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Washington, D. C., Oct. 4, 1896.—We
send this out, one of the most unique
sermons Dr. Talmage ever preached
It is a8 movel as wide-sweeping and
practical. His subject Is, “Divine
Chirography,” the text belng: Luke,
10: 30: “Rejoice because your namefs
are written in heaven.”

Chirography, or the art of handwrit-
Ing, ke the sclence of acoustics, |s In a
ory unsatisfactory state. While con-
structing a church, and toid by some
architects that the voice would not be
" heard in a bullding shaped like that
proposed, I came in much anxlety to
this eity and consulted with Professor
Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, about the law of acoustics.
He mald: “Go ahead and bulld your
church In the shape proposed, and 1l
think it will be all right. [ have stud-
fed the laws of sound perhaps more
than any man of my time, and I have
come so far ae this: Two auditoriums
may seem to be just exaectly alike, and
in one the mcoustics may be good and
in the other bad.” In the same unsat-
Isfactory stage is chirography, although
many declare they have reduced it to
a sclence. There are those who say
they can read character by handwrit-
ing. It Is sald that the way one writes
the letter “I” decldes his egotiem or
modesty, and the way one wriles the
letter “O" decides the helght and
depth of his emotions. It is declared
a cramped hand means a eramped na-
ture, and an easy, flowing hand a faclle
and liberal spirit; but If there be any-
. thing in this science, there must be
_ gomejrules not yet announced, for
(19 { the boldest and most aggres-
~ glve men have a dellcate aad small pen-

. manship, while some of the most timid

slgn their nameg with the height and
widih and scope of the name of John
Hancock on the immortal document,
Some of the cleanest in person and
thought present their blotted and spat-
tered page, and some of the roughest
put before us an immaculate chirog-
rapby. Not our character, but the
copy-plate set before ug in our school-
boy day, decides the general style of
our handwriting. 8o also there i1s a
fashion In penmanship, and for one de-
cade the letters are exaggerated, and
In the next minified: now erect and now
aplant, now heavy and now fine. An
autograph album is alwaya a surprise,
and youfind the penmanship contradicts
the character of the writers. But while
the chirography of the earth l& un-
certaln, our blessed Lord In our text
presents the chirography celestial,

9 When addressing the seventy disciples

» standing before him, he sald: “Rejolce
because your names are written iIn
“"n'” . 8 »

When you come up and look for
your name in the mighty tomes of eter-
pity and you are so happy as to find
it there, you will notice that the pen-
manship I8 Chriet's, and that the let-
ters were written with a trembling

d. Not trembling with old age, for
he had only passed three decades when
he expired. It was soon after the thir-
tieth anniversary of his birthday. Look
over all the business acounts you kept
or the letters you wrote at thirty years
of age, and if you were ordinarlly
strong and well, then there waa no
tremor in the chirography. Why the
tremor in the hand that wrote your
pame in heaven? Oh, it was a com-
pression of more troubles than ever
smote anyone else, and all of them
troubles assumed for others. Christ
was prematurely old. He had been ex-
posed to all the weathers of Palestine,
He had slept out of doors, now in the
night dew and now in the tempest, He
had been soaked in the surf of Lake
Galllee. Pilllows for others, but he had
not where to lay his head, Hungry, he
could not even get a fig on which to
breakfast; or have you missed the pa-
thos of that verse, “In the morning, as
he returned to the city, he hungered,
and when he saw a fig tree in the way,
he came to It and foun. nothing there-
on,” Oh, he was a hungry Christ, and
nothing makes the hand tremble
woree than hunger, for it pulls upon

) the stomach, and the stomach pulls

upon the brain, and the brain pulls
upon the nerves, and the agitated
perves make the hand quake., On the
of all this exasperation came abuse,
Wh ber man ever wanted to be
cal a drunkard? but Christ was
called one. What man, careful of the
company he keeps, wanis to be called
associate of profligates® but he was
ecalled. What loyal man wants to be
with treason? but he was
charged with it, What man eof devoul
speech wauls to be called a blas
phemer? but he was so termed. What
man of sell-respect wants to be struck
in the mouth® but that is where Lhey
siruck him. Or to be the vietlm of
vilest expectoration? but under that he
stooped. Oh, he was & worn-out Christ
i the reason he died so soon upon
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o'slock of noon and had explred
e'sleck In the alterncon of the same
day. Sublracting from the three hours
between 13 and 3 o'clouk (he Lime taken
1o Wavel from 1he sourt-roam to the
Plase of sxecution sad the time that
must have boen taken n gelling ready
for ihe tragedy, there could nol have
beon mudh more (han twe houms left
Wiy it Chriet live saly 1we hours up
ummn’nmum
houra® AL b was wiin
m-...mmmm
z.&m:::.m:'muu
velumes e your name
Slanes I will et be laken e the
Balme of same alher, a0 (hal In regand
18 1t there hall some 1o be dlaputa’ion
:aamm:mm
mﬁl—dm iy saved
will thal I means you and enly
rou. Oh (ha glorious, (e rapluteus
Sarthiude of Lhal enirance on the hear

| enly roll. Not saved In a promiseious
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way. Not put into a glorified mob
No, no! Thongh you came up, the
worst sinner thadt was ever saved, and
somebody, who knew you in this world
at one time as absolutely abandoned
and diesolute, should say, "l never
heard of your conversion and I do not
belleve you have a right to be here'
you could just laugh a laugh of tri-
umph, and turning over the leaves con-
taining the names of the redeemed,
say, “Read It for yourself. That Is
my name, written out In full, and do
you not recognize the handwriting?
No young seribe of heaven entered |
that, No anonymous writer put il.i
there. Do you not see the tremor In

the lines? Do you not algo see the bold- |
ness of the letters? Is it not as plain
as yonder throne, as plain as yonder
and the handwriting unmistakable?
and the handwriting unmistakabledy
The crucified lord wrote It there the
day I repented and turned, Hear It!
Hear it! My name Is written there!
There!"

1 have sometimes been tempted to
think that there will be so many of us
in heaven that we will be lost in the
crowd, No, Each one of us will be as
distinetly pleked out and recognized as
wis Abel when he entered from earth,
the very first sinner saved, and at the
head of that long procession of sinners
saved In all the centuries, My dear
hearers, If we once get there, 1 do nol
want it left uncertain as to whether we
are to stay there, After you and 1 get
fairly settled there, in our heavenly
home, we do not want our title proved
defective. . We do not want to be sject-
ed from the heavenly premises. We do
not want some one to say, “This Is not
your room In the house of many man-
slons, and you have on an attire that
you ought not to have taken from the

heavenly wardrobe, and that is not
really your name on the books, If
vou had more carefully examined the

writing in the regleter at the gate, you
would have found that the name was
not yours at all, but mine, Now tmove
out, while I move (n'" Oh, what
wrelchedness, after once worshipping
in heavenly temples, to be compelled
to turn your back on the music, and
after having jolned the soclety of the
vlessed, to be forced Lo quit it forever,
and after bhaving clasped our long-lost
kindred in heavenly embrace, to have

another separation! What an agony
would there be In such a good-by to
heaven! Glory be to God on high that
our names will be go plainly written in
thoge volumeg that neither salnt, nor
cherub, nor seraph, nor. archangel sholl
doubt it for one moment, for five hun-
dred eternities, if there were room for
go many. The oldesat Inhabitant of
heaven can read it, and the child that
left its mother's lap last night for
heaven can read It. You will not just
look at your name and close the book,
but you will stand, and sollloquize, and
say, "Is it not wonderful that my name
ig there at all? How much it cost my
Lord .0 get it there? Unworthy am 1
to have it in the same book with the
sons and daughters of martrydom and
with the choice spirits of all time! But
there it is, and so plain the word nnd
s0 plain all the letters!” And you will
turn forward and backward the leaves
and see other names there, perhaps
your father's name, and your mother's
name, and your brother's name, and
vour slster’s name, and your wife's
name, and apostolic names, and say,
“l am not surprised that those names
are here recorded. They were better
than | ever was. But astonishment
overwhelming, that my name is in thils
book!” And turning back to the page
on which is Inseribed your name, yon
will etand and look at it, until seeing
that others are walting to examine the
records with reference to their own
names, you step back Into the ranks
of the redemed, with them to talk over
the wonderment,

Agaln, If you are so happy as to find
vour name in the volumes of eternity,
vou will find it written indelibly. Go
up to the SBtate Department In this na-
tional capital and see the old treaties
signed by the rulers of foreign nations

just before or just after the beginning
of this century, and you will find that |
some of the documents are so faded
out that you can read only here and
there a word. From the paper, yellow |
with age, or the parchment unrolled
before you, time has effaced line after |
liue. You have to guess at the name, '
and perhaps guess wrongly. Old Time |
is represented as carrylng a seythe,
with which he cuts down the genera-
tions; but he carriea also chemicals
with which he eats out whole para-
graphs from important documents, We
talk about indelible ink: but there I
no such thing as Indelible Ink. It Is
only a question of time, the complete
ebliteration of all earthly signatures
and cugrosaments. Hut your name,
put in the heavenly record, all the mil-
lenniums of heaven capnot dim It Al
ter you have been so long In glory that,
dld you not possess lmperiahable mem-
ory, you would have forgotien the day
of your entrance, your name on 'hat
page will glow as vividly s on tha In
MARL It was traced (here by the Bager
of the Great Aloner. There will be
Bew generalions coming into heaven,
and & thousand years from now, from
ihis ar from other planet, soula may
enter (he many mansigned reaid ace,
abd (hough your name were ohee plun.
Iy In \he books. suppese it should fade
oul. How could you preve 1o (he oW
caimers (hal it bad sver been writien

thers b AllY  Indelibie’ lucapable o
belng cancelied' Biecally as Belpless
e Ume e ARy Attempt AL eaare!

What & reinforsing. upiifing \heugs'
(ihar reconds In heaven may glve el
and will give sat.  There are recards
ihere in whioh the Naverding Angel
wriles down our sins, bt 1 ls & boek
Fall o bista, e What mueh of the writ
(hg there cannal be read o even guess
o Al The Necarding Angel 4 1he
ariting bul sur Baviowr pul In ihe

blote: for did he wot promise, “I will
blot out thelr transgressions!” An
if some one In heaven should remember
#ome of our earthly inlquities and ask
God about them, the Lord would eay,
“Oh, | forgot them. I completely for-
got those sins, for I promised, “Thelr
fins and thelr iniquities will I remem-
ber no more.’” In the fires that burn
up our world all the safety deposits,
and all the title-deeds, and all the halls
of record, and all the libraries will

| disappear, worse than when the 200,

000 volumes and the 700,000 manu-
seripts of the Alexandrian Library
went down under the torch of Omar,
and not & leaf or word will escape the
flame in that last conflagration, which
1 think » ') be witnessed by other
planets, whose inhabitants will ex-
claim, “Look! There Is a world on
fire.! But there will be only one con-
flagration In heaven, and that will not
destroy but irradiate! 1 mean the con-
flagration of splendors that blaze on
the towers and domes, and temples and
thrones, and rubled and diamonded
walls In the light of the sun that never
éets.  Indelible!

There I8 not on earth an autograph
letier or signature of Christ. The
only time he wrote out a word on
earth, though he knew so well how to
write, he wrote with reference to hav-
ing it soon shuffed out by human foot,
the time that he stooped down and
with his finger wrote on the ground
the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, But
when he writes your name in the
heavenly archives, as I belleve he has
or hope he may, it is to stay there ‘rom
age (o age, from cycle to cycle, from
aeon to aeon, And so for all you Chris-
tian people I do what John G. Whit-
tier, the dying peot, sald he wanted
done In his home. Lovely man he was!
I sat with him in a hay mow a whole
summer afternoon, and heard him tell
the story of his life, He had for many
years been troubled with Insomnia and
was a very poor sleeper, and he always
had the window curtain of his room
up so as to gee the first intimation of
sunrise, When he was breathing hls
last, in the morning hour, in his home
in the Massachusetts village, the nurse
thought that the light of the rising
gun was too strong for him, and so
pulled the window curtain down, The
last thing the great Quaker poet did
was to wave his hand to have the cur-
tain vp. He wanted to depart in the
full gush of the morning. And I
thought it might be helpful and inspir-
ing to all Christian eoule fo have more
lHght about the future, and so I pull
up the eurtain In the glorious sunrige
of my text and say, “Rejolce that your
names are written In heaven.” Bring
on your doxologles! Wave your palms!
Shout your victories! Pull up all the
eurtaing of your bright expectations!
Yea! holst the window itself, and let
the perfume of the “morning glories”
of the King's garden come in, and the
musie of harps all a-tremble with gym-
phonies, and the sound of the surf of
geas dasbing to the foot of the throne
of God and the Lamb.

A Handred Miles an Honr,

An electrical engincer has been
hibiting in lLondon the model of his
proposed single rall electric line for
speeds of 160 miles an hour. The rall
is fixed on a V-shaped trestle, and runs
up lnto.tho body of the car, which, as
it were, rung astride of it. The car
runs on twelve bearing wheels, and
seats 1856 passengers, with space for
their baggage. One of the difficulties
met with in schemes for excessively
high speed travel Is the tendency of
the car to run off the track. By run-
ning the ral! within the car the lateral
tendency of the train is overcome. But
in this late scheme the great difficulty
geems to be the passenger. What
would happen to the passenger when
the train took a sharp curve while go-
ing at 160 miles an hour is not ex«
plained.—Pittsburg Dispatch,
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lsn't it about as bad u;_l:oli a man of
his peace as it is of his money?

SOUTHWEST BREEZES.

It I& surprising how worthless a man
can become,

Some people make us so tired that
we can't sleep at night,

You can't fool the people hall as
easlly as you think you can,

You can always depend upon the
nelghbors seeing everything.

There are so many lazy men that
prizes should be given to those who
work.

The only good thing we know about
a bleyele Is that It doesn’t eat any-
thing

Times are so hard that when honest
people find lost money thess days, they
keap it

It s more impolite for big men to
tals behind an enemy's back, than It is
for amall men,

When a man gela drunk, he happens
siound at exactly the places where he
should not be

Every uamarried woman thinks thal
It she had a husband, he would be
mighty good 1o him.

We make t-morrow havder by s
suming wieleas obligations to-day that
must be mel to-morreaw,

Lat any man lose & good ofcs, and
iecame poor, and he has many of the
ivmploms of an anarchin

Daoa't lean anyihing. you knaw your.
il haw sarsless Jou are In paring
Lach anything yeu barraw

Al & distanes, It s lmpass ble e ekl
s Mitle giels e stoeking caversd
Lmba fram o bar's dirty lege

Ve Britieh arisioorass laelades 14
e perenas

We have not'sed Lhal fow men maks
dying requsais, bui did you aver aelioe
\hal most wemen make hom "

When 1he wolf b ol your deer, pou
will be surpriasd haw saally you ek
hase him away, W you maks an afory
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Unfortunates Whe Can Find No Work

Cheerfully Cared for by the Different
Vosts—C%*onle Idlers Left te the Fo-
liee Juastices.

CHICAGO paper,
in a recent article
on the Salvation
Army work in Chi-

cago, sald:
The Salvation
Army will care

next winter for the
homeless who have
a little money or

are willing to
work. Those who
have no money and are not will-
ing to work should be cared for

by the eity police and the police jus-
tices, sayn Brigadier Brewer, Those
who have no place to go will find a
warm supper, a clean bed and a hearty
breakfast in the rest shelters which
will be established by the army on the
gouth and west sides, Plans for the
shelters are well under way. It is the
purpose of Brigadler BDrewer to have
one or two shelters on the south slde
and one on the west side, On the
south side there will be room for from
1,000 to 1,200 men and women, and on
the west slde accommodations for 800
to 1,000, While the locations have not
yet been decided upon, it Is probable
that the south side places will be in
Clark or State streets, not far from the
business district. On the west side
Madison street may be selected. Brig-
adier Brewer has a number of offers for
bulldings, some of which are partly
equipped for lodging houses, Any de-
gerving poor person can secure food
and a night's lodging at the shelters on
application. To prevent the places be-
ing overrun with tramps and profes-
slonal beggars a charge of 10 or 156
cents will be made for the night's ac-
commodation. For those who are pen-
niless he will provide a way to earn
thelr living. In connection with the
ghelters a labor bureau will be opened,
and the work will keep In close touch
with employers of labor in the cily, The
army will also take up enterprises of
its own, perhaps a wood yard or a coal
yard, and, if possible, some small fac-
tory work. The amounts earned will
be credited to lodging and boarding in
the shelters, no money belng pald out
to the workers, Following out the
fundamental prineiple of the Salvation
Army, religious meetings will be held
every day at the shelters for those who
care to attend, To ald in the establish-
ment of the shelters the Mercy-Box
league has been organized. The “mer-
cy” boxes are little tin boxes with a
slot in the cover and a request for a
deposit of 1 cent a week. About 20,-
000 of these will be distributed through-
out the city.

“We want to shelter the homeless
who deserve shelter and help,” said
Brigadier Brewer, yesterday. “From
all I can learn this will be one of the
hardest winters Chicago has expe-
rienced for many years. [ have con-
sulted with people of the eity who are
interested In this sort of work, and
found that there is no movement on
foot to take care of the floating popu-
lation of sufferers in the winter. So
the army will attempt it. We are par-
ticularly anxlous to keep clear of the
professional tramps and beggars who
will probably flock to the city during
the winter. For this reason we will
not have a free shelter. l.et the city
take care of the vagrants, We will
try to relieve them of the care of the
honest needy ones. Those in actual
need and having others dependent up-
on them can find shelter and employ-
ment, [ cannot emphasize too much
my hope that the city authorities will
work in harmony with us. When the
rush to the city comes next fall let
them say to the vagrants: ‘If you are
willing to work, go to the Salvation
Army shelters or the gimilar institu-
tions and you will find it. If you are
not willing to work get out of the eity
or go to the clty work house, where
you will have to work." I wish it could
go abroad that the city will harbor no
tramps. | think after the start the
shelters will be gelf-supporting. There
is the wood yard, always open for a
trial. The army has made a success of
it In New England, and in New York
It pays an actual profit, Then I hope
In time we can have some factory work.
In London the army has brush, mateh
soap and carpet factories, and they are
sell-supporting.”

dapancse Ten

The Japanese ladies, of course, make
tea to perfection; somehow the cup
that cheers but does not  Inebriate
soems 10 be always associated with the
dainty Mttle women wWhoe it about like
s many gorgecus humming birds in
beautiful Japas, seeming determined
uot o e outdene by 1the glorious
scenery in the midet of which they
live and die. The approved Japanese
wiyle of lva-making s as follows. From
& hettle of balling water they pour in-
to an sarthen of china teapot enough
e heat the put Lhoroughly thea they
emply oul the waler and pul In the
tea, let it stand Bye minuies and serve,
The \eapol must nol touch the slave,
A little tea cony of Japaness paper ba
viapped aver the leapel Ihe moment
ihe waler s poured on, and & delie.
lous vup of e la thus secured withaut
having entractied the (nlurious Ingred-
wal ke tannia

Wi Wk

“The oy shaws hat he ol
op wih her slght abier night, and they
squate hands and talked sofy, ana |
think she aughi 1 have absut I
damages. was the (hwae of & Kansas
Jadge 1@ 4 Jury in & brva bool premiee
LR
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Although Owner of 850,000 He Is »
Confirmed Invalld and Unhapiy.

Perhaps the most distinguished par-
ty of tourists the Brown Palace hotel
ever gave shelter to registered there
vesterday afternoon., All of its mem-
bers did not register, for one—and he
is the most distinguished of them all,
in his way—ecannot form a letter of the
aiphabet, let alone write, his name. The
traveler is a fox terrier, far advanced
in years and suffering from phthisis in
its last stages. But it is not to his con-
sumptlon, ignorance of chirography or
old age that the Brown Palace hotel
fox terrier owes his high distinetion
among canines, for distinguished he is
above all living and dead members of
the genus and species, This dog is an
eminently noteworthy animal, because
of the curcumstance that some time ago
he became heir in his own right to a
fortune of $560,000, The money Was
willed to him by his master, a wealthy
and aristocratic Philadelphlan named
Davie. He {8 In Colorado by advice of
his physlcian—a well known vegetar-
fan of the Quaker City, who hoped the
mild ellmate and dry atmosphere would
benefit the health of the opulent canine
invalld, With the fox terrier are the
two Misses Davis, daughters of the
animal's kind-hearted master; W, H.
Reynolds, a friend of the family, and
a mald whose duties are to nurse the
dog, glve him his cod liver oll, cough
balsam and other medicines, They all
~—dog excepted, of course—registered
from Philadelphia, although that was
not the point from which they last
started for Denver., Like many mem-
bers of the human family, wealth and
ense have not brought happiness to the
four-footed legatee of the $60,000 for-
tune, Day and night the poor brute,
if such a term may be properly applled
to a dog with a big bank account, can
be heard coughing in the most digmal
fashion, He has now been afflicted
with tuberculosis for nearly a year and
is steadily growing worse, Should the
balmy alr of the Rocky Mountaina fail
to bring him rellef, it is highly prob-
able, though sad to contemplate, that
the bulk of his terriership's legacy will
either go to buy him a gravestone, or
revert to the state of Pennsylvania, It
is understood that Mr, Davls, of Phil-
adelphia, failed to make other provis-
fon in his will for the disposition of the
$60,000 than that it should bs expend-
ed in caring for his commonplace pet.
Mr. Davis is now dead. When in life
and health he attached himself to the
terrier, then a poverty-stricken pup. He
soon grew to love the animal dearly,
and in time they became constant com-
panions, In the service of his good
master the fox terrler grew old., Ad
last the death sickness came upon Mr.
Davis, and with almost human pre-
sclence the dog came to recognize it,
A Philadelphlan who claims to be ac-
quainted with the facts of the singular
story, says that during the last illness
of his master the faithful fox terrier
neither ate, slept nor ceased to whine
mournfully, Doubtlese it was during
his weary vigils and rigid fasting at
that time that the fox terrier lald in
his system the seeds of lung dlsease.
Any way, it was thin and poor when
his master at last passed away. At
the funeral the dog is sald to have
been a sincere mourner.—Denver Re«
publican,

NEW IDEAS OF EXPLORATION,

RobYert Steln, of the United States Geor
graphical Sorvey, Fias One.

Occasional polar exploration has us-
ually resulted in much suffering, with
slight compensating accomplishment,
Continuous polar exploration is now
proposed, with the expectation that
more will be done and less suffered
than under the old system of arcti¢
travel and observation,

Mr. Robert Steln, of the United
States Geological survey, has elaborat-
ed a plan of arctic research which has
commended itself to eminent explorers
and men of science, The plan, in brief,
is as follows: A base of operations is
to be established at the entrance of
Jones Sound, a spot In communication
with the outer world, through the an-
nual visits of whalers. A small party
of white men, with several Eskimo fam-
ilies, would constitute the headquartery
force.

From this point, where the explorers
could live In comparative comfort, ex-
peditions would visit in the course ol
time, the west coasts of Ellesmere
Land, Grinnell Land, BafMin Land and
other reglons which Invite both by
what Is known and by the unknown,

(len. A. W, Greeley declares that the
west coast of Ellesmere Land Is “the
one feld of exploration In all the are-
tie that promises the largest results
with the least amount of labor and
danger.”

The Natlonal Geographle soclety,
the lmperial-Royal Geoghraphle socl.
ely, of Vienna, and the Anthropologioal
socloty of Washington appreve of Mr,
Hiein's project.

Heside the vost In life and sulfering,
ihe money outlay for arcile exploration
has beon great. It will therelore be &
matier of surprise 1o learn that the
estimated cost of the Rrst sxpedition,
planned for 1687, s only §5,000 - Mase
per's Hound Table

et M Pelais s Cean

Aboul & yoar age & Wiehita (Kan.)
wman was & Juryman al the trial of »

them clossly  Aler the rinl was ever
he wenl home and made some vounier
teiting tooks himasll. Mo was caughi,
was recently tried and s now a prisen

Wiue wt Giatpel

For svery doliar an hoaest man pays
Gl of debi he suunis It & slep ous of
hades

Bad enes Mill the marbed

LESSON 1I—OCT. 18—SOLOMON
T.HE WEALTHY AND WISE.
Golden Text: “Them that Honor Me T
Wil, Honor, snd They That Despise
Me Shall Be Lightly Esteemed—Firss
Bamuel 230,

T would pot bhe
worth while to
spend much time

on a study of Bolo-
mon's wealth and
glory, except for
some lespony  his
experience tenches
us aboyt the, use
and abuse of
riches, and 1he
greatest Jessopn of
ail,~that the chief
Food of man can-

not be found In
them. As the ohief
ohject of life they are vanity and

vexntion of spirit, a chasing of shadows,
a feeding on husks, a dry and desert land
where no water is. This lesds us to the
true riches, The second purt of the Jes-
pon, describing his worldly wisdom, & far
higher pursult than riches, leads us to the
same lesrons,—the right and wrong use
of wisdom, and the fauct that the greatest
wisdom and knowledge cannot satisfy the
soul, This leads ug to the true wirdem,

Time, The first half of Bolomon's reign,
B. ©. 1016-995,

Place. Chiefly Jerusalem, but extends-
ing over the whole country,

Holomon, Twenty to forty years old.

The section Includes the lesson and 3
Kings 4: 2934 10; 14-26; and the parsllels
2 Chron. 1: 13-17; 9: 13-28, together wiih
the exnmple of Solomon's wisdom given
In 1 Kings #: 16-28,

To-day's leswon Includes 1 Kinge 4: 26

, s follows:

6. "Judah and Israel. Clearly marked
off from one another, though No separa-
tion had yet taken place, —Cambrulge
HWible, “Dwelt safely.” They were cheer-
ful In  thelr enjoyment of abounding
plenty, evidences thero of o happy, peace-
ful and prosperous adminisiration. Every
man dwelt safely under his vine, that
clustered round his court, and under hiw
fig tree, which grew in his garden. They
were no longer obliged to dwell in forti-
fled cltles for fear of thelr enemies, they
spread themwelver over all the country,
which they everywhere oultivated; an
had alwayws the privilege of esting 1h
frults of thelr own labors. In this was
typified the spiritual peace, and joy, and
holy security of all the faithful rubjectn
of Messinh's kingdom. —Homiletle Coms
mentary, H

2-28, Thepe versen describe the gyoe
vislons for one branch of Bolomon'®
army, specially noted becmuse It was nevr
and because of ite greainess, 4

All this wealth and prosperity . was
frought with dangers and temptations. I
led sto great oppressions, to autrageous
tuxes, to viee, luxury, corruption, and ire
religlon. !

20, "Ani God gave Bolomaon wisdom and
understanding excecding much.” His wis-
dom took many directiors, He had "large-
ness of heart,"” that Is, great capacity, a
“"eomprehensive, powerful mind, capable of
grasping the knowledge of many #&nd Jif-
fleult gubjects, — poetry, philosoplsy, nat-
ural history in Its various branches,—he
was master of them all”—Cambridge
Bible. “Awx the sand that Ix on the sem
#hore,”  The proverbial expression fer
greatness of every kind,

8 “Excelled . . . all the children of
the east,” |, e, the Chaldeans, and Ara-
blans, who from early times were noted
for their astrologica) Investigations and
for their wisdom. Job I8 spoken of as
among these children of the East (Job 1:
%), and the character of thelr wisdom end
sclentific learning may be gathered in
pome degree from the mpeeches of hig
friends. Pythagoras Is #a'd to have visit-
ed Arabia and derived from thence wome
of the precepts of his philosophy.
the same quarter came “‘the wise men'
unto Bethlehem when Christ was born
(Matt. 2: 1).—~Cambridge Bible, "“All the
wisdom of Egypt." Egypt was rencwned
u® the seat of learning and sclences, and
the existing monumenis,

3. “Wiser . . ., than Ethan,~ ete, In
1 Chronieles 2: 6 these four names are
given In the same order as sons of Zerah,
which may be another name of Mahaol
mentioned In this verse, Or Mahol may
be u common noun, signifying a dance, =
chorus; the sons of Mahol signify per-
sons eminently skilled in poetry and
muslie,

12, “Spake three thousand proverbs.™
Of which some are contained in the Book
of Proverbs, to which his name is given,
but these are not all hia, nor would all
that are attributed to him there approach
the number in the text. The proverb of
the Hebrew was, as we see from those
preserved, more of the character of =a
parable, or wige comparison, than what
we commonly call by that name, ‘““His
songs were a thousand and five.,” Pralm
72 i» ascribed to Solomon, and was probs
ably his, The "S8ong of Holomon' i now
regarded by the majority of later crities
as later than Bolomon, and rather .exe

ressing  his  sentiments, or concerning
«im, than written by him. Like, for in-
stance, the speeches of Brutus and Mark
Antony In Shakespeare's Julivs Caenar;
wtill, us the Cambridge Bible expresses it,
“thelr character Is impressed upon thie
song.” “Probably the bulk of Bolomon's
songs were of a secular character, anJd
consequently were not introduced into the
Canon. - Cook. 7 .

B And he spake of trees.” ele 'i!o
guve descriptions of the whole vegetabla
world, and discussed the virtues of the
various plants. For it has bean always of
their medicinal properties that the earii-
ext works on plantsa have treated, They
were the remedien for all giseases, and
knowiedge of “simples,” an they were
called in England in old tlmes, was count-
ed for the highest wisdom —Cumbrsige
Bikle. O bwasis.'’ He enjoyed rare op-
portunities for becoming familiar with the
varlous species of both the an'mal snd
vegetable creation.  MHis extended com-
merce with all nations brought e him

anlimals I Cummsniary.

Light fur day fr Bulomon's Wis-
om, s good. [t “exeslieth fally
ws light exvelleth darkness.” W -
the gy of Uod, opeis ng (o us wl
Pl pleasire and lmporiant "
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