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THE FOURTH OF JULY

BIRTHDAY OF THE GREATEST
OF NATIONS.

Why Every Palriotie American Should
Rejolce and Give Thuuks—iistory of
the Declaration of Independence —Its
Migners, :

One hundred and tweniy-one years
ago the bell rang in Independence hall
in Philadeiphin, To the uninitiated it

\iL | S

THOMAS JEFFERSON,
pealed Its gofiorous noted foksome un-
known purpose. To those who, breath-
less, were'walting for the sound, it told
the news that liberty had shaken off
her shiickles in the new world, that
she had taken her rightful place and
that “hereafter the people would ac-
knowledge the power of no ruler except
such ms might be chosen: by: them-
gelves, It was a curious scene in that
stald old Qumaker town, the lagL place
in the colonies where oue would have
suspected a spark would be given birth
to light freedom’s torch throughout the
western hemisphere.

It was on the seventh day of June,
1776, that the delegates feom the colo-

nles sitding in congress in Philadelphia |
considered the following resolutjon in- |’

troduced Ay Virginia's

Richard Henry Lee: |
“Resolved,. That the United States

colonies are and ought to be free and

statesman,

DBENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Independent states and their political
connection with Creat Britain is and
ought to be dissolved.”

Thete had besn murmurings aad
threats and caln expresslons of de-
termination.
tion. ‘The people, Ly thelr representa-
tives duly chosen, formally abwolved
themselves from allegiance from the
mother country and sald Lo the warld
that they had cast off their swaddiing
chwlbos, were now abie e walk
wloae 'l':a“ wilh absclule trulh,
all the delegaton dld nol l‘n-: this
mu step. Home opposed it on
1 that It was  premalure.
the resolution over-

But here was united ac- |

tha toesiln of revolution. The dele-
gates thought it wise to defer the ques-
tion of final consideration to July 1,
1776, by which time (hey belleved there
might be a more united fecling among
the people. g

Thus It wase that on June 11, that
famous committes was apppolnted o
frame the declaration pf independence,
Note the names, and If you are a stu-
dent of the history of the United States,
copcelve, If you can,of a better quin-
tet 4o have represented the American
people: -~ Benjamin Franklin, John
Adams, Thomag Jefferson, Roger Sher-
man, Robhert R, Livingston. The firet
was the man whose fame s tighed into
our earsevery Lime we hear a telegraph
instrument, whose genius Is placed in
broad light whenever we enjoy the il-
lumination of electrieity. The second
rose to be president of the natlon he
helped to form. The third is the fa-
ther of what the world knows as Jelfer-
gonian democracy. The fourth, puri-
{an, patriot, leader, gave more in moral
foree and determination, In knowledge
of the law and its eommon genge prin-
ciples than almost any man who as-
sisted gt the birth of the uation. The
fifth was the man of whom the major,
ity of people know comparatively little,
and yet there was none who hetter de-
eerved a place of honor in the publie
mind.,  Bmisent as a finapcler, a

shrewd judge of Lyman nature, his
touch on the helm of state was ex-

actly what was needed to keep the
young craft orn her course,

Jefterson had spoken but little In
congreasa and he had no part in the
aerimonles which then prevailed, In
a plain brick house, corner of Market
and Seventh atreets, Philadelphla, he
drafted the declaration of independ-
ence, The work was almost wholly
Jeffemson's, only a few verbal altera-
tlons belng suggested Ly Adams and
Franklin. It then was approved by
the committee, A few passages were
struck out by congress

Caesar IRodney, one of Delaware's
delegates, in ovder to have his vols
recorded, rode in the saddle from a
polut elghty miles from Philadelphia,
all might, and reached the floor just in
time on July 4 to cast Delaware's vole
In favor of Independence, On that day,
ever metaorable In American annals,
the declaration of Independence was
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xlously awaiting the result,

When it
was announced at noon the state house
bell, on which was ingeribed “Proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto
the inhabitants thereof,” clanged deep

"and melodiously and the throng gave

vent to long and loud shouts of exulta-
tion.

The old bell ringer had been at his
post since early morning. He had
placed hig boy below to announee when
the declaration was adopted, so that

ROBERT R, LIVINGSTON.,

not an instant might be lost in trans-
ferring the glad tidinge by means of
the bell to the waiting multitude, A8
the wearisome hours passed and no
slgn came to him the aged Lell ringer
finally exclaimed “They will never do

it! They will never do it!" Just then
he heard his boy clapping his hands
and vociferating at the top of his ju-
venile lungs “Ring! Ring!” The oll
hands swayed the sonorous bell with
delirious vigor. Its reverberations was
echoed by every steeple in the elty.

That was a gala day in Philadelphia,
what with rejolcings and bonflres and
flluminations, The cannon boomed
and messengers rode away hotly in all
quarters to announce the news, Wash-
Ington then was in New York with the
army. By his orders it was read to the
soldlers, who acclaimed it enthusjas-
tically. ‘The townsfolk on that night
tore the statue of George 111, from |ts
pedestal in Bowling Green and it was
melted {nto 42,000 bullets for the pa-
triotic troops.

“Yesterday,” wrote John Adams to

ROGER SHERMAN,
his wife, “the greatest question was

ten; and greater, perhaps, never was or
will be decided among men. A reso
Iution was passed without one dissent-
ing colony ‘that these united colonles

Indepeadent '
Fourth of July, 1774 will be & memor-
able epoch in the history of America, |
am apt to believe it will be enlelirnied
hy succesding gencrations as the great
anniversary festival. It ought o be

allemoraled as the day of deliyvep-
ance by soemn acts of devution tu A)
wighty God. 1 ought 10 be solemalond
with pomp. shows games, spors, guns

RICHARD MENRY LEk

\hirtesn colunies
The sathusiasm of the patriols i
hearing the inteliigence was un ound

While vongress bhad beon dimues

vl
| inm Ahe subjeet, crowils aesembled out
| alde the Ball and & the siresis aae
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wie eid of the vuntinenl 1o (he siher,
from this tims farwand lorever

By & sloange culnckdence John
| Adassg dlad wn July & 134 the ANieth
anpmliveinary
1 depoedence s lagl words weow Dot
1 termody stll) sy ives
|
|

win the same day Jefurson also pasesd
avay
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HE FIGHTING 100

For Centuries Before the Christian Era They Were
Used— Egyptians and the Military Mast,

As a picce of peril the fghting top
of a modern man-of-war i# tha moat
exposed position In s heated action,
cut cif as Its occupants are from all
sheltering armor and poised high and
clear as a tempting target for an en-
emy's quick-firing guns. Let that
mast be torn away and swept over-
board by the tempest of small shell
that ships of to-day can bring te bear
tpon unarmored parts of a foe, and
the brave defenders must go to cer-
tain death without the chance of a bit
of floating spar, as in the olden days,
to hold them up till succor come af-
ter the flerce rush of conflict,

The story of the fighting top reaches
way back centuries before the Chris-
tian era; in fact, back to the earllest
time when war craft might pardonably
be called ships by virtue of thelr suc-
cessful struggle with wave and tem-
pest; and, amid the rapld changes of
to-day, it Is hard to trace the connec-
tion between those ancient craft with
their rude equipments and the modern
battleship, flerce and strong, by right
of the power she has plucked
from t(he bowels of the earth
and turned to her own purposes of
might end majestic dominance,

The carvings and drawings of the
war craft of the anclent Egyptians and
Asistics, two thousand years before
*hrist, bear the embryo of the mill-
tary top perched at the masthead of
the gingle spars that bore thelr sails
then. It was merely a rough basket-
like arrangement in which one or two
men might stand and assall the war-
riors of the foe where they crouched
behind the sheltering bulwarks of
bucklers hung agalnst the sides, Perch-
ed high above, the men in the “ga-
bie,” as later it was called, picked off,
l!ke sharp-shooters, the enemy before
he could come aboard or tempted him
into open exposura and the conse-
quences such rashness brought.

Down upon the foe's deck the hurt-
ling spear was sent, while the top-
men rested far above retaliation save
from the enemy'’s topmen, If he had
any. During the time of the naval
etruggles between the Greeks and the
Romans, the fighting tops disappeared,
for It was customary then to lower the
masts and trust only to the great
sweeps or oars when going into ae-
ticn. Slrange as it may seem the mer-
chant vessels slone carrled fighting
tops then, and for the purpose only
of meeting the attack of plrates, with
whom nearly every vea was then in-
fested. ‘Those tops were not unlike
casks, and, with two or three men in
them, eould be hoisted well up and
into position in time 1o be of service,
Many of our large merchant liners and
all whalers carry a gomewhat simlilar
arrangement well up on their masts
to-day. and, from the crow's nest, as
it is wow called, most of the lookout
duty i= pow dote, The Japaneze have
adopted somethiog of the kind for (heir
modern naval vessels and the cut of
the Chitose's mast is typical

As the ships grew in pawer their
masts bad to be heightened by splicing
on additional spars, and (6 glve spread
for the stays and shrouds that held
them in place, a platform was built
at the Lop of the lower mast. There
the archer and spearman found ampiée
room for his work, and the Saxon
chronicles of that lusty writer, Sir
John Froissart, in the latter part of
the fourteenth century give as some
very interesting accounts of the dam-
age inflicted upon the French, the
Spanish, and the Genoese by the top-

men of the British ships. Down up-
on the fragile structures of wood they
hurled great stones that bore down
the foe in great bleeding masses, tore
through theilr decks, opened thelr
seams, and =ent themn to the boitom in
a style that Sir John makes highly
commendable,

In the seventeenth century we find
the tops broad and open save for the
after part, whare a wooden breastwork
was reared to shield the topmen. Why
only the after part should have bheen
singled out for protection is open for
speculation; but it is not improbable
that the sails hefore the mast covered
to a great extent the markamen in the
top and behind the mast only did they
need supplemental protection.  These
wooden bulwarks In the tops were va-
rlously painted aceording to the na-
tionality of the ship; and for a couple
of hundred years that style of top
prevalled, and in form, square behind
and rounded in front, stiil ia In vogue
in modern sail powered naval ves-
sols,

During all the frigate actions of the
war of 1812 the sharpshooters in the
tops of the varfous ships did excellent
work, and there it was the marine
showed what could be expected of him,
even though he stood out with no

{he etink bulls, end the rocks of the
pagt might be digmissed with a shrug.

There is but ltile doubt that the
French have set the pace for the mod-
ern fighting top, and 8o luxuriantly
have their vessels developed thes?
growths In riotous profusion and va-
rietles of forms that it was no wonder
we soon heard of wanting stabllity in
their ships. Their most recent de-
glgos are decldedly moderated, but still
bear the hall mark of great freedom.
With the French the idea has been
to cover entirely the positions of the
guns and the men in the tops to glve
the navigator a chance to gulde his
ship In action from a point well above
the smoke of the gune, and, too, 10
bear aloft the searchlights, Where-
ever a closed in top is found on ships
of other nations it is of French in-
spiration,

The British have almost exclusively
held (o an open or uncovered top, the
only real protection to either guns or
men being the shields carried on the
weapons themselves,

With us the gunboats Wilmington
und the Helena represent the greatest
development of the military mast, In
all It means for fighting and signal
purposes, for conning the ship, and for
the carrlage of that great shining eye
that Is to look far into the night, The
conning tower, o0 to spealk, is just be-
low the lower top. and ig reached
through the body of the mast proper.
Just because of this curlous type of
mast, one of the enemy'’s large auxil-
lary cruisers took one of these boats
for a battleship the other day, and loat
no time in hustling for the distant
horizon,

The national tendencles of the wva-
rious navies are marked by the military
masts their recent vessels bear, and
whether they seek thelr inspiration
from OGreat Britaln or France it |Is
easy enough to tell, The Russians are
unsettled; Austria is equally divided;

sheiter other than a stray hammock

or so hastily triced up for bis protec-
tion,
The first of cur ships of the new navy

hud tops that were practleally steel
duplicates of those of the late war;
and but for the presence of modern
rapid-fire gune, were really of less
defensive value than those of thirty
odd years ngo. 1t wasn't till we be-
gan to build our battleships that we
really launched out into vegular mod-
ern military masts, and then we fol-
lowed in principle the practices of (le
French.

The modern mast on a fighting ship
is purely for military purposes, name-
ly, on such ships that are without a
spread of canvas of any sort, and Its
duty now Is principally for a service
that was once merely incidental to
those of the sailing ship. To bear sig-
nals is Hs flrst mission, and then to
carry an armament of rapid-fire guns

with which to meet the attack of tor-
pedo boats, to sweep the open ports,
and to enfilade the unprotected gun

stations of an enemy. With Gatling
guna pouring out a veritable rain of
bullets at the rate of 2,000 a minute,
and with other heavier antomatic guns
capable of hurling a hundred or more
of one-porind shell In the same time
the modern military top is someting to
be considersd where the hand greoade,

decided that was ever debated in Amer- !

are, and of right ought to be, free and |
The day is passed, The |

bells, e fres and Huminalioas trewm |

wl the declaration of in- |

Put ot | o'vleek |

' EAOLUTION OF

\"'z - .
TME MILITARY Mady

El. PARAL, SPAIN'S SUBMARINE TORPEDO BOAT. "

Germany leans toward the French,
while the Japanese and the Italians fol-
low the Englih.

ROBERT G. SKERRETT.
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Afrion's Auclent Bea.

Recent etudies of the animal life of
Lake Tanganyika have shown that that
lake differs from all other African lakes
In possessing inhabitants that belong to
the oceanic epecies. Still, these sin-
gular denizens of Iake Tanganyika are
not exactly like the marine organisms
of the present day, and the conclusion is
drawn that a eea, connected with the
open ocean, once occupled the parts of
Africa where Tanganyika now lies and
that the lake is the last remnant of the
ancient sea.

Substitute.

“You want a trip to the seaside? Noz-
tense, Jones! Put a little salt in your
morning tub, eat fish at every meal,
walk up to town and back so as to tive
yourself out, sleep on the floor, and let
the house be dirty, and you'll fancy
you're at Margate."—Pick-Me-Up,

Dargaln,

Claude—1I thought you were not go-
Ing to pay more than $50 for a wheel?
Maud—I didn’t mean to when 1 went
into the store, but he said if I'd take
the $60 wheel he would let me have a
dollar pump for 98 cents.—Indianapolis
Journal,

HOW TO KEEP HEALTHY.

Don’'t worry, Don't lay awake at
night to think about your shortcom-
ings and other people's sins,

Don’t care violently for any one.
Hearts and consclences are opposed to
rounded contonrs and shapely necks.

Eat meats with fat on them. Eat
fish with white sauce. Eat potatoes,
corn-starch, simple pudding and lece
CTeAms.

Wear warm, luxurious clothing, but
he careful not to have it 8o warm as te
Induce perspiration, for that will prove
thinning. Do not let it be too heavy,
elther,

Drink milk and cream whenever yon
bappen to wapt them. If you don™t
care fur these nonrishing drinks, cult)-
Vale & taste for them,  Avold lemonade,
lime julce and the like.

Ent fuuil for your bremkfast, but not
the tart grape and the tartar Erape
frult. Kat baked apples with plenty
of sugnr and cream, and all sors of
stewed frulis, which require aweylen-
ing

Bal fur breakfast catmeal swimming
Imeream.  Drink not tea and coffee, but
facun, chovolate and  milk Hpurn
toast, especially It 1t be made of e
ham or glaten bread. Kai fieahly made
wheal bread. with bulter sad honey

Do uot take mare sxere’is ihan s ab
salulely sssential to healih. Take the
Alroyen Bt del It b il Carilage,
whenaver you calh. oF on a sinny bepch
In ke park. Vielest ssercise in the
warst possible thing fur the woman whe
would fala gruw plamp

A small walley may conisln & vasl
deal of coined swiflshyoss Mainy msn

farEy  themaslves In Ale  packel.
Baunn




