FARM AND GARDEN.|

MATTERS OF INTEREST YO
AGRICULTURISTS.

Some Up-to-date Himta About Cultlva-
tion of the Soll and Yields Thereof
. =—Horticnltare, Viticulture aad Florl-

RIMSON clover has
J peen grown in la-

diana for several,

years. It has

proved an almost

absolute failure in

fome instances,

while in others

very satisfactory

crops have been

grown, It I8, at

. best, a rather un-.

certain crop in this latitude, but it has

severa] characteristics which make it a
desirable acquisition where it can be
grown successfully.

Characteristics of Crimson Clover.—
It is a true clover, but earlier, smallar
and usually less hardy than the com-
mon red clover. 1t etarts promptly and
more vigorously from the seed than
common clover, and this feature adapts

#t to mid-summer seeding. It comes
dnto full bloom at this statiom, early
¥n May, and is ready to be cut for seed

_ about the 18t of June. It is an annual,

 the parent plant dying when it has

' anatured its seed.

!  Crimeon Clover a Catch Crop.—Be-
mg an annual and unable to endure
winters, crimson clover canmot take

ik as a staple crop in Indiana. It

however, well fited to be a “catch

‘wrop,” because, under faverable condi-

! as to molsture, a “catch” can be
secured in July and even in August,

"« #@n which case it will furnish winter and

. early spring pasture, or if preferred, a

wery early crop of hay or seed, If cut
for hay a crop of corn could follow the
\\ mame year, Crimson clover is esape-
t oiaMy commended as an inter-crop he-
% tween two crops of corn, the seed being
I sown when “laying by” the first crop
of corn and the clover turned under
the following spring, with or without
pusturing, as a green maaure for the
ucceeding corn crop. In case of fail-
‘mre to get a stand of common red clov-
er in wheat, crimson clover may be
| sown to advantage as soon as the crop
. of wheat is removed,
Crimson Clover as a Forage and Fer-
" gilizing Crop.—This clover has proved
| excellent for pasture in the late fall,
| winter and early spring, and judging
8 from its chemical composition, it wil!
' doubtless prove a better food fertiliz-
' 4ng crop than the common red clover,

Time and Manner of Sowing.—Crim-
" son clover should be sown im July, or
early In August, to insure a vigorous
fall growth in which case it will prob-
ably pass the winter with slight dam-
age, If it is to follow corn, BOW just
before the last cultivation, using a fine
teoth cultivator to bury the seed. If
4t is to follow wheat burn the stubble
4f possible, pulverize the ground thor-
oughly with disk or gpading harrow,
sow, harrow again with a tooth harrow
and roll,

The methods described above were
successfully used last year in sowing
crimson clover on the station farm.

It is well to sow thickly—say ten
pounds to the acre—as many plants
may be killed by drouth and frost.

W. C. Latta,
Indiana Experiment Station.

Turnips for Early Use.

Market gardeners make much larger
profits out of the turnip crop than do
farmers. If they did not they could
not grow them at all. The reasson is
that they grow the turnip early, hav-
ing it ready for use, sweet and good by
midsummer, at which time the farmer
is just ready to sow his crop. The
garden2r sells most of his turnips done
up in bunches for a few cents each, but
making & price per bushel that would
make a farmer’s eye bulge out. Why is
it ithat farmers do not grow more early
turnips? We don't mean every farm-
er, of course, or we should have a worse
glut of turnips than there was of pota-
tces last year, when Secretary Mortoa
urged all farmers to go Into potato
growing. Still, more farmers might
begin in a small way the growing of
early turnips in amounts that they
could easily market, To do this, they
must do as the gardeners do, fertilize
the early sown roots with some avail-
able nitrogenous manure. The turnip
needs a good deal of nitrogen to make
a quick growth, The late sown turnips
find this nitrogen (h all cultivated farm
land after midsummer. That Is prob-
ably the reason why turnips are so gen-
erally sown late and as a catch crop,
and why, also, the price of late turnips
fs always so low that there Is very little
profit iz growing them for market,—
Ex.

Mulching.

A bulletin of the Minnesota Experi-
ment Station savs

It Is not generally understood that
A muich may with benofit bo applied
to cultivated ground, The usual meth. |
od of appiying coarse litter and man- |
ure to trees and small frults s falling |
inte disrepute with some of our best
horticulturists, This  method causes |
the root system to form oo aear the
surface of the ground, so that when
the mulching bocomes (hin or a pro !
treeted  drought ensuss, the trees
quiekly suceumb.  Mareuver, cultiva-
s s bt possibls with the thick |
mulch, and consoquently coarse wee la !
grow up, and quack grass Anally takes
posscssion, (o the total destruction of |
the troies or small frults, Many bhorth
oulturiats are now advising the aban
duament of the thick litter mulch an
prescribing (nstead only cultivation or
the dry carmth muleh.  Put this et hosd
has disadvantages alsa  Under W the
land becomes imposerished owlng o'
e saponuiy of W baiw sl W W |

»

flerce, direct heat of th® sun's rays
Nitrification is retarded since it pro-
gresses more favorably when the
surface of the ground is partly shaded.
Again, the cultivation method, to be
effective, must be frequent and thor-
ough—<conditions not always easy to
meet. Earth-litter mulching as prac-
ticed by this writer obviates most of
the difficulties named. Short-fibred
manure or litter is spread evenly over
the surface of the ground to a depth
of one or two inches, In a few days
the ground is cultivated, thoroughly
mixing the mulch with fine surface
earth. In the case of small patches,
this may be done with a hoe, but in
the majority of cases it is best done
with a cultivator, After some time,
when the appearance of weeds or when
other causes make it necessary, the
cultivation is repeated. The advant-
ages of this method are:

1. The moisture is more effectually
conserved, and the root system takes
its proper position.

2. The soil is better protected from
the direct heat of the sun. The earth-
litter mulch is a good nem-conductor.

3. The manure thus applied keeps
intact the supply of humus, thus in-
creasing the soil capacity for molsture
and maintaining fertility, Nitrifica-
tion is also favored.

4. The best features of both old sys-
tems are retaimed, and the method is
applicable not only to trees and gmall
fruits, but to any cultivated crop.

5. Labor is saved, the required cul-
tivation being materially reduced,

Small v. Large Lungs.

Professor Playfair sald recently be-
fore the Royal Agricultural Society of
England that small lungs in proportion
to the total bulk, are helpful to the
fattening of animals, The order of the
smallness of the lungs of our domestic
animals ig: 1, pig; 2, sheep; 3, ox; 4,
horse, and as a remarkable proof of the
importance of small lungs as indicative
of a tendency to fatten, the order of the
aptitude to fatten of the animals just
named g exactly the same as the or-
der of the smallness of the lunga
Thue the pig has the greatest tendency
and the horse the least tendency to
fatten of all our domestic animale.
Thus, for instance, a Chinese pig has
small lungs, an Irish one large; the
Chinese pig fattens much more quickly
than the Irish, The “disappearance”
of food from the system of an animal
is owing to the combustion of the food
by means of the air inspired by the
lungs. The oxygen which has once en-
tered the system never again escapes
from it without being united either
with part of the body or of the food.
This statement may be quite correct
with reference to the deposit of pure
fat. But the heaith and constitutional
vigor of any animal depend very much
upon healthy and regular waste
through the gkin and lungs. Excess
of fatty deposit in proportion to lean
fibre is the very thing to which pork
curers object. The same thing helds
good for over-fed beef.

Developing New FPlants.

We select seeds of certain plants
which come the nearest to our stand-
ard of perfection, No two breeders of
any kind of stock have the same ideal
standard in all partieulars, so with
those who improve plants. Our choice
shorthorns, draft horses, Merino sheep,
Essex swine, light Brahma fowls were
not brought to their present state of
perfection by mere good luck or acci-
dent, but by the long and patient study
and experience of able men. The same
is true of many plants, more especlally
of plants which are raised for the
beauty of their flowers or follage. It
is not by accident that our green
housea and gardens are so well sup-
plied with choice roses, orchids, rho-
dodendrons, azalias, camelias, pansies,
petunias, phloxes, dahlias, gladiola,
hyacisths, tulips, pelargoniums, calce-
olaria¥, asters, fuchsias, chrysanthe-
mums, These and many others have
been produced by judicious labor in
breeding and cultivation. The poorest
and those of medium quality were
weeded out; only a few of the choicest
were saved, The work was divided.
One man devotes years of patient
work to certain strains of pelargon-
iums; another to asters, roses or pan-
sies, and so on through the long list
of “Flora’'s sweetest treasures.” Bur-
bridge says: “From a houseful of fuch-
siag, Mr. H. Cannel, who is well known
for his new varieties of this favorite
plant, only obtalns about a quarter of
an ounce of perfect seed, the value of
which cannot be caleulated, as it is
never sold.” One man raises 10,000 pe-
largoniums, and each year for ten
years or more, and only gets half a

| bage

dozen a year fit to send out under a
name, and many of these are soon re-
placed by others. Cholee stralns of
cineraria and caleeolaria and primula
geeds are worth $50 or 870 an ounce, or

| 3900 or even $1.500 per pound.~—¥ro-

fessor W, J. Beal

Nagging Grapes
Correspondent of “Greon's Frult-

| Grower" asks for information on this

subject We have purchased paper
he says, such as are used in gro-
ceries and sold by the thousand at 30 to
W coents These bags are longer and
larger around than the largest cluster
of grapes when matured We have
placed these bags aver a4 clusier of
grapes when the frult was about the
siee of bird shot, ar sometimea when
the Brajen Were as [Arge as peas. pin
ning \he mouth of the bag around the

: base of the stem of the frult #2 ¢lossly

as possible. No great skill is required
In this aperation It is mol necossary
to arrange for the entinnce of air In the
bag. but It s well 10 plek A pin hale

| bw the bottam of the bayg te allew water

L eaenje The clusters of grapes that
we have bagge ) ses el 1o ripen varlier
than these Rl sa operatedd upon, and
the clvslers were of marvelouws beauly
celoring beasutifully the Lloum ol
cours, being uondisturbed by
bird, or [asech Wheiher 0
ol & large wale, depond

cuslanony  Ba
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TALMAGE'S SERMON,

—_————

"ANOTHER CHANCE"™ WAS LAST
SUNDAY'S SUBJECT.

“Toxt:” If the Tree Fall Toward the
Bouth, Or the North, In the Place
Where the Tres Falleth, There It
Shall bo—Eeck 11: 3.

HERE s a hover-

ing hope in the

minds of a vast

multitude of people

that there will be

an opportunity in

the next world of

correcting the mis-

takes of this; that

however complete

a shipwreck we

& may make of our

earthly life, it will be on & beach up

which we may walk to a palace; that as

the defendant may lose his case in a

Circujt Court and appeal it and have It

go up to the Supreme Court or Court

of Chancery and all the costs thrown

over on the other party, 80 a man may

lose his case in this world, but in the

higher jurisdiction of eternity have the

decislon of the earthly case set aslde,

all the costs remitted and the defendant
be triumphant forever.

The object of my sermon is to show
you that common sense declares with
the text that such an expectation ls
chimerical, “If the tree fall toward the
south, or toward the north, in the place
where the tree falleth, there shall it
be,” There are those who eay that if
the impenitent and unfortunate man
soters the next world and sees the dis-
aster, as a result of that disaster he
will turn, the distress the cause of his
reformation; but we have ten thousand
Instances all around about ue of people
who have done wrong and disaster sud-
denly came upon them—dld the dlsaster
heal them? No, they went on. There
is & man flung of dissipations. The
doctor says to him: “Now, my friend,
it you dow't stop drinking and don't
stop this fast life you are living, youw
will die.” The patlent thanks the phy-
plelan for his warning and gets better;
be begind to sit up, beginsg to walk
around the room, begine to go to busi-
mpess and takes the same round of grog-
shops where he got his morning dram
and his evening dram and the drams
between. Down again. BSame doctor.
Bame physical anguish. Same medical
warning. But now the slckness ls more
protracted, the liver more obstinate, the
stomach more {irritable, the digestive
organs more rebellious, But still, un-
der medical skill, he gets better, goes
forth, commits the same sacrilege
agalnst his physical health. Some-
times he wakes up to eee what he is
dolng, and he realizes he Is destroying
bis family and that his life is a per-
petual perjury against his marrlage
vows, and that that broken-hearted
woeman {g so different from the roseate
wife Fa*married that her old school-
mates do not recognize her on the
street and that his sons are going out
fn life under the taunt of a father's
drunkenness, and that his daughters
are golng out in 1ife under the scarifica-
tion of a disreputable ancestry. His
nerves are all a jangle. From crown of
head to sole of foot he is one aching
rasping, crucifying, damning torture.
Where 18 he? He is In hell on earth,
Does it stop him? Ah, no. After
awhile delirlum tremens pours out upon
hie plllow a whole jungle of hissing
reptiles. His screams horrify the
neighbors as he dashes out of bed ery-
ing: “Take these things off me!" He
is drinking down the comfort of the
family, the education of his children,
their prospects for this life and per-
haps their prospects for the life to
come, Pale and convalescent he sits
up. Physiclans say to him: *“Now, my
good fellow, I am going to have a plain
talk with you. If you ever have an at-
tack of this kind again you will die, 1
can't save you, and all the doclors in
creation can’t save you." The patient
gets up, starts out, goes the same round
of dissipation and is down again; but
this time medlicines do not touch his
case, Consultations of physicians says
there I8 no hope. Death ends the scene.
That process of inebriation and physi-
cal suffering and medical warning and
dissolution 18 taking place within a
gtone's throw of where yon sit and In
every mneighborhood of Christendom.
Pain does not reform, Suffering does
pot cure. What 18 true in regard to ong
¢in I8 true In regard to all sins, and
yet men are expecting in the nexu life
there will be opportunity for purga-
torial regeneration., Take up the
printed reports of the prons of the
United States and find that the vast
majority of the eriminals were there
before, some for two times, three times
four times, six times. Punished again
and agaln, but they go right on. Mil-
lons of Incldents and Instances work
ing the other way, snd yet men think
that in the next world puniahment will
work out for them msalvable effecta
Why you and | cannot Imagine an
worse torture from another world than
we have seon men in ln this world, asd
without any salutary conseqguence,

Furthermore, the progpect of vrefor-
EALONn D ahoiher wWOrid 18 moare i

probable than here, Do you not reallss
the fact that & man starta In this world
with the Innocence of Wafancy ' In the
Ciher case, starting 'n the other warld
he siaria with the accumuiated bad
Bablis of & lie time. o It B8t 10
vipected that you could bulld s beties
p eut of new timber than out of an
! Bulk 1that has been ground up o

breakora? M starting with sem
rative innoeency the man doss B!
slne podly, s It posaible that start
g with sin & soraph can be s valuled

INere Bul mere peoepecy Lhal 4 wWalp
ar will make & Bosr stalus vl of &

.
:

blash of pure, white Parian marbls

than out of a black rock that has been
cracked end twisted and split and

scarred with the storms of a hall cen-

tury? Could you not write a last will
and testament, or write a deed, or write
an important document on a pure white
sheet of paper easler than you could
write it upon a sheet scribbled all over
with infamy and blotted and torn from
top to bottom? And yet there are those
who are so uncommon-sensical as to
believe that though a man starts In
this world with infancy and ite Inno-
cence and turns out badly, in the next
world he can start with a dead fallure
and turn out well, “But” say some

people, “we ought to have another
chance in the next world because our
life here s so very brief; we scarcely
have room to turn around between the
cradle and the grave, the wood of the
one almoet striking against the marble
of the other, We ought to have another
chance because of the brevity of this
life, My friends, do you know what
made the ancient deluge a necessity?
It was the longevity of the antedl-
luvians, They were worse In the sec-
ond century than in the first, and worae
when they got three hundred years old,
and worse at four hundred, and worse

at five hundred, and worse at slx hun-
dred, and worse at eight hundred; unt!l
the world had to be washed and
scoured and scrubbed and soaked and
sunk and anchored a whole month un-
der water before It was fit for decent
people to llve In, [ have eeen many
pletures of old Time with his scythe to
cut, but I never saw any pleture of
Time with a chest of medicines to heal,
Sencca sald that in the first few years
of his publie life Nero was get up as an
example of clemency and kindness, but
he got worse and worse, the path de-
ecending, until at sixty-elght years of
age he was the suleide. If elght hun-
dred years of lifetime could not cure
the antediluvians of their iniguity, I
undertake to say that all the ages of
eternity would be only prolongation of
depravity, “But,” says some one, “In
tho next life the evil surroundings will
be withdrawn and good influences will
be pubstituted, and hence, expurgation,
sublimity, glorification.” But you must
remember that the righteous, all thelr
6ins forgiven, pass right up Into a beat-
ific state, and then having passed up
into the beatific state, not need-
ing any other chance, that will
leave all those who have never
been forgiven, and who were impeni-
tent, alone—alone! and where are the
salvable influences to come from? Can
it be expected that Dr. Duff, who spent
his whole life in pointing the Hindoos
to heaven, and Dr, Abeel, who spent
his life in evangelizing China, and that
Judson, who spent his life In preach-
ing the Gospel to Burmah—can it be
expected that they will be sent down
from some celestial Misslonary Boclety
to educate and to save those who
wasted their earthly existence? No.
We are told distinctly that all mission-
ary and evangelistic influences will be
ended forever and the good having
passed up to their beatific state, all the
morally bankrupt will be together, and
where are the salvable influences to
come from? WIill a specked or bad
apple put in a barrel of diseased apples
make the other apples good? Will one
who is down be able to lift others up?
Will those who have miserably failed
in the business of this life be able to
pay the debts of other spiritual insol-
vents? Will a million Wrongs make
one right? Poneropolle was the city
where King Rufus of Thracla, put all
bad people of hia kingdom, and when-
aver there were iniquitous people found
in any part of the land they were all
sent to Poneropolls, It was the great
capltal of wickedness. Suppose a man
or 2 woman had opened a primary
school in Poneropolls, would the par-
ents of other cities have sent their chil-
dren there to be educated and re-
formed * * ¢

Again, 1T wish you further to notlce
that another chance in another world
means the ruin of this, Now, sup-
pose a wicked man la assured that
after a lifetime of wickedness, he
can fix it all right up in the
future. That would be the demorall-
zation of soclety, that would be the
demolition of the human race. Thero
are men who are now kept on the limits
of sin by thelr fear. The fear that If
we are bad and unforgiven here it will
not be well with us in the next exist-
ence, {8 the chief influence that keeps
civilization from rushing back into
semi-barbarism, and keeps seml-bar-
barism from rushing back Into mid-
pight savagery, and keeps midnight
savagery from rushing back into ex-
limits of sin. Dut this idea coming into
his soul, this idea of another chance, he
says, “Go to, now; I'll get out of this
world all there Is In it." Come glut-
tony and revenge and uncleannoss and
all sensualities, and walt upon me, It
may abbreviate my earthly life by dis-
soluteness, but that will only give me
heavenly Indulgence on a larger seale
in & shorter length of time. 1 will over.
take the righieous before long, 1 will
only come In heaven a little late, and 1
will be & little more fortunate than
those who have behaved thamselves on
carth and went stralght to the bosom
of God, because | will see more and have
wider excursion, and 1 will coms inte
heaven via Gebouna, via Sheol™ Hear-
ere' Readers! Another chance in the
next world means free leense and the
lemolition of thisn Supposs you had
& case In court, and all the judges and
all the attorneys agreed In telling you
he Orst trial of ittt would be tried
twiee—the first trial would net be of
very mueh importance, bul the secand
il would decide sverything On
shieh tpial would you put the Wmest
ipendiiure® on which trial would you
suplay the ablost counsel? on which

o wenld you b et Ansicus o
a8 the atteadance of all the Wik
rotoa? OB pou would say, “if there
At 10 Be we Lriads, aud the Aret il

does not amount to much, the secemt
trial being everything, everything de
pending upon that, I must have the
most eloquent attorney, and 1 must
have all my witnesses present, and 1
will expend my money on that™” It
these men who are impenitent and who
are wicked felt there were two trials,
and the first was of no very great {m-
portance, and the second trial was the
one of vast and iafinite importance,
all the preparations for eternity would
be post-mortem, post-funeral, post-
sepulchral, and this world would be
jerked off into impenitency and god-
lessneas. Another chance in another
world means the domilition of this

world, 3 -
L Lad -

A dream. 1 am in the burnished
judgment hall on the last day. The
great white throne is lifted, but tho
Judge has not yet taken it. While we
are waiting for his arrival I hear the
immortals in conversation. “What are
you walting for?” says a soul that went
up from Madagancar to & soul that went
up from America. The latter responds:
“1 was in Ameriea forly years Ago,
and I heard the Gospel preached, and I
had plenty of Bibles in my house, and
from the time that I knelt st my moth-
er's knee in prayer until my last howr,
I had great opportunities; bmt 1 did
not improve them, smd I am here to-
day waiting for another chance.”
“Strange, strange,” says the soul just
come up from Madagasear. “Btrange;
why 1 never heard the Gospel eall but
once In all my life, and 1 sceepted it,
and 1 don't want another e¢hance.”
“What are you walting for?” says one
who on earth had very feeble intelloct
to one who had great brain and whose
volce was silvery, and who had scep-
tres of power, The latter replies: “I
had great power on earth, I must admit,
and 1 mastered languages and 1 mas-
tered libraries, and colleges conferred
upon me learned titles, and my name
was a synonym for eloquenco and
power; but somehow I neglected the
matiers of my soul, and I must eon-
fegs to you I am here to-day walting for
another chance,” Now, the ground
trembles with the advancing echarlot.
The great folding doors of the bur-
nigshed hall of judgment are thrown
open. “Stand back,” ery the ushers,
“and let the Judge of quick and dead
pass through,” He takes the throne.
He looks off upon the throngs of na-
tions come to the last judgment, come
to the only judgment, and one flash
from the throne reveils each man's
history to himself, and reveals It to all
the others, And then the Judge says,
“Divide!” and the burnished walls echo
it, “Divide!" and the guides angelle an-
swer, “Divide!” and the Immortals are
rushing this way and that, until there
is an alsle between them, a great alule:
and then a vacuum, widening, and
widening and widening, until the Judge
looks to one side of that vyacuum, and
addresses the threng, and says: “Let
him that is righteous be righteous still,
and let him that is holy be holy still.”
And then, turning te the throng on the
other side of the vacuum, he msays:
“Let him that {s unjust be unjust still,
and let him that is filthy be filthy still”
And then he stretches out both hands
one toward the throng on each side of
the vacuum, and says: *“If the tree fall
toward the south, or toward the merth
in the place where the tree falleth
there it shall be!” And then I hea:
something jar with & great sound; it s
the closing of the Book of Judgment
The Judge ascends the stairs behind (ke
throne, The Hall of the last Asaize is
cleared and shut. The High Court ol
Eternity adjourned forever.

The Ohurch in Felitien

The time i8 coming when the church
will demand that all the chief places in
the city government shall be flled with
men whose personal character does
command high respect. It §s high tim«
to cease tolerating the presence of anjy
man as a city officlal whko is himssl
hand and glove with that which s
most degrading. The democratic Chris
tian church has a right to make de
mands and enforce them.—Rev. E M
Fairchild, Unitarian, Troy, N. Y.

SOME STRANGE TREES.

There is an oak tree In the state of
Georgia that |s twenty-seven feet in
diameter,

A blue gum tree in Nev BSouth
Wales, 482 feet high, is thought to be
the tallest tree in the world,

At Oroville, Cal,, there is a cherry
tree only 18 years old, which s six feet
through the trunk,

The magnolia tree was named after
a French professor, Magnol, a natural-
Ist, whe died in 1716.

One varlety of the Indlam rubber
tree has bright green leaves that are
edged with flaming rod,

The sacred bo-tree of Ceylon is sald
to have sprung from a slip of the tree
under which Buddha was born,

Tho estimated age of & dragon tres
at Orotava I 5,000 years, but it ks not
authentle, ke the record of the Lam
bardy ¢y press,

Two large white gum trees in Guate
mala have grown In such & manne:
that the foundations of & church hawve
boon shifted seven Inches,

The empress of Russia recently chosse
a white vell with a fiue v 'b-lke
ground and a black border, conslating
of & ringle row of hlack chenille spats

The combination of black and white
12 1 be much worn this sammer. N
has the advantage of loaking esol and
bolng stunning es well

Home of the preity vells slected by
Burepesn royalties soon te be
are erescentaloped and drawn
fit the hat. They are of rowa
white spots, white with
pure white,

There & 0o treth
black slockings are
worn, Though buwn
for eye'iug, \ha bach &
tonable ns svar, 8l

shally w

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

LESSON VIill. AUGUST 23, AB-.
SALOM'S REBELLION.

Golden Text! “Homor Thy WFather and
Thy Mother, That Thy Days May Be
Loug Upon the Land Whish the Lord
Thy God diveth Thee™—Ex 20:18,

E now trace mome
of the conssquences
which flowed from
David's sin,the frults
which that part of
hin conduct bore, and
at the same (ime
nome of the sweater,
humbler, holler, no-
bler characteristics
which grew out of
his repentence—the
subdued light of the
afternoon sky shin-
ing upon soattering
storm clouds, with
heaven's deep blus swhowing In many
placen between, Instead of the brilliant,
unclouded glories of noon. But our chief
lespoun must come from Absalom, as we
took upon his life, his training, his youth-
ful conduct, bursting into bitter and poi-
gonous blogsoms, and ripening Into the
Dead Sen frult of Bodom, These are les-
sons of warning, llke the angel that
stopped Balaam, like the nsign which
Christian and Hopeful placed sl the
turning of the way io the castie of Glant
Despalr. The section Includes chapters
14 to 16 “He who would understand the
wtory of Absalom's rebellion must read
with it Pualms 42 and 43, Psalm 4 and
Pualm 3 Let him read them in that
order. ‘They tell the story of David's
battle und his victory.”—Lyman Abbott.
Also Pualmw 29, 41, 66, and 63, Historical
wetting, Time. Absalom's rebelllon oc-
curred 18, O, 1022 and 1023, eleven or twelve
yours after our last Jesson, The calcu-
lation In 20,

Today's lesson Includes verses 1 to 12
chapter 15, Becond HBook of Bamuel, as
follows:

1. “And It came to pass after this.”
After the apparent reconcilliation of Ab-
salom to his father. “Prepared him char-
lole and horses,” Absalom set up n car-
riage (1. e, a state carrings), and horses,
and fifty men as runners before him;
thut I, to run before hitp when he drove
out, and stiract the attentlon of the peo-
ple by a display of princely pomp, o8
Adanijah af rds did (1 Kings 1: §),—
Kell, The aly are very fond of such
display.

2 “And Absalom rose up early.” 8o
s Lo be on hand hefore the hour when
the king sat in the gate to hear the eom-
pluints and right the wrongs of the peo-
ple, “Heside the way of the gate” By
the slde of the road leading to the gale
uf the king's palace. The gate where
rouds from different directions met, and
In front of which was usually an open
square, was & natural place for public
mectinge and business, “Any man that
had a controversy.” Better, a sult, us
verse 4

4. “Bee, thy matters,” ete. He artfully
flatters each sultor by pronouncing a fo-
vorable decision on his case.—Cambridge
Lible. *“There Is no man deputed of the
king.” “There is no official hearer ap-
pointed. It was Impossible for thg king
to hear every case In every detall,

4. “Oh that I were made judge,” It Is
#0 easy for the “outs” Lo eriticlze the
“ins;” and many lmagine, because they
cun see some detadls where they could
make Improvement, that therefore they
could do the whole work better,

6 “Puwt forth his hand ., . ., and
kiswed him.” With smazing fiattery, Al-
salom felgned humility and condescen-
slon as well as justice. He was an un-
scrupulous politiclan. The only way to
Judge such Is to see what they do after
election.

6. “So Absalom stole the hearts of the
men of Israel,” Never was a word more
fittingly employed. It was stealing.—
Johnson. In unjust ways he obtalned
what belonged to his father, and what
he should huve sacredly labored to have
David retain. His youth and beauty
lll-ldl‘ him look “every inch a king.'

7. “And It came to pass after forty
yearn.” This is doubtless a transcriber's
error far four, a mistake ecaslly made
when numbers were designated by letters
often very simllar, The Rev, Ver, mar-
Kin says, “Some anclent authorities read
“four years." Bo does Josephus, "Let
me go and pay my vow . , . In He-
brun.” A place convenlently distant for
his purpose, and at the beginning of
David's relgn the capital of Judea.

% *I will serve the Lord.” Rather to
do = service, explained by Josephus to
mean 10 offer & sacrifice,

0. *“But Absalom sent sples,” BSecret
emissaries had been sent out before he
went to Hebron, to prepare all the dis-
uffected ones for revolt, He could easlly
secure leaders in every place by prom-
iscs of office or gifts to them when he
Lecume king. "As soon as ye hear the
sound of the trampel.” Clericus belleves
thut Absalom asrranged a succession of
trumpeters at proper stations from south
to north, “Absalom reigneth in Hebron.”
Ho the firet news the people would have
of the rebellion would be that it was
un accomplished fact,

i *Two hundred men . . ., that
were called.” Invited to the gmacrificial
feast us Absalom's guesis. In all prob-
ability they were men of distinction, and
would naturally be regarded, both at Je-
ruzalemn and ut Hebron, as accompllees
in the . “They knew not any-
thing.” This shows the extreme secrocy
with which the conspiracy was conaucted,
und awcoounts for David's having no sus-
phclon,

12 “And Absalom sent for Ahlthaphel."
Navid's chief counsellor, and a man of
muarvelous saguolty  (16:23) Abanlom
doatiticss knew that he was disafocted
with David: perhaps from the dishonaer
done to Bathsheba, his granddaughter;
perhaps from his peroeplion of the grow-
ing discontent among the people, ‘Al
thephel's name was itsell alimost 4 guar-
anty of Alsalom's e, “The
Gllenite.”” lelonging to Glloh, a few
miles south or seuthwest of Hebron.

HAM'S HORNS,

(et (n the habit of reating all your
wolght om the Everlasting Arma

Lile is full of disappointments to the
man who tries te live without Chrisl,

There are people who never care for
wusla except when thay play the Hral
Bebdle,

The man who s dolug the thing God
wanis him to do s engaged in a greal
wurk,

The man who works for the Lord by
the day will never be satiafied with the
Pay he gels

The st thing to do, when we cans
Bt we o any other dirvotlon, s 0




