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GERMANY'S GRAND OLD MAN.

Story of the Life Work of the Late Prince

Bismarck—Ranks
Statesmen of

First Among the
Modern Times.

Prince Bismarck {s dead, and all
Germany is in mourning., Germans in
every land are sorrowful because he
that was the founder of the great em-
pire I8 no more, and people of every
civilized race lament the death of the
master hand that changed the map
of Europe from what it was in 1863
to what it is in 1808, Even in France
Bismarck is not hated. He was a
worthy foe, and the French love a
Lero,

Bismarek's life would read like a ro-
mance were he not a Prussian. His
march to fame was steady, and never
for a moment retrogaded.

LIFE OF PRINCE BISMARCK.

“Iron

Bketeh of the Carcer of the
Chancellor” of (iermnany.

Karl Otto Eduard Leopold von Bis-
mnarck Cchoenhausen, diplomatist and
statesman, prince of the German em-
pire and fieid marshal-general, came of
a Brandenburg family which traces its
records back to the fourteenth century.
The family came originally from Sten-
dal, a district about sixty miles from
Berlin. Bismarck himself was bora
April 1, 1815, at Schoenhauzen, whiech
for a long time was his favorite seat,
and the name of which he added to nls
own to distinguish himself from the
many other branches of his family.
The family quitted Burgstall, pear the
town of Stenda!, toward the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century in
consequence of troubles with the elec-
tor John George, and took up its resi-
dence in Schoenhausen. There have
been fifteen Bismarcks in direct line
from the prince who has just died back
to the first whoze name Las been pre-
served, who lived nearly 600 years ago,
1t is a stock of powerful virility, shot
through and through in all lts branches
with energy. Cool diplomacy, eccen-
tricity that is full of method, intoler-
ance of opposition, with a touch of the
true Mephistophellan humor—those
have been characteristics of the Bis-
marcks as far back as their genlus has
been matter for study and record.

Prince Blsmarck's Youth.

Prince Bismarck in youth showed no
trace, according to the best of! his
German biographers, of the qualities
that later won him the titie of “the
man of blood and iron.” In his sixth
year he was sent from the family resi-
dence on the Kniephof estate in Po-
merania to an educational institute in

PRINCE BISMARCK.
Berlin, where, it is sald, “the extreme
severity of the treatment wounded tpe
boy's soft nature. He had found his
brother Bernhard there, but still he
suffered greauy from homesickness,
and could not watch the plowman
plowing the flelds without giving way
to tears. The two boys passed from one
Berlin school to another, acvording to
their progress and ages, and later the
direction of thelr studies was confided
1o private tutors."” During this time
Otto was a pupll of the great theolu-
gian, Schlelermacher, who also con-
firmed him in the Lutheran commun-
jon. The tutor who at this time had
him in charge says he was g lad of
singularly quick apprehension and of
excellent memory. From the private
instructor he passed to the university
of Goettingen in 1832. It was intend-
ed that he should study jurisprudence,
but he disappointed his parents and
justified the observation of his early
tutor in showing no especial llking or
even aptitude for any study but that »f
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history. The history of his own coun-
try was a passion with him. As for
the rest of student life, young Bismarck
was ready for it all. His “soft nature”
had now become so tuorcughly subja-
gated that it is recorded that in three
semesters at the university he fought
no less than twenty-seven duels, in
every one of wich he was victorious.
In Prussian Landtag.

In the early part of the year cf his
marriage Biemarck was elected a mem-
ber of the newly constituted Prussian
landtag., It was a time of popular
ferment. Radlcalism was on the In-
creaze, The common people were
showing a disposition to question the
righteounaness of every time-honored
prerogative, and not a ruler but felt
his throne a-tremble with the premon-
itions of the storm that was to breal
in the coming year. Blsmarck was
now 32 years old, Tha day of his birth
had dawned but a few years after his
country had begun ita feeble and scem-
Ingly hopeless struggle against dis-
memberment at the hands of Napoleon
I. In 1807 DBlsmarck's discouraged
countrymen bad sgeea 150,000 French
troops encamped upon soil that nour-
fehed but 4,000,000 Pruasians, who had
to pay Napoleon a war indemnity that
emounted to $75 fer every man, wo-
man and child, Barcn von Stein, For-
elign Minister ven Hardenberg and
War Minister €charnhorst were labor-
ing to kindie Prussian patrictism and
eolidify the remnant of the state.
Three months before the banishment to
St. Helena of the author of this ruin
was born Bicmarck, who should re-
trieve the wreck.

Opposes Constitutional Reform,

The young member of the house c!
burgesses was unmcved by the mut-
terings of demociracy. He scorned the
movement cf the people, belleving
soulfully In the ability cf the aristoe-
racy to maintain what he believed to
be its divine prerogative—that of gov-
The broken pledges of King
Frederick Willlam II1. to give his peo-
ple a written constitution had receiv-
ed new sanction from Frederick Wil-
llam IV, who was no more willing
than his predecessor had been to ful-
fill his promiges. In the speech from
the throne he declared to the united
diet that he would suffer nothing to
change the natura] relation between
sovereizn and people; no conventional,
congtitutioral regime ghould intervene,
never would he conzent that a written
document should intrude between the
Lord God in heaven and his country
in place of the ancient faith., Such
royal tenacity promised i1l for consti-
tutional reforms. Bismarck wanted no
constitutional reforms. He bluntly
told the united diet it had no excuse
for convening. Those who had sus-
pected the young man of “liberalism”
saw their mistake. When an assault
on the Hohenzollerns woke him up it
awoke the most ardent of royallsts—
one who saw no place in the human
order for democracy; one who saw
even In constitutionalism cnly a tem-
porizing expedient for use in critical
situations. Bismarck saw in the con-
test a struggle between the principles
of order and the principles of dis-
order—a contest which was not to be
decided by debates and majorities.
“Sooner or later the God of battles
must cast the die.”

Leader of the Conservatives.

In the second gession of the Prus-
slan landtag (1850-1) Bismarck was
recognized as the leader of the con-
servatives. At its close he was ap-
pointed Prussian minister plenipoten-
tlary in the Frankfurt diet. Here he
showed himself the firm opponent of
Austrian pretensions. But a brief ex-
perience at Frankfurt convinced him
that little was to be hoped for under
the existing constitution, Already he
had come to believe that the malady
of the country could be healed only “by
fire and sword.” The tedium of his
pest at Frankfurt was interrupted by
diplomatic missions to Vienna and
Pesth (1862), to some of the South
German courts, and (1855) to the Em-
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peror Napoleon at Parils.

In January, 1859, he was appointed
ambassador at St. Petersburg. Here
he remained three years, and inmtl-'
ated himself with many leading per-
conages in Russian soclety. In May,
1852, he went to Paris as nmbamdor.|
from which post he was recalled in
September to become Prussian minis-
ter-president and chief adviser to the
king. Both as regards domestiec and
forelgn affeirs his position at first was
one of extreme difficulty. At home he
found himself engaged in constant con-
flict with the liberal majority of the
landtag on developing the constitu-
tional system and assuming control
over the military budget, which Bis-
marck was determined to retaln in the
hands of the erown. Abroad he found
himself menaced by Austria, which
was striving to obtain the hegemony of
CGermany, and by Emperor Napoleon,
whose eyes were fixed on Belgium and
the Rhine provinces, The skillful
diplomacy by which he averted the lat-
ter dangers was unknown to the pub-
lie, and his open deflance of the par-
liamentary majority made him ex-
tremely unpopular in Prussia.

Sehleawig-Holsteln Question.

The tide began to turn when he
brought the Schleswig-Holstein ques-
tlon (1863-4) to a successful conclusion,
By extraordinary firmness and adroit
diplomacy he succeeded in excluding
the Interference of neutral powers and
in securing the duchies for Germany.
After the Danes had been driven from
these states he asserted that they muat
be annexed to Pruzsia, and refused fo
allow the creation of a new semi-inde-
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FRIEDRICHSRUH, BISMARCK'S
LATE HOME.
pendent prineipality on the northern
frontier of the kingdom. The dispute
with Austria over this question becamne
so violent that It was plain it must |
eventually end in war. Bismarck's
greatest anxiety Juring this perlod waa
to secure the neutrality of Francz
without buying it Ly the ceesion of
German territory. In this he was
completely successful, chiefly owing to
Napcleon’s mistaken ULellef that the
war would end in the defeat and hu-
miliation of Prussia.
Attenpt on His Life.

On May 7, 1566, 2an attempt was made
on Bismarck's life by a youth named
Lionel Colien, who hoped to avert the
coming struggle in Germany by the
assassination of the unpopular minis-
ter. Bismarck escaped with a trifling
wound. On June 14 the federal coun-
cil, by a majority of nine votes to six,
declared war againet Prussia. Among
the states which supported Austria
were Hanover, faxony and Hesse.
Within the next few days the thres
states were overrun and disarmed by
Prussia. fere the end of June the
Prussian armles had crossed into Bo-
hemia; July 3 the Austrians were .le-
feated In cne of tha decisive battles of
the world—that of Sadowa or Konig-
gratz. Blsmarck was by King Wil-
liam’s slde throughout the combat. At
its close the re:zlstance of Austria was
over; but all Bismarck's diplomatic
skill was required to prevent the fruits
of victory being snatched from his
grasp by Emperor Napolecn,

Treaty of FPeace.

After prolonged conferences at Ni-
kolsburg, the definite treaty of peace
waa concluded at Prague, August, 1885,
By this treaty the German bund was
digsclved, a North German confedera-
tion under the presidency of Prussia
was erected, and Hanover, Schleswig-
Holstein, Hesse and a large part of
Saxony was annexted to Prussia, The
supremacy of Austria in Germany was
at an end, and that of Prussia estah-
lished. The war of 1866 left Bismarck
the most popular man next to the king
in Prussia. But he still had his dil-
culties with the parllament, for e
liberals and the radicals continued
their efforts to establish a constitu-
tional regime on the English model,
and Bismarck was equally determined
not to weaken the position of the crown
or to resign its control over the mili-
tary organization. He well knew that
a greater conflict than that of 1806 lay
before the country.

Chancellor of the North German Con-
federation.

In 1867 he became chancellor of the
North German confederation. For
three years he was engaged in prepar-
ing for the struggle with France, which
as he foresaw, was inevitable. Deeply
mortified by the results of the Sadowa
campaign and the Nikolsburg confer-
ence, and knowing that his position in
France was becoming daily more uan-
certain, Napoleon wasg oanly awaiting
an opportunity to attack Prussia, rely-
ing on the assistance of Austria, or at
least of the south German states. Aftar
ineffectual attempts to make an excuse
for war out ot the Luxemburg question,
and even of that of the St. Gothard
rallway, Louis Napoleon found one in
the candidature of Prince Leopold of
Hohenzollern for the throne of Spain.

In Berlin there was little reluctance
toward a war, for which Prassia was
infinitely better prepared than France,
but Bismarck's astute diplomaecy put
Napoleon I1I completely In the wrong,
and compelled him to force on hostil-
itles by a series of Insults to the Pras-
sian nation and its popular sovergizu.

Bismarck's Shrewd Stroke,

The wanton and apparently unpro-
voked aggression of the French emper-
or roused the spirit of the whole Geor-
man people, and Bavaria and Wurtem-
berg entered into the war with alae-
rity. A master stroke of Bismarck's
policy diverted the sympathy of the
neutral powers, and especially that of
England, from the French. On July
256 he published in the Times a draft
treaty drawn up by the French am-
bassador, Benedett|, according to which
Prussia and France were to arracge
for the annexation of Delglum by the
latter power. Bismarck had recelved
the draft in Benedetti's handwriting
as far back as 1867, but had adrolily
contrived to avold committing himseclf
to a decisive reply. The effect on Eu-
ropean and English public opinion was
instantaneous, On July 19 Blsmareic
announced in the reichstag that France
had declared war., On July 31 Bis-
marck left Berlin with the king and
the headquarters staff of the German
army. He was present In the earlier
battles of the eventful campaign that
followed. On the night of Sept, 2 he
arranged with the Emperor Napolcon
the preliminaries which led to the ca-
pitulation of Sedan. In October he
moved with the king to Versallles and
took up his quarters in a house in the
Rue de Provence, whenct he directed
the fereign policy of the federation and
recalved and repulsed the attacks cof
ihe French provisional governmeat to
make peace on easy tcrms, and the
efforts of tke peutral states at media-
tion,

Work for the German FEmplre.

At the same time that he was dle-
taticg terms of peace which compelled
France to restore to Germany the prov-
inces of Alsace and Lorraine, which
Louls XIV. had taken, and to pay a
war indemnity of nearly $1.000,000,000
—or three times the amount exacted
from Prussia by Napoleon I.—Bis-
mwarck was not losing sight of his am-
bitions for the house of Hohenzollern.
He now econcerned himself with the
transformation of the North German
bund inte the German empire, The
free town of Frankfort had recelved a
Prussian garrison, in spite of Indig-
nant protests, immediately after the
war with Austria, Hapover wes incor-
porated with the Germanic confedera-
tion, and at the close of 1846 Bilsmarck
had concluded with Bavaria, Baden and
Wurtemberg treaties of peace and al-
liances offensive and defensive, with a
provizo that in the event of war Prus-
sia should have the chief military com-
mand. The North German confedera-
tion, organized in 1867, which compris-
ed twenty-two states, represented a
population of 22,000,000, The king of
Prussia was at the head of this power-
ful combination, and a federal council,
composed of delegates of the different
steles, was established, together with
a dieto or common parliament, the
members of which were elected by uni-
versal suffrage., The great work of
making all the states of this confed-
eration acknowledge the sovereignty
of Prussia and the overlordship of the
Hohenzollerns— Bismarck's life work—
he accomplished Jan. 18, 1871, At
noon on that day the assembled Ger-
man princes, with the king of Ba-
varia at their head, acclaimed King
William as “Deutscher Kalser,” and
the chancellor read the solemn proc-
lamaticn which the emperor addressed
to the united peoples of Germany. Ten
days later, after ceveral conferences
petween Bismarck and the French for-
elgn minister, Jules Favre, a truce was
concluded, and the Parisian forts were
handed over to the Prussians. On Feb.
921 the negotiations were resumed by
M. Thiers on the part of France, and
on the 26th the French stateesman was
forced to agree to the hard conditions
lald down by the conquerors. These
included the cession of Alsace and
German-lorralne and the payment of
a war indemnity of §5,000,000,000 francs,
On the Aret day of the following month
Bismarck accompanled the German de-
tachment which marched into Parls.
On the 2ist he was created a foerst of
the emplire.
title, rendered Into English “prince.”
although the German word for
“prince” is “prinz.”
count datea from 18¢5,

Chaveellor of the Emplre.

Prince Blsmarck had already been
pominated, Jan, 19, 1871, chancellor of
the reconstituted empire, May 10 he
slgned the definite treaty with Franee
at Frankfort, On Juse 16, arrayed In
the uniform of his regiment, the Mag-

debuig cutrassiers, he rode in the
grand procession which celebrated the
return of the victorious troopw to Ber-
Ha. On elther side of him rode Count

van Moltke and the war minister, Von
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Roon. and close behlind them came the
’ Emperor Willtam

+Prussian war. an
h's dizagreemen

After the Fran

| with Emperor William II and retire- |
ment, Prince Bismarck held a position
almost unigue among the European
statesmen. He was the controlling
force in international politics and the
arbiter of peace and war. His chief
aim was to avold conflicts between
the great powers which more than
cnce threatened, and to preserve the
peace of Europe. With this object he
exerted himself to prevent war be-
tween England and Russia, which
seemed likely to arise out of the events
in the Balkan peninsula in 1877, It
was chiefly through his efforts that the
great congress of Berlin (June, 1873),
for the settlement of the eastern ques-
tion was held and brought to a satls-
factory conclusion by the treaty which
settled, for the time at least, the rela-
tions of the states of southeasern Eu-
rope to Turkey and each other.

As chancellor of the empire Bis-
marck made it his task to consolidate
it with authcoritative and stable institu-
tions within, while forming alllances
and political combinations which
would secure it from attack from with-
out, Fearing the Influence of the
church of Rome as rivaling the power
of the state with Its doctrine of papal
In falliiMlity, he was led—many ob-
servers deem unfortunately—into the
long and bitter struggle with the Vat-
fcan known as the Kulturkampf. Un-
der his lead laws of great severity,
known as the Falk laws or May laws,
were passed by parliament, beginning
in 1872, by which many hundred Jesu-
its were banished and several Roman
Catholic blshops were imprisoned for
refusal of obedlence, and many gchools
and churches were closed,

Quarrel with Wilhelm II.

It i3 no easy task for any man to
govern in the nineteenth century on
feuda! principles, especially one whose
nature Iz imperious, whese will is un-
bending and whose realm Is not yot
thoroughly welded together. Annoy-
ance at the balking of his plans at cer-
tain polints jolned with herculean la-
bors and vast responsibilities and with
the burden of advancing age to redice
his strength, The young empersr
wished no insiruction from any one,
and he may well have seemed to the ua3-
tute but wearied Bismarck a problem
the =olution of which he would prefer
to leave to time and to other {nvesti-
gators rather than to hesten it activaly
in his own person. The aged states-
man found his young goverelgn eager
to assume the personal control of all
matters relating to the emplre, and
when the emperor, restive under the
restraint of the veteran, announced his
determination to assume absolute con-
trol of all public affairs and declared
further that Blemarck was assuming
rights as chancellor which were the
preroganves of the emperor, it was im-
posgible for the prince to continue in
the service of the state. For a long
time there was a breach between tho
independent old chaneellor and his for-
mer master, but the German people
were loyal to Bismarck, en whem weey
fancied the emperor had put numeronus
glights. In 15894 came an urgent invi-
tation to the ex-chancellor to visit his
sovereign at Berlin, Bismarck accept-

ed the offer of reconciliation, and the
whole city rcse to meet him in an ex-
popular regard.

pression of intense

BISMARCK LEAVING EMPEROR'S
PALACE AFTER RESIGNING.
The empercr afterward returned this

visit at Friedrichsruh,

Bereav t Hastened the End.

More than any cther cause, the
death of Prince Bismarck’'s wife hast-
ened his end. It is said the ex-chan-
cellor was pever the same after he bur-
fed the princezs in Varzin in Novem-
ber, 1894. The princess left three chil.
dren—Ceuntess Marle, Lorn in ¢ an-
hausen Aug. 21, 1848, and now Count-
ess von Ratzau; Herbert, born in Ber-
lin Dec. 28, 1849, and married to Mar-
guerite, Countess Hoyos, and Wililam,
born in Frankfort-on-the-Main Aug. 1,

| Kroehlendoril.
', marck's daughter is childless; Herbert

This Is an untranslatable |

Hia croaticn as |

1852, and married to Sybille wven
The mariage of Bls-

| is the father of three and Willlam of

four children, Herbert, the eldest son,

auceeece to his great father's estate,
| It was thercfore very much to Bls-
warck's chagrin that ha did not marry
| into the Cerman nobility, but chose
| an Austrian wife of Hungarian extrac.
tion. This marriage was so much the
more painful to the old mwan bacause
it happenad only two years after the
forced resignation of the iron chapesl-
It was orly very gradually that

rceenciled to thia
" ns bhoe was wont te

|
{ lor.

Bismarck became
|' “Austrian alllance,
call the marriage,
A Bearred Veleran.
“Ma) Duftick s making a great war
record, len't he?"
“1'd Nke to knuw how you make that
!mll_ Me's atill here.”
1 “1 know, bhut he's making all the
| fag presentation speeches g the var-
lous companies are belag sentl
to the froatl.”

Bway

The right of women to vote at a
school meseting for a director of a als-
trict is held, in Harris Vs. Burr (Or.)
29 L. R. A. 768, to be allowel by a con-
stitutional provision limiting to male
citizens the right to vote “at all elec-
tions authorized by law,” where an-
other provision glves the legislature
power to provide a system of common
schools.

Despite tne circumstanilal story
credlsed to the lady herself, that Lieu-
tenant Hobson and Miss Lelia Cook,
of Oswego, are engaged to be married,
the gentleman says he has not the koa-
or of Miss Cook's acqualntance,

Warm Weather

Weakness is quickly overcome by the
toning and blood enriching qualities ot
Hood’s Barsaparilla. This great rzedi-
cine cures that tired feeling almost as
quickly as the sun dispels the morning
mist. It also cures pimples, boils, salt
rheum, scrofula and all other troubles
originating in bad, impure blood,

Hood’s aina

Amerien’s Greatest Medielne. §1; six for §6.

Hood’s Piils turs biliousness, indigestion
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TOE UNIVERSITY OF KOTRE DAME,

NOTRE DANE, INDIANA.

FULL COURSES IN Classics, Letters, Sclence,
Law, Civil, Mechanical sud Electrical Engie

ng.
Thorough  Preparatory snd Commercial
Courses,

Rooms Free topll Students who have com-
pleted the studies required for cdmisslon into
the Jumior or Senlor Yeor, of any of tae Col-
leglate Courses,

A limited number ol Candidatos for the Eccles
slasiicnl state will be received st spocial rates

St. Edward's Hail, for boys under 13 years, 1s
unigque in complesenass of Im egqul nmentsa

/ 1o9th lerm will oron Septomber 6Oth,
1Bg8, c-t-kﬁua rent Free on spplication to

REV. A. NORRISSLY. C. 8- .. President.

St. Mary’s
Academy,

Quoe Mile West of the University of Notre Dima

ST. MART'S ACADEMY for young lad!es, now en-
teriag upon lus furiy-fourth year of active educe

tional wurk, hus esrned the reputation of being
one of the most thor mghly ipped snd ul
institutions in the United Htstes. The Academy
bLulldings sre beauotifuliy situsted on an i
over-looking the pleturesque banus of the 56 Juseph
Lidver. Allthe branches of

A Thorough English and
Classical Education,

including Greek, Latin, Fronch snd Garman aro
taugnt by & Facuity of compatent teachers. Oun con
E.r:.llna the full course of studies students nulr;

Regular Collegiate Degree of o’
LiaIBﬂA‘BI OonM.l

The Conservatory of Musle s condncted on
the plan of the be<t Classicnl Canaservatories of Hu-
rope. Three ins.ruimnsntal lessons, and one In theory,
woekly, are locluded o te regular tultium; extra
practice pro rata.

The Art Department s modolled after the best
Art schoole In Europe.

Freoparatory and Minim Departments.—
Puplls who need priinary training, sad thow of ten-
der age, are besa earofu'ly prepared for the Acee
dewio Courre and Advancad Course

Book-keeplog. l‘:wmfmphr and Typawriting ex-
tra. Evary varlety of Faney Neodlework taumht.

For m:{o;m inlpg fall Infor address

DIRECTRESS CF THE ACADEMY,
St. Mary’'s Academy,
NOTRE DAM? P. 0., INDIANA.

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH ACADEMY,
DUBUQUE, IOWA.

Ccnducted by Sisters of Charity.
A Sehool of Migh Repatation lur lis inany
pdvantages and thorvoet cducution th overy hmoch.
Estenslve grounds for outdour exerclses, Terins foe
board and tultlve redsouabile  App'y
Bl Ik SUERION.
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