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TALMAGES SERMON.

ONLY A LITTLE HONEY LAST

SUNDAY'S SUBJECT.

“1 DI but Taste s Little Honey with
the End of the KBod That Wus In My
Hand, and, Lo, 1 Muost Dia*—1 Sam-
uel 14: 43,

HE honey-bee Is &
most ingenlous ar-
chitect, a Christo-
pher Wrenn among
I nsects; geometer
drawing hexagonys
and pentlagons, &
freebooter robbing
the flelds of pole
len and aromd,
wondrous creature
of God whose bl-
ography, written by Huber and Swame
werdam, Is #n enchantment for any
lover of nature. Virgll celebrated the
Lee in his fable of Aristaeus; and
Moges, and Samuel, and David, and
Solomon, and Jeremiah, and Ezeklel,
and 8t John used the dellcacies of
Lee manufacture as a Biblo symbol.
A miracle of formation {s the bee: five
eyes, two tongues, the outer having &
sheath of protection, hairs on all sldes
of its tiny body to brush up the par-
ticles of flowers, its flight so stralght
that all the world knows of the bee-
line. The honey-comb is a palace
such as no one but God could plan
and the honey-bee construct; its cells,
sometimes @ dormitory and sometimes
a4 storehonge, and gometimes a ceme-
tery, These winged tollers first make
eight strips of wax, and by their an-
tenpae, which are to them hammer,
and chisel, and square, and plumb-
line, fashion them for use. Two and
two these workers shape the wall, If
an aceident happens, they put up but-
tregses of extra beams to remedy the
damage. When about the year 1776
an insect before unknown, in the
night time attacked the bee-hives all
over Burope, and the men who owned
them were in vain trying to plan some-
thing to keep out the invader that was
the terror of the bee-hives of the con-
tinent, it was found that everywhere
the UbLees arranged for thelr owh
protection, and built before the honey-
combs an especial wall of wax with
portholes through which the bees
might go to and fro, but not large
enough to admit the winged combat-
ant, called the Sphinx Atropos,

Corrupt literature, fascinating but
deathful, comes In this category.
Where one good, honest, healthful

book Is read now, there is a hundred
made up of rhetorical trash consumec
with avidity. When the boys on the
cars come through with a plie of pub-
lications, look over the titles and no-
tice that nine out of ten of the booke
are injurions. All the way from here to
Chleago or New Orleans notice that
objectionable hooks dominate., ‘Taste
for pure literature I8 poisoned by this
scum of the publishing house. Every
book in which sin triumphs over vir-
tue, or in which a glamour is thrown
over dissipation, or which leaves you
at its last line with less respect for
the marriage Institutlon and less
abhorrence for the paramour, is a de-
pression of your own moral character.
The bookbindery may be attractive,
and the plot dramatie and startling,
and the style of writing sweet as the
hone: that Jonathan took up with his
rod, but your best interests forbid it,
your moral safety forbids, it, your
Jod forbids it, and one taste of it may
lead to such bad results that you may
have to say at the close of the experi-
ment, or at the close of a misimproved
lifetime: “'I did but taste a little honey
with the rod that was in my hand,
and, lo, I nrust dje.”

One would suppose that men would
take warning from some of the oml-
nous names given to the intoxlicants,
and stand off from the devastating in-
fluence., You have noticed, for In-
stance, that some of the restaurants
are called “The Shades," typleal of the
fact that It puts a man's reputation in
the shade, and his morals in the shade,
and his prosperity In the shade, and
his wife and children in the shade,
and his immortal destiny in the shade.
Now, I find on some of the liquor signs
in all our citles the words “0ld Crow,”
mightily suggestive of the carcass and
the filthy raven that swoops upon It.
“Old Crow!" Men and women without
numbers slain of rum, but unburled,
and this evil is pecking at thelr
glnzed eyes, and pecking at thelr
hloated cheek, and pecking at thelr
destroyed manhood and womanhood,
thrusting beak and claw into the mor-
tal remaing of what was once glorlous-
Iy alive, but now morally dead, "0ld
Crow!' But alus! how many take no
warning! They make me think of
Cacdar on  his  way to assassination
fearing nothing: thongh his statue in
the hall erashed into fragments at his
fea! . and a geroll containing the names
of the conspirators was thrust Into his
hands, yet walking right on to meet
the dagger that was to take als life.
This infatuation of strong drink is so
wight In many a man that, though
s fortunes are  crashing. and
his health s crashing and his do-
mestle interests are crashing, and we
hand him a long scroll contalning the
pames of porils that await him, he
gooa stralght on o physieal, and men-
tal, and moral assassination, In pro-
podtion as any style of alvohollsm Is
pleanant to your taste and stlmulating
to your nerves, and for o time delight-
! to all your physical and mental can-

ation, W the peril awful. Remem-

v Jonathan and the forbidden honey
in ‘e woods @ Neth-aven,

There o &4 compiele I
Ve of ihe vinking of
maey ol possibilities 1" seemaa ae
natural for them o bet an 1o sal, In
feod the hunger tur food s ulten aver
pawered By the hunge: for wagers. 11
b abasied for those of wa whoa have

wination

harard

wever folt the faseination of the wager
o apeak alightly of ‘he ‘emplation

It has slain a multitude of Intellectual
and moral glants, men and women
gtronger than you or I. Down under
its power went glorious Oliver Gold-
smith, and Gibbon, the famous histo-
rian, and Charles Fox, the renowned
statesman.and In olden times, senators
of the United States, who uged to be
a8 regularly at the gambling housge all
night as they were in the halls of leg-
islation by day. Oh, the tragedies of
the faro table! 1 know persons who
began with a slight stake in a ladies’
parlor, and ended with the gulclde’s pis-
tol at Monte Carlo. They played with
the square pleces of bone with black
marks on them, not knowing that Sa-
tan was playing for their bones at the
aame time, and was sure to sweep all
the stakes off on hig side of the table,
State legislatures have again and
again sanctioned the mighty evil by
paseing laws In defense of race tracks,
and many young men have lost all
thelr wages at such so-called “meet-
Ings.” ivery man who voted for
such infamous bills has on his hands
and forehead the blood of these rouls.

But In this connection some YOoung
converts say to me: “ls it right 1o
play cards? 1s there any harm In a
game of whist or euchre? Well, I
know good men who play whist and
euchre, and other styles of games with-
out any wagers, 1 had a friend who
played cards with his wife and children
and then at the close, sald, “Come,
now, let us have prayers.” 1 will not
judge other men's consciences, but I
tell you that cards are to my mind #0
assoclated with the temporal and splr-
itual ruin of spiendld young men, that
I would as soon say to my famlly,
“Come, let us have a game of cards,”
as I would go Into a menagerie and
say, “Come, let us have a game of rat:
tlesnake,” or Into a cemetery, and slt-
ting down by a marble slab, say to the
gravediggers, “Come, let us have a
game at skulls.,” Conscientious young
ladies are silently saying, Do yonu
think card playing will do us any
harm?” Perhaps not, but how will
you feel if In the great day of eternity,
when we are asked to give an account
of our influence, some man should gay,
“1 was introduced to games of chance
fn the year 1898 at your house, and I
went on from that sport to something
more exciting, and went on down until
I lost my business, and lost my morals,
and lost my goul, and these chalns that
you see on my wrists and feet are the
chains of a gamester's doom, and I am
on the way to a gambler's hell.” Honey
at the start, eternal catastrophe at the
last.

Stock gambling comes Into the same
catalogue. It must be very exhilarat-
ing to go Into the stock market, and,
depositing a small sum of money, run
the chance of taking out a fortune.
Many men are doing an honest and safe
business In the stock market, and you
are an ignoramus if you do not know
that it is just as legitimate to deal in
stocks as it is to deal In coffee, or su-
gar, or flour. But nearly all the out-
glders who go there on a financial ex-
cursion lose all. The old splders eat
up the unsuspecting flies. 1 had a
friend who put his hand on his hip
pocket and sald In substance, “I have
there the value of two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars.” His heme Is
today penniless. What was the mat-
ter? Stock gambling. Of the vast
majority who are victimized you hear
not one word., One great stock flrm
goes down, and while columns of
newspapers discuss their fraud or thelr
disaster, and we are presented with
thelr features and thelr blography, But
where one such famous firm sinks, five
hundred unknown men sink with
them. The great steamer goes down,
and all the little boats are swallowed
in the same engulfment. Gambling is
gambling, whether In stocks or bread-
gtufts, or dice, or race horse bettipg.
Exhilaration at the start, but a raving
brain, and a shattered nervous system,
and a sacrificed property, and a de-
gtroyed soul at the last. Young men,
buy no lottery tickets, purchase no
prize packages, bet on no base ball
game or yacht racing, have no faith in
luck, answer no mysterious cireulars
proposing great income for small In-
vestment, drive away the buzzards that
hover around our hotels trying to en-
trap strangers. Go out and make an
honest living. Have God on your side,
and be a candidate for heaven, Re-
member all the paths of sin are banked
with flowers at the start, and there are
plenty of helpful hands to fetch the
gay charger to your door and hold the
stirrnp while you mount. But further
on the horse plunges to the bit in a
slough Inextricable,

The best honey s not like that
which Jonathan took on the end of the
rod and brought to his lips, but that
which God puts on the banqueting ta-
ble of mercy, at which we are all in-
vited to sit. 1 was reading of a boy
among the mountains of Switzerland
wscending a dangerous place with his
father and the guides. The hoy stopped

on the edge of the clff and sald,
“There s a flower | mean to gel”
“Come away from there,” =ald the

father, “you will fall off.” “No.,” sall
he, “1 must get that beautiful fower™
and the guldes rushed toward him o
pull him back when, just as they heard
him say, "1 almost have 11" he fell two
thousand feet Mirds of prey Wwere
seens & Tew days aflter elreling through
the alr and lowering gradually to the
place where the corpse lay. Why seck
Howers off the edge of & preciples
when you can walk knee-deep amid

the full blooms of the veiy Paradise of |

God® When a4 man may it at the
King's banguet, why will he go down
the sleps and contend for the refus
and bones of & hound's kennel? Hwee

of than huney and the hole)comb,
says David, is the truth of God, “"With
honey ol of the roch would | have
valisfied (hes says God @ the "»
creant.  Mere s boney gathered from
the bloasoms of ‘he trews of life, and
with & rod wade out of the wood of

the Crcss I dip it up for all your
souls,

The poet Heslod tells of an ambrosia |
and a nectar, the drinking of which
would make men live forever, and one
sip of honey from the Eternal Rock
will give you eternal life with God.
Come off the malarial levels of a sin-
ful life. Come and live on the uplands
of grace, where the vineyards sun
themselves. "Oh, taste and see that
the lord Is graclous!” Be happy now
and happy forever., For those who
take a different course the honey will
turn to gall. For many things I have
admired Percy Shelley, the great Eng-
lish poet, but 1 deplore the fact that it
seemed a great sweetnss to him Lo ais-
honor God. The poem “Queen Mah”
has in it the maligning of the Deity.
Shelley was implous enough to ask for
Rowland HIll's Survey Chapel that he
might renounce the Christian religlon.
He was In great glee against God and
the truth. But he visited Italy, and
one day on the Mediterranean with
two friends in a boat which was twen-
ty-four feet long he was coming toward
ghore when an hour's squall struck the
water. A gentleman standing on shore
through a glass saw many boats tossed
in this squall, but all ouirode the
storm except one, in which 8helley and
his two friends were salling. That
never came ashore, but the bodies of
two of the occupants were washed up
on the beach, one of them the poet. A
funeral pyre was bullt on the sea ghore
by some eclagsie friends, nnd the two
bodies were consumed, Poor Shelley!
He would have no God while he lived,
and I fear had no God when he died,
“The Lord knoweih the way of the
righteous, but the way of the ungodly
shall perigh.” Beware of the forbidden
honey!

FRENCH A CURIOUS PEOPLE.

They Have Vanity, bhut Not Pride; Rell-
glon, but Not Morality.

“The French must be the most cu-
rious people on earth,” writes Lillan
Bell in a letter from Paris to the La-
dies' Home Journal, “How could
even Heavenly ingenuity create a more
upcommnn or bewlldering contradic-
tion and combination? Make up your
mind that they are as simple as chll-
dren when you see their Innocent pic-
nicking along the boulevards and in
the parks with thelr whole families,
yet you dare not trust yourself to hear
what they are saying. Belleve that
they are cynical, and fin de siecle, and
skeptical of all women when you hear
two men talk, and the next day you
hear that one of them has shot him-
self on the grave of his sweetheart.
Belleve that politeness is the ruling
characteristic of the country because a
man kigses your hand when he takes
leave of you. But marry him, and no
insult is too low for him to heap upon
you, Believa that the French men are
sympathetic because they laugh and
ery openly at the theatre, But appeal
to their chivalry, and they will rescue
you from one discomfort only to of-
fer you a worse, The French have
gentimentality, but rot sentiment.
They have gallantry, but not chivalry.
They have vanity, but not pride. They
have religlon, but not morality. They
are a combination of the willdest ex-
travagance and the strictest parsl-
mony. They cultivate the ground so
close to the railroad tracks that the
trains almost run over thelr roses,
and yet they leave a Place de la Con-
corde in the heart of the ecity,”

The Family and the HMome.

This is the time to provide the means
for instruction and amusement for the
long and quiet evenings to come.
Farmers, mechanics, tradesmen, mer-
chants, men of all classes and ages—
now is the time to ask yourselves, how
shall we spend the winter evenings
most pleasantly and profitably? Ladies
—1t 1s your pleasure to make home the
happlest spot on earth—prepare now
to make the fireside attractive and
happy. Parents, have you thought of
the best means of promoting the wei-
fare and happiness of your children
during the winter? Every one knows
something of the charms of a winter
evening at home, and of those charms,
reading is the chief, the most lasting,
and the best. A thoroughly good and
entertaining paper is specially adapted
to meet the desire for winter evening
amusement., Every one who has en-
joyed the soclety of the Ledger by the
fireside must have felt happler and
better for Its perusal, To instruet, to
amuse, to advocate a high standard
of morality, and to cherish all the
better feeling of the heart, is its mis-
glon. Nothing is admitted to its pages
that can wound the feelings of the most
sensitive, or call a blush to the cheek
of the most modest, Children may
read it with pleasure and profit, and
we wish to make the oldest, wisest and
best in the community confess thelr
abligations to us for many pleasant,
well-spent hours,

Why It Fleased Him.

Parson Saintly (excitedly)—"Ha!-—
the great philanthropist Glveaway |
dead-—-and has left his entire fortune
1o loeal charitios and forelgn misslons,”

Stranger—"Ah! God bless him' God
bloss him! 1 like Lo see money left
like that” FParson Salatly—"Pardon

me, sir; but are you one of the cloth*™
Btranger—"Ok, no' I'm a lawyer, =
Puck.

ue Hensnn,

“Can you el me why old widowers
nearly always want ehid wivea®™ *|
can aecount for it ealy upon the theary
that obd widowers are generally ehibd:
sl thempelves

LTS

“Al the world's & stage™ “And
sveryhady wasls W0 be the star” I
don't. 1T'd be willing to be one of 1he
property mea.”

Clacinnatl Eagqulies |

STORE HOUSE AT THE BROOK-
LYN NAVY YARD.

A Large Flotilla to e Kept Upon n
War Footlng, So That at Any Mo~ |
ment the Government Can Dispateh

® Fleet.

Looking along the side of one of
Unele Sam's swift torpedo boat carch-
ers In an opposite direction to the sun-
light one can gee the indications of
the ribs as plainly as those of a well-
bred Orloff. That Is not, however, a
slgn of weakness, for it Is generally
admitted that the Amerlean “new
model” boats are possibly the strong-
est In construction and very likely the
most powerful of anything of equal
welght that at present floats; neverthe-
less thelr thin plates fast become a
prey to the solvent action of the sea,
With plates one-eighth of an inch
thick there s little or no margin for
rust, and to prevent oxldizing con-
stant painting s resorted to, whirh
operation would more than likely keep
all the eastern navy yard docks occu
pled when our new torpedo flotilia 14
complete, to the exclusion of the ships
of the line. Btrangely enough, it cosis
more to dock a torpedo boat than |t
does our largest battleship. For ex-
ampple:  The lowa when entering the
dry dock displaces 11,410 tons of water
or thereabouts, Now, when the Cusn-
Ing enters the game dock she only dis-
places 1056 tons of water, and In order
to drain the doek for the Cushing they
are obliged to pump 11,305 more tons
of water than ls required to clear the
doek for the lowa, which consumes
time and coal, For mechanleal reasons
thé Brooklyn yard 18 a center for re-
palrs, At present three small boata

will fill the docks, and in case of a |
sudden arrival of a dezen hoats to be |

put on an Immediate war footing the
flotilla would be obliged to go to sea
In miserable “driblets” of threes, ot
long intervals, ag It were,

It seems now that all this Is to be
remedied, A torpedo boat storehouse
hag been planned, under which a fleet
of seventeen large boats can be housed,
At first it was propozed to bulld two

'FOR TORPEDO BOATS. |

SNAKE ATE PIGS.

e Was a Monster Very Closely Resom-
bling & Python.

F'om Buffalo Times: Farmers n
the vicinity of Lock Springs, Mo,
were greatly harassed for several

weeks through depredations on their
chickens and pigs, and the mystery was
not solved until Newton MeCrary
started on the trall of what appeared
to be a monster snake, He traveled a
distance of two miles, when he came
to the banks of the Grand river, where
it appeared the reptile entered the
water. A search of the vicinity later
on rewarded McCrary for his persist-
ence, Apparently asleep, after having
dispatched several full-grown chick-
eng, lay a reptile of such monstroug
proportions that the man was (rans-
fixed with fear., His courage return-
Ing, MeCrary gent a charge of buck-
shot into the head of the reptile and
precipitately fled,

The contortions of the enake as it
lashed its tail and body against Lhe
ground and trees added to the fears of
the now thoroughly terrified man,
Summoning the asalstance of nelgh-
bors, MeCrary cautiously led back an
armed party, wnen, to his satisfaction,
the life of the reptile was found to
be extinet. It measured 16 feet, and
the body was as large as an ordinary
stovepipe., The specles of the reptile
Is not known, although It looks very
much ke a python. Early In ‘the
spring it was seen several miles fur-
ther up the Grand river, but reports of
the terrified spectators were not geu-
erally eredited.

Wild Horses In Arlzona,

From the New York Times: In the
Arlzona papers of late there have been
frequent complaints of serious injury,
both to crops and to pastures, caused
by the ralds of wild horses. Some-
thing like 20,000 of these creatures, it
I8 estimated, are now roaming the
plains of that territory, and they have
become serious nulsances, There s
some cauge for surprise in the fact that
at this late day, even In Arlzona, an
animal allen to the country can resume
the habitg of his almost unmeagureably
remote ancestors and can  multiply
rapidly without care or protection of
any kind, The horse in domestication
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structures, with separate rooms fur
each boat; but as the different official
jdeas were condensed the composite re-
sult was In favor of a single struc-
ture—a marine 1ift, turn-table and a
machine shop for torpedo work—muk-

ing it possible to keep a large fotilla |

upon a war fooiing, so that at any
moment the government can dispatch
practically a brand new mosquito fleet
to the seat of annovance, most likely
to meet an enemy who is some huu-
dreds of miles from his base of sup-
plies, with jaded crews and battered
boats, The enemy, seeing his disad-
vantage, becomes at once the vietim of
moral effect. Small things have turned
the tide of battle, little as the differ-
ence 18 In the spelling of “victor” and
“vietim,"

Our illustration is intended to give
an ldea of what is proposed to be
bullt, showing the boats ns they would
appear overhauled after an enguge-
ment, Three hundred and #ifty thou-
sand dollars will be expended on the
bullding, Nt and table, to be erecled
between the new timber dry dock and
the wall separating the navy yard from
Hrooklyn's new market. The naval of-
ficlals 1o & man desire the lmprove
ment, and look upon it as the most
important work on hand at presen’

A prominent oficer sald: “"We will
draw on the experience of Burope, and
go them one better.” which fesling Is
echoed by most of us without ques-
tion. - New York Herald

Owns the Flasst Pearis in Burepe,

The duchess of Cumberland possess-
es the Anest poaris in Burope. They
were part of the crown jewels of Han
wver

HOW THE TORPEDO

and in INAT they were valuesd |

Al K 180000 These pearis were clalmed |

in ST both by
unele, King Kroest of Hanaves

the queen and her
[P ]

W was Bot wuntil 1887 that Lord Wea- |

slevdale, Lard Hatheriey and Sir Law-
reaee Peel unanimous!y devides) (hat
they belonged o Hanaver, Ha they
wore then given up. along with a splon-
did canket of Jewels, part of which had
weon brought 1o Hagland from Man-
over by George 1. and the rost had
veloaged 1o Quesn Charlotte, who left
them by will 10 her son, Rraesl,

Is a rather delicate creature, subject
to many Ills, and often hard to keep
in health though watched with close
attention and allowed to want for
nothing whatever, When forced to
rely on his own resources, however, he
shows a marked capacity for resuming
the wild state and for guarding him-
self against enemies of all sorts, Ever
since the days of the Spanish explorers
the horse at every opportunity has
demonstrated his lking for freedom
and his adaptability for meeting with-
out ald the conditions of life in the
west and south, Large herds were of-
ten seen yvears ago, but that they
ghould still find room in the United
Stiites is really notable, as proving that
the country is nol nearly so well set-
tled as the opponents of Immigration
would have us believe,

The Scope ol Government.

The discussion Is more or less con-
stant as to the advisability of enlarg-
ing the functions of government, not
only by the municipal ownership of
street rallways, gas works, printing
plants, and the like, but also by the
extension of the scope of state and na-
tional government, In the meantime it
Is doubtful if any but specisl students
of the subject know to what extent the
enlargement of the scope of govern-
ment s constantly taking place. Prof.
Bugene Wambaugh, of the Harvard
Law Schoul, contributes to the Atlan-
tie Monthly an avtiele on the present
scope of government, MHe takes & cliti 1
g of any utie of our large cities, and
follows him through the course of o
day, polnting out how he and all his

FLEET WIIL BE HOUSED.

posssssions and his actions are regu-
lated by government, muanicipal .I.lurl
wr mathonal AL almost every step in !
the dally e of & residont of any large ’
ety the gusebnment mests him and
provides tor him, and the scope of gov
srument la thus in many ways belng
so constantly enlarged that il the
provess continus it s only & quesiion
of time when we shall be under gov-
ernmenl conlrol almost in & sovialistiv
why

About 200 e people are shgaged Ia
the Freach lace trade,

POWER PROPELLED LIGHTERS,

River Scows Sent Along Like Trolley
Uars.

A new [dea, somewhat on the order
of the trolley canal boats used in
France and CGermany, has been sug-
gested to relieve the traffic In large
cities where a narrow guage river car-
rying a large amount of boat traffic
enters the heart of the eity. This, of
course, necessitates numerous draw-
bridges and interruption and annoy-
ance both to the land trafic and the
boat traffle. The scheme proposed
contemplates the use of trolley light-
ers, which could run up alongside the
vessels for unloading at the docks on
the outskirts of the town, and when
loaded could convey the goods to the
warehouses and docks desired, without
necessltating the opening of swing
bridges. In loading the vesdels the
system would be just as applicable,
and the coal and supplies in cars could
be loaded directly on the lighters, car-
ried to the boats and unloaded with a
minimum of handling. Broad, shallow
lighters, with screw propellers driven
by electric motors, could be used, and
the power supplied by trolley wires
running along the banks and under the
bridges, connection between the boats
and the wire being made by means of
flexible cables, If this method were
adopted the swing bridges could be
made permanent ones, and all the
smoke, dirt and noise of the pufing
steam tugs would be obviated, and the
teaming, dock and lighterage charges
reduced to a minlmum. Moreover, the
motors used for driving the lighters
could be utilized at thelr destination
ta ralge the goods from the hold into
the warechouses or local docks, a8 ree
quired.

Output of Ceonit Pleces,

The mint of Philadelphla ls almost
constantly engaged In turning ouc
cents made of copper, with a slight
alloy of zine and tin. The state of
Pennsylvania alone abgorbed 11,000,000
last year, and New York 9,000,000,
There {8 as much curiosity about the
final fate of these cents as there {s
about that of pins. Nobody is able to
tell where the pins go to, and it {s im-
possible to even surmise what has be-
come of the hundreds of milllons of

S———————

cents issued by the mint since it be-
gan operations., It {8 rather a profit-
able business for the government, as
it means the converslon of copper
costing 10 cents a pound into a form
in which it Is worth $2 or more a
pound,

PERSONALS,

M. Paty de Clam prosecuted Dreyfus
at the court-martial.

Edward Rose, the man who wrote
the stuge versions of “The Prisoner of
Zenda,"” and “Under the Red Robe,”
began his career by reading law., He
soun abandoned it for the stage, how-
ever, and is now dramatie critic of the
London Sunday Times.

When Dr. Hans Richter, the famous
Wagnerian conductor, made up his
mind to devote himself to that branch
of music, he burned all the music he
had composed up to that time, and ce-
clared that It cooked the most delicious
cup of coffee he had ever tasted.

Selfedden Bey, the charge d'affaires
of the Turkish legation at Washington,
has left that post to assume his new
dutles as Orat secretary of the Turkish
embassy at St Petersburg. He Is
only 26 years of age, and s the young-
est diplomat who has ever been charge
d'affalres at the natlonal capital

Franvols Coppee, Lthe greal French
poet, novellst and dramatist, s an old
bachelor, and Is as devoled o hia pot
cata as the provecbial spiaster. An
American friend, who visited him a
few years ago, avers that he founl
one out In the antechamber of the
poet's resldence, (wo cats in the din-
Ing-room, four ln the parler, and eight
in his study,

Jules Massenel, the Prench com
poave, whose “dapho” has been a greal
sucoss ln Paris, sith Calve in the ile
role, has anisineed that he will write
no more operas.  Massent b Nke Gen,
Grant In his leve for a clgar, having
one belween his lips almast all he
time. Me sever acvepis social Invilas
tione, pever attends performances of
Bia ows works sscepl &l rehearsale,
and s of an enceedingly nervous habil,

o



