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The Bee's Platform };

1. New Union Passenger Station.

2. Continued improvement of the Ne.
braska Highways, including the pave.
ment with a Brick Surface of Main
Thoraughfares leading inte Omaha.
A short, low-rate Waterway from the
Corn Belt to the Atlantic Ocean.
Home Rule Charter for Omaha, with
City Manager form of Government,

Tragedy of Transportation.
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population. OF these
Wisconsin, Iowa, Tlinois
Nebraska
fields and pastures go forth each year three to
four Dbillions di of food
world. This is met by the mitial handicap to the
growers of being produced and marketed on the
longest rail-radius m the world. The Neliraska
farmer must slup by rail, L5 miles to the At-
lantic or Pacific, and 1,000 miles to the Gulf, to
reach tidewater, and sell in competition with
Argentine farmers, who ship less than 300 miles.
A stronger argument for the proposed water-
way ot framed. Hydro-electric power
and similar advantages are aside from the main
purpose of the praposed ship canal.

Its principal business will be to from
ports as far inland as Duluth, Milwaukee and
Chicago the exportable goods of the most pro-
lific agricultural region in the world, and its
principal service will be to bring the fields of
Nebraska 1,000 miles nearer the seaboard. When
this is accomplished, the rail haul, with its corre-
sponding high will bhe shortened, and a
greater percentage of the selling price on the
world market will go to the man who raises the
grain or fattens the meat animal,  Distance from
market 15 the centrolling factor of farm price,
and the waterway will lessen the distance to mar-
ket, just as the good road is doing, by making
the market easier to reach,
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Porto Rico and Uncle Sam.

The demand of the Porto Rican commissioner
that Governor 12, Mont Reily he investigated
may have the effect of determining the status of
the island, and also serve to quict some of Uncle
Sam's unruly nephews in that part of the world,
The commissioner, as one ground for his com-
plaint, sets up that Governor Reily referred to
the *“flap™ of Porto Rico as “a dirty rag.” This
is hardly possible. for Mr, Reily 1s an American
citizen, loval to his government, and the flag of
Torto Rico is the Stars and Stripes, a fact that
some of the v have forgotten.
When Spain surrendered the island to the United
States, the flag was raised as a symbol of pos-
session, and it has not and probably never will
be lowered in token of abandonment. Lately a
group of island politicians has set up claims of
independence, and pretends to have adopted a
flag. These gentlcmen are in danger of running
afoul of a government that is usually patient and
inclined to leniency with offenders, but which
can deal sternly when occasion demands. Porto
Ricans have =eli-government to the extent al-
loted any state or territory, and that ought to
satisfy them. If they want any information as
1o the chances of secession, they might look up
the record of the Confederate States of America.
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A Correction.

A misstatement was made in The Bee with
reierence o schoo!l taxes, due to the use of the
wrong figures. The tax for 1917 was $1,220,-
60R.70; 1921, $262813263, an increase of
more than 100 per cent. instead of 63 per cent as
stated in The Bee. The other figures in the
editorial are correct.
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Police Situation a Warning.

Much concern is maniiested generally over

the reduction of police department personnel at |

the very time when the list of unsolved crimes
in Omaha runs larger than for many years, City
officials lament the necessity and citizens whose
lives and property need protection are aghast.
There 18 reas for concern. Omaha needs
more and better police protection rather than
less. The shame 1s that the outcry comies in
March when it should come in Janua It was

n

in January that the city commission apportioned |

funds to the varions depariments. It was then
that newspapers and civic organizations sup-
ported Police Superintendent Dunn in his re-
quest for adequate sustenance for his department.
That was the time for act But the city com-
mission did not the public opinion
which could have response not
aroused.

Now the lawyers say that funds can not
transferred, that there it nothing to do but te
worry along as best may be, while individual
gitizeng dig into their pockets for special pro-
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The record of the past s up 1o mock the

hollow pretenses of the democratic politicians.
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Banks and Blie Skve

Nebraskans

secretary of the treasury

urging upon congress what has heen done

If there s auy

10r opponents the present national

who were inveigled o the
reckless purchase of blue sky stocks sometimes
accuse leading citizens'of their communitics of
having aided bogus investment salesmen, In-
| stances are occasional in which country bankers
l"bI‘
tainable through financial channels to block the
deirauding of their neighbors,

There are spots in Nebraska where sciarcely
a cent was fleeced from Wherever
this condition is found, most of the credit he-

investors,

| longs to the local bankers, who used publicity to
| warn

the people against the promoters who
drove up to the farm gates in their big cars.
Oine of these districts which kept their sanity
thé mad days of speculation was around
Geneva.  Another was at Stuart, in the hay belt.
The Citizens' bank of Stuart used {full-page ad-
vertisements in the local papers to denounce the
blue sky mania and to warn the public. This
idea of hghting illegitimate business with
printers’ ink was pushed by John M. Flanuigan,
then president of the Ncbraska State Bankers'
association. Many a man now owes his sav-
ings to the fact that the Flannigan bank at
Stuart punctured the stock bubbles,

From this experience Mr. Flannigan, now
executive scoretary of the War Finance corpor-
ation for Nebraska, hac sent out letters to the

n

Tocal newspapers. He =ees the stabilizing value
of the hanker putting himseli before the public
at a reliable business adviser, offering broader
service than the mere routine transactions,

No one can afford to look the other way
while his neighbor is being plndered for fake
stocks. s Ioss is the community’s; and if he
i= unable to pay his local debts, that mayv pre-
vent his creditors from meeeting their ohliga-
tions to the one who looked on in scorn at the
start, More advertising by the country banks
will give a great opportunity-—and a sure method
of heading off blue sky promotion before it starts
again.

Our Navy at Rest.

Ii the secretary of mavy is correct in his
statements, and the house committee on ap-
propriations, continues to hold its grip on the
purse string the world will be edified by a mo-
tionless navy from now until the end of June.
As the country is at peace with all the world,
perhaps the condition of the naval eoal bunkers
and fuel oil tanks is not an unmixed calamity.
Four months of a respite should not be the cause
of serious deterioration in the discipline oi our
sea dogs; in fact, the time might be to great
profit emploved in teaching them shore routine
as well as ship drill
accustom the American people to the thought o
being without a navy; not completely, of course,

for the ships are there, ready for emergency, but
quietly swinging at moorings, and so exem-
plifying a world without cause for hattle st sea.
Six million dollars will buy considerable fuel,
tor it will provide $1,500000 a month irom now
until the end of the fiscal year, and may admit
of all the running around that the exigencies of
the service will call for, The Bee is not in faver
of scrapping the navy, hut we can not escape
the thought that million dollars saved on
the coal pile is of just as much worth to the
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It is 400 miles to the irrigated country of
western Nebraska, but for all that, Omaha’s busi-
ress will be benefited by the bill postponing
payment of water charges that has been pushed
through the house by Representative Kinkaid.
! These irrigation rates have been a heavy burden

on the farmers, and this temporary relicf which
will enable them to get on their fcet again onght
not to be held up in the senate

1t because |
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Conference Critics
Confounded

I ehulledd wonld esénpe
Il‘r-'m.'lulm and pneumonin, | Nations cannot afford to waste time
you are hardened. and  stultify themselves by dealing
with & petulant power that Is at the
T of ity xelf-seekers and inal-

unless

How to Stop Noschlewd,

(b u

G. W, L writes: 1 am a man 10

The Washington conierence has achieved in
| this direction which have electrified the
world and given new heart to those who hon-
cstly hope ftor peace. It has disappointed the
imgoes and those who have insisted that no hope
for international annty exists the
| son League of Nations aud who have been con-
sequently ready to belittle and decry every action
of the Washington conierence

A great deal of this criticism mav he ex-
pected as the results of the conference are
summed up. The great American public will not

resnlts

outside

be impressed by them, but will prefer to form |

its judgments on the clear facts of reduced navat
armanient, agreements for peace instead of armed
alliances, elimination of causes of iriction in the
Pacific and the Orient; definite and practical
steps toward the restoration of China, and the
outlawing of poison gas and submarine com-
merce destroyvers, ‘These are the results which
stand out and no amount of criticism regarding
such details as the scrapping of one warship in-
| steadl of another will weigh very heavily against
them.—Milwaukee Sentinel

MeAdoo’s Record

The efforts of William Gibbs McAdos o
whitewash the government administration of the
railroads during the war period were interesting
but unconwvincing, interesting because they were
so vontrary to what every one unprejudiced

| realized as to results, and unconvincing because
facts are stubborn things. The proof of the pud-

| ding 15 in the eating: the public and the railroad

companies ate and it didn't taste good.

Of course no one who does any thinking or
who has any knowledge of the facts accepts Me-
Adoo's statements as being anything more thdn
a very transparent coat of whitewash for the
government's mishandling of the transportation
svstem of the country, a mishandling brough!
about not only by lack of familiarity with the
subject, but because of the impossibility of get
ting through with the job without playing politics
along the lines of the Adamson act, which was
the heginning of the great troubles of the rail
roads in the last several years,

The public learned to its sorrow that Mr
McAdon's promises in regard to railroad man
agement sadly failed, and as the Manufacturers
Record said when he resigned he got out just n
time to unload upon others a broken down rail-
road system for the whole country.—Manufac-
turers Record.
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To give local music lovers the
opportunity of hearing a fair test
of the faithful reproducing quali-
ties of the Apollo we are hringing
to Omaha
MADAME STURKOW - RYDER What would tha ¥,
Famous Composer-Pianist enl world ghrn
Madame Sturkow-Ryder will be a8,
at the Rialto Theater all next of
week, during the showing ol
“Just Around the Corner,” giving
at Bill.'h 3ftern00!l ﬂ]]tl t'\'l."!lillk{
show a few numbers of her own
and then reproducing them on
the Apollo. You are urged to
hear this splendid artiste,

Beethoven's
Genius

10

nater's

by living
. mre  pre-
to  posterity
tha Apollo
lacing Piano.

Delicicus minty

AHospe Co.

The Art and .'l?u.w’c Store
1513-15 Douglas Street

flavor . . full of
zestful relish . .
always fresh and
good and tasty.
You’ve guessed
it already—
Yucatan!

““No fancy wrapper
— just good gum’’

A Real Achievment

The great accomplishment of the arms con-
ference is the agreement of the five sea powers
This i

vpon the limitation of naval strength,

something definite and certain, a recognition of |

the interests of the common people, a brake upon
mad armament competition, a4 step toward the
goal of world peace still shining in the far dis-
tance. Voluntarily to destroy even a few battle-
<hips, voluntarily to agree to build no more even
for a short time—it is a great triumph for com-
mon sense and high ideals and may well lead to
greater thinge, It may be said in a broad way
that little has been accomplished toward the per-
manent settlement of the far east questions.
And so the cynics say that the conference has
accomplished nothing of real importance, Japan
heing the potential Prussia of the future, But
despite the cynics, the pledge to destroy engines
of war and not to build more for a stated time
1s in Mself a great achievement, an accomplish
ment to hearten the taxpayers of all lands and
give hope to those who or whose children must
bear the cruel brunt of war if war comes again.—
Ohio State Journal,

Great National Evils.

Tt is a tossup whether the country has more |
| to dread from congressional extravagance or the |

average congressman's weird and fantastic no-
tions of economy.—Chicago

Evolution of Phraseology.
The nations are making sure progress
| used to be called ratthng the saber is now called
| @ gesture of protest.—HBoston Herald,
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Purchase one package of Britt's
Powdered Ammonia and
receive one Free.
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ON SALE ONLY AT

J. G. McCRORY CO.

5c and 10c Store 214-16 So. 16th St.
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The Men Behind
This Company

Have btoad business experience.

Have sound financial judgment,
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Will jealously safsguard your
interests, when you make this

company your execuler or
trustee,

OﬁghaTrust Compfm_v

Omaha National Bank Building

OMAHA, NEORASKA




