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CHAPTER XIV.—(CoXTINUED.)

“What a streak of luck for you, my

. Zood brother,” he observed, when the

f table was over, “If you had gone to

" Parls, you would have played dick-

. duck-drake with the whole consign-
ment in three months, Your own
would have followed; and you would
have come to me In a processlon like
the last time, But I glve you warning
—8tagle may weep and Henrl ratioei-
nate—it will not serve you twice, Your
next collgpse will be fatal, 1 thought
1 had told you o, Stasie? Hey? No
senge?”

The Doctor winced and looked fur-
tively at Jean-Marie; but the boy
S seemed apathetie,

“And then again,” broke ont Casl-
“mir, “what children you are—viclous
ehildren, my falth! How could you tell

he value of this trash? It might have
been worth nothing, or next door,”
. “Pardon me,” pald the Doctor, “You
L ave your usual flow of spirits, I per-
Leelve, but even less than your usual
eliberation, 1 am not entirely Igno-
t of thege matters,"”

' “Not entirely Ignorant of anything |

Lever I heard of,” interrupted Casimir,

prt of pert politeness,

& 'a'.' “At least,” resumed the Doctor, “I
i ye my mind to the subject—that you |

may be willing to belleve—and I estl-

pated that our capital would be dou-
fled.” And he described the nature of
s find,

= "My word of honor!” sald Caglmir,

®1 half believe you! But much would
pend on the quality of the gold.”
“The quality, my dear Casimir,

_ as——" And the Doctor, In defaull

i language, kissed his finger tips.

" 1 would not take your word for It,
y good friend,” retorted the man of
siness, “You are a man of very rosy
ews, But this robbery,” he contin-

wed—'"this robbery I8 an odd thing.

course I pasge over your nonsense
- about gangs and landscape-painters.
. For me, that i a drenm, Who was in
“the house last night?”
¢ “None but ourselves,”
Doctor,
“And this young gentleman?"” asked
" Casimir, jerking a nod in the direction
of Jean-Marie,
“He too?"—the Doctor bowed,
“Well; and, if it 18 a falr question,
- who Is he?” pursued the brother-in-

replied the

“Jean-Marle,” answered the Doctor,
“combines the functions of a son and
- stable-boy. He began as the latter, but
he rose rapidly to the more honorable
rank in our affections, He s, 1 may
say, the greatest comfort in our lives."”
. “Ha!” sald Casimir. "And previous
to becoming one of you?"
~ “Jean-Marie has lived a remarkable
. existence; his experience has been em-
fnently formative,” replied Desprez.
" *“If I had to choose an education for my
. gon, I should have chosen suck another.
" Beginning life with mountebanks and
" thieves, passing onward to the society
* and friendship of philosopheryg, he may
! be said to have skimmed the volume
~ of human life,”
“Thieveg?" repeated the brother-in-
law, with a meditative air,
The Doctor could bave bitten his
tongue out, He foresaw what was com-
fng, and prepared his mind for a vig-

" orous defense,

“Did you ever steal yourself?" asked
Casimir, turning suddenly on Jean-
Marle, and for the first time employing
a single eyeglass which hung round his
neck.

“Yes, sir,” replied the boy, with =
deep blush,

CHAFPTER XV,

ASIMIR turned to
the others with
pursed lips, amd
nodded to them
meaningly., “Hey?"
sald he; “how |s
that?"

“Jean-Marie I8 a
teller of the truth”
returned the Dog-
tor, throwing out
his bust,

“He has never told a He,” added mu-
dame. “He is the best gf boys.™

“Never told a lle, has he not? re-
flected Caslmlir, “Strange, very
strange, Give me your uttention, my
young friend,” he continued, ‘You
knew about this treasure®”

“He helped 10 bring it home,” inter-
posed the Docter,

“Despros, | ask you wvothing but te
hold your tongue.” returned Casimir,
*1 mean o question this stable:-boy of
yours; and If you are so certain of his
Innocence, you can afford ta let him
apswer fur himsell. Now, sir,” he re-
sumed, pointing his eyeglass stralght
Wt Jean-Marie, “you knew it could e
stolea with lmpuniiy® You knew you
cutld not be prosecuted? Come! Did
you or did you Bt

“1I 4" answered Jean-Marle, In a
miserable whisper, MHe sal there
vhanging volor like o revelving pharos
twisting his Ragers hyslericnlly, swal-
lowing alr, the plotare of guilt

“You kaew where It was pd™ e
sumied the tugalator

“Neu." lrom Jean - NMarie

You say you bave bean a (hief be
fore,” coutinesd Casimir, “"Now, how
am | o hnew thal you ale natl oae
stiil? | suppose yeu could otimb b
grech Bals 4

Yva : i

“"Waell hel, It

rNer

fram the v prid

Nas Yok whe slaie

these things. You know it, and you
dare not deny it. Look me In the face!
Raise your sneak's eyves, and answer!”

But In place of anything of that sort
Jean-Marie broke into a dismal howl
and fled from the arbor, Anastasle, as
she pursued to capture and reassure the
vietim, found time to send one Par-
thian arrow—"Casimir, you are a
brute!”

“My brother,” gald Desprez, with the
greatest dignity, “you take upon yours
self a llcenge——"

“Desprez,” Interrupted Casimir, “for
Heaven's sake be a man of the world.
You telegraph me to leave my business
and come down here on yours, [ come,
I ask the business, you say ‘Find me
this thief” Well, T find him; 1 say
"There he i8" You need not like it,
but you have no manner of right to
take offense.”

“Well,” returned the Doctor, I grant
that; 1 will even thank you for your
mistaken zeal, But your hypothesis
was go extravagantly monstroug——""

“Look here,” Interrupted Casimir;

powing, and ralsing his glass with ;i.|

“was It you or Stasgle?”

“Certainly not,” answered the Doe-
Lor,

“Very well; then it was the hoy. Say
| no more about it,” said the brother-in-
{ law, and he produced hls cigar-case,
| "I will say this much more,” returned
| Desprez; “If that boy eame and told me

g0 himeelf, 1 should not helleve him;
Ium! if I did believe him, so implicit
i 8 my trust, I gshould conclude that he
| had acted for the best.”

“Well, well,” sald Casimir, indul-
| gently. "Have you a light? 1 must be
|;:ulm(. And by the way, I wish you
| would let me gell your Turks for you.

I always told you, it meant smash. I
| tell you so agaln. Indeed, it was partly
that that brought me down, You never
acknowledge my letters—an unpardon-
able habit”

“My good brother,” replied the Doc-
tor blandly, 1 have never denled your
ability in business; but I can perceive
your limitations."

“Egad, my friend, I can return the
compliment,” obgerved the man of
business, “Your limitation Is to be
downright irrational,”

“Observe the relative position,” re-
turned the Doctor with a smile, "It
{8 your attitude to belleve through
thick and thin in one man's judgment
—your own. | follow the same opinion,
but eritically and with open eyes.
Which is the more irrational?—1 leave
it to yourself.”

“0Ob, my dear fellow!” cried Casimir,
“gtick to your Turks, stick to your
stable-boy, go to the devil in general
in your own way and be done with it.
But don't ratiocinate with me—I can-
not bear it. And so, ta-ta, | might as
well have stayed awny for any good
I've done, Say good-bye from me to
Htasie, and to the seuilen hang-dog of
a stable-boy, if you lnsiet oo It; I'm
off.”

And Casimir departed. The Doctor,
that night, digsected his charactler be-
fore Anastasie. “One thing, my beau-
tiful,” he said, “he has learned one
thing from his lifelong aequaintance
with your husband: the word ratioci-
nate. It shines & his vocabulary, like
a jewel In & muck-heap. And, even so,
he continually mizapplics it. For you
must have observed he uzes it as a sort
of tavnt, in the case of to ergotize, im-
plying, as it were—the poor, dear fel-
low!—a veln of sonhistry. As for his
cruelty to Jean-Marie, it miust be for-
given him—It Is not his nature, it Is
the nature of his life. A man who deals
with money, my dear, is a man lost."”

With Jean-Marie the process of re-
conciliation had been somewhut slow.
At first he was inconsolable, Insisted
on leaving the family, went from par-
oxysm to paroxysm of tears; and it was
only after Anastagie had been clogseted
for an hour with him, alone, thut she
came forth, sought out the Doctor, and
with tears in her eves, acqualnted that
gentleman with what had passed,

“At first, my husbaud, he would hear
of nothing,” she sald. “Imagine! It he
had left us! what would the treasure
be to that? Horrible treasure, it has
brought all this nbout! At last, after
he has sobbed his very heart out, he
agrees to stay on a conditlon—we are
not to mention this matter, this In-
famous susplcion, not even to meution
the robbery, On that agreemen' only,
the poor, cruel boy will consenh to re-
maln among his friends."”

“Hut this Inhibition,” sald the Doe-
tor, “this embargo—it cannot possibly
wpply o me?

“To all of ua”
him.

"My cherished one,” Despres protest.
ed, “you waust have misunderstogd it
It cannot apply to me. He would nat-
urslly eome (0 me."

“HMearl, ' she sald, “It doss; | swear
o you it does™

“This s & palaful, a very painful elr
onmastance.” the Doctor sald, looking a
Hitle back, "I vannot afsci, Anastasie
e be aurihing but Justly woundesd. |
feel thin, | foel i1, my wife, scutely.”

“I knew you would” she sald, it
If you had seen his distives' We must
wake allowances, we must s riflve our
feelings.

“I trust, my dear, you have never
founsd e averse lo sucrifiges, " felurne
the Ivetor yety «fiMy

‘Al youh will let me go and el hin

Anastasie assured

that s have agresd? It will be Uk
pabile nalwie,’ dhe ciwd

so i owoukd, he perovived <-It would
bhi wable wature! Up Jumped

¥onar

his spirits. triumphant at the thought.
“Go, darling,” he said nobly, “reassure
him. The subject is buried; more—I
make an effort, 1 have accustomed mj
will to these exertions—and it is for-
gotten."

A little after, but still with swollewn
cyes and looking mortally sheepish,
Jean-Marle reappeared and went os-
tsntatiously about his business, He
was the only unhappy member of the
party that sat down that night to sup-
per, As for the Doctor, he was ra-
diant. He thus sang the requiem of
the treasure:

“This has heen, on the whole, a most
amusing episode,” he sald, “We are
not a penny the worse-—nay, we uare
immensely galners, Our philosophy
has been exerc™al; some of the turtle
is still left—the most wholesome of del-
lcacies; 1 have my staff, Anastasie has
her new dress, Lean-Marie is the proud
possesgor of a fashlonable kepl, Be-
sides, we had a glass ¢f Hermitage lasi
night; the glow still suffuses my mem-
ory. 1 was growing positively niggard-
ly., Let me take the hint; we had one
bottle to celebrate the appearance of
our vislonary fortune; let us have a gec-
ond to console us for Its occultation,
The third I hereby dedicate to Jeans
Marie's wedding breakfust.”

CHAPTER XVIL

HE Doctor's house

> has not yet recelved

the compliment of

n deseription, and

it is now high time

that the omission

were supplied, for

" the house s iteelf

an actor in the sto-

ry, and one whose

part is nearly at an

end, Two storles in

height, walls of a warm yellow, tiles
of an anclent ruddy brown diversified
with moss and lichen, it stood with one
wall to the street in the angle of the
Doctor's property. It was roomy,
draughty, and Inconvenlient. The large
rafters were here and there engraven
with rude marks and patterng; the
handrall of the stairs was carved in
countrified arabesqgue; a stout timber
pillar, which did duty to support the
dining-room roof, bhore mysterious
characters on Its darker slde, runes,
according to the Doctor; nor ¢id he fall,
when he ran over the legendary histo-
ry of the house and It possessors, Lo
dwell upon the Scandinavian scholar
who had left them, Floors, doors, and
rufters made o great variety of angles;
every room had a particular Inclino-
tion; the gable had tilted toward the
garden, after the manner of a leaning
tower, and one of the former proprie-
tors had buttressed the bullding from
that side with a great strut of wood,
like the derrick of a crane. Altogether,
it had many marks of ruin; it was a
houge for the rats to desgert; and noth-
ing but its excellent brightness—the
window-glags polished and shining, the
paint well geoured, the brasses radiant,
the very prop all wreathed about with
climbing flowers—nothing but ite air
of a well-tended, smiling veteran, sit-
ting, eruteh and all, in the sunny cor-
ner of a garden, markod it as a house
for comfortable people to inhabit. In
poor or idle management It would soon
have hurrled Intw the blackguard
stages of decay. As ft was, the whole
family loved It, ant¢ the Doctor was
never better inspireil than when he
narrated its Imaginary story and drew
the character of its successive masters,
from the Hebrew merchant who had
re-edified its walls after the sack of
the town, and past the mysterious en-
graver of the runes, down to the long-
headed, dirty-handed boor from whom
he had himself acquired it at a ruin-
ous expense. As for any alarm abou:
its gecurity, the Idea had never present-
ed itself. What had stood four centu-
ries might well endure a little longer

ATO B2 CONTINU S

AMERICA A \_&_fyl-_l_l_&_STLING NATION

The Yankeo's Giay Method of Worklng
O s Nervousoess.

The right of a person to whistle, to
the paralysis of other persons’ nerves,
{s becoming almost as burning a gues-
tion as the right of persons to smolke
to the montal and bodily detriment of
others, #ays the Doston Transcrip. We
Americans are probably, next to our
own colored people In  the routhern
towns, whom we have educated In the
art, the most addieted to  whistling
There are apparently two recosona for
this. One I8 that we are the most
nervous of peaple—we have got to be
dolng something, we can't go down
stolldly at our work like Europeins or
elt sllent and contemplative, so  we
work off our fldgets with whistling
The other reason Is that we are iy
a cheerful and expressive peopi®, in
spite of all that has ever heen sald to
the contrary, The natlonsl whistling
habit haa resulted lu the production of
n great number of really skillful and
musical whistlers, With one consbder-
ation and another there s & tremend:
ous amount of whistliog. It seems
cheerful and sometimes, Lo the whistjer,
It s really cheerful. Now, uadoubted-
Iy this would e very nlee U overy
one's whistling wia heard only by him-
self, It would be & blessed way of
working off one's nervousness, oo
What about that* An  ondinary
whistler's performance gives absoluie'y
0 pleasire W0 any one but hisselt

Nery Namall

"Now, George, " sald Mr. Minor, pour:
ing vatl o fnger of wihishey and hawl-
ing 1 o the sewl darky, “ihie In the
Bhewt o0l in the wortd  You bave
wever tasted anyibing Nhe It I W 8
youre obl. What de you sk of 0
Aher Ueorge had mllsd i§ aver hin
tongus and snched It beiwenn his o w
remalning ‘weth, then aswailowesd »
showly and reftectively, Witing his ey
b heaven, he replied Mare Jubhi
Bt powdul  Nitle e @' agat =New
Yuork Peees

|

FARM AND

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
AGRICULTURISTS.

Some Up-to-Date Hints Ahout
tion of the NSoll and Yields
Hortlealture, Viticaltare
culture,

Cultiva-
Thereof —
and Flori-

Water In Crops.
ORE water Ia sold
by farmers than
any other sub-
stance, and it
brings a  higher
price in proportion
to cost than any ma-
terial  known, a
writer In Pldladel-
phia Record says.
Water I8 sold in 8o
many forms, how-
vaiue varies daily,
clover containg
water per tonm,
of dry clover

Its

green
lJf
ton

ever, that
A crop
1.600
and

of
pounds
when a

hay {8 hauled to market 200 pounds of |

the load conslsts of water, Every hun-
dred pounds of milk gold contalns Y]
pounds of water, and the mixed stable
manure which s gpread on the fields
Is more than one-half water, No mat-
ter how dry o. weli cured the hay and
fodder erops may be, from the farm-
#r's point of view, there will be water
to hau} that s contalned in the plant,
A ton of cured fodder contains 5675
pounds of water, and even salt hay,
which Is usually appurently as dry as if
nasecd through o kiln, econtalns over
100 pounds of water per ton, The far-
mer sells this water, and the more wa-
ter he can sell the larger Lils profit, as
all nitrogenous and mineral matter
taken from the soll by the plants is a
direct loss unlegs the price at which
the erop is sold s sufficlently large to
relimburse the farmer for his loss of
plant food, as well as aford him a
profit, The greatest profit from the use
of water as an Ingredient of farm pro-
ducts s woen the farmer grows suzh
crups as lheets, earrots, potatoes and
urndne, ok they can be utilized on the
farm instead of entalling cost of trans-
portation to market, While these crops
contain a large smount of solld matter
in proportion to the yleld per acre,
thelr chief value Is in the water, as the
water 18 a valuable ald to digestion and
conteing the nutritions matter In golu-
tlon 1o @ Jarge extent; hence the water
s not a useless enbstance which adds
welght only, but is as desirable In the
torm in which It oxigts in the plant
as the solld portions, but while the sol-
id portions cost the farmer sometimes
the water does not, and that is an lm-
portant copsideration which must not
be overlooked, The water in plants
;annot be supplied artificlally, Every
one knows that there is a difference he-
tween green apples and apples that
have been dried and cooked In water.
It |8 the same with vegetables and
roots, We can dry them and render
themn juley agaln by eooking them in
water, but we cannot regain the condl-
tion in which the water existed In the
plant before drylng or evaporating It
It I8 more valuable than that which ls
supplied., Beets and carrots contain
1,500 pounds of water per ton, A crop
of twenty tons of bects per aere de-
notes that the farmer has taken from
+hat oere as a4 erop 26,000 pounds of
water, and such a yleld of beets Is 1ot
a large one compared with results fre-
quently obtained. Turnips, one of the
staple crops of the farm, contaln 't
little less water than beets or carrots,
and potatoes are gold at good prices
some years, although there Is about 1.-
500 pounds of water in every ton, The
proportion of water in frults Is much
greater, eapeclally with grapes, straw-
berries and cherries; in fact, water i1
fruits brings a higher price than is ob-
talned for any material, as a box of
strawberries selling at 10 cents woald
allow less than one cent for the sulid
matter contained, leaving nine ceits
for the water To secure this erop of
water, however, the farmer will Le
ecompelled to use care and judgment. [t
comes from the clouds, it s true, but
there are periods when the plant cannot
store it; hence the fruit and vegetables
0 not grow to perfection and the far-
mer will lose a portion of his erop of
water, while his land will have already
given up more than the proportiocate
aipply of mineral matter,
Sprays mnd Spraying.

In spraying eurrants there 18 danger
A making an applieation within three
vecks of the time the frult is used
or foud., Currants should be sprayed
14 BOON A8 Worms are seen with parls
grecn; If they reappear repeat the
spray, adding bordeaux for mildew, Il
worms still trouble use pyrethrum or
hellabore. The third application to ap-
ples should be made a week after the
blossoma have fallen of bordeaux and
paris green; repeat after ten to four-
teen days and again in ten to fourteen
days use bordeaux or weak copper sul-
phate. When cherries have sol use
bordeaux and paria green: repeat In
ten to twelve days later, If slgns of rot
appear. In Wwa W twelve days maore
use copper sulphate solution weak and
repeat If necesssary. Cabbages may
nead fve sprays. When worms fiest
Appear wee paris gresn. I worms or
aphides are ropeal Il the plants
are not uslng using emulsion
for aphin I aphis persist, or If worms

these Umea aa follows. When

fralia bave st wee burdeaus. M din
vase APpears Tvpeal of e weal copper
uuru- solution. W secessary apeay
wi satphate salutlon

L
polsoned; they are wavessary lo fertil.
s the Bowers

Pordeaun  Misture e the  standand

GARDEN. |

wean
Neves ':lru-m while trues |
. a8 the beos will s |

remedy for all fungous diseases. Use
four pounds copper sulphate and four
pounds of fresh lime to forty gallens
of water, It is comparatively inex-
pensive, does not injure the most ten-
der foliage if properly prepared, re-
mains for a long time upon the plants
and in fungicidal powers has few If
any superiore. If a large quantity is to
be used it Is well to prepare a consid-
erable amount of the materials so that
they will only need to be mixed before
using. The copper sulphate will dis-
solve readily if suspended in a barrel
of water In a coarse gack or basket.
By thug dissolving twenty-four pounds
in, say, thirty-six gallons of water, we
shall have enough for six barrels of
forty gallons each. The lime should
be slaked glowly, adding water ouly
as fast as it {s taken up. Twenty-four
pounds Is all that is needed for the
above amount of copper sulphate, but
if it will be required within a week or
two the entire barrel may be slaked at
once, It will not deterlorate If kept
covered with water. The above form-
ula fs adapted for use with most crops
but it may be slightly modified, Thus
for the second spraying of grapes the
amount of water ghould be reduced to
thirty gallons, and for most other erops
It may be Increased to fifty gallons nf-
ter the pecond application, especlally
il they are mode at frequent intervals.

Tusanity In Harses

Whether there are not some horses
that are actually Insane I8 a subject
upon which opinions differ, On this
question an English writer says: “1
have little doubt but that in many
cages where the horse shows sudden,
unaceountable fita of i1l temper, viee,
or other demonstrations of strange
conduct, that the cause |5 due to cere-
bral affection. Horses may become
temporarily Insane from cortain forms
of dlgease, such as, among others, the
development of a tumor on the braln.
Fits of unaceountable vice may ocea-
slonally be the vresult of organlc
changes fn the brain matter, a8 In
man, and not to normal mental disposi-
tlon, 1 was rvecently told of a young
foal which rometimes was subject to
demonstrations of strange conduet, ac-
companied at Iutervals by what ap-
peared fits or convulslons, He waa
found to be suffering from water on
the brain, otherwise hydrocephalus,
He was operated upon surgically with
o view to his rellef, but even after he
wag brolken-in and became a “made-
horege,” he never afterwards was trust-
worthy either under the saddle or in
hornegs, consequenily the owner part-
ed with him, Bingular to relate, both
hig dam and grondam were gueer cat-
tle, and at various times were subject
to strange periodical aberrations of
conduet, In the case of the foal men-
tioned, there can be little doubt that
he was the vietim of hereditary brain
digense, productive of temporary In-
sanity, Such cases, I belleve, are more
frequent than ls generally supposed,
Horses are not always responsible for
their actions,

Two Kinds of Horsemen,

All mankind may, with great clear-
ness, be divided Into two parts—those
who understand horses and thoge who
do not, says an exchange. There are
people who will drive or ride a nag all
day—nay, who may own one and use
it for years—whosge powers of ohserva-
tion are not sufficiently enlisted In the
detalls of the aulmal to distingulsh 't
from any strange horse in the next
stall unless there be some gross dif-
ference In color. Such equestrians will
be content to see a fine horse, with
nerves, eyves, muscles and possibilities
for good or evil cashiered in favor of
the dead certalnty of a peripatetic
steam engine., The second, smaller,
and aside from horse dealers, more no-
ble group of Individuals cannot so
much as enter a fortuitous close cab
without taking unconscious note of the
stockings, the withers, the size and the
facial expression of the creature be-
tween the shafts, One whose sym-
pathy stands this test has felt the thrill
{mparted by the responsive spring of
a glorious saddle horse, has enjoyed
mental conversations with the shape-
ly, all expressive ears of the sensitive
crenture, has been fairly exalted by
moere proximity to the splendid spirit
of a hard driven thoroughbred and has
quivered with the same heady drink
which brillant frosty mornings have
brought to the smoking muzzles of his
daneing bays, with thelr flashing eyes
and strong, curved necks—Lut is it not
absurd to defend a good horse from a
horselcss carriage?

Onlon Cut Waorms.

Bulletin No, 118 of the New Yark
experiment station states that there is
hut one brood of the dark sided cut-
worm & year. The young worms ap-
pear in the spring upon the grass and
weeds which line the fences aund
ditches and waste spots about the
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL,

LESSON IL, JULY 1—PAUL IN
JAIL AT PHILIPPL

Golden Text: “llelleve on the Lord Jesas
Christ and Thou Shalt Be Saved, and
Thy House,"—Avcts, 16:21. A Jaller's
Conversion,

B take for to-day's
lesson Acts 10: 22.34,
ng follows: 2. And
the multitude rose
up together agalnst
them: and the mag-
istrates rent off thelr
clothes, and com-
manded to beat
them, 23. And when
they had lald many
siripes upon them
they cast them into
prison, charging the
jaller to keep them
gafely, 24, Who, having received such a
charge, thrust them into the Inner prison,
and made thelr feet fast In the stocks.
95, And at midnight Paul and Bllas pray-
ed, and sang pralses unto Ged; and the
prigoners heard them, @, And suddenly
theee was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shak-
en: and Immediately all the doors were
apened, and every one's bands wers loosed.,
2. And the keeper of the prison awaking
out of his sleep, and seoing the prison
doore open, he drow out his sword, and
woulil hayve killed himself, supposing that
the prisoners had been fled, 28 But Paul
cried with o loud volee, saying, Do thy-
solf no harm: for we are all here. 20,
Then he called for a lght, and sprang in,
and came trembling, and fell down befors
Pfaul and Sllas, 20, And hrought them
out, and sald, Birs, what must I do to
b daved? 31, And they sald, Belleve on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt bs
waved, and thy house, 82, And they wpalke
unto him the word of the Lord, and to all
that were In his house, 3. And he took
them the sama hour olf the night, and
washed thelr stripes: and was baptized,
he and all hig, stralghtway., &, And
when he had brought them Into his house,
he set meat before them, and rejoleed,
helleving in God with all his house,

Time—A, D, 2. Bhortly after the events
of last lesson, Place-The court of jus-
tlee and prison in Philippl, Connecting
Links—Boft ns the steps with which
Christlanity entered the falr fields of Hu-
rope, and kKindly as the welcome given to
it then, It soon met with fts usual  lot.
It soon awakoned close atiention, roused
strong oppouition, end In the midst of
persecution vindleated Its power, As Paul
and his associates were going to the
meeting place by the river side they were
met more than once by a female slave
who was possessed Ly a spirit of divina-
tlon, She was the property of & company
who derived Iarge gains from her sooths
saying arts, Whether because he wWas
annoyed and disturbed when talking in
the proseucha by her shrill cries and wild
distortions, was stirred to nction by pity
for her sufferings or filled with holy In-
Algmation at the misapprehension of his
work which her witness wao likely to
produce, he commanded (he spirit to come
out of her, The command was instantly
oheyed, ANl Philippl was thrown into &
ferment, Tho wrathful masters dragged
the preachers (nto the Forum, As they
could not sue for damages for the de-
preciation of thelr properly by exorcism
three other charges were preforred. They
were Jews, They troubled e city., They
taught an unlawful religlon, The magis-
trates, without any regard to the forms
of justice, ordered the lictors Lo strip and
geourge them: after cruel tremiment Paul
and Bllas were thrown into the Inner
prison; at dead of night the sufferers
made the dungeon resound with prayer
and praise, Then came the carthguake
crash, opening the doors and bursting the
fetters, Paul's pregence of mind saved
the jaller from sulelde. To his troubled
question Paul reaponded with an answer
which contalns the whole marrow of the
Gospel. The now life which came to him
wus evidenced by his kindly treatment ot
the fustruments of hig salvation.

The Romarn Prison must be conceived
of as something very different from our
own. It contained interlor cells of ex-
ceptlonal ptrength.  Like the Tullinnum
at Rome, these weie probably under-
ground, and hence dark, damp, cold, pess
titential dungeons. The word “sprang In*
(verse 29) scems in the Greek to imply
a springing down inte a4 subterranean
cell, The stocks were so constructed that
the legs could be drawn apart at the will
of the jaller and exeruclating torture
caused, The original makes it clear that
the jailer's house was over the prison.

Truths from the Lesson—1. A prison
may bécoms n sanctuary, Many confes-
wors sinee those early days have bean
encournged by the example of Paul and
Silas to sing the midnight hymn. 2, Con-
version came In different ways, The
heart of the faller was opened ke his
own prison shaken by earthguoke and
trembling with shocl, Other cases llke
Lydia's are ax the opening rose touched
by the dew aud expanding In the sun-
hweam. 3 There L2 only one way of salva-
o, Trust In Jesus is the one oOMe
mand, and works of love are the signs of
saving faith, 4 In famtly religion there
i great® foy. Tapny 15 it when all in
iho household tread the same path to
heaven,

Lesson Hymn:

Lot us Koep steadfast guard with lighted
hearts all night,

Thnt when Chirlst comes, we stand pre.
pared, and meet him with delight,

At midnight's zeason chill lay Foul and
HAllas bweund =

Dowmd, and in prison sang thay still, and
singiug, freedom found,

Or prison bs this earth, and yet we sing




