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TOWN FOUNDED FOR SMELT, .
KING OF MAINE FIN

Folk Live on the Ice of the Winding Bogaduce,
Sheltered in Their Shanties,

Brooksville, Me., Correspondence: As
soon as iee forms on the tortuous Bog-
aduce everybody—men, women and
children, the lame and Jazy, the rich
and poor—pushes a little 5x8 board
shanty onto the new lce and goes to
catching smelts. It is the one occu-
pation which everybody follows, and,
incidentally, it is the one calling which
vields more money than all the oth-
ers combined,

The modern smelthouse, as it Is, I8
a marvel. It is placed upon wide run-
ners, which are made longer than the
house, so that the weight may be
distributed over as wide an area of
ice as possible which proves of great
advantage early in the season when
the ice is thin, and pone but the
wealthy can afford to buy smelts. The
house, which is put on top of this sled,
is made of thin matched boards and s
four feet high at the eaves and six
feet In the peak. In front end is a
door. At the opposite end is a small
stove, The floor is double boarded
and sheathed to keep cut the cold, ex-
cept one board midway between the
ends, which is left unnalled, so it may
be lifted up to allow the lines to drop
through to the water,

In the shoal places along shore are
depressions in the mud that form

miniature bays of brackish water when

shoves his sled along until the hole
in the ice Is under the loose floor
board of the smelthouge, and then,
baiting two lines, each armed with
two hooks, he drops them into the
stream and sits down to awalt what
the tides may bring.

When smelis are bringing from 10
or 12 cents a pound In the New York
markets and the fish are running well
and biting greedily, the scene on the
frozen Bogaduce Is animated. From
Walker's Mill to the bridge which
crosses into the town of Penobscot the
river I8 dotted with tent-like houses,
giving one the impression that a vast
army has come along and camped on
the ice. If the surface is free from
snow and no wind s blowing, the
houses are ranged face to face, with
a street between, along which the
children romp and the young people
skate from daylight until long after
dark. At intervals along the main
gtreet are clusters of houses, which
mark the place where gome family has
founded a colony. Muny of these con-
tain no more than five or gix houses,
while others have fifteen or twenty.
In the course of a few days these
knots of buildings are called Walker-
ville, or Billingstown, or Blekfordshire,
according to the name of the famlily
which lives there. When a storm or
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allow their smelig to freeze In distort-
ed shapes, and who dump them into
the hold of vessels with forks and
take them to the cltles ag If they were
offal. The true Brookville smelt has
its remains decently composed before
it freezes, and every fish is packed by
heads and polnts, crossways In the
bhox, =0 as to make good stowage he-
fore the cover is nalled on. Tt Is a
local tradition that a crooked smelt
from the Provinces is no better than
a Yankee tomcod, and while this gtate-
ment may not be actually true, the
man who should come here and dis-
pute Ity accuracy would get himself
disliked,

Living within a mile of their work
—for the Bagaduce almost girdles
Brookville—the men folk in the fam-
ilies arise before daylight and go to
work without breakfast. As soon as
the morning meal {8 eaten at home the
wife or some member of the famlly,
relleves the fisherman, who breaks his
fast at his own table, after which
he attends to his barn work before re-
turning to the ice. lle is relieved in
a similar manner at dinner and sup-
per. Meantime, some of his family
drops in at odd spells, allowing him to
go from camp to camp and exchange
gossip. After supper great heaps of
driftwood that have floated down from
the sawmill are lighted on the jce, and
the whole town comes out for an ev-
ening party., The older people sit
around on shingle blocks in the camps
talking and laughing, while the men
fish and the women knit mitteng for

i THE QUEER SETTLEMENT ON THE ICE.

the tide goes oul. 'These spots are
marked by tall stakes before the river
freezes, the fisherfolk knowing that
when the tide recedes the minnows
and mummy chubs, which are used for
live bait, will seek out these pools
to await the coming flood, But cutting
holes in the broken ice near the stakes
the fishermen can run down small nets
and ¢ip up their bait by the pailful.
Having secured his hait, the fisher-
man cuts a long, narrow hole through
the ice near the channel of the stream,

wind comes up all the houses that face
the blast must be ghifted hindside be-
fore to protect the occupants,

As fast as the smelts are caught they
are laid out straight upon a board and
exposed to the cold to freeze, and no
sooner are they congealed clear
through than they are nailed up in
small wooden boxes and sent to mar-
ket. Brookville people take great
pride in preparing their fish for sale,
and have no patience with the New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia folk, who

the markel, The young people either
go skating in palrs, gliding far up the
stream among the dark woods, or if
the ice is rough or snowy they get
up little dances in the lee of the smelt-
houses, to a fiddle or an accordion.
Suspended from poles, the Chinese
lanterns cast ghastly lights upon the
gay scene, while overhcad the torches
of the aurora borealis flash across the
sky, and the fixed stars look at one
another and wink with a meaning that
is too deep for words,
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IN THE BERMUDAS.

Plagune of Cats and
Sparrows.

New York Journal: People arriv-
g in New York from Bermuda say
that the island is overrun by cats and
sparrows, The nuisance of the plague
has even been discussed in the Colonial
legislature at Hamilton. Visitors
from the United States seeking the
halmy climate of Bermuda are com-
plaining especially of the “cat gangs”
which nightly disturb thelr sleep,

There Is &

When the dog tax bill came up be-

fore the legislature last week, Dr, T,
A. Outerbridge. one of the members of

the council, proposed an amendment, |

In doing 8o he said

“1 should lke to see the bill recast
and a heavier tax put upon dogs, be
cause we have too many worthless curs
in Bermuda. 1 should also Hke 10 see
a tax put upon cats. You may laugh
but if there Is any useless animal in
this world It 18 a cat. Cats may he
of use In some countries but they are
of no wse here, They do not kil rats
They do destroy ou birds

I have not seen @ Lluebird In wix
woeeks, and there ought
of them here now from
have not seen obe this year., and b
fore long all our native birds will he
exterminated - between the cat and
the sparrows. ™

native
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after day

securing a bundle he scrambled to his
corner, saw half a dozen men ap-
proaching, and cried out: “Here's
your extra paper, just out, all about
the horrible—horrible—" Then he
stopped. He had forgoiten to look af
the headlines and find out what hor-
rible thing had happened. Hastily
turning ovér one of the papers, he
caught a glimpse of the account of
the Harvard-Pennsylvania football

game, The troubled look faded from
his face, a glad light came into his
eves, and he continued, “All about the
horrible football game."”
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Archery In the Heart of the Cily,
The military students at Tung-
Chou (China) are a consplenous nuis
ance, They have a way of using one
| of the main streets In the city as a
convenlent spot for practicing archery
and we have been repeatedly obliged
o edge up 1o the extreme edge of the

footpath to avold possible ecoentri
Nights of arrows Characteristically
It mever oceurs to them Lo suspend ap
erations for others’ safety or conven
lence, and minor accldents must he
pol wheommon v lad was bhirought to
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A COSTLY DINNER.
First of

Expensive Entertalnmeants In

New York Cilty.

Writing of the lavish expenditures
of New Yorkers, Euretta Van Vorst
[ recalls, in the Ladies’ Home Journal, a
dinner given in 188} by a man of
wealth which cost $10,000, and which
astonished his most extravagant as-
soclates, as it was the most oxXpensive
feast given up to that time. ‘Delmon-
ico, the nelpful resource of both those
who know and those who do not know
how to spend their money, was at a
loss to know how to dispose of this
then fabulous amount upon a single
meal, There weie seventy-two guests,
and they were entertained n  the
large ballrovm which In Delmonleo's
Fourteenth street establishment  has
seen 50 many social trlumphs. The
house had been Moses Grinnell's and
ever bore the imprint of 4 gentleman's
residence even when transformed into
a publle place of entertainment. The
table occupled the whole length and

BLUNDERING,
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Mrs. Cramer, a wealthy young wid-
ow, lived in a style of simple elegance
in a desirable quarter of the city., Her
personal attendant, Susie Moore, was
young, pretty, and coquettish, with
half a score of lovers at her heels, so

!t is not to be wondered at that
she was at times absentminded and
glddy,

Mrs. Cramer had gone out calling,
and Susie was doing two things at
once, Bhe was reading for the twen-
tleth time a declaration of love she
had recelved that morning and dusting
a4 marble-top table that stood In the
center of the room, An ominlous
crash which followed an unlucky whisk
of the duster caused her to drop both
the broom and the letter and exclaim:

“My goodness,” On the carpet lay
the fragments of a costly porcelain cup
a valued gift of the dear departed!
Instant dismissal was the least she
could expect In case of detection, and
how could detection be avolded? No
one else had access to the apartment,
and there wasn’t a cat on the premises,

But Busie wag a girl of resources. A
bright idea struck her and she ran to
the back yard, snatched up a stone
iwice as large as a hen's egg, and
dashed it through one of the panes
of a rear window, Then returning to
the parlor she picked up the stone and
laid It among the pleces of the broken
cup.

“But will that look right?” she ejac-
ulated, "People don't throw stones
through windows for nothing, and this
belng a back window, why—1I have it!"

Her Jove letter lay at her feet, It
had neither address nor slgnature,
though well she knew whence it came,
Catching up the missive and the mis-
#lle she hastily wrapped the one
around the other, securing the parcel
with a thread and placed it amid the
rulns,

Having finished her work, Susie
rlosed the apartment and took good
care not to be there when her mistress
returned,

If Mrs, Cramer was vexed when she
#eaw her broken cup and window, she
was indignant when she came to In-
vestigate the cause,

“Who can have dared to take such a
liberty 7" ghe exclalmed, crumpling the
paper In her hand, but she had scarcely
agked the question when a dark sus-
picion took possession of her.

The damaged window not only over-
looked her own back yard but the gar-
den of an adjoining proprietor, a gen-
tleman passlonately devoted to horti-
culture, and Mrs, Cramer had occaslon-
ally busied herself for a few minutes
in looking out upon his labors. The
two had often exchanged glances, but
never the slightest token of recogni-
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“MY GOODNESS.”

tion. She bad thought him a proper
man, and he had sometimes lingered a
little longer at his work than he prob-
ably would have done had the bright
eyes of the widow been absent,

To suspect was to resolve, and, In-
stantly tying up the stone in the letter,
as she had found them, she walked to
the window and with all her might
hurled back the hated message beyond
the enemy's conflues and al once re-
treated,

The innocent snd ussuspecting
nelghbor, who chanced to be stooping
out of sight, digging weeds in the
midst of the shrubbery, startled by the

body whizzing past in dangerous prox-
in time to cateh a glimpse of the wid-

ow's receding figure
But judge of his surprise as his eyes

fell on the strange object which had
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sound of what might be some meteoric |

Imity to his head, ralsed himself just |

“Tell your mistress,” he sald,
a gentleman desires to see her.”

“Please walk In,” Invited Susle.

The fair widow was prompt in mak-
ing her appeéarance.

“Mrs, Cramer, I am Mr. Rogers—
Elijah Rogers—your neighbor,” said
the caller, arising and Introducing
himself, with some nervousness and a
heightened color.

The widow bowed stiffly, for in Mr.
Rogers, though better dressed and of
course better looking than she had
ever geen him in his garden, she recog-
nized fmmediately the ruthless tres-
passer who had broken her window,
smaghed her china, and been pullty
of other acts agalnst her peace and
dignity.

“I searcely know, madam,” Mr, Rog-
ers began, after a painful pause, “how
to preface what 1 am about to say, but
the note——"

“That, indeed, requires
tion!" exclaimed the widow.

“And yet I had flattered myself that
it was sufficlently explicit,” returned
Mr, Rogers, somewhat disconcerted,

“Sufficlently explicit, no doubt,” con-
ceded Mrs, Cramer, “But the motive

“Do not say it was to decelve,” in-
terposed the caller,

“And the method chosen,” cried the
widow; “perfectly unheard of——"

“Whatever others may think,” sald
Mr, Rogers, “between ug two It can
never be misinterpreted.”

And Mr. Rogers told his love—told
it 8o much better than the stray note
could have done that the widow would
have wondered how much his tongue
wag mightler than his pen had she
been in any mood for such compari-
8ONS,

8he and Mr. Rogers have now been
married for many years, but whether
they have even discovered how the
broken cup first broke the ice between
them is more than [ can tell.—New
York Evening World.

THE NEXT CENSUS.

Congress will probably pass a bill at
this sesslon to provide for taking the
next censgus. The primary purpose of
the government in thus counting the
people, which the constitution requires
to be done once in ten years, is to
ascertain how many representatives in
congress ghall be apportioned to each
state. Until a first census could be
taken the constitution itself specified
the number of representatives allowed
to each of the thirteen states, Vir-
ginla was assigned ten members, Mas-
sachusgetts and Pennsylvania were al-
lowed eight each, New York and Mary-
land six each, and the other states
were granted representation in the
same arbitrary manner, The total
membership of the first house of rep-
resentatives was sixty-five,

The apportionment based on the first
census, that of 1790, allowed one rep-
resentative for every 33,000 people, as
near as the divisions could be made,
On that basig the membership of the
house became 105, By the next cen-
sus, ten years later, using the same
“unit of population,” the number of
representatives was increased to 141,

Since that time it has been neces-
sary with every new census to allow
a larger population to each distriet,
and also, with the exception of one
decade, to enlarge the membership of
the house. A part of the Increase has
been caused by the admission of new
states, There are now 357 men in the
house, and each congressional district
is made to contain as near 173,901 souls
by the census of 1890 as is possible,

The forthcoming census in 1900 will,
as usual, make a new apportionment
NeCcessary. The population of the
United States, which was 62,622,260 in
1890, will be, it is estimated, from
74,000,000 to 76,000,000, not including
our new possessions,

It is not desirable to have the house
of representatives made much larger
if its efMclency as a legislative body
is to be maintained. Hence, that in-
erease of population will probably
make necessary an enlargement of the
congressional distriet—perhaps an in-
crease to 20,000—which would be six
times the population of the original
unit of apportionment,

explana-

Energy to Spare,

“1 feel just as though [ had bLeen
drawn through a knothole,” declared a
Woodward avenue man of business,
and it was only 10 in the forenocon.

“Oul late to some party or theater?"”
laughed his  partner, “Can’'t stand
those things as you could when a
voungster. You do two men's work
here, and that demands regular hab-
its« far the rest of the twenty-four
hours,"” reports the Detroit Free Press.

'm as regular as & clock. 1| wasn't
out late at all, and haven't missed

golng to bed before 11 since holiday
week But the old gentleman Is visit.
ing e You don't know my father,
do you? HMHe's one of the honest yeo
manry of the |land Was reared a
furmer, and Is daposed to look down

upon almost every other calling as to
pirited American ot
lively as & crivket

e pendent for &
Ve He's 72, and
vining
that might well snivy him

Mut what has he 10 do with your
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“that | . On[y the First Step

is Difficult.”’
The first step in Spring
should be to cleanse Nature's
house from Winter's accumu-
lations. Hood's Sarsaparilla
does this work easily. It is
America’s Greatest Spring
Medicine. It purifies the blood,
as millons of people say.

It makes the weak strong, as nervous
men and women gladly testify, It
cures all blood disenses, as thousands
of cured voluntarily write. It is just the
medicine for you, as you will gladly say
after you have given it a fair trial,

Bad Blood - Although past 70 years of
age 1 am thoroughly well, It was three
bottles of Hood's Sarsaparilla that made
me 80 after spending over $60 In medical
attendance, J.tmuhle WAS A FUW sore on

my ankle 8. Louvisa Masox, Court
Street, Lowell, Mass,

nwm.—“mn worrying four
months I gave my children Huozln#aru'
rilla and it cured them of running sores,
ood’s Pllls cured me of ﬁn?mln and
constipation,” Mnrs, Kare K, Tuomas, 31
Governor Bt,, Annapolls, Md.
Consumptive —~*“Five years
ago I bad a consumptive cough which re-
duced me to a skeleton. Was advised to
take Hood's Barsaparilla which I did and
recovered normal health, I have been well
ever since.” MatiLpa Bripaewarer, Cor.
Pear] and Chestnut Sts., Jeflersonviile, Ind,

Never fJ.f_'“fpp{_HH! 5

Hood's Filla cure liver 111y, the non irritating and
the only eathartic (o take with Hood's Barsapariila.

A newly found letter by T, P, Bar-
num, one of the last he wrote, advised
young men to learn stenography and
typewriting, and adds: “Keep your
brains free from fumes of aleohol,
your blood freed from its taints, Avold
tobacco as polson It really is. Keep
yourself clean physically and morally.
(ive your body the care you would
give to any machine of which you re-
quire much good work.”

Coe’'s Cough Balsam
Ia the oldest and best. It wiil break up s cold quicker
than anything else. 1t isniways reilable, Try it

Statistics In regard to the amount of
money brought to this country by Eu-
ropean immigrants show tha: the Qer-
man I8 the richest, with an avernge
of 52, 60, while the Englishman {5 a
close second, with $52. The French-
man has $47.26 and the Belglan $45,
while the Irishman brings but $15, the
Russlan $12.50 and the Italian $10.
Probably the Italian takes more back
to his native land, howevey, than any
of the others

Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrap.
Forchildren teething, softens the gums, reduces fr
fswwation, sllays pain,cures wind colle. 23¢ & bottle

The Burlington route, advertisiug
from {ts office In Omaha recently, of-
fered a cash prize of $100 to the per-
gon who would send them the best plan
for encouraging immigration to Ne-
braska. Among the letters recelved
was the following:

“Republican City, neb., January 27,
1809, J. frances, g p: 1 saw youer add
in your paper asken advise of how to
gettle nebraska, for my 20 years' expe-
rlence that the grate part of nebraska
{s old batchus and alr longen for a
wife or a bousekeeper and the eastern
world s full of old mades and widoes,
now if the rallroads wood trasport
the old mades and widces to nebraska
free theair woodend bee no further
truble gboyt s;ttlo 8, l tell you ‘b
wimen healr that hair’t Ingaged alr
gearis then henes teath and most of the
girles marey when thealr 15, now If
theas old madee and old batchus go to
keepen hopse and tbe men healr that
all the widoes healv ship to nebraska,
you felowes wood just balf to put on
extra tralnes to carray the men.

Health for Ten Cents.
“ascarets make bowels and kidpeys act
paturally, destroy microbes, cure headache,
billiousness and constipation. All druggists,

It is hard for the preacher Lo keep
people from the opera in the week
when he runs as near to it as he can
on Sundays. -

THE EXCELLENCE OF SYRUP OF FIGS

Is due not only to the originality and
simplicity of the combination, but also
to the care and skill with which it is
manufactured by sclentific processes
klmm; W the Carironxia Fia Sysue
Co. only, nod we wish to ln u

all the lwportance of purum.‘:nh:
true and origioal remedy, As the
genulne Syeup of Figs is manufactured
by the Cavironxia Fia Svsue Co
only, & knowledge of that fect will
asalst one In avolling the worthless
imitations manufactured by othor par-
tles. The high standing of the Cans-

| vonxiA Fio svwer Coo with the medi-

val profession
whivh the genuin

aid the satisfuction
Myrup of Flgs has
Fiven o millions of families, makes
the name of the VMM Y B Rty
enee of s remody, 1t s

f all odbher laxntives,
kbklueys, lHver sl
ot ritating o wealen
ik 0L dows Bob grige uo
tn order o v b ibs bene el
v Wowia, please resvinlwr the nawe of
the Uiiupany

CALIPORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.
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