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HER STRANGE

Bh ’u "PRETTY CAUCASIAN WEDS A

TOVE.

SON OF HAM.

Fhey Disowned Her and Then Her Hus-
hand Her— The End
ol Such Dled jo Dlshonor and
Poveriy.

Vhirneradd Usunl

AfMalrs,

J O MTRANDA

Foote's people and
! to all her friends
E the tragedy of her
) infatuation for
“China" Crawford,
] a colored stable
L

.

g o S boy, which result-

. e f'»,‘;.". e) ed In thelr mar-
-

—_

riage, will always |
be a mystery, For
the wedded life of
this ill-mated couple came to an end
elght months after thelr wedding day
by the death of the young wife, And
fn those months, though her husband
abused and neglected her, not a word
of complaint or reproach ever passed
her lips. To crown all this, her hus-
band, althongh now a fugitive from
Justice, has made formal claim to his
wife's ghare In her falher's estate,
which he says is about $25,000. The
beginning of this strange story of the
marriage of a young, cultured white
girl, only 18 years old, the daughter
of wealthy people, to an ignorant col-
ored boy, whose only thoughts in life |
were for horses and c:'np-shm)tlng.l
goes as far back as Miranda Foote's |
childhood, when she received a fall,
from the effects of which she never re-
covered, This put her away from the
uenal sports and playe of a country
child, and her chief delight was to
bring music from the organ which
stood in the sitting-room of the old
farmhouse., She went to the district
gchool with her brothers and slsters,
and though she recelved a good com-
mon school education, there was no
Jgreater pleasure for her than taking
her musie lesson and practieing scales
and exercises. On account of her deli-
cate health little or nothing was ex-
pected of the child about the house,
and as she grew to womanhood the
dutied which usually fall to a farmer's
daughter were elther performed by her
mother or elsters, and in every way |
Miranda's life was a sheltered one. |
Stronghurst, the birthplace of .\!.r:m-'.
da Feoote, 1z a small village about thir-
ty miles from Galesburg, 111, Long be-
fore the village was there the Foote
family was known for their wealth.
Years ago B. I, Foote came to Illinols
and purchased a few acres two miles
from what Il# known now as the vil-
lage of Stronghurst, As time went by
and he was a successful stock raiser, |
he added to his land, and when he died |
several years ago this hi® increased |
until the estate embraced some 400
HOTEE,

The small wooden house with which
the Foote family had been content in
the early days had long gince been
replaced by a big rough stone dwelling,
which s known far and wide {n the
country eround about as the stone
houge, Long before the death of Mr.
Foote his self-earned fortune wae
placed at $200,000, and as some of the
vounger children were far from of
age the property was to be intact un-
til the girls and boys had grown to
manhood and womanhood. But Mr.
Foote was not a greater money-maker
than his wife, in whose management
hig fortune was left, Soon after his
death she added the brecding of race
horses to that of the other stock rais-
ing upon the farm. All the country
around and about Galesburg is famed
for its fine stock, but no horses for |
miles about are more famed than thoge
raised by the mistress of the stone
house. John Crawford went 1o the
stone house last April to help in the |
care of these horses. From the time |
of his birth, a quarter of a century |
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| The sixty days allowed after death by
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|| did not know a line, sir!”

thiat ench had for harmony. Early in|
June John went to Galesburg, and ¢t I
a few of his nearest companions con
fided that he was going to bring a|
white girl home to them. It di1 not|
appear to confound him that he had |
no other home than that of his uncle !
This would all be overcome, he an-
swered them, for the girl had “lots of |
money."” One dark night Miranda |
Foote ran away, and her family did|
not realize that she had gone until she |
was bound for life to “China” ffm\»"
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ford. The girl must have planned her
egcape for days beforehand, for she
gathered all her wardrobe and threw
it from the window, from which she
herselt went out, *“China’ was wait- |
ing near, and they drove rapidly to|
Galesburg, where he had assured her
he could galn a good living for her
It was not long before the girl was
migged and her family feared she had
wandered from the houge and had be-
come faint. Her brotherg and sisters
gearched for her throughout the entire
night. But before they heard of her
again she had become the mulatto
boy's wife. Justice B. F. Holecomb
joined the lives of this colored stable
boy and the white girl, and he fought
as earnestly against it as he did long
yearg ago for the freedom of the ne-
groes, He begged her to take time to
conslder, and when she insisted that
the marriage should take place al
once, he told her as far as her family
and friends were concerned her life
was at an end, He told her plalnly
and simply that, come what might, she
must remember that she was John
Crawford’'s wife, and that npowhere elge
in life was there a place for her but
at hig gide. But “China” did not
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CRAWFORD.
He still
unbroken his record as a ‘‘crap-

MRS, JOHN
spend much time by her side,
kept
shooter,” He did mot make much
money and the poor girl would often
have gone hungry if it bhad not been
for the goodness of “China’s” relatives
and friends. For weeks her people
geemed to fersake her, Then Mrs,
Foote wrote that she was ready to take
Miranda back i she would come alone,
This the girl refused. After another
interval one of the older daughters
wrote that the mother was ill. She
begged of Miranda if she wanted to see
her mother alive to come, and come at
once, The girl went, This plea she
conld not withastand, and though Mrs.
Foote was a sick woman, she was not
in such a2 dangerous condition as the
letter seemed to indicate. At the end
of two weeks the girl ran away for the
second time. All she took with her
she wore, dressed in a calico wrapper,
a cheap little hat and a cape for her
shoulders. She went back to her black
husband and her dull life, But not
for long. The hardships that she had
to bear broke her down., She died on
For a few hours Johp
insisted that his white wife should be |
buried where and when he chose, But
the girl's mother took her dead child
back to the place of her birth and she
was buried from the big stone house.
Six days after his white wife's death,
“China'" was arrested with a lot of oth-
ers in a gaming room. But his good
Inck did not here desert him, On the
way to the station he escaped from the
police. Last week he asked the cir-
cnit court at Galesburg to appoint an
admintgtrator for the estate of Miran-
da Foote Crawford. He claims he is
entitled, as her hushand, to a third of
the property left by her. And he in-
sists that her share of hep father's es-
tate {8 in the neighborhood of $25,000,
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the court had elapsed before “China”

to a part of his wife's father's money.
After his erap-shooting escapade end-
ed he hid himsell for vome time on a
farm In McDonough county. He talk-
el often of his white wife and her rich |
connectlons He was assured that a |
part of this wealth should descend to
him, and he made the firs
to acguire |
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CURRENT NEWS AND GOSSIP
OF THE STAGE.

PVipero's New Play., ‘“Trelawney of the
Wells™ Young Uer-
sons Who Are Thinking of

When Goodwin Was Young.

some  Adviees to

Adaopting

the Stage

HE dramatie critic
of the Westminster |
Gazette has this to |
gay of Trelawney |
of the Wells, Pin-
ero’'s new comedy |
recently produced
in London: "“Roh-
ertson up to date— |
that seems a phrase
in which one may

! give a fairly accur-
ate ldea of the new Plnero play. Yet
the reeemblance between this plece and
those of the Robertson school Is not
more striking than the unlikeness to
them shown by it. The resemblance
is in conception, the unlikeness in ex-
ecution, In technigue, “I'relawney of
the Wellg' 18 essentially modern, but
no doubt the technique of the author
of ‘Caste’ if he had lived in 1898, and
been acquainted with the Ibsen plays
which have modified the methods of all

| my lines,

| both by physical gifts and artistic apti-

| eal of any characters ever created by

our serious dramatists, would have
been as different from that which he
actually showed as that of ‘“Trelawney |
of the Wells' from school. Perhaps I
should not be speaking of Robertson
#0 much, but for the fact that the hero |
of the play, or at least the heroic fig- ‘
ure, Tom Wrench, obviously is in-
tended to suggest Robertson the dra- ‘
matist and actor in his days of strug- i

|

|

|

Young persons who think of adopt-
ing the stage ghould never forget that |
real success {8 that ealling demands
ceaseless and merciles toll, The “cham-

| pagne and the fun” that one young

girl, in a letter to a manager, sald she
liked, do not uasually fall to the lot of !

S r
gerlous, hardworking members of the |
theatrical calling, but rather to the in- |
gignificant, fleeting pets of the hour, |
the comic opera or burlesque queens, f
whose reign ends the moment they have
bocome a trifle passe. The difficulty is
for a young man or woman to be con-
vinced that he or she does not possess
special fitness, Unfortunately, many
of these young people are ill-advised
by enthusiastic friends, and their van-
ity passes the suppression point until
they get into the actual arena of the
stage, where the cruel truth chills their
mercurial ambition; and they retire,
overcome with shame and chagrin.
Nat Goodwin, when he was very

NELLIE GInNREY
young sl very unraly, belonged to a
wpany, managed Ly an old a
wor named Pool, wbha wrote
plays and made his company play them
did, After a
e r e maan e
Poal vame o the stage and scored s
entire vompany roundly, ending his 1
yade with & pointed hanling aver the
cuile of Gosnlwin
You » shouted the old gentle
man, shaking his fuger al the placid
you littie red headed (e

hete., were & Jdiagrave and

MY B
his pan

Wi maall what the publi

'.“ll.. wlaily ||llll|:l‘nl

e wver

| the

| the altar, had to make good gome signs
| of omission, Although she was brought

| fore the golden hoop could be placed

MAY HOSMER. T A A

| lending lady, she has achieved a repu-

| Hosmer's “Trilby"

outrage Lo the drarmatic profession! Yon |
“What?" quoth Nat, “why, T s«id all

“Yes, sir,” answered the Infuriated
playwright, “but none of mine, sir!”

One of the most popular and jeeas-
jng of the many interpreters of the
vounger Dumas’ celebrated “The Lady
with the Camelias" {8 Miss Nellie Gib-

ney. This young lady is making it her

special study to produce "Camille” jn |

it proper atmosphere, with the feel-
ing that uninterested auditors are not
to be considered, She is ably fitted,

tude, to portray this most problemati-

the dramatist's art, Her personality Is
a distinetively artistic and exquisitely
refined one; her talent Is of a texture
that may be styled rich in color; while
her beauty is of such n magnetic nature
as to fulfill the expectations of ac.
knowledged connolseurs,

The death of Nicolini, the secona
husband of the world's greatest can-
tatrice, has led a correspondent of the
London Era to send an interesting
reminiseence in connection with the
firet marriage of the peerless singer.
“Adelina Patti wag first married to the
Marquis de Caux at Clapham church—
ghe at that pdfriod dwelling at ferpont
House, Clapham park-—at 10 a. m,, July
29 1868, The service was performed by
Rev. Dezn  Plunkett, Adelina,
before she mounted the holy steps of

up by her parents, who were strict
Catholics, equally in the same hellef,
she had, notwithstanding her age,
neither recelved her first communion
nor the saerament of confirmation, Be-

on the bride's finger that sacred cere-
mony had to be made good, and the
devoted friend of her lifetime, Mme.
Grisi, stood by her as godmother in
confirmation.”

Otis Skinner gays: "I remember well

my first attempts in the role of Shy-
lock, I had seen Edwin Booth in that
character, and believed that no other
actor could approach Booth in the per-
sonification of Shylock, Yet, I tried
diligently and persistently to instill
my own personality into the presenta-
tion of the difficult subject so master-
fully delineated by Shakespeare. Try
as I might, the voice and the attitudes
and the mannerisms of Booth haunted
me, and I could only see before me the
Shylock of the great actor, It was
only after heroic struggles that I suc-
ceeded in assimilating myself, so to
speak, to my own personal conceptlon
of the Shylock that I intended to rep-
resent."

No favorite ever had a greater fol
lowing on aecount of individual talent
and accomplishments than Miss May
Hosmer, for many months prominent-
ly identified with the capable dramatie
revivals at Hopkinsg' Chlcago theater.
Assuming, as she does, with grace
and eminently satisfactory versatjlity,
the diffteult roles assigned to her as

tation highly creditable. One of the
most admirable and thorough interpre.
tations seen in many seasons was Miss
during the produe-
tlon of that great success by the Hop
kins company last aututman, The eom-
ment she recelved from the different

REVIVES OLD MURDER.

RI®?ORTER SEEKS TO FREE A |
LIFE PRISONER.

Joo Mauzy Arrvesied for a
Nine
Exvlted Over the

Killlng Com-

it ted Years Ago  Communiiy

Isn Much New Tarn

of AfMairs.

. OE MAUZY, son of
Il an ex-sherift of
Macon county, Illi-
nois, I8 locked up |
in the county jall |
at Decatur on the |
charge of having |
murdered Mat Mc- |

Kinley on the
night of July 3,
1889. Ephraim |

Faunce fs In the |
penitentiary and has been there nearly
nine years for the same crime, Yet
it I8 known that only one man com-
mitted the murder. It Is believed that
never before in the history of Illinois
has a similar case occurred, Joe
Mauzy's father was sheriff at the time
Faunce was tried and sentenced to life
imprisonment for the crime and Joe
Mauzy himeelf was turnkey at the jail,
Now Joe Mauzy will be brought to trial
for the same erime and an application
for a pardon for Faunce will walt on
the outcome of the trial.

Public opinion in Decatur is almost
unanimousg that whether or not Mauzy
ie guilty Faunce should be released.
From the day that he was found gullty
many have belleved that he was inno-
cent and have wondered how any jury
could send him to prison for lif¢ on
the evidence agalnst him., Even the
prosecuting officers at the tlme ex-
preased astonishment at the severity
of the gentence, The evidence against
him with the exception of that of one
witness, whose character was called
into question, wag largely circumstan-
tlal. The severe sentence can only be
accounted for by the fact that the de-
fense made for him was handicapped
for the want of meang, his character
had been bad, and there was nothing
1o enlist sympathy for him, The com-
munity was indignant over the mur-
der, it wanted to see someone punish-
ed, and it looked as If Faunce might
have had something to do with the
crime. Since he has been in the peni-
tentiary many storles about his case
have been cireulated, Soon after he
was convieted it was reported that the
revolver with which the murder was
committed had turned out to be the re-
volver of Joe Mauzy, the son of the
gheriff. Then It was sald that wit-
nesses had been found who sald that
they saw the murder and that Faunee
did not commit it. It seemed, how-
ever, that no one cared to take up the
cage, Joe Mauzy, although known
while a young man 4s a man of bad
charaeter, frequently in trouble, had
never been openly charged with a serl-
ous crime, and he had influential con-
nections, both socially and politically.
Faunce, on the other hand, had mno
one who seemed anxioug to help him
except his mother. She was penniless.
At different times she has tried to
make application for a pardon, but
could get little evidence and had no
money with which to hire attorneys.
About four years ago two Decatur at-
torneys on the importunities of hie
mother looked into the case, then took
it up because they believed an inno-
cent man was in prison. They got a
good deal of evidence and procured let-
ters from the officers connected with
the court at the time of the trial. Be-
fore the matter was presented to the
governor frlends of Faunce who do
not live in Decatur and who professed
to have influential friends at Spring-
“sld took the papers and affidavits that

ad been prepared to Springfleld, say-

pg that they would have them pre-
ented to the governor with backing
hat would make a pardon certain.

‘hey were never presented. Many of

EFHRAIM FAUNCE.
the papers that had been
were lost, Thus the matter was drop
ped, although by this time hundireds
of Decatur people had come to believe

@ itles was highly flattering to her ar-
tistic ability

There has been produced in Parls &
plece called “Los Transatlantiques.” in
which fun s made of the kind of Am-
erivan women who are anxious Lo mar
ry titles, even If they have 1o pay cash
for them. A London newspaper corre
epondent says of it It s hardly 1o be
expected that sueh o subject thus Lreat
od by a Frenchman will he wanting it
povtrayal of American bluntness and
the gencral louwlness associated by Bu
ropeans with the The au
tRGr loew Bt Nmwr|-
ean o this  comparative carrivature
il both of malios and good humar
but the vumparison made s bl alwars
e the advantage of the French T he
play bs & real play. It bas & redl charnm
i s fall of life, crowded with person
ages, well staged. and highly s
ng

Nmieris an

Indeed, apare the

that an lanocent man was in prison
for Wle,
Three months  ago  Harry M

Wheeler, a reporter an & Decatur pa
per, decided that as no one
ed likely

elne srem
te do anything for Paunce
he would. He did this shmply becaus:
he lwllieved Faunce was Innocen’
‘lu-mu- had never been anything o
hMm. He khew Faunce belore
the jatter was sentl (o (he pealtentbary
Mr. Wheeler gol some of the papers
andd letters that had lwen preparsd
when the Brsl slops (0 getting o par
doik were aken In VM He trased
iwn the stories that personas had seen
suimenne boaides Faunee commit the
murder. e wrote etters, (nlerviowsl
siorneys, Bot aldavite, prepared ihe
appliontion for & pardon. gol up & pe-
Uitham and put the case belure the buard
of pardons. This all loak & greal gdeal |
of his time and his money but he opent

barely

| both freely, all without help from sa)

prepared '

one, because the friends of Faunce had

| no.ther money nor abllity to help.

The application for a pardon was
presented to the state on Thursday,
Jan. 13, 1898, Then the case that had
been made out in favor of Faunce was
made publie. The result was a de-
mand for an Investigation and a more
pronounced expression of opinion by
Decatur people that Faunce was inno-
cent, Accompanying the application
for pardon were affidavits showing that
Mauzy and not Faunce committed the
murder, a history of the case showlng
the character of the evidence against
Faunce at the trial, letters from well-
known citizens asking that Faunce be
pardoned and a petition signed by 150
citizens declaring that they believed
Faunce Innocent and asking that he
be released from prison, One of the
affidavits was by Mrs. Rebecca Smith,
who swore that sho saw the murder
committed and that she saw Faunce
afterward and knows he did not shoot
McKinley, She also swore that Mrs.
Oliphant, the woman who at the trial
swore that Faunce shot McKinley, was
not present at all. Another affidavit
was by Mrs. Alfred Showers, who at
the time of the murder was thirleen
years old, She sald she was within
less than half a block of the place of
the murder when she heard a shot. 8he
saw a man running from the place and
gaw him throw a revolver in the alr.
That man was Joe Mauzy, With two
others who were with her she went
home and told her mother what they
had seen and the mother told them to
keep still about it or they would be
dragged into the cage as witnesses,
Laura Wissen, a sister of Mrs, Show-
ere, who was with Mrs, Showers on the

of the murder, made affidavi§

JOB MAUZY.
that the statement of Mrs, Showers
was true and that it was not Faunce
that they saw running from the plaee.

There were other affidavits tending
to show that Faunce was innocent and
in which the neme of Mauzy was men-
tioned, but some of these have already
been opposed by statements tending to
disprove them.

Among the letters was one from
Judge Hughes, of Mattoon, who presid-
ed at the trial of Faunce., He sald the
evidence against Faunce wag circum-
stantial, except that Mrs, Oliphant,
a woman of bad repute, swore that she
saw Faunce shoot McKinley, He sald
Faunce had a falr trial, was well de-
fended and he conld not say that there
was more than a possibility of the in-
nocence of Faunce,

State's Attorney Isare R. Mills was
not asked for a letter, but one that
he wrote Faunce on Aug. 14, 1895, was
presented. In it he said he had inves-
tigated rumors that Mauzy was the
murderer and had always concluded
that Mauzy was not, but that Faunce
was, He sald: "I have always been
inclined to the opinlon that it was his
(Mauzy's) revolver with which the shot
was fired, but 1 also am inclined to the
belief that you had it—borrowed from
him for use as a watchman."” The state's
attorney concludes: “There is a possi-
bility of your innocence."

Two weeks after the evidence and
letters were presented to the board of
pardong, and before it had taken ac-
tion the Macon county grand jury took
up the investigation of the case and
concluded by returning an indictment
charging Joe Mauzy with the murder
for which Faunce was serving a life
sentence. Mauzy was arrested at his
home on a farm near Opkland, 111, and
brought to Decatur and locked up In
jail. He declares that he {s innocent.
State's Attorney Mills, who was state's
attorney when Faunce was convicted,
has asked that frlends of Faunece ap-
point an attorney to assist in the prose-
cution of Manzy. A letter has been re-
ecelved from President R, A, Lemon, ot
the state board of pardons, that the de-
cision of the board on the application
for Faupce's pardon bhas been deferred
untll the Aprll meeting of the bhoard.
That will be ufter the trial of Mausy,
which Is expected (0 come up soon,

Mut MeKinley, for whose muorder
Faunce Is in prison, was a young man
of good character., The night of the
murder he was golng home. About a
bloek fram the courthouss he heard
two women acroes the street ory out,
as Il Tuy protection from & man who

seetied to be following them. MeKin-
ey erossed over, 1old the man o de-
siat from annoying the women, and

was shol, dylng instantly, One of the
women was Mra Emith. who pow says
that the man wha did the shoollng was
not Faue wins arvesied threw
later while playing poal in o
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