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AN OLD CANNON SHOP.

FURNACE RICH IN REVOLU-
TIONARY MEMORIES.
Wheore Were Cast

—Hamnel Nutt, tane Original Founder,

Washington's Guans

Caam to America In 1814 and Found
Rieh Deposits of Tron Ore,

& ROM the Philadel-
phia Times: Much
spaca is devoted by
the newspapers of
to-day to the won-
derful new guns of
recent Invention
and the mills where
they are manufac-
tured. If only by
way of comparison,
a description I8
apropos and interesting of the ancient
furnace now long since abandoned and
almost forgotten, where the cannon
was made that fought for us during the
revolution, It ig a guaint spot, hidden
among the peaceful environment of
hills and farms, yet replete with mem-
orles of historic Interest. Close by the
ruined forges some of the old guns
may still be seen, and they point out a
wieadow where, in 1777, a quantity of
firing pleces were buried to escape selz-
ure by the British, Then, too, the
furnace is among the first established
in Pennsylvania and was the placa of
manufacture of the Franklin stove, an
frvention of the famous scientist and
philosopher, s» popular in his day and
s highly vrized by modern antiquari-
ans.

Historle Warwlick Furnace, around
which these memories cling, Is sitvated
in Chester coitnty, close by the pretty
rural vilege of Coventry., So nearly
as it disappeared that diligent search
¢ required to find the spot. The fur-
noess have been cold and sllent for
pearly half a century, the hand of prog-
resg has left them stranded far from
the ¢hrannels of modern eommerce and
. few more years will find them little
put a memory. And yet they are al-
most in the dooryard of Philadelphia.
An hour's ride in the steam cars to
Pottsiown, in the Schuylkill valley,
il an eight miles’ drive southward
sre the only difficulties in the way, But
thig jaunt, short as it is, transports one
2 thoucand miles away from the pres-
ent into a past replete with its own
romapce and into a region pervaded
with an atmosphere of elegance and
irigtocracy which in the olden time
resembled more the landed gentry of
old England than the universal liberty
nd equality of free Amerlca,

On the northern edge of Chester
county a hilly agrienltural district of
ereat rural beauty is drained by French
preek—a corruption of Friend's ereek—
. stream which flows Into the Schuyl-
kill at Phoenixville,

About six miles south of Pottstown,
it the old hamlet of Coventry, French

THE OLD FURNACE VENT.

crreck divides into two branches, One
winds up to the romantie “falls,” the
sther penetrates a lateral valley to the
scuth, Abont two miles up this valley
«nd surrounded by rugged hills are the
remains of ancient Warwick Furnace.
In spite of the general ruin, enough re-
maing to give a good idea of what the
by settlement must have been when
vevolutionary cannon was made here.

| with ashes and cinders.

Iron was manufactured in this reglon

8 enrly as 1717, the only forge in Penn-

wlvan

i of prior date being that of |

| bomas Rutter, on the Manatawny, es- |

teblighed in 1716, Samuel Nutt, of Cov.

entry, Warwickshire, England, came to |

America in 1714, and Is belleved to
have dlscovered the rich deposits of

iron ore which are found in the neigh- |

boriog hills, 4n 1717 he took out his
patent for the first tract of 400 acres
o land and established his forge. Dur
ing the tollowing yeurs he rapidly in-
reaned hia holdings of real estate
n ]l at the time of hin death he owned

uver LGoh acres. The reglon, then o
virin wilkderness, was named Coven-
ey, after his Engtish home A voal
had ot then en discovered ln Penn
vivania, the ald forges ul! used char
coul In thel viorts as fusl and ths
i s maaile this product
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workmen, and their miles of posses- | appearing, for the material they con- | Pennsylvania, purchased a half inter-

sions with a power that resembled the |
feundalism fast dying out in thelr na- |
tive land. Fiae mansions, with their |
solidity and size embellished with |
many elegancies sprang up in the |
winding valleys with little tenants’ or
workmen's cottages clustering arounnd
them., The ancient church of St
Mary's was built as a place of worship,
and here their mother religion solaced
them on the Sabbath, baptized and mar-
ried them and buried them in the little
churchyard where their headstones
still wear a look of ancient, aristoeratic
pride. Samuel Nutt, proprietor and
first autocrat of the Coventry mines
and forges, took William Branson, a
Philadelphian, into partnership about
1728, but their relations were not en-
tirely satisfactory and each established
iron works of his own, Nutt was gath-
ered to his fathers in 1737, but under
the care of his widow Anna and his
children, the mills grew and prosper-
ed greatly. In his will Nutt bequeath-
ed to his widow and daughter, Rebecea,

tain is being widely used to repair the |

publie roads of the neighborhood

On the hill behind the furnace is a
large stone building in which the char-
coal was stored. Its walls and floor
are still coated with black dust and its
lofty interfor is damp with the many
raings and dimly lighted by the sun-
shine percolating through the thou-
gand gaps In the erumbling roof.
Down in the meadow, near the road
leading from the charcoal house, an
ancient blacksmith shop is now used
as a stelter for cattle. A stone's throw
further to the east the anclent “man-
slon house,” still in a good state of
preservation and inhabited, nestles
among the trees like the citadel of the
erstwhile village and glves suggestion
of the place's former importance. It
fs a great, rambling structure, ele-
vated upon a high stone terrace. The
private lawn shaded by fine old trees,
{8 removed from the surrounding land
by the terrace and iron barrlers, Upon
it faces a long veranda connecting with

THE ABANDONED ORE PITS,

120 acres of land upon which to erect
a furnace, It was then that Warwiek
came Into exlstence. This forge must
have given birth to a very considerable
village for the land about the old mill
and in the adjacent valley is thickly
strewn with the remains of workmen's
dwellings, They were little, one-and-
a-half story stone bulldings, with
small windpws, tall chimneys and low
“gtoops” In front, each with its strip
of dooryard and kitchen garden, Some
few of these are still in a falr state of
repair, many are abandoned and fast
falling to decay, and a still larger num-
ber are utter ruins, with perhaps a pile
of bramble-covered stone, a solitary
chimney with weather-beaten hearth-
gtone or a gnarled garden shrub to

mark their former locations, "The fur- |
nees was in the meadow close to the
brook. A mill dam higher up the
creek supplied water power through a
winding mill race, which still pours
Its erystal torrent through a erumbling
flume. Near by is the massive smelt-
ing furnaces of stone, shod with iron,
Its vent hole Intact, though eclogged
The masonry
arcund It has ernmbled where exposed

to the intense heat from molten
metal, The mill building itself has
entirely disappeared and upon Its

site and close to the furnace a modern
creamery has been erected, Fifty feet
away, on the banks of the stream, are
huge heaps of cinders from the fur-
nace, but even these plles are fast dis-

the principal rooms of the mansion.
On one side s an anclent garden, with
the old-time box borders grown walst-
high in a confused jungle of neglected
follage. On the opposite end of the
main bullding stretches a long wing,
its interior subdivided into Kkitchens
and many small ¢hambers, where the
workmen ate and slept. Close by are
kitchen gardens, the quaint spring
house, with its underground gallery;
an ancient log barn—one of the first
buildings erected here—and groups of
small storehouses and outbulldings.
Below the mansion houge extends a
group of mammoth barns, each with
its overhaanging projections upheld by
rcund stone pillars forming a protect-
ed porch. Thesge bulldings were once
the stables and baiting places of scores
of horses and mules, for wagons had
to be used not only to haul charcoal
from the forests and ore from the
neighboring mines, but to econvey the
manufactured iron to distant markets,|
The body of one of the ancient wagons
is still preserved in the chareoal house,
It 1s 2 pleturesque affair, ribbed on the
outside and turned up at the ends like
a boat, Shortly after Samuel Nutt's
death, Warwick Furnace witnessed the
first manufacture of the famous Frank-
lin stoves, Robert Grace, manager of
the furnace and one of the Nutt family
by marriage, was a friend of Benjamin
Franklin's, and the famous scientist
and philosopher thus describes the
transaction in his autoblography: “In
order of time I gshould have mentioned
kefore that having In 1742 invented an

open fireplace for the better warming | Wilkes. will be soen on the turf again

of rooms and at the same time saving
fuel, as the fresh sir admitted was
warmed in entering, 1 made a present
of the model to Robert Grace, one of
my early friends, who, having an iron
furnace, found the casting of the plates
for these stoves a profitable thing, as
they were growing in demand.” These
stoves are now very rare. At first
glanea one would suppose them to be
skallow open fireplaces, with very
Lroad, rounded hearths. A back plate
extends upward and forward toward an
cverhanging cornice or curtain at the
front and top over the fire. Behind
this curtain is an aperture which car-
ried the smoke off and furnigshed a
draught from the chimney through a
chamber behind the back plate, The
presence of this hot air chamber back
of the fire increased the radlation of
heat, making & greater warmth with a
less expense of fuel.

The furnace property has been held |

by the Potts family, descendants of
Anna Neutt, from 1737 to this day.
Thomas Rutter, a name also famous
among early iron manutacturers in
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est In the forges from Samuel Potts in
1771. The firm was known for many
years as Potts & Rutter, and boughR
out the shares of the helrs of William
Branson between 1778 and 1783,

During the revolution Warwick fur-
nace acquired national fame While
| the struggle for liberty was In progress
the mills were In constant operation
for the government, and large quun-
titles of cannon, balls and shell ware
chist there. One of the old shells, re-
cently found near the furnace, ls still
preserved at the Mansion House, ‘I‘he
shell I8 exceedingly heavy, about a Bgot
In diameter, hollow, and with a egst
iron sheath an Inch thick. During the
year 1776 sixty cannon of twelve and
elghteen-pound calibre were cast at
Warwlck for the Continental forces,

It was the next year, however, that
witnessed a threatened invasion, a
seizure of the armament and a sudden
termination of this warlike labor.
After the battle of the Brandywine, in
September of 1777, when the Americans
were defeated and the British oceupled
Philadelphia, Washington retired from
the neighborhood of Goshen Friends'
Meeting, where an expected battle had
been prevented by a rainstorm, and
came to Warwick, obtaining a fresh
supply of ammunition for his army.
During the winter that followed, when
the massacre of Paoll and the hard-
ships of the patriots at Valley Forge
filled the eolonists with despalr the can-
non at Warwick were in constant dan-
ger of being seized by the British,
guartered within easy marching dis-
tence of Philadelphia. 8o one day the
furnaes bell sounded an alarm, and
fts peals across the hills and through
the neighboring valleys collected all
the loyal eltizens of the countryside to
bury the guns. They hid them in the
gtreteh of meadow below the mill, and
in front of the Mansion House, and
tradition says that after the Interment
the flelds were plowed up, so that all
traces of the excavations were lost,

The hell which sounded the toesin is
gtill in existence and was exhibited at
the Centennial with gome of the can-
non made at Warw!ek furnace, It was
cagt at the mill by Potts & Rutter in
1767 and was used constantly to call
the men to work from that time until
May, 1874, a period of 117 years,

There are still a number of cannon
buried in the mud along the banks of
the stream In the meadow, although
these are more probably guns which
did not stand the firing test, than the
swivels concealed there to escape the
British., The latter would be too valu-
able to remain buried after danger was
past, and tradition says that the im-
perfect guns were deposited along the
gtream. Be that as it may, the cannon
are still visible there, although they
are fast being submerged. Their
weight Is 8o great that the washing of
water around them and falling away
of the soft earth that supports them
is causing them to sink deeper and
deeper into the ground, Several of
them have been removed as relles.
About ten years ago, some of the men
and boys of the neighborhood who
wanted to celebrate the “Glorious
Fourth” in true Revolutionary style,
exhumed one of the old cannon and
dragged it to the summit of a neigh-
boring hill. There they loaded it with
a charge of powder and fired it as a
galute, The ancient cannon was bursg
into a thousand pieces,

NOTES OF THE HORSES.

Queen Alix, 2:033%,
pounds at present.

W. H. McCarty now has Claybourne,
2:11%, in his string.

A European horseman recently of-
fered $2,500 for Vego, 2:10%.

Last Request, 2:11%, by Bourbon

welghs 920

this year.

Charley Thompson has added Monte
Christo, 2:18%, to his string at Fleet-
wood Park.

Klamath, 2:07%, has a half-brother
named King Altamont, which will be
raced this season.

The two fast pacers, Sulphide, 2:007%,
and Carbonate, 2:09, will not start in
public this season.

Trainer Jack Burny says Joe Patch-
en, 2:08, earned $80,000 in purses and
stallion fees in three years.

Ornament's full brother was sold by
the owners of the Beaumont stud tc
J. 8. Curtis, for $10,100.

The ex-turf queen, Maud 8, 2:08%
is now sald to be in foal to Starkirk,
a brother to Magnolia, 2:15.

Axinite, 2:17%, by Axtell, 2:12, acts
very nicely thls spring. He stepped a
third mile in 2:22 recently.

Analine, a promising three-year-old
| full slster to the pacer, Online, 2:04
| has been a half In 1:10 at the trot,
| B B, 2:124, the famous branded
| pacer, sold at auction at Boston last
| week for $680. He was a close second
| to Hal Pointer the first heat Hal paced
| below 2:10,

Constantine, 2:12%, may race a little
this fall. He made his record In 1882,
and was a competitor of Kremlin in

| one or two great races, Later the Lord
Russell horse outclassed him ecom-
pletaly,

Mouroe Ballsbury, who had trouble
in getting hin stable away from Call-

fornila, as the horses were taken pos |

session of by the ereditars of the s
tate. la now on his way east, and has
added the fast stalllon Doodle, 2:13%
to Nl string

Trotting horsemen have Just passed
the darkest singe of the panic and few
Ihere are who favor large expendilures
L lor entrance money, even as caondition:
sow stand. M opeasd for a free-loe
L all trotting clase Hithe Interest s Like
Iy o atineh. as that class atl presenl
lacks Aghting talent

The Quesn lgns aver onse eanli
pent 1 peninsdlias J00 promonteries

1000 Inkes, 2000 sivers and 10000 e | and baok up her demands by

rude

GOLD IN ABUNDANCE.

CUT ALL WHO DIGC ARE NO7
SURE OF REWARD.

Are to e Surmounted
Snre After All—
Mare People Leave for the North

Many Hardahips
anidd Fortunes Not

—Steamship Industry Boom-
Ing—Klondyke Trade,

Conditions Not Dazeling,

Mapison, Wis,, Aug. 6.--J C, Wil
stead, since 1801 superintendent of the
government reindeer farm in Alaska,
now here on s vacation, sald yester-
day that while the gold reports were
not exaggerated in the least, the hard-
ships were terrible and few of those
who were rushing to the new fields
had any idea of the endurance re-
quired. A person having a good posi-
tion would be wise to keep it, In pref-
erence to going fortune hunting In
Alaska. Many of them forget that
they will be thousands of miles from
civilization and entirely upon their
own resovrees, and, even though they
succeasfully weather the trip, there s
no certalnty that they will return
loaded down with gold dust. Of trad-
ing business Wilstead waxes enthusi-
astle, and he thinks in this line for-
tunes rivaling the wealth of the Hud-
son Day trading companies will be
made,

Wasnixaron, Aug. 0.—J. D, Crols
sant of this city, now in Alaska, in &
letter written in July, dwelt upon the
great rush for the Klondyke, deelared
that many of the stories of fortunes
were overdrown by those Interested
in the region In varlous ways and pre-
dieted  intense disappointment and
suffering for thousands, He said that
claims along the Klondyke had all
been taken apd the only hope for new-
comers would be along other stresms
which had been partially prospected
with poor success, e sald that when
he wrote thero were hundreds boond
for the gold flelds with neither money
nor provislons and proper clothing and
he believed seores would die during
the coming long winter,

STILL MORE BEAVE THE COLD,

Searrie, Wash., Aug. v —The steam-
ship Claveland sailed for 8t. Michael's
to-day with 200 passengers and 1,000
tons of freight for the new gold re-
glons.  Among the passengers are
Captaln P, M. Ray and Lieutenant
Richardson, UI. 8, A., who will 1nves-
tigate the military necessities of
Alaska, select a site for a fort and
make preparations for troops from
Fort Russell, Wyo., who will probably
be sent to Alusks in the spring.

The North American Transporta-
tion and Trading company has let a
contract for the building of four more
river steamers, making eight contracts
let by the company in two weeks. All
of the bonts are of large capacity,

Deck hands for Yukon-bound vessels
are in great demand and wages have
been incresnsed from 8§45 to $10 @
month,

CUDAHY ON HIB BIG CLAIMS,

Cuicaco, Aug. 6, —John Cudahy,
head of the proposed $25,000,000
Alaska mining company, sald that the
company owned thirty placer claims,
each us rich as the Klondyke, but
would say nothing of the quartz
clalms. The Clover Leaf, south of
Fort Cudahy and four miles from nav-
ignble water, is the only quartz ¢laim
that will be worked in the near fu-
ture.

The organization of the new ecom-
pany was completed at the Auditor-
fum annex to-day, the title to be the
Cudahy-Healy Yukon and Klondyke
Mining company. The following are
the incorporators: John Cudahy,
Michael Cudahy, €. L. Hutehinson,
E. A. Hamill, Ely E Weare, P. B,
Weare, C. A, Weare, John J. Healy,
C. H. Hamilton and Eli A, Gage. In-
<corporation will be under West Vir-
ginia statutes.

INSURANCE SCHEMES BLOCKED.

InpiaNaroris, Ind., Aug. 6. —The
determination of the leading life in-
surance companies to carry no risks
on Klondyke explorers has fallen with
dampening effect on the co-operative
companies which were forming in this
city and upon a number of men who
were preparing to start for Alaska
during the coming winter. One of
these companies intended to send ten
representatives, each insured for 810,-
000, giving each man $1,000 besides
money for contingent expenses, all of
them to co-operate in the search for
gold, dividing equally with the com-
pany, and in case of death the insur-
ance money to be pald to the company.
By each death the company stood to
win §8,5%00, on the vasis that not more
than 81,500 would be spent on each
representative.  Another  company
slmply designed carrying saffeient in-
surance to reimburse it for setual out-
lays. It is not thought that any of
these companies will proveed further
with the organization.

A Farm on the Yukoen

Cuicaao, Aug. 6 —Unele Sam soon
will have an experimental farm in the
Yukon valley, if Secrctary Wilson's
pledge to I B Weare of the North
Awmerican Transportation snd Trading
eompany, Is brought to fulilliment
The promise was wade in Chloago yes
terday bt » conference between the
two men named and G B Pray, re-
eontly u'uu-ll’lllw‘ surveyor gvneral of
Aluska by Proaldent MeKinley,

Japan Wanis » unuiau

New Youx, Aug. 4~ A special to the
Rerald fram Washington says: Japan
will insist Yhut the | nited Dimles as-
sume A& contingent respoasibiiity in
the matter of arbitration of her it
fervnces with Hawail un the subjoets
of lmwmigration and the Wi I
wnderstond that this bs one of the os
seatial vonditivas Wi which Japan
will vonsent W wrbitration sud Yhat if
Whis reaponsibility s nod sssumed by
the United miates. Japan will break
ol negotiations louking W arbitralion
. haval

| dumonstralivn s Hawalian waten

TO CONTROL THE CANAL.
Thia Niearasguasn FPolley Wil Be e
ommended to Congress

Wasmxarox, Aug. 06.—=No matter
what the attitnde of the Greater Re-
publie of Central America may be. it is
the intention of the administration to
recommend governmental control of
the Nicaragus canal when Congresa
assambles next December.

This was made plain at a conference
at the state department, participated
in by SBecretaries Adee and Crimler,
Benntor Morgan, former Senator War.
ner Miller and Mr. Merry, the recent-
ly appointed minister to Nicaragua,
Salvador and Costa Rica, regarding
the complieations which have grown
out of the refusal of the governments
of Niearagua and Salvador to receive
Mr. Merry.

It has been practically decided that
Mr. Merry shall go to Costa Ries, and
that the Wendquarters of the legation
shall be teansferred to that country
from Nicfragua. No steps will be
taken to make this tranffer, howaever,
until the governments of Nicaragua
and Salvador have again been hewrd
from.

KLONDYKE NUGGETS.

A Former HKansss Man Tells Home
Wonderful Yarns.
Hiawatua, Kan, Aug. 6-—-J. E.

Moore, formerly of this neighborhood,
but now of Seattle, writes home to his
parents that the Klondyke gold stories

are nearly all true. His Sonday
schuol  tencher, Vrofessor Lippy,
brought back 850,000 A Poverty

Guleh neighbor, whose wifa “took in
washing,”" has returned with $112,000
and he emptied a sack of pnuggets
worth 8410 ecuch In a plate for Mr.
Moore to see. He left his son and »
companion in choarge of his mine and
expeets them to  plek up 300,000 be-
fore the bad season sets in.  He claims
to have picked nuggets up by the
handful. Prominent men in polities
nnd  rich men and poor men by the
thousands are rushing to Alaska from
Heattle,  Mr. Moore advises his friends
not to think of venturing there with-
out they have at least §5,000 to squans
der,

A SOCIETY SENSATION.

Youog People Quarrel on Thelr Wedding
Day and Another Fellow Giets Her,
Hyremnson, Kan,, Aug. 6.—Loast

night was to have been the oceasion
of n wedding, in which o large circle
was Interested. Mr. A, D. Yoder, a
popular elerk at Martin's dry goods
store, had a house furnished and
all preparations made for his mar-
riage with Miss Mattie Hutehinson
last evening. Because his intended
had persisted in taking a buggy ride
with Jesse Cook, a handsome young
grocer, on the evening before, Mr.
Yoder decided yesterday morning that
the marriage should not take place,
Mr, Cook was one of the first to hear
the report, and he immediately called
upon Miss lintchinson and asked her
for her hand in marriage. e was ac-
cepted, and the two were married yes
terday eveniog at the same hour that
the Yoder-Hutchinson marriage waa
to have taken place,

JAPAN SORE AT AMERICA.

The Hawallan snd High Tariff Legisia-
tlon Berluusly Affecting Trade

New Yok, Aug. 6.—Recent letters
recelved In this city from Japan state
that & strong antl-American feeling
still exists in that country and that
Americans are being boyeotted on all
sides by the Japanese, First the Ha-
wallan question stirred vp the ill feel-
ing, which was afterwards heightened
by the discussion in the United States
Congress on the tariff when the propo-
sitlon was advanced to tax severely
certain Japanese goods. The Japanese
took this as a direct affront, and they
have not lost an opportunity since to
belittle Americans and all that per
tains to this country.

ULTIMATUM SENT PERU

Unole Sam Wearles of Delay in Paying
the MoCord Clalm.

Wasmsaron, Aug. 6.—An ultima-
tum has been presented to the Peru-
vian government by the administra~
tion requiring the immediate payment
of the McCord claim of §50,000,

While no threat of coercion is made
in case of refusal, the note makes the
statement that any further delay on
the part of Peru to close the incident
will be considered as injurious to the
cordial relations existing between the
two governmenis

The Peruvian minister has eabled
the note to Lims, and is now awaiting
instructions from that government

A Callforals ¥ er & Delault

Repmixa, Cal, Aug 6.--John Made
deun, treasurer of Modoe county, diss
appeared two weoks ago and Distriet
Attorney Baker, belleviug that he is »
defaulter for at least $35,000, has
wakod the board of supervisors to de-
clare the oftice vacant and appoint o
new treasurer,

Wheat Down Three Uents

Cuicano, Aug. 0, —Forelguners turned
wllers of wheat to-day, aud thero was
a drop of three cents in Chlcago prices,
not any of which was recovered,
There was & drop of & penny o Livers
poul prices, desplite the strong marked
0 Lhis eonntry yesterday,

Fitieen Mundred India Ml Mands Do
vlared Killed e & Calvaita Riet

Lospes, Aug. & ~The Kvwealng
Nows publishes a lettor from a Uals
cutta volunteer. eltorating \he slale
ment that during the recent rioling
thete the artillery fred paint blank ab
om0 mill hands whe were warvhing
to joim the rlolers, killing 1500 wl the
uatives The seoretary of siale foe
ludia, Losd tisorge Humilion, waa
guestioned in the House wf Lommons
July b aa to the aovurasy of the reperd
and deslared thal wnly seveh were

hilivd




