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6 ¢ HAT the Dicky-Birds
W Say' and Sone Mem-

in

style
*Erminie’

ories” is the
which the play bill of

calls the attention of the audience
to an interesting task of disinter-
ment undertuken in the second act
of the famous operetta by Francis
Wilson, De Woll Hopper and their
associates in the revival. “What the
Dicky-Birds Say" is, 43 no theater-
geer with a memory for “Erminie”
nieeds to be told, part of the original
text and score of the operctta—a

song devised to meet the tastes of a
day when no comedian in operetta

dared to face the public without a

topic song and a never failing enter-
prise in keeping the verses themed
with the first page news in the daily
||lt¢!!.

fost of the topic songs of the
803 and early 90s were bullt on easy,
obvious frameworks—usually, a line,
the catch line; a second line, rhymed
with the first, and then repetition
of the catch line; then three rhymed
lines, and again the catch line. The
librettist or adapter of an operefta
generglly undertook the task of pro-
viding down-to-the-minute verses
for the comedians, charging $5 a
verse apart from the fee or royalty
paid by the management for the play
iself, Some comedians rolled their
own verses from day to day, and the
late Richard Mansfield, when play-

ing Koko in “The Mikado,” added |

topical verses every night to Gil-
bert's famous song, “l've Got a ‘Lit-
tle List,” and also helped out th=
singer of the title role with newsy
verses for “My Object All Sublime.”

It is not generally known, by the
way, that Mansfield, when in oper-
etta, invaded the field of the com-
poser, also, and that the pattering
accompaniment to the major gen-
eral's famous song in the first act
of “The Pirates of Penzance” is
Mansfield's work, and not Sir Ar-
thur Sullivan's. Mansfield “created™
the role of major general in a minor
Erglish town in an emergency cre-
ated by the desire to obtain simul-
taneous British and American copy-
right on the work in a day when the
United States was sadly lacking in
laws for the protection of what is
valled in the state's “literary and in-
tellectual property.”  Sullivan had
not worked out a tune for the dazz-
ling verses of Gilbert, and Mansfield,
a trained musician and for a time
in his career, a professional pianist,
furnished one in time for the pre-
wiere. Sullivan liked it so well that
he retained it, although he orches-
trated it in his own Mendelssohnian
fashion.

However, few comedians in oper-
etta or out of it were so versatile as
Richard  Mansfield. As to the
“Dicky-Rirds” song in “Ermine,” its
form was more ambitious than
that of most topic ditties, and Mr.
Wilson's task in obtaining fresh
verses was, therefore, none too easy;
we had riot in those days developeda
school of witty song writers. Marc
Connelly, a taste of whose quality
as a writer of comedy we had last
spring in “Dulcy,” has furnished fresh
etanzas for the song in this rewyal.
As the "business” of the song is now
arranged, Mr. Hooper breaks in on
a rhyme from the wings with a la-
ment that he did not revive “Wang.,”
so that he might again sing the well-
remembered “An Elephant on His
Hands.” Mr. Wilson begs his co-
star to help himself; and Hopper re-
sponds with the rhythmic refrain of
Cheever Goodwin's once-popular
lyric. Then comes “memories” of
other songs in the halls of light opera
—“Toseph, James and John" which
Madge Lessing and Mr, Wilson used
to sing and dance in “The Monks of
Malabar,” “The Omniscient QOstrich,"”
another Cheever Goodwin triumph,
from “The Merry Monarch;" “Baby!
Baby!" from “Wang.” and “A Lit-
tle Peach in the Orchard Grew,”
verses by Eugene Field set to music
by Hubbard Smith,

Field wrote the verses for his
Ycolyum” in Chicago one evening
when, he afterward explained, he
was “hard up to fill the space,” and
then proceeded to forget all about
them, as is the wont of men who
write day after day for the papers.
But the verses, reprinted here and
there in “exchanges,” caught the
fancy of three or four composers,
who saw in them a text for some-
thing effective in the way of “close
harmonizations” for male or mixed
quartet. By this process they reached
the stage: Corinne, then'a popular
star, is recalled as, perhaps, the first
to use a setting of “A Little Peach”
in the theater. Tim Murphy, then
a mimic in the variety theaters, gave
to the verses a considerable circula-
tion by reciting them in the manner
of Sir Henry Irving, then the target
for every mimic and “impersonator”
on the American stage. “Of course,”
Murphy would say to the audience,
“it is doubtful if Mr. Irving ever

’

Whitesiade

that, if he tried to recite them, he
would do so this way.”

While playing in Washington, D,
C,, in "Ermine,” the late Marie
Jansen and Mr. Wilson were asked
to pass judgment on a setting of
“A Little Peach,” by Hubbard
Smith, a government employe, who
was of local note as an amateur
musician. The two playvers liked the
setting so well that they asked for
the right to use it, and, about a
year later, put it into a “weak spot”
(i. e, a place where the librettist
had failed to provide fun) in the
third act of "Nadjy.” Although the
locale was Hungary and Chas-
saigne’s music fairly dripped Mag-
yar coloring, the public paid no heed
to the anachronism, and took “A
Little Peach” to its collective heart.
So popular, indeed, was the ditty and
its incidental dance (Miss Jansen
and Mr, Wilson were In those days
the best dancers in operetta) that it
was interpolated in Mr. Wilson's
first starring vehicle, “The Qolah,”
and was frequently used as an encore
piece in other operettas in' which
the two took part. For a time, in-
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An outcome of this succesd ful and
popular footlighting of Fieldys vers-
es was that the Chicago poq 't and
wit and Mr. Wilson became warm
friends, and the latter’s library con-
tains autographed copies of al | the
Field collections. .

1t may be added here that the
song used by Miss Rosarg pnd
Whiteside as Javotte in the first act
cf this revival of “Ermine,” "O% he,
Mama!" is older than the opera tta
itself. Sitlnﬁ; Rosenfield, who {bpr
many years held a virtual monopad \v
of the work of adapting contineng "1
libretti for the American
wrote the song for the use of Misg
Jansen in “The Beggar Student,” a5
work by Carl Milloecker, in whichd
first Mr. Wilson and then Mr, Hop-1
per won early honors as General Ol-
lendorf, a comic opera prototype of
any one of 10 or more of the Prus-
sian officers who won wunenviable
| repute in the world war. This song,
too, has been outfitted by Mr. Can-
nelly with 1921 verses.

Messers. Wilson and Hopper in
YErminie” will be on view at the
Brandeis theater for three nights,
beginning November 14,
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Satisfy Bride's Mother

Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 5—Floyd
Fancett, 21, and Miss Marian Hal-
lock, 18, of this city, were married
one recent afternoon. Mrs. Hallock,
mother of Marian, objected, but, be-
coming reconciled and apparently
doubtiul of the first ceremony, de-
manded that another marriage ser-
vice be performed, This was con-
formed to the same evening, thus
satisfying all concerned.
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at the Hrandels thesier for eoe week

commencing tonight

Interest in 18 pressnintion this ssason
"] tl,r appesrance of Ann Meadsr, & re
ro‘.: ully ‘fiad’ who has beso enirustsd
wilh the calerful rele of Luans, the |ittle
Hawnlian princess, 'With Mise Meadar will
-rpcar » YOIy wbile company of naw
ayers which' Inviudes Harbart Chayles,
redarick Forrester, Ellen Mahar, Jossph
Robisan, Howss tson, Frank 1. Cealey,
James K, Appel Raba Garden, Douglas
Congrove and ihe native quintetls of
Hawallan singers and players,

ME distingulshed atars of ight opers, |

Francis Wilson snd s Waolf Maopper,

In thelr restoration fto the siage of
what la, In all reapects, the most popular
pomio  opers ever sesn In the  United
Slates, "Erminie,” will bs the stirsctien
At the Rrandeis theater, for the firat thres
duys of neat week, November (4, 18 snd
16, That Mewsrs. Wilson and Hopper will be
seph ks Iha two thieves, Cadeaux and
Ravennes, hardly needs 1o be explalned.
dir. Wilson originsted the role of Ca-
desux on the American sisge, and has
made of the charscter swhat Jefferson
muade of Rip, what Warflold has tisde of
l:- old Musls Master, what Miss Muuds

ma  has made of Pater Pan, Mr,
Hogper a» Ravennes will be new I8
Umahs: but It seens safe (o sesert thar

those who now this versatile comedian
nrs moved by the expectation of his be-
Ing no less wuccesaful in the rola of the
well-polsed and luxury-loving mscoundrel
than he hak been In “Wang,” “El Capl
“Ihe Mikade' "The Balter

tan," and

AY RORSON In s new comesy
deama, ‘It Paya to Smile' sdapiea
by Ethel Watts Mumford from Nins
Wilcox Putnam's stories, published in the
Saturday Evening Post, will be the aitree.
tion st the Brandeis theater for Thatks-
Kiving  wesk, starting  Sunday, Nuvem-
ber 20, “It Pays to Smile,” gives Mim
Robson wn 1unlnt romedy part, thes best
sahe har had since “Aunt Mary," and all
will love the dear awest charaoter of
Freedom Talbot an aristocrat of Bostonm,
Mass.. whose blue-blooded ancestors have
left much name and pride, but little
money, and her sentrance inte the busj-
is #o phthetically humorous
thut Miss Robaon feels wafe In Fuaranies-
ing her hoat of local friends an afternoon,
or evening, of real enjoymment.

" HE BAT." by Mary Roberts Nine-
hart and Avery Hopwood, which
Wagenhals & Kemper will preaent

at the Brandels theater on December 1,

2 and 3, \s making one of the mont spec-
tacular tours of the country ever achleves
by = play, Wagenhals & Kemper have
spared nothing to make this tour of "The
Bat" a triumph, It Is produced In splen-
did fashion snd the cast is = nolable one,
including as it doen, Lizzie Ewvans, Wil
Ham I. Thorn, Luclile Morris, Josephins
Morse, Joseph M. Hollcky, Artbur Hughes,
Edward Pawley, Paul Huber, Georgs A.
Wilson and Bernard Thornton.

HE stellar act of the new vaudeville
show whick: opens at the Empress
today is to be the Billy Doss Ra-
vue, & minstrel organization headed by
the bimck-faced fun-maker, Billy Doss
Corlnne, & dainty dansaese, Is to Rppear
in & new act, "“Coguettiah Fancles,” in
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PO\ SITIVE FACT AS TO THE “WHY” THIS
S| {NSATIONAL SUCCESS HAS SWAYED

Amusement Lovers to Tears—
Humanity to Ponder and Reflect—
People Have Paid Admission to see this
—Richard Walton Tully's American Masterpiece—Than Any Play
Ever Prody iced Within the Same Period.
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saries of timely witticipme sud wnltl
his own wriling Valentine and Ball
are o offer a nevelly act which they
call *The Furpliure Removers” |

WEALTH of Waonderful svenle of-

fecte, fostures novel In wvery des |

tall, & cast of saeellenes and Lhe
“Cuddls Up” vhorus of 29 beaulies rn[
o make the coming week &l 1he tiayely
ane of special inlermet ta those whe de |
mand the best 1o burissgue, as “Cuddie
Up" s connldered ene of the seasnn's
isading wstiractions The ast wsonislne
Arthur Pags, Ted laaly, Usorgs Bnsder,
Nat Mortan, Berths Pwlmonte, June May,
Yyette Quing and Momaihe and Mlunk
eit, and the siore of predly glrls who
m-‘ko the “"Cuddls Up”™ shorus & delight
wnd Joy forever. Todsy's matinoe staris
at 3 o'clook,
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And Company in the ncluding Else Rose
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By M. H. Gropper » X
Staged by Harry Morvil TWO 1S COMPANY"

which she is Dok Mlw e

palntad by | carners in Massachusetts
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KELL  ramsnibered in for

hor appearative i ““The Third Des

grea™ and In "The Cled.™ Sarah |
Padden comass (o tha Orphedam thie waek |
to ahary headline honors  with  Wilbur
Mack, who Is lo appear 1o his lateat of-
ring. The best work of iss Padden bas
n done In oharacler rales, She la now
resenting “Charwoman® & one-act pluy
y M. M. Groppir. Uramatic  intansity,
with & vetn of comedy, are the elaments
of her new play., Mr. Mack's new nffor-
ing, *Two ls Company.” ls & Ilitle mu-
sieal comedy containing the slary of »
cowntry club flirtation. A high-clase dancs
offering s to bs contributod by Hath
Herl, masisted by GI Squires and Willlam
o Music and tyrice for the act
ware written by Lee David, Claude Gold-
en, oard sxpert. will offer one of tha
show's most effeciive scis. Ie las Just |
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GEO. WATTS & BELLE HAWLEY
In Laughs Conted With Melodies

Return After Five Successful Years Abroad

CLAUD. GOLDEN

“PREMIER CARD EXPERT"

NEW SHOW TODAY

BILLY DOSS REVUE g
Presenting Billy Doss and His Fil

Minstrel Organization,

CORRINE & CO.
Offering “Coquettish Fancles™ LN

5 ERNEST DUPILLE
W “Timely Witticisms and Songs
: of His Own Writing.”
VALENTINE & BELL
“The Furniture Removers.”

“THE JOURNEY'S END.»
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BETH BERI
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Hugo Ballin's Mastefpiece

!rlt bas suceen tded because it is the most
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combined v:i-ﬁ 1 all new
makes this “§ Tawaiian Master Drama"

and cha

E . MORE ALLURING THAN EVER

to the romantic imagination that throbs within all
electrical equipment and perfection in

fascinating play of all time; because

color—and pulsating emotion—
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Its Big C\ wrion Note Has Been Heard Around the World

THE ONL) I AMERICAN PLAY EVER PRESENTED IN
EVERY MODERN LANGUAGE :

MONDAY, NOV. 14
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Famour* Stars in the World o‘}
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Empress Rustic Garden

LEDOUX’S

Amusement Place

HE EMPRESS GARDEN is one of Omaha's larg e ¥t amusement
enterprises. It looks like a Paris Garden Cafe oo zee Boule- -
vard. An outdoor Flower Garden, combining « £
nade, dance pavilion, a cabaret, light lunch ca fe and soda
fountain service, all under one roof. Just the p lace for the
business and professional man and his family t » enjoy an

evening. You ean bring the children. Open every might. A \ccommoda-

HARRY WHIJE, Mgr.

Mon. Night—Coco Cola Bolling Co., and Satin Ice Cream Co. \, Party and Dance

Not a
Dance Hall
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“The Journey’s End”

with

MABLE BALLIN

and Wyndham Standing

with distinguished support.

A Dramatic Thunderbolt That Has Elec'trifiecl
All America

The Greatest Achievemgnt of Cinema Art

A Picture Without
A Single Subtitle

Yau will sit spellbound during the unfolding of this mighty story of deep, underlying
human emotions, right up to its amazing climax.

MISS IT AND BE SORRY
SEE IT AND BE GLAD

- A SIGH OR TWO
A CRY OR TWO

A SMILE OR TWO
AND TEARS

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY:

‘the New York Morning Telegraph Says: “The
Journey's End” is a masterpiece, no matter from
which angle it is viewed. There is not a single
subtitle in it—and yet the action is crystal clear.
It can be listed as a photo-dramatic triumph for
all concerned. -~




