 

might know him; his voice rings down 
the ages: “Seek ye the Lord while He 

may be found." "Oh," says some one, 

"that was for olden times.” No, my 
hearer. If you have traveled in other 
lands you have taken a circular letter 
of credit from some banking bouse in 
New York, and In St. Petersburg or 

Venice, or Rome, or Melbourne, or Cal- 
cutta, you presented that letter and 

got financial help immediately. And 
I want you to understand that the 

text. Instead of being appropriate for 
one age, or for one land, is a circular 
letter for all ages and for all lands, 
and wherever It is presented for help, 
the help comes: "Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found." 

I come today with no halrspun the- 
ories of religion, with no nice distinc- 

tions, with no elaborate disquisition; 
but with an urgent call to personal re- 

ligion. The gospel of Christ is a pow- 
erful medicine: it either kills or cures. 

There are those who say "I would like 
to become a Christian. I have been 

waiting a good while for the right 
kind of influences to come;" and still 

you are waiting. You are wiser in 

worldly things than you are in religi- 
ous things. If you want to get to Al- 

bany you go to the Grand Central 
depot, or to the steamboat wharf, and, 
having got your ticket, you do not sit 
down on the wharf or sit in the 

depot; you get aboard the boat or 

train. And yet there are men who say 
they are waiting to get to heaven- 

waiting, waiting, but not with intelli- 

gent waiting, or they would get on 

board the line of Christian Influences 
that would bear them into tbe kingdom 
of God. 

Now you know very well that to 
seek a thing is to search for it with 
earnest endeavor. If you want to see 

a certain man in this city, and there 
Is a matter of $10,000 connected with 

your seeing him, and you cannot at 
first find him, you do not give up the 
search. You look in the directory, but 

you cannot find the name; you go in 
circles where you think, perhaps, he 

may mingle, and, having found the 

part of the city where he lives, but 

perhaps not knowing the street, you go 
through street after street, and from 
block to block, and you keep on search- 

ing for weeks and months. 
You say: "It is a matter of $10,000 

whether I see him or not.” Oh. that 
men were as persistent in seeking for 
Christ! Had you one half that persist- 
ence you would long ago have found 
him who is the Joy of the forgiven 
spirit. We may pay our debts, we may 
attend church, we may relieve the 

poor, we may be public benefactors, 
and yet all our life disobey 
the text, never seek God, never 

gain heaven. Oh. that the spirit 
of God would help me, while I 
try to show you. In carrying out the 
Idea of my text, first, how to seek the 
]>ord. and in the second place, when 
to seen him. 

I remark, la the flret place, you are 
to seek the Lord through earnest and 
believing prayer. Qod la not an auto- 

crat or a despot sealed on a throne, 
with bis arms resting on brauen Huns, 
and a sentinel pacing up and down at 
tbs foot of the throne Gud Is a father 
seated In a bower, walling for his 
children to come and climb on bis 
hnee. and get bis hiss and his bene- 
diction. Prayer It the cup with which 
we go to tbe "fountain of living 
water,'* and dip up refreshment for our 

thirsty soul. Urare does not come to 
the heart as we set a rash at the cor- 
ner of the house to catch the rate la 
the shower It Is a pulley faeteaed to 
the throes of Qod. which we pull, 
brlpglag the bleeeiag. 

I do not rare so a»u#h what posture 
you tabs la prayer, aor how large aa 

amount of votes you w«e. You might 
gel dowa o* your face before Qod. If 
you did hot pray rtght lawardly there 
would bo m reopoaee You might cry 
at the top of y«or voice, aad unless you 
had a believing spirit within your sry 
would go eo farther up thea the shout 
•f a plow-hoy St hie ossa Prayer must 
he beitevta*. earueet tovtag You ere 

la your baua# aniaa aossmer day. aad 
a afetwor posaaa a#, aad a bird, affright. 
•4 garia Iota the *ltf**« aad wheels 

l^ssi the room You Seise it You 

smooth Its ruffled plumage. You feel 
its fluttering heart You say, "Poor 

thing, poor thing!” Now a prayer goes 
out of the storm of this world Into the 
window of God’s mercy, and he catches 
it, and he feels its fluttering pulse, and 
he puts it in his own bosom of affec- 
tion and safety. Prayer is a warm, 

ardent, pulsating exercise. It is an 

electrl* battery which, touched, thrills 
to the throne of God! It is the diving- 
bell in which we go down into the 
depths of God’s mercy and bring up 
"pearls of great price.” There was an 

Instance where prayer made the waves 

of the Gennesaret solid as stone pave- 
ment. Oh, how many wonderful things 
prayer has accomplished! Have you 
ever tried it? In the days when the 
Scotch Covenanters were persecuted, 
and the enemies were after them, one 

of the head men among the Covenant- 
ers prayed: "Oh, Lord, we be as dead 
men unless thou shall help us! Oh, 
Lord, throw the lap of thy cloak over 

these poor things!" And instantly a 

Scotch mist enveloped and hid the 
persecuted from their persecutors—the 
promise literally fulfilled: "While 
they are yet speaking I will hear.” 

Have you ever tried the power of 

prayer? God says: "He is loving, and 
faithful and patient" Do you believe 
that? You are told that Christ came 

to save sinners. Do you believe that? 
You are told that all you have to do to 

get the pardon of the gospel is to ask 
for it. Do you believe that? Then 
come to him and say: "Oh, Lord, I 
know thou canst not lie. Thou hast 
told me to come for pardon, and I 
could get It. I come, Lord. Keep thy 
promise and liberate my captive soul.” 

Oh, that you might have an altar 
In the parlor. In the kitchen, In the 

store, In the barn, for Christ will be 

willing to come again to the manger 
to hear prayer. He would*come to 

your place of business, as he confront- 
ed Matthew, the tax commissioner. If 
a measure should come before con- 

gress that you thought would ruin the 

nation, bow you would send In peti- 
tions and remonstrances! And yet 
there has been enough sin in your 
heart to ruin It forever, and you have 
never remonstrated or petitioned 
against it. If your physical health 
failed, and you had the means, you 
would go and spend the summer In 

Germany, and the winter In Italy, and 
you would think it a very cheap outlay 
If you had to go all round the earth 
to get back your physical health. Have 
you made any effort, any expenditure, 
any exertion for your immortal and 

spiritual health? 
Oh, that you might begin to seek 

after God with earnest prayer. Some 
of you have been working for years 
and years for the support of your fami- 
lies. Have you given one half day to 
the working out of your salvation with 
fear and trembling? Y'ou came here 
with an earnest purpose, I take it, as 

I have come hither with an earnest 

purpose, and we meet face to face, and 
I tell you, first of all, if you want to 
And the Lord you must pray, and pray, 
and pray. 

I remark again, you must seek the 
Lord through Bible study. The Bible 
Is the newest book In the world. Oh, 
you say, "It was made hundreds of 

years ago, and the learned men of 

King James translated it hundreds of 

years ago.” I confute that idea by 
telling you it is not Bve minutes old, 
when God, by his blessed spirit, re- 

translates it into the heart. If you 
will, In the seeking of the way of life 

through scripture study. Implore God’s 

light to fall upon the page, you will 
And that these promises are not one 

second old, and that they drop straight 
from the throne of God Into your 
heart. 

* * a 

Oh, my friends, if you merely want 

to study the laws of language, do not 

go to the Bible. It was not made for 
that. Take "Howe's Elements of Criti- 
cism"—it will be better than the Bible 
for that. If you want to study meta- 

physics. better than the Bible will be 
the writings of William Hamilton. 
But if you want to know how to have 
sin pardoned, and at last to gain the 
blessedness of heaven, search the 

scriptures, "for in them ye have eternal 
life." 

When people are anxious about their 
souls, there are those who recommend 

good books. That is all right. But I 
want to tell you that the Bible la the 
best book under auch circumstances. 
Baxter wrote "A Call to the Unconvert- 
ed." but the Bible la the beat call to 
the unconverted. Phillip Dodrldge 
wrote "The Rise and Progreas of Re- 
ligion in the Soul," but the Bible Is 
the beat rise and progress. John Angell 
James wrote "Advice to the Anxious 
Inquirer," but the Bible ia the best ad- 
vice to the anxtou* Inquirer. 

Oh. the Bible la the very book you 
need, anxious and Inquiring soul! A 
dying soldier said to hU watt; "Com- 
rade, give me a drop!" The comrade 
•hook up the ranteen and said: "Thar* 
laa'I a drop of water In the canteen." 

Ob,** asld the dying soldier, "that's 
not *hat I want; feel In my knap- 
sack for my Bible," and hla comrade 
N»4 Ike Bible and read btm a few of 
lb# gracious promtaee. and Ike dytag 
eoldler as id "Ah, that's what I want. 
There Isn't anything like the Bible 
for a dying eoldler, Is there, my com- 
rade r* Oh. blessed book while we 

live! Blessed book when We die! 
iln la an awful disease. I bear peo- 

ple say with a toes of the head sad 
with a trivial anaaaer 'Oh, yea, I'm 
a eiaaer."* Sin la aa awful disease 
It U leprosy. It la dropsy. It ta 
• uaaumpUua It le all moral 
disorders In one New yea knew 
'here le n ertete In n disease 
Perhaps you have had s»<ae llluslra 
Boa of it la yoar family we times 
the paysuisa has tailed, a ad he baa 
neuaed at the patieat sad astd taai 
ode was simple caouchi but the 

crisis has passed. If you had called 
me yesterday, or this morning, I could 
have cured the patient. It is too late 

now; the crisis has passed." Just so 

it Is in the spiritual treatment of the 
soul—there Is a crisis. 

There are some here who can re- 

member Instances In life when, If they 
had bought a certain property, they 
would have become very rich. A few 
acres that would have cost them almost 

nothing was offered them. They 
refused them. After a large 
village or city sprung up on those 
acres of ground, and they see what a 

mistake they made In not buying the 
property. There was an opportunity 
of getting it. It never came back 
again. And so it is In regard to a 

man's spiritual and eternal fortune. 
There 13 a chance; If you let that go 
perhaps it never comes back. Certain- 
ly, that one never comes back. 

A gentleman told me that at the bat- 
tle of Gettysburg he stood upon a 

height looking off upon the conflicting 
armies. He said it was the most ex- 

citing moment of his life; now one 

army seeming to triumph and now the 
other. After awhile the host wheeled 
In such a way that he knew that In 
five minutes the whole question would 
be decided. He said the emotion was 

almost unbearable. There is just such 
a time today with you. The forces of 
light on one side, the forces of death 
on the other side, and In a few mo- 

ments the matter will be settled for 
eternity. 

There Is a time which mercy has 

set for leaving port. If you are on 

board before that, you will get a pass- 
age for heaven. If you are not on 

board you miss your passage for 
heaven. As in law courts, a case is 
sometimes adjourned from term to 

term, and from year to year, till ths 
bill of costs eats up the entire estate, 
so there are men who are adjourning 
the matter of religion from time to 

time, and from year to year, until 

heavenly bliss Is the bill of costs the 
man will have to pay for it. 

Why defer this matter, oh, my dear 
hearer? Have you any Idea that sin 
will wear out? That It will evaporate? 
That It will relax its grasp? That you 
may find religion as a man accidentally 
finds a lost pocketbook? Ah, no! No 
man ever became a Christian by acci- 
dent. The embarrassments are ail the 
time increasing. The hosts of dark- 
ness are recruiting, and the longer you 
postpone this matter the deeper the 
path will become. 1 ask those men 
who are before me now whether in the 
ten or fifteen years they have passed in 
the postponement of these matters, 
they have become any nearer God or 
heaven I would not be afraid to 
challenge this whole audience, so far 
as they may not have found the peace 
of the gospel, in regard to the matter. 
Your hearts, you are willing frankly to 
tell me, are becoming harder and 
harder, and that if you come to Christ 
It will be more of an undertaking now 

than It ever would have been before. 
The throne of judgment will soon be 
set; and, if you have anything to do 
toward your eternal salvation, you had 
better do it now, for the redemption 
of your soul Is precious, and It ceaseth 
forever. 

Oh, if men could only catch one 

glimpse of Christ, I know they would 
love him! Your heart leaps at the 
sight of a gloriou3 sunrise or sunset. 
Can you be without emotion as the sun 
of righteousness rises behind Calvary, 
and sets behind Joseph's sepulchre? 
He Is a blessed Savior. Every nation 
has Its type of beauty. There I3 Ger- 
man beauty, and Swiss beauty, and 
Italian beauty, and English beauty; 
but I care not in what land a man first 
looks at Christ he pronounces him 
"chief among ten thousand and one 
altogether lovely.” 

FASTING FOR INVALIDS. 

It Is a strongly Implanted Idea that 
when a person is ill feeding up must 
be necessary, and all the more so when 
no appetite for food exists. This ht 
quite uu error in many cases, for it 
may be that abstinence is needed so 
that the digestive organs should have 
rest in order to do their work as well 
as ever again. Nature may generally 
be trusted not to lead one aetray, so 

when there is a lack of appetite or 
even a feeling of repulsion for food it 
is, as a rule, wise to abstain from eat- 
ing until the desire for food returns. 

A person suffering acutely from In- 
digestion cured himself by a fust last- 
ing several days, during which he sat- 
isfied his thirst with water, but took 
nothing else. On the second day he 
experienced the pain of hunger, but he 
persisted In his fast, and though It 
lasted six days he was able to do all 
hta work as usual, and without the 
■lightest Inrouvenience. Then when 
he took food again he found that his 
dyspepsia had vanished and he was 
able lo digest ordinary food, which ha 
had not done for a long tints. 

The man simply applied the treat- 
ment advocated by Hr, Fiuttirt Uens- 
morv, who says "The mots serious 
ths attack of Illness ike longer dura- 
tion of fast needed. From three to 
sis days will he found usually the time 
indicated; hut one, two or even threw 
weeks' fastis# will he found advisable 

I la extreme cases let nature he ab- 
solutely trusted When the patient has 
been denied food long enough to over 
runs the ihNammalloa. whira la liable 
to he mistaken for appetite, then give 
nourishment as soon as and u<> soonsf 
than (he patient stavea for food. 

We at ay smite as much as ws shoos* 
st iteriptur#. yet every word that tiod 
has spoken ntll he fultiled There 
wilt he eompeaaalluae aud adfunt- 
meat# awe there will be u^reossi. 
(lew for growth Hee, A A Jennings 
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X 
Future Steam Speeds at Rea. 

Writing in Cassier's Magazine on 
“Future Steam Speeds at Sea,” Mr. J. 
R. Oldham says: As to the speed of 
the future, I remember reading an ar- 
ticle on mechanical Impossibilities 
written about twenty-five years ago. 
It was well written and possibly It was 

generally correct, but one operation 
which was cited as impossible of ac- 

complishment, was that of propelling 
a steamer at the rate of twenty-five 
miles an hour across the ocean. At 
that time the Atlantic had never been 
crossed by a screw steamer at so high 
a rate as fifteen miles an hour, the 
Scotia being the fastest liner in those 
days, she having crossed the Atlantic 
at an average rate of 14 1-3 knots. 
Steaming across the ocean at the rate 
of twenty-five miles an hour might, 
therefore, well have been looked upon 
at that date as impossible, but today 
there are steamers which have reached 
that speed, and there are others in 
course of construction which may 
probably exceed that rate across the 
Atlantic. Although, roughly speaking, 
the power required to propel a steamer 
varies with the cube of the speed, yet 
before a third of the next century ex- 

pires, another Increase of at least 50 
per cent in ocean speed may safely be 
prophesied. How this is to be accom- 

plished it would be too hazardous to 
attempt to surmise; but I may point 
out how I think it will not be done, 
and that Is by carrying and handling 
5,000 tons of bunker coals in a hull 
drawing nearly 500 feet of water. The 
model of the ocean mall steamer of 
the next century will probably be that 
of a very much enlarged "destroyer” of 
great breadth and length and small 
draught of water forward. Lighter 
and stronger materials will compose 
the structure, which may be moved by 
multiple propellers, possibly working 
in a tunnel, so that a number of wheels 
could bs worked by separate shafts, 
actuated by rotary motors, as the sizes 
of screws shafts and engines even now 
under construction are perilously 
large; or the motive power may be 
produced by compressed air or gas. 
Then, the form of least resistance 
probably being discovered, the hull, 
broad aud light In comparison with the 
augmented dimensions, will rise on top 
of the waves rather than pass through 
them. The rolling and pitching may 
be more severe than at present, but 
with improved cabins and a shortened 
voyage the difference may not be no- 

ticed. The construction of a steamer 
of 65,000 tons will probably not trouble 
the constructors of the future nearly 
as much as did the building of the 
Great Eastern those of the past. There 
will be infinitely less labor, both men- 
tal and physical, than was required for 
the construction of a great ship in 
those days. 

Portable Electric Lighter. 
One of the most acceptable of mod- 

ern conveniences is the electric gas- 
lighting system which i3 found in all 
modern houses, and the only reason 
that it I3 not universal is because of 
the inconvenience of running the tiny 
cordlike wire through an old house. 
As a structure is in the course of erec- 

tion it is a very simple matter to bury 
the wires in the walls, but after these 
walls are once finished it is a more 
serious problem. A means by which 
this wiring is rendered entirely un- 

necessary has been recently brought 

before the patent authorltlea by an In- 
ventor of Jlrooklyn, N. Y., who hue 
been granted a patent, !!y thla de- 
vice the act of turning on the gaa la 
made to temporarily clote an electric 
circuit and eatabltah connection be- 
tween a aource of electricity and an 

Igniting coll totaled near the Up of the 
burner. The aource of the electricity 
ta a battery which may be carried In 
the hand, aa abown. or may be con- 
tained In the handle of a lighter with 
a Jaw eitenelott to engage the gaa corh 
The eaaenilal feature of thla patent ta 
the conetructlon of the rorh, which I* 
designated In eu<h n manner that one 

pert le Inauleled from the other, and 
hy thU meant a rompleta circuit may 
be eetebltahed through the part com 

prletng the rorh and the pipe to the 
Jet end returning hy meant uf an ea 

poted wire auppurled from the pipe 
but thoroughly Ineuiettd from It. Ilf 
Ihte a> heme any number of gae Jela 
may be put Into operation one after 
the ether without the u«w wf a match 
at name 

»*• tare M«ant at a ka<a 
rte tkwmeua in Knowledge oat la 

•very rare there are eerteln indltldual* 
peiow or aooe* abac we ■*<•» U>*S til 
m***l » >mmoa height. the amnU«i In 

dividuals may outnumber, balance, or 

fall short of the taller individuals, so 

that their Inclusion in the average 
may detract from the value of the re- 

sult. For this reason the height of a 

race Is best expressed by means of a 

binomial curve, aB was first suggested 
by Quetelet and Galton. By the adop- 
tion of such a method we are at once 

enabled to recognize the standard of 
height attained by the greatest num- 

ber of Individuals, whilst the sides of 
the curve will Illustrate the proportion 
of the various Individuals who fall 
short of or exceed the common stand- 
ard. 

_£•* 
New llrlrk Dcilgn. 

On account of the great age of tin 
building brick. It might be supposed 
that Its most perfect form would have 
been discovered long ago, but an Im- 
provement has Just been made and 
patented by an Inventor of Philadel- 
phia, which looks like a promising In- 
novation. On the two widest surfaces 
of the brick are two wedge-shaped 
pockets located on each side of the 
middle and deepest at that part toward 
the extreme ends of the brick. When 
one brick is laid over another in the 
familiar manner the pockets upon the 
under surface of one layer of bricks 
will be opposite or directly over the 
next adjacent brick of the lower layer, 
thereby forming rectangular chambers 
or seats, in which the mortar or ce- 
ment can be forced as the bricks ars 

laid. The peculiarity of this construo 
lion will be obvious at once, as tbs 
bricks are held strongly against 
spreading or cracking by the mortar or 
cement which yes In the co-operative 
depressions In the superposed bricks 
The cement Is intended to fill these 
spaces as well as between the edges 
and center of brick, thus causing each 
brick when subjected to strain to pull 
against another, because of the square 
shoulder or abutment produced by the 
mortar located in Its depression. 

Reason of the Scarcity of Rubber. 
The scarcity of rubber is a matter 

that attracts the attention of so many 
different people, In so many lines of 
applied science, that some facts from 
one of the United States consular re- 

ports bearing on the subject will not 
be amiss. The principal reason ad- 
vanced to explain the lack of rubber 
is the great difficulty In securing 
enough men to go Into the forests 
along the Amazon and tap the trees. 
There Is no Immediate danger of any 
great shortage In the supply of rubber, 
but conservative opinion In tho Ama- 
zon district holds that there is sure 
to be a steady diminution of the out- 
put for two very cogent reasons; first, 
the trees growing near the banks of 
the river are naturally the first to be 
tapped, and as a result are now be- 
coming exhausted, the milk becoming 
poorer every year; second, the river 
banks have all been worked Inland for 
a distance of about three miles from 
their banks, and In order to reach the 
fresh untouched rubber trees deeper In 
the forest, a much longer time and a 

very much larger number of men will 
be.required. The finest rubber forests 
are now said to be along the Purus 
river, one of the large tributaries *>f 
the Amazon from the south. 

Scotch Nliti amt Other Mlatr 
Tourists In Scotland are sometimes 

surprised to hear the name mist" ap- 
plied to what seems to them rather a 
shower of rain. The peculiarity of a 

Scotch mist Is that the drops of mois- 
ture are very largo and scattering. 
This, according to the Investigations 
of Mr. John Aitkin, is a result of the 
purity of the air In the Highlands. An 
ordinary mist, or fog, in a dusty coun- 

try or a smoky city, is dense because 
tiie moisture has Innumerable floating 
particles to settle upon; but where the 
air is free from dust the fog nuclei are 

widely separated and resemble minute 
drops of rain. 

Krrrnt Intention*. 
To insure the complete closure of a 

gas key when turning out the light an 

Improved lock baa been designed, com- 
prising a spring wire formed into a 
double loop, which Is pivoted In the 
fixture and presses against the side of 
the key to force either side back 
again*! Its shoulder. 

In n newly designed self-Ignltlng at- 
tachment for Incandescent gas burn- 
ers tbs top of ths chimney la fitted 
with n mica hood, hating n hole In one 

side In which a piece of spongy plati- 
num la suspended, with n lint plats 
balanced on n bar to be lifted by ths 
gas and dose the hole after the gas Is 
lighted by the platinum 

A com blued tobacco pipe and whistle 
has I•esn patented by au Englishman, 
hexing the mouthpiece screwed into 
the end of a tube, with an opening In 
the lop of the tube. In which a bail 
salve I* pie sd to (loan the opening 
when am thing the ball rhtlng when air 

is forced la to Idas the whistle. 

To insure n cut of the same depth 
on opposite sides of a hoard a nest saw 

allashment is formed of iwo Independ- 
ent damping members which are ad 
Justed on the bn h of the saw and as 

land toward ths teeih. beis* set In stop 
thd ;s,"*i a*.* the saw has pawn to 

UK 4«S red depth 
I 

TIIE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
LESSON X, DEC. 3—N EH EM I AH 

13: 15-22. 

Chief Text—“Remember tlie Sabbath 
I*ay That Thou Keep It Holy”—Kx. 
20: 8—The Importance of Keeping 
Strictly Holy on the habbatb. 

15. *'Tn those flays.” During Nehe- 
tnlah's second visit to Jerusalem, while 
making the other reforms, "Haw I,” He 
did not depend on hearsay, but exam- 
ined for himself, nnd found the facts, 

“in Judith." In the country around 
Jerusalem. “Treading winepresses on 
the Sabbath." The winepresses were largo 
vats Into which the grapes were placed, 
und the Juice trodden out by the Met of 
men. “Hrlnging In sheaves." (.lathering 
their harvests and bringing them Into tho 
elty. "And bringing in sheaves." Into 
tho city, and Into the other walled town*. 
In the East the farmers all live in vil- 
lage* and towns, and go forth to culti- 
vate the surrounding country, it is not 
unusual, therefore, for them to bring 
their harvest home to thresh It. Tho 
farmers brought their grain within tho 
walls of Jerusalem at the time of Nche- 
mlah, to secure It ngulnst robbers, for 
the country was then In an unsettled and 
unsafe condition.—Land nnd Hook. "Wine, 
grapes and ll*s." For storage and salt. 
This required a large working force, and 
tempted the people to buy and trade on 
the Habbath. Hy working thus on the 
Subbuth, they were ready for business a* 
soon as the Sabbath was over. 

16. "There dwell men of Tyro also 
therein. That Is, In the city, Jerusalem. 
Devoted to commerce, they had formed 
a little settlement in Judea for the sale 
of their merchandise, fish (they were a 
maritime people) and other things.—Pro- 
fessor Toy. 

17. “I contended.” Argued and used his 
official authority. "With the nobles." Tho 
higher classes, the people of prominence 
and Influence, who were the most to 
blame, since they tiad better knowledge, 
and fuller control of their time, and who 
could have the most Influence In favoring 
or opposing the reform. Those who have 
Influence, whether of rank, or wealth, or 
character, or office, should be doubly 
careful as to their conduct. ”A city set 
upon a hill cannot be hid.” Those who 
own factories and stores, who control 
railroads and horse cor lines, who are In 
high office, have a large responsibility 
In the matter of Sabbath keeping. 

IS. "Did not your fathers thus?” Why 
was Jerusalem destroyed? Where hud 
the nation been carried Into captivity? 
Why were ttiey now weak, and poor, and 
scattered? l,et the prophets answer. Ono 
reason was that their fathers had re- 
fused to obey God’s Sabbath laws. A 
t roken Sabbath, was the answer tJer. 17; 
27; Keek. 20:13. Se *, ulso. lsu. 56:13, M). 

19. “Began to be dnrk before the Sab- 
bath.” At sunset of the previous day, 
because thetr Sabbath began then. “Tho 
gates should be shut” as usual, only they 
"should not be opened til! aftPr the Sab- 
bath. My servants set I at the gates.” 
His own armed body guard, whom ha 
could trust. "That there should no bur- 
den be brought In.” "Foot passengers 
were, no doubt, allowed to i-nter ami leave 
the city on the Sabbath.”—Pulpit Com. 

20. "So tlie merchants.” Not believ- 
ing that the command would he strictly 
enforced. "Bodged.” Camped outside 
the wulls, watting for the gates to be 
opened on Sabbath morning, as formerly. 

2J. "I testified against them.” Rebuk- 
ing, commanding. "The merchants could 
not leave their wares unguarded; and tho 
wares not being admitted Info the town, 
they were obliged to camp out. Thus a 

crowd was collected about the gates, and 
a disturbance and excitement caused, 
which wus unsuitable for the Sabbath. 
To prevent this, Nehemlah threatened to 

arrest the merchants. "I will luy hands 
on you.” Whereupon the practice was 

given up.”—Pulpit Com. 
22. “I commanded the Reviles.” The 

"Levttes” would be more appropriate 
keepers of the city gates on the Sab- 
bath day thnn his servants, for whom 
he, no doubt, had other uses. The De- 
vitos were therefore ordered to “cleanso 
themselves,” that Is, to purify themselves 
from ceremonial uncleunness, and attend 
to guarding the gates on the Sabbath day 
as a religious duty, as Indeed It was; for 
It was to sanctify the Sabbath day, to 

keep It sacred, to save It from violation 
and profanation by the trafficking of the 

people.—Professor Toy. 
Nehemlah's Prayer. This prayer for 

remembrance Is repeated several times, 
each time after some hard-fought buttle. 
It la not a prayer of pride or selfishness, 
but "the natural and proper desire of 
the soul for recognition by God.” (Boo 
Psa. lS:2t; 2 Cor. 5; 10.) Nehemlah had 

made many enemies by his course. Men 
cursed him. but would look for his 

blessings from God. He looked away 

from his “light affliction” to the "far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory.” 
V. "The Sabbath of To-day.' —First. 

The command to keep the Sabbath is 

written by God's own band (1) In tho 

luw of God, and (2) In the nature of man, 
and written In the law because it Is writ- 

ten In nature. The Fourth Command- 
ment Is Just as much In force to-day as 

any other of the Ten Commandments. 
Jesus Christ in no way abolished tho 

Sahbath law. He only Interpreted It, and 

rescued It from Pharisaic tradition and 

slavery. It ts the very height of absur- 

dity to suppose that ho would abolish a 

law absolutely necessary to the best wel- 

faie of man, and put nothing better In Its 

place. 

Kntluraiire No Konger a Virtue. 

A Janitor In a neighboring school 
threw up his Job the other day. When 

asked what was the trouble he an- 

swered: "I'm honest and l won t 

stand being slurred. If I find a pencil 
or handkerchief about tbe school when 

|'m sweeping I hang It up. Kvery lit- 

tle while the teachers or some one that 
Is too cowardly to face nic gives me a 

slur." "In what way?" asked an »>m 

,er "Why. a little while ago I saw 

written on the board. Kind the om- 

mon multiple Wall. I looked from 

cellar to garret and I wouldo t know 

the thing If I n»*« II on “»• ,,"€l 

\Vh.U made me quit my J«h? l.ast 

night. In big w ruin' on the blackboard, 
it said Kind th*- greatest common dl- 

vtaor Well. I aaja to mreetf. both 

them darned things ara loet n«»w *•>! 

I U gri blamed for swiping '< m. so 

I'tl gall,"- dleuben MepublUan. 
.... 

HC H A PH. 

New York kaa a llebren piinierq 
ani« a .. 

Kansan pays Its governor on(y 

* >env. 
A pure blue te sbonn by vspsrigient 

i i« he ike naurnl ***»«» 

I umber esporta fr->m lb* ' * • 

Mglgg will amount tbla yenr to neavlp 

|&e.en«,ueg. 
Tba largeet ma*«h fa-lory In the 

norm »• •* « »•* eann* if 

a too nuw.unu n 4ey. 


