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public has been fairly well prepared for

the United States in declining the
wvitation to pariicipate in the coming conference |

&l Genoa. Secrctary Hughes, in his note to Am-

bassador Ricel, plainly gives the reason—the

gathering is to be more occupied with pelitical
than questions, I'e United
States take part in the
cconomic rehabilitation of Europe, but has no
share in its politics, and does not intend to as- |
stme further than it already has responsibility
tor the international relations of Europe,

The exclusion of the of German
veparations from the agenda for the conference
was brought about by France; the admission of
Russia is the joint accomplishment of England
and France, To these points the United States
offers objection, as they are’ distinctly
European questions in their present aspect. But
until the reparation issue is considered in the
light@i its effect on the whole of Europe, and
vonsequently of the world, no progress will be
made in the adjustment of economic relations,
Any recognition given the soviet government
prior to its setting about reforms that will restore
the active productive life of Russia fails to meet |
the requirements laid down by the Harding ad-
ministration in March of last vear, and so will
not he approved.

It is quite possible, and even probable, that
out of the gathering at Genoa will proceed an
understanding that may lead to the wider and
more effective consultations that must take place,
[ven failure to agree will be in that direction,
Until Europeans show more of constructive states-
manehip and less of expedient politics, setting
shout to restore their world on safe and solid
faundations of humanly possible relations, aban-
doning thoughts of revenge and projects for na-
tional aggrandizement, conferences, whether held
at Genoa or elsewhere, will be of little use,

The United States can not with propriety
dictate what policy is to be pursued by the
powers of Europe; it can and has specified condi-
vions on which it will assist the distressed na-
tions to recover economic health, Political tran-
quility they must secure for themselves.
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Pension for Federal Employes.

[i the opinion of the-federal attorney generil
he correct, that the retirement pension law ap-
plies only to those employes of the United States
who came in under the civil service law, and ex-
cludes those who were appointed by the presi-
dent. it should he amended without delay. We
are not inclined to think that such was the spirit
or intent of the law,

The public mind has been confused for many
vears as to the methods of selecting public serv-
ants, very few people undertaking to differentiate
between those in the classified service and those
who were given their commission by presiden-
al appointment, As a matter of equity, there
should be no difference between them; no mat-
ter how he came to be there, the employe of the
Uniited States is a public servant, charged with
full responsibility for his dutics, and cntitled to
treatment equal that accorded any similarly sit-
nated. To draw a line and say that one is eligi-
t1a 1o retirement pay and the other is not, be- |
‘.a‘:e of a technical differcrice in the source of
hdir engagement, is straining a point.

A case in point is that of the assistant post-
master at Omaha; he has served longer than
fifty vears, was originally appointed by a repub-
wean president, but has continued from one ad-

i+ to another, until finally placed on a

+ basis. 1s he to be denied the hbnor |

sion when he retires, solely because he
| | come up through the civil service course?
He has served in all grades frop the youngest
clerk up, and yet the opinion of the attorney
general will shut him out. Many other faithiul
and deserving employes of the government will
be debarred from getting what it was intended
they should have, unless the point is quickly and
definitely cleared up.

Another War Cloud Looms.

Jugo-Slavia is reported to have 140.000 traops '
mobilized and ready to descend on Fiume and
the Dalmatian coast, to expel the Ttalians, who
cre present there in violation of the Treaty of
Rapallo. This is the direct result of the foray
oi the fascisti into Fiame, where the local govern-
ment was overthrown and the city scized in the
wame of Ttaly. The world has watched with
curious apathy the risc of the fascisti, and the
spread of their actuvity throughout the kingdom.
Regarded as a matter of exclusive concern 10
the Italian government, the wonder has increased
that such proceedings as are credited to this sin-
gular group should be permitted in a civilized
country. Originally devoted to the repression of
;adicalism, in pursuit of which the most violent
of methods were adopted, the orgamization has
row grown to such an extent that it exercises
control practically of the whole country through
. terror that outdaes anything the Ku Klux Klan
ever set up in our land. Murder i the mildest
of means employed. Writers who have investi-
gated record that the local groups of fascisti
are but loosely held under discipline of the cen-
tral body, and to a great extent carry out their
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tion, including that of governor; that President
Harding has ignored him: that Mont Reily
not consulted him; that the republican governor
Davila stipend
that
did the governor refuse to appoint men recom-
mended by Davila, but he actually removed from
office men placed there by the former governor
on such recommendation, and, finally, that Reily
had removed the “fag of Porto Rico” from the
school houses and caused the Stars and Stripes
to be run up instead. Most flagrant of all, the
governor insists on having English taught in the

has

vetoed a bill which increased the

not only

| public schools of the island.

I'here may be an uprising in the island; it is more
probable there will be an investigation, and while
President Harding's choice as governor may be
found wanting in that finesse that seems inherent
in the istand and lacking in Kansas City, it is
also possible that the amusing Davila may learn
that his influence with the present administration
i« as weak as he says it was potent when Wood-
row Wilson was in power, and Mr. Bryan was
looking for jobs for “deserving democrats.”

Another Straw Man Disposed OF.

Adversaries of the administration, looking for
pretexts on which to oppose the four-power
treaty, lugged in the Lansing-Ishii “gentleman’s
agreement,” insisting 1t was paramount, and
consequently would nullify the pending compact,
A day was spent in debate on the point, pro-
ponents declining to accept any explanation or
interpretation presented by the supporters of the

measure. When the question was referred to the

{ president, he replied:

The so-called Lansing-Ishii agreement has
no binding effect whatever, cither with
respect to the past or to the future, w Ilnrh is in
any sense inconsistent with the principles and
policies explicitly declared in the nine-power
treaty. . . . The four power treaty does
not reier to China and hence does not divectly
hear upon the Lansing—lshn notes, which re-
lated exclusively to China.

This should dispose of another of the trumped-
up abjections, iteelf as diaphanous as the discov-
ery made by the democratic senator irom Ne-
traska, that the four-power treaty constitutes
an alliance, while the League af Nations merely
contemplated an association. On such slender
pegs do the democrats hang their hope of de-
feating the work of the arms conference.

Good Job, Well Done.

When the Omaha Commercial club first took |

quarters in the Woodmen of the World building,
all members, and citizens generally, felt a good
mave had been made. The building was yet under
contemplation, and the two upper floors were
modeled to meet the requirements of the club.
In the days that have gone since then both the
club and the W. O. W. have grown, and even
have changed in some material regard., The
Commercial club has evolved into the Chamber
of Commerce, with increased activities and
greater opportunity for usefulness. The W. O.
W. has been put onto a sounder basis, and now
stands impregnable among the great insyrance
arders of the United States. Tt is distinctively
an Omaha institution, born and nourished here,
and its importance is not questioned by any who
are familiar with its history and its operations.
Something peculiarly fitting may be noted n
the relations between the two institutions. So
long as the Chamber of Commerce is organized
on its present status, and remains a renter, it
may well be the tenant of a landlord so com-
pletely identified with the community as the
Woodmen of the World. It is a happy com-
hination, and the new agreement on terms for a
lease is an augury for good.

Spain is just now confronted with a new cab-
inet, but its lasting quality is not guaranteed.
For that matter, 2 populag idea of nothing to
worry over is a Spanish cabinet,

Why not make an inquiry into the “re-
quested” resignation of a police officer who said

something that did not sound good to the chief?

Genoa is a good place for Europe to start so-
bering up. At least to the point of understanding
the country a man from there once found,

When they take to holding up drivers of sea-
going taxis, one is forped to the conclusion that
the banditti are being pressed for victims,

A (Connecticut cow is credited with gi
20,616 pounds of milk in a year. If "a pint:
pound,” she nearly paid for her kecp.

loyd George is to hold on a while yet. Qur
guess is he will some time retire on account of
old age.

Salome may have been an acrobat instead of 2
dancer, but the fact remains that she was same
vamp.

The jury in the potash promolers casec appears
to have kept its eye on the main point.

Splendid weather and spring work make an
inspiring combination.

Fiume is emitting some unpleagant fumes,
t
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France, who bore the brunt of the war and
lost more than a million killed and two million
more disabled, with about one-third of our
wealth and with a debt eight times as large as
ours proportionately, promptly paid her soldie

Irs prop

| upon discharge four times as much as we d

England, with a trifle more than a third of
our wealth, and with a debt more than four times
Ligger than ours proportionately, without any
delay paid her soldiers and sailors when they
left the service discharge pay more than three
times the sum we gave our men,

Even poor, distracted, well nigh bankrupt
Italy, with only one-tenth of our wealth, and
with a debt more than seven times that of Amer-
ica, surpassed us in the sum of $4 per man,
tace of the fict that we were

orld at the end of the

And yet in the

nation in the w

| g
War, i lace of the tact that every one of our

\f:'rr:_u ho lost more in men and treasure and
were immeasurably more involved in debt than
oursclves, promptly provided their soldiers with
a sum estimated to be sufficient to enable them
to purchase a civilian outfit and to find a civilian
job, a thing which we have not yet done, never-
theless, there are found both nien and

belated act of justice, as a “gratuity” to the men
who stood between this country and a terrible
world disaster, It has been these men and these
newspapers that have persistently dubbed a
measure designed to measurably adjust the sol-
dier's compensation. upon discharge, and tardily
accord him the treatment cvery one of our Allies

cheerfully and promptly gave their men, as a |

“honus” bill, and some of the most shameless of

them have,not hesitated to denounce the Ameri- |

can Legion as a body of “graiters” who are con-
ducting @ raid on the treasury. This in the light
of the fact that the sole safeguard of the country

| today awainst any possible foe is the more than

iour million trained soldiers whom the legion

represents!
Evidently, in the minds of such men, and such
newspapers, these men are only heroes, desery-

ing the best their country can give, when dan- |

ger threatens, When peace and security come
through their efforts, and they ask only that they
be treated with the same consideration their fel-
low defenders of civilization received at the hands
of their respective governments, Iiu-n' they be-
g‘l'.‘-!le‘rc and T['I‘il‘[lf}'
raiders.

When we recall the bombastic, unrestrained

| promises made these same men, when their pres-

ent detractors were filled with fear, or carried
away with a sort of vicarious patriotism, and
then contrast the way they are treated now,
escape from a nauscated disillusionment is dif-
ficult.

Perhaps one of the things which helps us to
koen our mental balauce is rereading the words
of George Washington when he sought for the
same justice for the men who followed him
through to victory for independence, and was
apposed with much the same arguments we are
hearing now. Writing to Rufus Putnam with
reference to the adjusted compensation proposal
of that day, President Washington said:

“That provision should be viewed, as it really
as a reasonahle compensation offered by
It was part of their hire. It was the
price of their blood and of your independence;
it was, thercfore, more than a common debt—it
is a debt of honor.”

Now, as then, it is a deht of honor.
he paid?

was,
CONGress,
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I The Bootlegging Fraternity "

“Booklegging,” as a growing practice among
booksellers, begins to draw comment even from
that conservative organ, the Publishers’' Weekly,
By booklegging is meant the trade in forhid-
den books, volumes privately printed, or others
upon which the book censor has set the seal of
his disapproval,

A sale in this sly traffic is accompanied by |

all the secrecy of a deal in hooch. The cus-

| tomer watches for a time when the shop 15 empty

and then, aiging up to a clerk, winks at him and
pames a title in a hoarse whisper, The clerk
winks back, holds up his finger warningly. reaches
ander a countet, and wraps up something by
George Moore, James Joyce or James Branch
Cabell. Prices run according to the supposed
kick and the artistic standing of the distillation.

This booklegging is not such a moral menace
as one might suspect. Since most of the book-
leg writers whose work are in demand are really
artists. their hooks seldom prove as bad as they
tave been cracked down to be. But the customer
almost mever protests his bargain, not merely
because blind pigs have no squecal, but hecanse
confessing that he found nothing wrong v ith th
book would show him unsophisticated. So he
and rereads till he finds some
wickedness,

In booklegging. as in bootlegging, imagina-
tion may supply the kick—Chicago News,

csolari

Possible Unemployment Problem.

If prohibition should ever become cfiective,
we are going to have what with the idle boot-
leggers, barkeeps and prohibition workers, an
awful unemployment problem on our hands.—
Columbia Record.

One Railroad Wakes Up.

One more railroad has seen the light, Under
the guise of “homeseeker excursion rates” the
Union Pacific will after March 1 sell round-trip
tickets from Chicago to the far west for a one-
way fare, plus $2.—Topeka State Journal
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Discovery. Filty years a standard
remedy for colds, Children like it.
No harmful drugs. All druggists, 60c,
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Make Bowels Normal. Nature's
way is the way of Dr. King's Pills—
gently and firmly regulating the bowels,
climinating the intestine clogging
waste, At all druggists, 25c.
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More Than Banking
Service

This bank gives a safe, con-
venient service in handling all
transactions involving money.
Moreover, we can help our cus-
tomers in many things not in-
volved in the actual banking ser-
vice, but having to do with their
business success.

"The officers and directors of this
bank realize that it is in a measure
2 public institution and that its
interests and those of its depos-
ttors and the community are com-
mon

irst National
Bankof Omaha
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Miwauker

Omaha-Chicago Limited

On this train, as on other famous trains of the
C. M. & St P, you experience & feeling of
cory romfort and snug security. Every em-
ploye is sincerely interested in your well be-
ing, with the result that an atmosphere of
hospitality prevails. which is appreciated even
more than tha correct, luxurious equipment.
This s accounted for in the fact that all cars
are Company owped and operated—all attend-
ants Company employes, working directly for
the railroad.

Lv. Omaba 6:05 p.m. Ar. Chicage 8:05 am.

Reservations, fares and full information at

A0 So. Sixteenth St. Phone Deouglas 4481 or Unlon

Station, W. E. Bock, Ceneral Agent Pas
partment, Omahs, Nebr. i

Chicago

Milwaukee & St.Paul

Railway
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