by

&l

e

BASE FALL GOSSIP.

CURRENT NEWS AND GOSSIP
OF THE GAME.
fatham Waonts to Return to Playing In
Faster Company—Favors the Present
Plicher's Fositlon—Base Ball Is on
Top.

Latham Wants Faster Company.

OU cant keep a
good man down,”
said the old friend
of the Columbus
fans, W. Arlington
Latham, the come-
dlan of the dla-
mond, I8 a striking
example of the old
saying. When the
“Dude"” was cast
agide by St, Louis
in 1896 he turned down an offer from
Columbus and went to Scranton In the
Kastern League, where he pulled the
manager's leg for a larger salary than
he secured in the major league. Scran-
ton stood for this a short time, and
then arranged it so Arlie could get
away. Latham Immediately boarded
a traln for Columbus, and, as the Sen-
ators were minus a third baseman, the
“Dude” finished the season here, Last
spring it was deemed wise to play
Genins on third until MeGarr was se-
cured, and Latham drifted Mansfield in
the Interstate League, where he played
a fine first base, stole bases with jm-
punity on the Rube catchers, and won
many a game by his stick work.
Lathan escaped reserve and has been
trying to better himself, He Is willing
to umpire in the major league, accept
the management of anything from the
Bt. Louis Browns to the Crossland
Blues, or play ball again, with a lean-
ing toward a position asg first baseman,
To Arthur Irwin, of the Toronto team,
Latham has mentioned his qualifica-
tions as a first baseman, and Irwin Is
said to have decided to turn Jack Car-
ney down and give the “Dude" a
chance, realizing what a drawing card
the comedlan would be.

No Change Necded.

Of late there has been considerable
agitation on the subject of shortening
the pitching distance from its present
stretch of 60.5 to 50 feet. To the big
majority it seems as though there was
nothing wrong with the present dis-
tance. It can not be said that the
games of the last few years—or since
the pitching distance was increased to
60.5 feet—have been Jess Interesting
than those of previous years, when the
distance wag not so great. It required
some tlme for pitchers to become ac-
customed to the [nerexsed
When they did master It, games went
©n Just the same. We have had 1 to 0
Bames In as large numbers recently as
when the distance was 55 feot, and also
a3 many games with big scores, The
dncreasing or decreasing of the dis-
tance seems to have had no effect on
making the pitchers less effective.
However, the decrease now contem-
plated would naturally increase the
efficacy of the pitchers who are now
accustomed to the 60.5 rubber, It
would reduce batting to a minimum
and not In any way increase the sci-
ence of the game, Recerd pitchers
would hail with joy a rule decreasing
the pitching distance. The public,
which likes scientific play, with just
enough batting to allow of clever base
running, would object to anvihing that
would curtail batting, as does the pro-
posed shortening.—Cineinnati *“Times-
Star.”

Baltlmore's Center Fieldeor, '

Jacob Stenzel, the great center fleld-
er of the Baltimore Club, was born
June 24, 1867, at Cincinnati, 0. After
playing with several local amateur
teams, with considerable succces, he,
while yet in his minority, accepted an
engagement with the Wheeling Club,
of the Ohio State, for the scason of
1887. His excellent work that year led
to his re-engagement with the Wheel-
ing Club for the season of 1888, when

JACOR STENZEL
that club was a member of
Biate league, In 1589 Sienzel waa
with the Columbus Club.  Stenasl be
Sah the season of 1590 with the Gal-
veslon Club, of the Texas League. La.
o oh, however, he and Luby joelned
the Chicago Club, of the Natlonal
Laague. where he remained anly a few
woeeks, when he was released. 1 1391
Stensel went out Lo the Pacifle
and w the Bpokane Club, of the
Pocile Northwesi League. In 1392
Stensel waa with the Portiund Club of
the Pacifle Northwest  Leagus, and
vanhed Best I the oMol
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National League. He remained with
Pittsburg until 1806, when Baltimore
gecured him in a trade, He is a con-
sistent batsman and a valuable player.

Base Ball on Top.

A pretty good expression this, com-
ing from the Pittsburg News, in which
journal we find it sandwiched in an
excellent article on base and football:

“Football and other variety of games
in which a ball of some description
figures may come in between the base-
ball seasons to attract attention and
physical energy, but the great natlonal
game is the thing after all, and there
is no weather so cold or any winter
&0 long that the Interest weakens.
There is almost about as much inten-
sity about the games won and lost
around the winter fires as in the cham-
plonship contests [n mid-summer.
The Amerlean spirit is so strongly
wound up [n the game that nothing but
extraneons causes will lessen the In-
terest in it."

Adherents to football ean never hope
to see the sport dominate in this coun-
try. Unfortunately it is a game that
cannot well be played in summer.
That is the time the people give their
attention to clean, healthy sports al-
most as a regular diet; and they turn
to baseball,

Eustave Newton,

8ix weeks ago the writer tried to
loeate pitcher Newton, the big left-
hander purchased from Norfolk, and
gent a lettter to his old home at Hope,
Ind. o word came from him, how-
ever, until last Wednesday, when the
Young man wrote from Indianapolis,
where he now resides, and sent along a
photo of himself. In an inclosed note
he sald: “My career having been a
shert one, any notice of my work must
also necegsarily be brief. I began play-
Ing ball at Moore's Hill, Ind., in '95,
pitching for the college team in that
place, 1 then drifted over to the blue
grass reglon the following season and
pitched well epough for the Maysville
independent team to be signed for Nor-
folk last spring. Of my work there

EUSTACE
the recently published averages
show,

NEWTON.

will
I am not yet of age, weigh 180
pounds and stand an inch over 6 [eet.”
Newton's brother {s a physician, and
it 1s sald Eustace himsell is studying
surgery.—Louisville Dispatch,

I'olnters for Young.

When President Young, of the Na-
tional League, is making up his staft
of umpires, it would be well for him
not to hew too close to the line of the
rezolution adopted at the fall meet-
ing to give the preference in appoint-
ment to old players, That resolution
will act as a handleap to him in mak-
ing up his staff, for just the gualificn-
tions needed for a good umpire are
those in which, In nine cases ocut of
ten, an old player is lacking, Thus,
the prime requisite of an umpire is
good eyesight. Do the moguls, who in
a commendable desire to help those
who have grown gray in their service,
realize that one of the first signs of
advancing years in a plaver is im-
paired eyesight? It (s that that
makes a player of little use to his
club, and, if he cannot bat, his fallure
in that direction being a primary cause
of his release, Is it to be supposed that
he can see and quickly judge a fast
play that is being made? It |s ques-
tionable whether a ball player at any
time makes a good umplre, but cer-
tainly an old one would, in my opin-
lon, be of no more use than he would
be to the team that last released him,
The dutles of an umpire are judicial,
and yet how few players possess the
breadth of mind, firmness, agllity,
coolness to ANl such a respoasible po-
sitlon? Certainly very few new ones:
certaln otill & less number uf

Philadelphia Ledger.”

equally

old ones

Fastest of Al
Catcher Jack O'Cannor 18 wints ring

in 8§t Louis, and between ludoor ball
| games and Jawond searching expedls
ticos, fur Jack s a counnolastur Gl e
clous stones aud invests bis savings
that way, he fads Line Tor oceaslonal
chals with the sporting wi ra. Hpeak
Ing of speedy catohers, Jack sass the

batting |

fastest twirier he wvey
wiher than Mark lia when he
was the prosting vl of T W

AR Was none

iwin

bas American Assoslation team's cruck
lvattery Sllver King wan speedy In
his palmy days, and Cy Young can also
shoot ‘e over i} plate with Haghts
ning rapidity, b Conier says they
al) Bave 10 step aside when Maldwins
hamie e Moty e, as ark wes sursly
the apsediewl p he » v bhandied

Ther besarre W
“Marvied men ' basevesl the philos
upher, “live looger than single ouws *
“Well, if they do" apswered the sad-
eyed individual, It serves Lhem gk
- New York Warld

MAY BUY THE MOUNDS

CONCRESS TO PURCHASE PRE-
HISTORIC WORKS.

.
Movement to Lay Bare Secrets and
History of Dygone Race—Natlonal

Fark Is Proposed for Anderson,
Tadians.
Ind., Letter.)

(Anderson,
e HE question of
converting the In-
d1lana prehistoric
mounds into a na-
tional park will be
revived again this
session of congress
and more favor-
able action may be
taken. As archae-
ologlsts ¢ on tinue
the study of the
mound bullders they find that the In-
diana mounds are most remarkable of
all in the nation. Recent discoverles
have added a great deal of interest to
the Indiana mounds and they have
agaln demanded the attention of the
Smithsonian institution, which was
one of the prime movers some years
ago in the attempt to have the grounds
converted [nto a natlonal park,

A camera cannot do the Indiana
mounds justice, They are not great
heaps of earth which show well In a
photograph, as is the case with those
in Ohlo and along the Misgsissippi,
and are not even as attractive as those
in Illinois and the northweet, which
fellow the contour of snakes and wild
beasts, but they do possess outlines
well defined and precise Sclentists are
ronvinced that thelr builders possesged
many of the talents of the ancients of
igypt and Asla. Like the other
mounds, they are covered with forests
which show that ages have pasgsed
since the builders occupled them.

The precision of the modern survey-
or and the methods of the nineteenth
century bullder have been combined in
the Indiana mounds, and the result is
a work of art rather than a crude heap.
If it was known that the buliders had
surveyed Saturn through telescople
| lens and beheld the ecircles cround the
| inner globe, it might be claimed that
they had used the planet and ita girdle
| a8 thelr pattern for the construction
| of earthworks. The five great mounds
lie just east of this city. The outer
cirele of the greatest of the five is but
ten feet in hejght, but broad enough to
allow teams to pass over its crest. It
is 180 feet in diameter, and measured
from any point it is identically the
same distance from the center mound,
The precision of these outer ridges i3
80 nice they at onze attract attention.
With a graceful curve the ridge slopes
on an angle of about 120 degrees to a
great ditch fifteen feet wide and
about fifteen feet deep. Like the
ridge, it is a perfect circle. From the
ditch rises the inner, the great meund.,
The rise is rounded and evened off as
prettily as though it had just been
completed. In the very center of this
mound, which is fully 100 feet across,
[ is a prominence, and this is five feet
above the outer cirele ridge, and twen-
ty feet higher than the inner diteh.
From this a path wide enough for
teams to pass runs to the outer ridge,
where there [s an opening, It bridges
the ditch, All mounds, large and
small, are huilt on identically this pat-
tern, &ll of the openings being to the
north and on a direct line trom the
[ center mound to the norih star. These
openings have been much studied, but
significance of their direction has pot
been determined., The reecent digcoy-
eries, given later, all tend to the be-
llef that all of these mounds are huried
deep under the present surfuace and
were bulit on the gtrata of ghale prob-
ably before the alluvial deposits were
made,

The great mounds of the Indian
group all belong to the Bronuenberg
family, which is among the wealthiest
and best known in this county. The
Bronnenbergs, while enterprising
farmers, have little idea of the asslst-
ance they might give to science by al-
lowing excavations in the mounds.
They have persistenly refused to allow

DORA RIDDLE.

ers, They are very large, show mark-
ed intellectuality, and, unlike skulls ot
the present day, or of Indians, have a
fifth skull bone in the back of the
head. There can be no doubt that the
purpose of removing the tops of these
skulls was to remove the brain tissue.
The skulls have been severed with
gome fine Instrument, which did the
work as precisely as the surgeon s saw
of today would do it.

Recently, while making an excava-
tion near the mounds, workmen who
did not appreciate the find suddenly
came upon a composition which resem-
bled a baked cement or clay. It was
round and secure, They broke into it
and found they had opened a hermeti-
cally sealed cave which resembles
greatly our clsterns of the present day.
It was dry as a powder-house, and the
alr which came from its recesses was
slckening and tainted with great age.
Here in this small receptacle, scarcely
large enough to hold more, were found
8lx skeletons in a sitting position. All
were propped up evidently when first
put in. When the fresh air came roll-
ing In they erumbled to pieces and but
for a few bones which remain no trace
Is left of this remarkable find. The
bones that are saved, however, indi-
cate o people who were very large—de-
cidedly larger than those of the pres-
ent day. Parts of the skulls showed
that the heads were very large also—
the foreheads were very large,

There can also be little doubt that
this find Is closely connected with the
mounds and that the skeletons were
thoge of mound bullders, It is clalmed
a similar discovery was made some
years ago near the mounds, and that
this proves convineingly that mound
bbullders were the occupants of the
cells, This mode of burlal could not
have been that of the modern Indians
who occupied this part of the country
at the time of the landing of Colum-
bus,

Franeis Walker of this city, who has
long advecated the converting of the
Indiana mounds into a national park,
says that the mound builders of this

FRANCIS

WALKER.

section were far advanced in the arts
and gelences. 1f the mounds were, as
suppoged, built upon the ghales which
underlje the alluvial deposits, a refer-
ence to geological data weuld place the
existence of these aborigines back as
far as the time of the Pharaohs,

To the east of the mounds is a cave
of artificlal formation that Teads in
soward the great mound 150 feet dis-
tant, and is fully fifty feet below the
present surface of the mounds. There
is little doubt that here lies tlie sgolv-
ing of the great mystery, I s prob-
able that fellowing this would bring a
person in the inper echambers of a
work of primitive building that would
solve the doubts now existing regard-
ing the history of this remarkable peo-
ple,

Should the movement to convert theso
lands into a national park be guccess-
ful the Smithsonian Institute amil oth-
er Institutione of learning which have
heen greatly interested in this group
will make excavations that are now
impossible. They have long regarded
the builders of these mounds as those
from which they would get most
knowledge, owing to the superjority
and advancement these people evident-
Iy held over other tribes of builders,
Many minor discoveries have Dbeen
made in the past few months that
throw additional lght upon the
mounds and the builders, bui they do
not differ greatly from the few set out
above and simply gerve to further the
theorles which have recently taken the
place of the older ones.

To Change Ocean Currents,

At Viadivostok, a prominent Russian
port apd the terminus of the Slberian
rallway, for over four months of win-
tér the port s blocked up with jee,
rendering shipping traflic lmpossible
For many years the Russian suthori-
tiea have heen endeavoring to over-
NI natural  JdiMculties, and
some time ago lee-breaking ships were
Introdueed to break open the lee, an
operation, however, which has proved
practically useless, 1L I8 now reported
thiat & “certaln enginoer” has proposed
a plan for reclaiming the narrowest
purt of the Tartar stralt hetween Sag-
hallen and the Russian malnland
theory of such an undertaking in that,
it this s dane, the cold evirent which
enters the Japan sea from the Aretl
via Rehring stralt, will  be cheeked,

these

L and the passage of the warmer thde,

! year round

AnY excavations made n ahy of the |
mounds, bul recontly & midaight paryy
was organlzed, wh UNE In the center
the center mound AlMthough the
moen wont doawh tweniy feet they found
nothing but loose siluvial soll that had
evidently ol In el In the cam- |
struction of th " inds, but had e
cumulated lalwg ke strengthens the
theary that the real woirka of primitive
art Me far below the pressst surfuee ul-l
the ground, and are bai't upon Lhe
wnideriving atrats of slatle
Dors Middie of Anderson, & collector
of abtibguss e R Al anallier
ia ul exhibitian here Which ke e
pevered Just abavy the sars, in wh »
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head and Ia Ahe braim bare Thege
shulle were fuund wilh ethers yander
canditlons which would Indloate 1hat
they were thase ol he Wownd i

eovning from the south through the
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the vnast of Japan as warm as Viadi-
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NOTES OF THE WHEEL.

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO DEV-
OTEES OF THE BICYCLE.

Prices Likely to Rule the ‘98 Market —
Good Wheels for S50 -The Would-
Be Parchaser Must Use Great Care —
“Tin Wheels."

‘08 Wheel Prices.

S the plans and
prices determined
upon by the differ-
ent cycle manufac-
turers continue to
be announced, It
becomes more ap-
parent that select-
Ing a mount ls go-
ing to be no less
bothersome a task
in 1898 than it has been in years gone
by. Omitting the chainless wheels at
$125, a8 being in a clags by themselves,
the range of prices on wheels which
look alike to the novice is caleulated
to cause more confusion of mind than
ever, It is plain that, broadly speak-
Ing, every maker will have at least one
model for $50, whatever others he may
catalogue. Manufacturers have felt
the necessity for meeting the demand
for lower prices, and It now looks as
though the popular priee next year will
be $50, rather than $75.

Reglstering Racers.

It seems likely that the L. A, W.
will consider a proposition at its next
meeting to enfarce a reglstration of
racing men. The idea, it is said, fa in-
dorsed by the chairman of the national
racing board, who will advocate its
adoption. It is estimated that there
are now nearly 9,000 racing men in this
country, about 6,000 of whom are ama-
teurs, It is caleulated that the enforce-
ment of a registration rule will enable
the league to maintain closer watch-
fulness upon the riders. A registra-
tion fee of §1, as in vogue in the Ama-
teur Athletic Union, is contemplated in
view of the acceptance of the amend-
ment. The adoption of such a rule
would benefit the league financially,
but it is likely to be strongly opposed.
Opposition will be directed against (he
movement on the ground that the
league will have no right to force meet
promoters to pay for the privilege of
holding a meet and then compel riders
to donate $1 to the erganization for the
privilege of competing, Advocatez of
a registration rule take the ground,
however, that few racing men belong
to the 1.. A. W. and that the organiza-
tion is entitled to exact a f2e from them
for the privilege of racing, so long as
the league maintains such a depart-
ment.

Genr Cuases,

An advocate of the bicyele gear case

has this to say about the chalnless

| wheel: *“The bringing out of the chain-

less wheel in it perfection has demon-
strated very clearly that something
must be wrong with the former gtyle
of chain construction, A careful gtudy
of the new madel convinces one that
the points of superiority clalmed are
obtained not only by substitution of
beveled gears for chain and sprocket,
but by the very complete incloging of
the running gear, thus providing a
wheel that requires no attention to this
most impertant detall. It s a dem-
ongtration of the fact, with which all
manufacturers are not famillar, that
the natural line of improvement ig In
the direction of perfecting the running
gear, not especially In its mechanical
detajil,but by securing absolute protec-
tion to the mechanical movement,
whatever it may be. The points of su-
periority claimed for this construetion
seem, after careful study, to be
obtained simply by this enclosing of
the gear. What struck me foreibly is
the fact that the points of superiority
are also the points that mark the en-
closed chain model. ‘They are all ob-
tained by inciosing the chain anid
sprocket with a gear case.”

Rice.

Joseph

The Plucky Penunsylvanian who took
second honors In the big Internations!
FTauve,

The MHesuin,
Intending buser s von
reputable makers, ohe of

Now the
frumted by

| whom offers hime o 350 wheel guaran

teed to be the highest grade, while

|t wither offers his sirictly high gra b

vostok, and \he Iatier will be warm all !

The expeciation s enter
talmed that this remarkabie engineer-
\ng wit k will be sntered upan afier
the compietion of the Niberian ralls

road

Taltnst ol Haral Wamen
The tallest of the ryal women In
Burope are \he queen of FPortugal and
the “rawe prinvess of Deumark

bt in the same bowatl
Just about as gued” g
§14 The wakem are Leying to o
the publie demand and offer high
Erade wheels trom §00 up Ae A il
wl fact, the average purehaser |
Wi iv osubabile and espests Yosr e bl (o
his money It e llogieal 10 believe
that §ie will buy as much as Jie, yel
the uninbtisted fully vaxpeet o do
whem it cumes 1o wheels The b
buyers wall the hest whee! Well
the dealer werin (their price A oA
fud by wha khea king ateo

artiele at e

another one

L

S

eyeles will be able to go out next year
and get for $50, or even for less money,
& substantial wheel, sufficient for the
requirements of an ordinary rider.
There is likely to be, however, a lot of
“trash™ or “tin wheels" on the marker,
hecause of the ery for very low prices,
and inexperienced persons will do well
to take counsel of some friend before
going among the stalls to shop.

Too Mach Variation.

The troubles of the buyer will begin
when he finds wheels running In price
from $25 to $100, and each one repre-
sented to be strictly “high grade'” and
the best produced, From this state of
affairs the makers themselves arr
largely responsible. Alongslde of $100
wheels they have offered for $76 the
same machine, except that it did not
have thig, that, or the other new
wrinkle, the value of which was ques-
tlonable.  Wheel bullders have be<ir
too centradictory in  their methods
The drop had to come. The handwrii-
ing was on the wall long ago. Now
that the general price of wheels has
fallen far Lelow £100, riders have founi
that the manufacturers, Instead ol
proving their claims by getting out of
buginess, are golng blithely along
buillding high grade wheels, and seill

ing them for 20 or 35 per cent less thar.

they averred wag possible,

Shouid e Salaried

The office of chairman of the nation
al racing hoard of the L. A, W, is ¢
honorary one, being without a fixed sal
ary, During the past two years, how
ever, the national asgembly has voted
the surplus money in the racing boar!?
treasury to the chalrman for hig wool
during the year. This {g rarely les
than $2,000. On this account strong
objection will Le raised at the next
annual meeting against the practi
Instead a movement will be made !
make the office a aalaried one, At the
last annual meeting such a recommen
dation was losgt, but its passage nes
year is quite likely. It is also felt thal
it ghould be an elective office,

Charles W. Miller

Winner of the six-day bicyecle race i
Madlgeon Square Garden, New York,

For Cyecle Paths

President Potter anuounces that a.
biil will be Introduced in the legisla
ture of New York state at its coming
sesgion providing for the general con-
struction of cyvele paths, Commenting
on the plans outlined, he says: “Cyele
path construction along the lines ol
country roads will be pushed more vig-
orously in 1898 than ever before, From
the practical experience thus far
gained It is shown that the best sur-
face for eycle paths is a thin dressing
of ecrushed sandslone, This packs
ecasily, forms a smooth, elastiec road
with just enongh grit to.'bite’ the tire
and prevent slipping, drains quickly
resists the formation of mud, and f{oy
ten months in the year supplies an
ideal wheelway. 1t is superior to the
cinder surface, as the latter sticks to
the rubber tire and is easlly picked up
and loosened Ly passing wheels, In
dry weather it is blown off and scat-
tered by strong winda. A cycle patle
should be not less than flve feet wide i
its narrowest part.”

March of Improvement.

Experience has shown that it is nor
the gears in a bevel gear wheel that
are most likely to cause trouble, It s
the bearings. A few years ago, when
the constructlon of bearings was far
lega perfect than now, the old league
chainless wheel was ridden  sixteen
centuries in sixty days by o well-known
club man. Every night his wheel was
overhauled and new hearings wepre
continually being pot Into it The
gears stood the racket, but the bear-
Ings did not, Now, however, the bear-
Ings In bevel gear wheels ure of special
constraction, and are far superlor o
what were used then, From this It
will be seen that the clalm of manu
fucturers that the gears do not wear ot
break finds some corroboration in his-
Lory.

Ever Marching Ouward,

As an indication of the growing pow-
er of wheelmen in the world of poli
ties, President Potter affirms that out
of & total of 150 psplrants to the New
York assembly 14 wrote to him In oo
uneeriain vein of entreaty, with A view
of guining the support of wheelmen In
the recent campalgn Mare convine-

img #till s sald w bo the faet that
nearly all the indidates who were
| known 1o be wheelmen (hemselyves
were eles il This must toweh the

funny spot of thase who bellove Lhere

I» no kicyele valw

Mudern Rivals Kabibited

\ cle amd modor var oxhibiiion s
being arganissd s N Pelersburg, o
b hodd mest autumn. A similar Bng
Pak exhibition soun ta b opened al
Wradtond «ousists of molor are, W
tor  waguns, woler eyeles, bleyeles,
trieyvles, oud shatvas, the tt.ll‘
methad of travel carringes Thgines,

sdare and ‘helr g« cvesuries

:,———-*—n.——' -~




