TALMAGE'S SERMON,

*“XINDNESS FOR [ANOTHER'S
SAKE,” BUNDAY'S SBUBJECT.

®ls Fhere Yot Any That 1s Left of the
Souse of Saul That I May Show Him
Kindness for Jonathan's Sake” -~
Samuel 91l

AS there ever any-
thing more roman-
tic and chivalrous
than the love of
David and Jona-
than? At one time
Jonathan was up
and David was
down. Now David
fs wp and Jona-
than's family Is
down. Asyou have
two soldiers
before going into battle making
a covenant that If one Is shot the sur-
vivor will take charge of the body,
the watch, the mementoes, and perhaps
of the bereft family of the one that
dies, sc David and Jonathan had made
a covenant, and now that Jonathan in
dead, David is imquiring about his
family, that he may show kindness un-
to them for their father Jonathan’s
sake, Careful search is made, and a
son of Jonathan by the dreadfully
homely name of Mephibosheth is found,
His nurse, in his infancy, had let him
fall, and the fall had put both his
ankles out of place, and they had never
been set. This decrepit, poor man Is
ght into the palace of King Davlid,
vid looks upon him with melting
tenderness, no doubt seeing in his
face & resemblance to his old friend,
the deceased Jonathan. The whole
bearing of King David toward him
seems to say. “How glad I am to see
you, Mephibosheth. How you remind ma
of your father, my old friend and ben-
efactor. 1 made a bargain with your
father a good many years ago, and I
am going to keep it with you. What
can I do for you Mephibosheth? I am
resolved what to do: I will make you
& rich man; I will restore to you the
oonflscated property of your grand-
father Baul, and you shall be a guest
of mine as long as you live, and you
shall be seated at my table among the
princes.” It was too much for Mephi-
bosheth, and he erled out against it,
ealling himself a dead dog. “Be still,”
«says David, “I don't do this on your
own account; I do this for your father
Jonathan's sake. I can never forget
his kindness, I remember when I was
bounded from place to place how he
befriended me. Can I ever forget how
he stripped himself of his courtier ap-
parel and gave It to me Instead of my
shepherd’'s coat, and how he took off
his own sword and belt and gave them
to me instead of my sling? Oh, I can
never forgat him,. 1 feel as if I couldn’t
do enough for you, his son. 1 don't
do it for your sake; I do it for your
father Jonathan's sake.” “So Mephi-
bosheth dwelt In Jerusalem: for* he
did eat continually at the king's ta-
ble; and was lame on both his feet.”
There Is so much Gospel in this
quaint incldent that I am embarrassed
to know wherd to begin, Whom do
Mephibosheth, and David and Jona-
than make you think of?
Mephibosheth, in the first place,
stands for the disabled soul. Lord
Byron describes sin as a charming
recklessness, as a gallantry, as a Don
Juan; George Band describes sin as
triumphant in many {ntricate plots;
Gavarnl, with his engraver's knife,
always shows sin as a great jocularity:
but the Bible presents it as a Mephi-
bosheth, lame on both feet. Sin, like
the nurse in the context, attempted
to carry us, and let us fall, and we
have been disabled, and In our whole
moral natire we are decrepit. Bome-
times theologians haggle about a tech-
pleality. They use the words “total
depravity,” and some people believe
fn the doctrine, and some reject it.
What do you mean by total depravity?
Do you mean that every man is as bad
a8 he can be? Then I do not believe
it elther. But do you mean that sin
hag let us fall, that it has scarified, and
disabled, and crippled our entire mora)
nature, untll we cannot walk stralght.
and are lame In both feet? Then 1
admit your proposition. There 18 not
80 much difference In an African jun-
gle, with barking, howling, hissing,
fighting quadruped and reptile, and Par-
adise with its animals coming hefore
Adam when he patted them an stroked
them and gave them names, so that
the panther was as tame as the cow,
and the condor as tame as the dove,
as there |a between the human soul dis-
abled and that soul as God originally
constructed It. 1 do not care what the
sentimentallsta orthe poetasay inregard
to sin; in the name of God [ declare
to you today that sin is disorganization
disintegration, ghastly disfiguration,
bobbling deformity,

Mephihosheth In the text standa fpr
the disabled human soul humbled and
restored. When this luvalld of my text
got & command o come te King Da-
vid's palace, he trembled. The fact
was that the grandfather of Mephi-
bosheth had treated David most shoek-
fngly, and new Mephiboshoth says 1o
Rimsell, “What does the king want of
me? Ian't 1t enough that | am lame?
Ia he golng to dealtay my life? I
be going to wreak en e Lhe vongeance
which he holds toward wy gravdinthor
Baul? Its 100 bad” Bul g0 te the pal.
aoe Mephiboaketh wust, since the king
haa rommandsd (it With stall and
erulehes and helpad by his friends, |
e Mephiboaheth golng up the stalm
of e paln I henr Bia stal®  and
erulohes rattling oa the teasellated Noor
of \ba thrusersom. No seoler have
these twa pecennas  vonfrentsd each
SlhaR— Mephiboshath and Davkl, (ke

sa Mephibosheth throwa him-

= Ba) on his faee belore e king,
aad styles himsslt & dead dos Iu the
whet & wan siyles himasit &

$0g. b Wiers the uimost term of self

_————'——""—"_"-‘__"___—-—-
in this country, where, if & dog has a

falr chance, he sometimes shows more
pobility of character than some human
specimens that we wot of; but the
mengy curs'of the Oriental cities, as 1
know by my own observation, are ut-
terly detestable. Mephibosheth gives
the utmost term of self-loathing when
he compares himself to a dog, and
dead at that.

Consider the analogy. When the
command {s given Trom the.palace of
heaven to the human soul to come,
the soul begins to tremble. It says:
“What is God going to do with me
now? 1Is he going to destroy me? Is
he going to wreak his vengeance upon
me? There s more than one Mephl-
bosheth trembling now, because God
has summoned him to the palace of
divine grace! What are you trembling
about? OGod has no pleasure in the
death of a sinner. He does not send
for you to hurt you., He sends for
you to do you good. A Bcotch preacher
bhad the following circumstances
brought under his observation: There
was a poor woman in the parish who
wag about to be turned out because
she eould not pay her rent. One night
she heard a loud knocking at the door,
and she made no answer, and hid her-
gelf, The rapping continued louder,
louder, louder, but she made no an-
swer, and continued to hide hersell,
Bhe was almost frightened unto death,
Bhe sald: “That's the officer of the
law come to throw me out of my home,”
A few days after a Christian philun-
thropist met her in the street, and safd:
“My poor woman, where were you the
other night? I came round to your
house to pay your rent, Why didn’t youn
let me in? Were you at home?”
“Why"” she replied, “was that you?”
“Yes, that was me; I came to pay your
rent.” “Why,” she said, ‘it I had had
any Jdea it was you I would have let
you in. I thought it was an officer
come to cast me out of my home,” 0O
goul, that loud knocking at thy gate
today Is not the sheriff come to put
you fin jail; it is the best friend you
ever had come to be your security. You
shiver with terror becuase you think
it is wrath, It is mercy. Why, then,
tremble before the King of heaven and
earth calls you to his palace? B8top
trembling and start right away, "“Oh”
you gay, “I can’t start. I have been so
lamed by sin, and so lamed by evil
habit, I can’t start. I am lame in both
feet.” My friend, we come out with
our prayers and sympathies to help you
up to the palace, If you want to get
to the palace you may get there. Start
now, The Holy Spirit will help you.
All you have to do is just throw your-
self on your face at the feet of the
King, as Mephibosheth did.
Mephibosheth’s caninal comparison
geems extravagant to the world, hut
when a man has seen himself as he
really is, and seen how he has been
l.re'tlng the Lord, there is no term ve-
hement enough to express his self-con-
demnation, The dead dog of Mephli-
bosheth's eomparison fails to describe
the man’s utter loathing of himself,
Mephibosheth's posturing does not
seem too prostrate. When a soul is
convicted first he prays uoright. Then
the muscles of his neck relax, and he Is
able to bow his head. After awhile,
by an almost superhuman effort he
kneels down to pray. After awhlle,
when he has seen God and seen him-
self, he throws himself flat on his face
at the feet of the King, just like Me-
phibosheth, The fact s, If we could
see ourselves as God sees us, we would
perigh at the spectacle. You would
have no time to overhaul other people,
Your cry would be, “God be merciful
to me a sinner.”

And again: Mephibosheth in my
text stands for the disabled human
soul saved for the sake of another.
Mephibosheth would never have got
into the palace on his own account,
Why did David ransack therealm tofind
that poor man, and then bestow upon
him a great fortune, and command a
farmer by the name Ziba to culture
the estate and glve to this Invalld
Mephibosheth half the proceeds every
year? Why did Kiug David make
such a mighty stir about a poor fellow
who would never be of any use to the
throne of Israel? It was far Jonathan's
sake, It was what Robert Burns callg
for “auld lang syne.” David ecould
not forget what Jonathan had done for
him In other days. Three times this
chapter has it that all this kindness on
the part of David to Mephibosheth was
for his father Jonathan's sake. The
daughter of Peter Martyr, though the
vice of her husband, came down to
penury, and the Senate of Zurich
took care of her for her father's sake.
Sometimes @& person  has applied
to you for help, and you have
refused him; but when you found he

people present, you are Introduced:
“This is the Benator.” “This Is the
Governor.” “This is the President.”
Befors we sit down at the King's table
in heaven I think wo will want to be
introduced. Oh, what a time that will
be, when you and I, by the grace of God,
get Into heaven, and are introduced to
the mighty spirits there, and some
one will say: “This Is Joshua,” “This
Is Paul,” "“This Is Moses.” "This Is
John Knox.” “This is John Milton.”
“This le Martin Luther.,” “This 1Is
George Whitefleld.” Oh, shall we have
any strength left after such a round of
celestial introduction? Yea! We shall
be potentates ourselves, Then we shall
sit down at the King's table with the
sons and daughters of God, and one
will whisper across the table to us and
say, “Behold what manner of love the
Father has bestowed upon us that we
should be called the sons of God!” and
some one at the table will say, "How
long will it last? All other banquets
at which 1 sat ended. How long will
this last?” and Paul will answer “For-
ever!” and Joshua will say “Forever!”
and John Knox will say “Forever!” and
George Whitefield will say “Forever!”

0O my soul, what & magnificent gos-
pel! It takes a man so low down and
raises him po high! What a gospel!
Come now, who wants to be banqueted
and empalaced? As when Wilberforee
was trying to get the “Emancipation
Biil” through the British parliament,
and all the British Isles were anxious
to hear of the passage of that “"Eman-
cipation Bill,” when a vesse] was com-
Ing Into port and the captain of the
vesscl knew that the people was so
anxious to get the tidings, he stepped
out on the prow of the ship and
shouted to the people, long before he
got up to the dock, “Free!” and they
eried It, and they shouted it, and they
sang it all through the land, “Free!
free!” 8o today I would like to sound
the news of your present and your
eternal emancipation until the angels
of God bovering In the alr, and watch-
men on the battlements, and bell-men
in the town cry it, shout it, sing fit,
ring it: “Free! free!” I come out now
as the messenger of the palace to in-
vite Mephibosheth to come up. I am
here today to tell you that God has a
wealth of kindness to bestow upon you
for His Bon's sake, The doors of the
palace are open to recelve you, The
cup-bearers have already put the chal-
fces on the table, and the great, loving,
tender, sympathetic heart of God bends
over you this moment, saying: *“Is
there any that is yet left of the house
of Baul, that I may show him kind-
ness for Jonathan's sake?”

“1f Yo Love Ms Keep My Commandments”

One day there was wood and water to
bring home, says Hev, John F. Demp-
ster, and mother was tired and 1], and
John said, “I love you, mother,—and
then he put on his cap and ran away
to the swing under the tree., And
Nell sald, “I love you, mother, —and
then teased and sulked till mother was
glad when she went out to play.
After that Fan sald, “I love you,
mother; there I8 no school today, and
1 shall help you all I ecan.” Then she
rocked the baby to sleep, and swept
the floor, and tidied the room, and was
busy and happy all day. Three chil-
dren that night were going to bed, and
all of them sald, while mother tucked
them in, “I love you, mother.” But
now tell me which of them did mother
think loved her best?

It you love the Savior, you will not
forget him. Bome of you tell him In
your hymns and prayers from morn-
ing to night all SBunday that you love
him. And then you go out all the
week, and never seem to think of him
again till the Sunday after. You just
live as if there were no Savior at all.
We shall meet him some day, by and
by, and he is going to say to some of
us, “I never knew you. You sung my
hymns, but you forgot my commands
ments,"

THE WORLD OF WOMEN.

The wedding presents and trousseau
of Princess Henrlette of Belgium,
which were recently gent to the villa
of her husband, the Due de Vendome,
near Neullly, fllled 170 boxes and
welghed eleven tons,

Mrs, Cleveland has been putting on
flesh rapidly in the past few years, and
is now sald to welgh nearly 180 pounds,
As she nelther skates nor plays golf
nor teanls, and the president objects to
bleyeling for marrled women, she has
taken to walking as hard as she can

wias the san or brother of some one

who had been your benefactor In form.
or days, and by a glanee you saw the

resemblance of your old friend In the
foce of the applicant, you relented, and
you sald: “Ob, 1 will do this for your
father's sake.” You know by your ex-
perience what my text means, Now,
my friends, it 1s on that principle that
you and | are to get luto the King's

palace,
Again: Mephiboaheth in my text
stands for the disabled human sou

Hited to the King's table, It was more
diMeult In those times even than it |a

huw for common men o get Into a
royal dining-room. The subjecta might
have come around the il of ihe

palace and might have seen the Hghtas
Nindied, and miaht have heard the
clash of the knives and the ratile af the
polden poblots, bt ret get In. Blouwt
wmenm with stout feel vauld net gl N
e In All thalr lives 10 ane bhangued,
set poor Mephibosheth govs In, lives
Ihere, and W every day st the tahie
O, what & getting up Ia the world W
was for poor Mephibosheih! Well,
thaugh you and | may b woelully
amed with sin, for our divinse Juna
than's sake, | hope we will all got In
o dine with the King

Wetore dining se must be Intreduced
i you are lavited o & campany of

PORREANAN, 11 1 ot & erim we Wieng

persons where there are digtinguished

go from 10 to 12 every morning.
Though the Baroness Hirsch is nom-
inally the universal legatee under her
Inte husband's will, Harold Fredorie
declares that the bulk% of Baron
Hirsch's fortune, after certaln philan-
| throple bequests are pald, will go to
Laclenne, natural daughter of the bar-

oi's dead son and a French governess |

Gov, and Mrs, Willinm MeKinley, Jr.,
calobrated the twenty-first anniversary
of thelr wedding o the 25th of lamt
January, Mre. MoKinley has been
something of an invalld ever since the
death of her Mther, which occurred
just belore her seoond daughter
born. Doth her ohildren
Yery young

Cara Belle Fellows, o marriag
o Chasha, & Bloun, emvated a2 senss
tion some years ago, has been deserted
and left In destiiution by her Indian
hushand Bhe ontie of an enceilont
Washingion family, bt fell in love
with Chaska while teach vy achoel on
Ahe reservation wear Plerre, 8 I, and
married him ia aplie of e apposiilon

lied when

of her family
|

Milson Haves't you goue (o house
Beeplag it Newly maried man-

No; we e walllng 1o save up snough @
Myve In heaping wilth the siyle of e
wedding pivssnin

FORAGE CROPS,

How Late Fornge Crops Can HBe Sne.
cesnfully Cultivated,

The following good article was
awarded the second premium In a
prize essay contest of the Michigan
Farmer, ealling for the best written
ey on the subject of forage crops,
The writer Is Alfred Anderson of Mus-
kegon county Michigan,

What substitute for hay and forage

ghall we be able to plant as late ns
the 10th of June, with no present pre-
paration for same, and Indieations of
i dry season as the lust one of 18057

Whatever is done must be done in a
hurry, The first thing I wounld de
would be to prepare a plece of land

plenty of thme for maturing a crop of
corn,
the 6Gth day of June, and from nine
aeres harvested 800 bushels of good
corn,

ns there would not be much use of
attempting to prepare clay ground at
this time of year, Stubble land, or
some that had been recently plowed,
would be more lkely to contaln more
moisture and glve corn a better start
than sod land, But in ease 1 could do
po better 1 would plow sod abont six
or seven inches deep, then roll and
drag thoroughly.

With the ground well fitted, T would

feet nine Inches apart and about four
or five Inches apart in the drill, Cul-
tivate and work the same as for a
crop, Then 1 would look the farm
over for a plece of molst land, a plece
of low bottom land, or reclahmed
swamp, and sow some millet, and If
this is harvested at the proper time
before It gets too ripe it will make an
excellent article of hay, especially for
milk cows.

Hye would be the next substitute,
principally for forage, and 1
likely it could be made to produce

after June 10. As to the quality of
rye cut for fodder, I think it Is nearly
nx good as thoothy hay, Cut with the
binder just about the time it blossoms,

Rye, 1 think, stands at head of for-
age plants, 1 would commence by
sowling the whent stubble as soon after
harvest as possible, and then in the
corn at the last thme of cultivating,
The pastures we will now suppose 1o
be getting rather short, We are now
past the middle of July and our first
vlanting of fodder corn, which should
hay # been planted about May 20, will
goon be ready to commence feeding.

If we have planned our planting
right we may have an abundance of
«orn fodder up to Oct, 1, when we
may commence tuguing in on the rye,
which will show Its worth In the In-
creased flow of milk and with fatter
stock to commence the winter,

For sheep ralsing, nnd these dry
seasons, rye s almost Indispensible,
furulshing feed the entire season if
managed rightly, provided the winter
i open, and the first thing in  the
spring when some green feed I8 need-
el so badly for ewes in lamb, We
may now pasture the rye till about

cure a crop or cut for bhay and turn
under for green manure, the stock can
be  taken off which will glve It

croj.

The past few seasons have demon-
strated the fact that we cannot de-
pend upon pasture land for our stock,
It matters not how many acres we
lhave in pasture, when the terrible
drought of sommer strikes it, it Is
waste land, so that all the use we re-
ceive from our pasture land s about
two months out of the year,

So it seems that the present method
of pusturing stock is expensive in more
waoys than one, 1irst in not receiving
suthelent returns from our land, and

gecond by losing in quality of  our
stock and shrinking of mitk in our
dalry herds, which means not only

the present loss of milk but the future
also,

It seems to we that the more econ-
otdenl and remunerative way would
be the stabling of stock through the
stminer, theveby Keeplng more stock
on hnlf the number of acres, The silo
would, no doubt, i1l a gap here that
we could not dispense with, If follow-
fug this method,

With the sile and feeding of stock
throughout the entire year, we could
depend”  more Jargely on cultivated
erops such as would be sultable for
cusiloge, amd the various root erops,
therehy seenring ourselves agnlost the
droughts of summwer, and giving us
mwore tlable land, alsoe an inervased
piuount of manure to enrieh our soll,

Mow n Good Crop Was Halsed

was |

Me. J. A Baxter, of Waverland,
Kansas, rolsed 104 bushels of corn per
aere on Ave aeres lnst winter as I'n

| aere on fve neres last season, ad In

| the March veport of the Kansas State
Hoand of tells how
'ulhl p. s follows

Aevieulture e

| The partion of my erop giving ¥kl
| oof Vord Boushieds of bhuskes), well il
Py sis potibds, shielloddy carm peor el
’\---IIH avvva of By seven | planivad
j last yens My loedd s slightly rolling
prnivie sl pbout g falr average bhan
sim sl with o havdd, bprey s sl
| = Vhe v T LT
Wl ook vkl f o twenlty-Hve were ekl
| prart fow bbby bl bewnd b pestatones |
Ivias Feibis, il 1) bast vrope duyg with
s sting plow dale i Uvlobsr, wihich

was abuul eguivalvel o @ devp Tall
Jréow LT

u spring Vhe .'rn.I‘. W ol BN
x Ladd o sl It was then deeply
pibow wal bsiinade Thing el Al Wit i
B b bil i shial alridbend VD st wa
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for corn, as there Is, at the above date, |

The season of I8MM 1 plapted |

hoed three times—the last hoelng after
it had been finished with the culti-
vators,

I nm a strong believer in deep and
thorough cultivation, and long since
learned that a good erop of corn and
a rank growth of cockle burrs, erab
grass and similar weeds, can not oe
cupy the same ground at the same
time., 1 have not sub-soiled for pre
vious crops, but last fall invested in o
Perine subsoiler and used It on fifteen
acres. 1 intend planting 100 acres (o
corn this season, and aim to have it
all subgoiled, Am subsolling my fields
the parrow way first (they are from
forty to elghty rods wide and 120 rods
Jong) a8 deeply as four horses ean do
the work, at distances of two and a
half feet. Will then throw up the
ridges cross-wise of this with a lsting
plow, following it In each furrow with
the subsoller g deep as three horses
ean pull it, and drill the seed Immedi-
ately In the track of the subsoller, This
will leave the land subsofled In both
directions.

My whole erop for 1805 averaged
only fifty-seven bushels per acre, yet
would have made seventy-five bushels
but for an unfortunate invasion just
at the eritical time by an army of
chinel bugs from an adjacent thirty-
acre fleld of oats, With proper treat
ment of solls, and thorough cultiva
tion, 1 am of the opinfon that in all
favorable seasons such as last, we

| should raise from seventy-five to one

I would select a sandy loam soll, |

Arill sweet corn in rows about three |

think |

fodder by sowing as soon as possible |

the 1&t of May, then if we wish to se- |

nl
chanee to make ample growth for a
|

Bundred bushels of corn per acre in
stead of the more common twenty-five
to fifty bushels, 1 am always careful
to avold eultivating when the land s
very wet, and think many farmers
make a serlous mistake by working
thelr corn when the sgoll cleaves from
the shovel in chunks, The sun s like-
Iy to then bake the ground and the
growth loses its bright, healthy green
and turns a sickly yellow.
Mulehing to Kill Weedns,

A small pateh of quack grass or Can-
ada thistles can be morve easily killed
by mulching than in any other way.
Bury the young plants heavily with
straw, bending them down so as to
make a long, spindling growth near
the ground. If any come through the
straw coverng do not eut them off or
pull up the stalks, but bend down and
cover deeper, If this is done faithfully
for one summer the roots will be com-
pletely smothered before fall. It Is
mueh easler and cheaper to destroy a
gl pateh in this way than by cultl-
vating them, which only breaks up the
roots and canses ench plece to grow
with new vigor, In fact, even where
cultivation has been tried as a rem-
edy, we have always found the best
guccess by covering each green shoot
with molst soll as soon as it appears
abave the surface. One of the advant-
ages of the mulehing system is that it
works besgt In a wet summer, when, by
relying wholly on cultivation, the weed
{% wore likely to be spread than to be
subdued,

Fanrm Notes,

Keep down the weeds,

stir the soll frequently.

Cut the clover in good season,

Clover cured too much wastes
handling. ’

Underfeeding ruins more stock than
overfecding,

When fattening pigs make them eat
all they will.

If necessary to stack hay outside,
put in large ricks.

So far as possible stack the clover
hay under shelter,

Wheat ought to be cut before the
grain gets too hard.

This I8 a good month to plant cu-
cumbers for pickles,

Clover too ripe when cut contains
too much woody fiber,

Do not breed all of the cows 8o as to
come fresh in the spring.

In nearly all eases the last cultiva-
ticns pay the best profits,

A good garden can be made the best
paving plat on the farm.

So far as possible have everytoing
in readiness for harvest,

So far ag can be done, do not allow
any weeds to mature seed.

Keep up the cultivation until the
crop can e consldered made.

The colts will grow faster and better
if they have good pasturage,

A good part of the necessary muleh-
Ing #honld be done this month,

Wateh the pastures and do not allow
them to be pastured down too close,

Keeping the surface of the sofl fine
and level will Lelp 1o retain molstare.

All Kinds of grass makes better hay
If eut before the plants are allowed to
becoe too ripue,

It the second growth of clover is to
e allowed to siure seed, the first
growth sbould be cut reasonnbly early

Glve the work tegme god eare, The
dimervinee i deivers will often make
pevera! years difference in the life of a
Prinrser

Whether the cultivation glven the
erops be few or wany, the last cultiva-
thon shoukd giways leave the soll clear
of weeds and in o good condinon,

in

he  recent  contlnned mions have
ghven the weeds o chabee 1o get ghead,
and it will now take berole work in
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'THE SU

NDAY SCHOOL.

LESSON 1V, JULY 28—0Q0D'S
PROMISES TO DAVID.

Golden Text? “In Thee O Lord I Put
My Trust” — Psalms 71:1—Longings
For Uod's Kingdom and Fulfilment of
Word.

E now come to the be-
ginning of another de-
velopment of the King-
dom of God. We can look
at It fArst as the unfold-
Ing of the promise of God
for the redemption of the
world, In the Mossiah
Redeemer. It s linked
to the former promises,
from that of Adam down

to this tima. Thess
promises become cloarer
and more definite. They

are the comfort and sup-
port of God's people all
down the ages, On the other hand, we have
for our comfort and strength an example of
how (lod satisfles our longings for the com-
Ing of his kingdom and answers our prayers,
The section covers the whole Messianic idea
of David's time, including chapter 7, and the
“Parnllel,” 1 Chron, 17: 127, " Messianie
Pralms” (according to Professor Hriggs):
Paalin 110, the conquering King, Pralm 2,
the enthroned Messiah; Psalm 72, the right-
sous King; Psalm 45, the bridal of the
Messlah: Psalm 15, the advent of Jehovah ax
Deliverer, '‘The Last Song of David,” 2
Samuel 23: 1-7. "New Testament Light.”

Christ the son of David, and his successor
on the throne, (Luke 1: 32, 33; 200 41-44;
Acts 2: 20, 30,) Historical Setting.—'"The
time"” was probably not long after the last
lesson, B. C. 142, "The Place.' —Jerusnlem.
“David,"” about 44 years old. “Prophets,”

Nathan, now first mentioned and Gad, who
had been with David in his exile.

The lesson for today Includes
7: 416,

4. ""That night, that the word of the Lord
came unto Nathan,” by a vislon (v. 17
The prophet was right in the assurance that
the object of David's deslre was plessing to
God, but there was need of lght upon the
best way of accomplishing it,

6. “Bhalt thou build me a house for me
to dwell In?' This Implies that he shall
not bulld the house, as I8 stated in 1 Chronl-
cles 17: 4.

6, "“Whereas,” rather,
not dwelt in any house,” poermanent temple,
becanse there had been no firm, unendan-
gered, permanent place for it; and the orl-
ginal tent bad sufMced. “In a tent and In
a tabernacle.” The word tent refers to the
outward covering of skins, ete,; the taber-
nacle denotes the framework of boards and
bars.—Coaok.

7. "Bpake 1 & word * * * Why bulid
ye not me a house of codar?”’ God had mado
no such command, for the best time had not
yet come. If religlon could prosper »o many
past years, It could a lttle time longer, till
the right man and the right time zhould
arrive,

8 "I took thee.” His life wax a plan of
God hitherto, and from the past David was
to learn lessons of trust for the future. All
David's greatness had (ts source in  God,
“From the sheepcote,’” 1. e, fold. Better,
“from the pasture,” God exalted the shep-
herd boy to be king.

9. “And I was with thee.”” All yvour wsuc-
cegs was from me—your character and fitness
to succeed, as well as the favoring clreum-
stances and gulding wisdom. “And have cut
off all thine enemies,”” because they were
enemies of God and hix kingdom. These
wars were wars of the Lord waged by him as
king of his people, and for the real good and

Hamuel

Beeause, ‘1 have

progress of the world (1 Sam. 25: 28),—
Lange, "“"Made thee a great name.”” Under
David, Israe), hitherto obseure, first became

recognized an a great and powerful nation.

10, "1 will appoint,”" or prepare (better,
have appointed, as some render It), "o
place.”” That s, by subduing thelr encinles
he made room for a safe, unendangered vex-
pansion In the promised land., “Arnd will
plant them," better, have pianted them.
That s, on the zoil thus cleansed and made
safe. He established a firm, decp-rooted
national life.—Lange. ‘“‘Nelther shall the
children of wickedness afflict them any
more."”" They might attack Israel, as some
of them did after this, but they could not
conguer and oppress them.

12. I will zet up thy seed.” First, Solo-
mon, who recognizes the fulliiment of this
promise in his elevation to the throne (1
Kings §: 15-20i; then the line of David's
descendants who succeeded him on  the
throne of Judah; and finally Christ, in
whom the prophecy reaches its higheot ful-

filment. See Luke 1: 31-33; Acts 2: 23-31;
13: 22, 2.
13, “He shall build a house for my name.”

“The name of God slgnifies God himeell, so
far as he has revealed and manifested him-
self to men."—Cambridge Dible. The glori-
ous temple that David desired to bulld was
bullt by his son Solomoun, while David him-
self had the privilege of making great prepa
rutions for this temjle, at least 150 milllon
dallars In gold, besidea vast quantities of
other material,

4. *1 will be his father, and he shall be
my son.' This prediction applied to BSolo-
mon, but he is ehlefly “only the herald of
its realization.” through David's line to its

culmination In David's greater Son, the
Messiah. In Jesus, the Son of God, Iz God's
fatherhood best made known, and through
hi® to all who love and obey him. No
saweeter, better, more comforting and en-
couraging promise than this of the love and

father can bhe bestowed
upon any one, ‘i he commit Inlquity."”
There was only one way In which David's
descendants could enjoy this prom’sed bless
Ing, and that was by obedience. I they
fused to bhedirnt they must suffer

care of a heavenly

he LLO TR

the punishment and loss due to their winwe,
“1 will chasten bl with the rod of wen”™
b €., such & chastisemiont as men inflicr vwpoan

thelr children, t rect and reciaim Il-*
not to destroy them. —Cook

11 Hut my mercy shall not depart away
frotm him, as | took it from Saul In Saul's
case, not enly was ) bt
the kingdum was in
avid's case
puniabhed, bun 1t

himself punished
taken from his family
Mending persons ahould
werer law the kingdom

was reduced, el I wa waver removed from
the tamily of avid, for st the lowest paint
Joaun, the sl { David, was barp Joniin
Christ sulfered L1 Lim own sins, but fur
the aihas o 1 sid the world Aad
through this Moy g bugdom endureth
fureser
The Law of Gl
i Life is the stamp of the unsees on
the séen Men have been seeking (o
| the origin of e in ifilalvous gen
eration’ and ul ons of deaan
\
| matter, but why scek for the living
nimong the jead iife COma
only fram Il s the law of Aalure, o
betier ih aw of ol Hew ¥
Plervs
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