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GERMANS TORTURE _
DEPORTED BELGIANS

Report Reaches Havre of Atro-
cities Practiced by ‘“‘Slave-
y Drivers” Compelling Civ-
ilians to Work.

Havre, France, July 21.—“Toriure
ot the post,” “punishment in the
tank,” pretended execution by a fir-

ing squad or exposure to storms with- |
onut being properly clothed are n.)mcl
of the methods systematically used by
the Germans to conipel deported h'ci‘-
glan civilians to labor for the Ger-
man army, according
whichiehas been received by the Bel-
pan government.  Another method |
15 10 apply corporal punishment, often
with the butt of a rifle, or to force the |
Belgians who refuse to work for Ger-

o evidence

many to run for two hours or less| —

without stopping. menaced
time with a bayonet.

According to the government an-|
nouncement, this evidence accords in
all details, and shows that deported |
Belgian civilians are systematically |
subjected to wistreatment in order l:1|
compel them to work. Under this
treatment many of the deportees suc- |
cumb, while a larger proportion are |
80 weakened that they become in-
capable of physical effort,

The “torture of the post” is de-
scribed as one of the principal meas-
ures resorted to by the Germans.
Stoutly fettered to posts, the men are |
exposed to heat, or cold, according to
the season, for days together, during
which the food rations are reduced |
until they reach the proportions of
a half ration only for two davs' suh-
sistence. ) |

Punishment of Tank.

The “punishment in the tank” is a
severe application of the Turkish bhath.
oeveral witnesses have confirnied this |
fact, among them the son of a man- |
ufacturer of the region of Antwerp,
who with several of his comrades was
shut up in a small room heated to a|
very high temperature. There was !

all the |
|

*only room in the place for them to

stand erect very close together ana !
scarcely able to turn. They were left
there twenty-four hours, !

Then they were led to a factory in |
the neighborhood, where they were
asked if they would go to work, Upon |
their refusal, they were taken to a
field under military escort, divested
by force of their overcoats, shoes,
scarfs, and hats and caps, and ex-
posed to a snowstorm an entire day
and an entire night, with nothing to
eat or drink and under the absolute
prohibition to make the slightest
movement. Some of them lost con-
sciousness after a few hours of this
exposure, and all of them were taken
to_the hospital the following day.

The son of the Antwerp manufac-
turer, a stout, robust man at the time
of the deportation, was sent home a
complete physical wreck a short time
afterward and since has died from the
mistreatment. He toM his sufferings
ta the physician who treated him and
the Belgian government is in pos-
session of the evidence as given to
the doctor.

Soldiers Confirm Report.

Two soldiers from Havre, the Le-
bris brothers, who escaped from Ger-
many, confirm this evidence regard-
ing the Turkish bath form of pun-
ishment,

A number of witnesses call atten-
tion to the fact that frequently groups
of deported men have been the ohject
of a simulated execution, sometimes
by a firing squad, sometimes with ma-
chine guus, in order to overcome their
resistance and impress their com-
rades,

There is also another means of con-
straint used upon the deported in the
form of punishment camps, where the
regime is still more sbvere than In
the other interned camps and where
the deported are forced to work in the
marshes, often in most excessively
cold weather, dressed in nothing but
trousers, shirt and wonden shoes,
without food, during an entire day.

Some of the deported are sent to
agricultural centers, whence, accord-
ing to the evidence of a man from
Verviers who escaped from Germany,
most of the victims return so enfec-
bled that it is impossible for them
to keep on their feet,

Corporal punishment is frequently
employed, such as blows with the butt
of a rifle or forced running for pe-
riods up to two hours without stop-
ping under menace of the bayonet.
The evidence sliows thaht the mortal-
ity among men subjeéted to these dif-
ferent forms of mistreatment is alarm-
ing. Lvidence regarding the camp of
deported Belgians of Soltau shows
that the men are badly lodged, under-
fed, illy clothed, brutalized, seques-
tered, deprivéd of all diversion and
distraction and refused any kind of
gpiritual consolation.

Belligerents Meet to Talk
Over Prisoners of War |

(Correspondence of The Associated Press. )

London, July 15.—Commenting on
the meeting of the British and Ger-
man delegates at The Hague, to con-
sider questions relating to prisoners,
the Law Journal says:

“It has always been understond
hitherto that the state of war oper-
ates a complete severance of all re-
lations between the helligerents ex-
cept that of pure force. This is the
explanation of the common practice,
followed universally in the present
war, whereby the belligerents deal
with each other through the interven-
tion of neutral powers. The present
meeting is, it is suggested, without
precedent in the history of interna-
tional law. Its importance does not
end there. It almost seems as if we
are at last becoming emancipated from
the chains of the old-fashioned di-
plomacy, whivh almost deliberately
made it impossible for belligerents
fairly and squarely to talk out their
causgs of friction face to face. The
new departure is one from which
much may be hoped for in other dia
rections.”

Germans Plan to Build
Factories in Denmark

(Correspondence of The Assoclated Press )
Copehhagen, July 15.—Germany is
believed to be making preparations
for the establishment in Denmark and |
Sweden of a large number of branches |
of well known German factories and |
industrial firms, says the Svenska|
Dagbladet. These plans, if carried
out, would be very detrimental to neu- |
tral trade, since the countries of the
allies would be naturally suspicious
of all neutral firms which might be
serving Germin interests, The paper |

suggests a combination of industry |
and finance to offset this German in- |
fluence. l
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Army Draft.
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Americans in English Unis
Return Home for Military

(Corrempondence of The Assoclated Pross.)

Oxford, England, July 15.—Most
American Rhodes scholars have ob-
tained indefinite leave of absence and
are either returning home for mili-
tary training or are continuing their
training in England, expecting to join
the American forces in France. The
majority  already have had two
months’ training with the Oxford uni-
versity oflicers’ training corps.
Virtnally no Americans are expected
to be 1in residence next year.

Air Raid Dangers Cau_éé
Removal of Colored Glass

(Carreapondence of The Assoclated Pross.)

York, July 15.—The famous stained
glass windows of York cathedral are
to be removed because of air raids,
the dean of York stated in a sermon
recently
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Slightly Lower Tonnage
Enters Mersey Last Year

(Correspondence of The Assoclated Press. )

Liverpool, July 15—The annual
statement of the Mersey rloclils and
harbor board shows the number of
vessels which paid rates and harbor
dues from July 1, 1916, to July 1,
1917, exclusive of government vessels
to be 16,747, representing 14,018,652
tons; a decrease of 1,995 vessels and
1,661,291 tons compared with the pre-
viqus twelve months.

The total tonnage entering and
leaving the Mersey during the last
vear was 28,037,304 tons, against 31,-
J59.866 tons last year,

Camel Corps to Get Same
Payment as Cavalrymen

London, Aug. 3.—A royal warrant
[nrj!n-rs the formation of a new
"‘t amel Corps,” officers and men of
which will receive the same pay as
| those in cavalry regiments,

Bee Want Ads produce results,

necessary to selling it.

the Phenix, | honestly believe,

Any product that crowns a highly com-
petitive field, is the one I like to sell.
Because the fact that it is the best in
its field, reduces the amount of effort

Accordingly I made an investigation of
the truck attachments on the market.
| saw that keen competition had forced
wonderful progress, and produced a
number of efficient truck units. But in

truck maker better than all others.

Made by a company of unquestioned
financial standing, with large and long

I have a

Phenix engineers painstakingly stud-
ied all truck developments, analyzed and
compared claimed advantages, and final-
ly adopted advanced methods of factory
production that made for economy. And
promptly these factory savings were turn-
ed right back into the truck, so that you get
3,000 pounds capacity at a ton capacity
price. This extra value, the makers of
Phenix consider their best investment for
the future. What they might now have in
extra profits, they cheerfully invest in
good will, in a truck maker that can’t help
but make good, because of its extra strong
construction.

. Dealers!

Progressive dealers so appreciate the opportunity
that Phenix Truck Maker offers that desirable terri-
tory will not be open long. If you are looking to the
future, and like a truck maker built so generously that
the amount of service you have to render is reduced
to a minimum, ask for particulars of our attractive

Phenix

Superiorities

1—The BALL BEARING SPROCKETS
take the strain oft the Ford rear axle
and make for easier, smoother start-

ing under a load.

2—The PHENIX TORQUE ARMS as-

sure a positive and ample adjustment

of the chains.

3—The PHENIX BRAKES follow the
latest truck engineering methods and
will stop the PHENIX-FORD truck
with a full load within fifteen feet,
even if going above the legal speed.

4—The PHENIX SPRINGS are special
truck springs and will carry the full
load with ease, yet are elastic enough
NOT to shake the truck to pieces

when going empty.

5—The FORD CHASSIS is NOT mutilat-
ed or altered in any way; one hole
in the Ford frame is all that is re-
quired to make the connection.

dealer’s proposition.

2214-16 Harney Street.

Douglas 853

PHENIX TRUCK MAKERS, Inc.

I Sell Phenix Truck Makers
Because They Are Better

manufacturing experience,with a great
factory organization, Phenix Truck
Maker everywhere possesses and is
proud of the high confidence it enjoys.

I, and all who know it, believe in
the great mechanical merit of Phenix,
believe in the organization that makes
it, believe in its ability to perform bet-
ter, more economically.

The high intention and integrity be-
hind Phenix dictated that all the best

construction features that had separ-
ately made good in other units be com-
bined in it. And they were.

So, when you are considering up-to-
date haulage, remember the Phenix offers
greater value than any other truck maker.
It is a 14-ton unit at a 1-ton price. It has
1,000 pounds extra carrying capacity with-
out extra cost. And it is a real truck, every
inch of it, a truck built for heavy duty, with
long life assured by the generous margins
of safety everywhere provided.

f you are interested in reducing the
cost of cartage, my advice is see Phenix.
See it NOW. Learn how it will mean ef-
ficiency and lowered costs in your particu-
lar business. Surely a truck that is bought
by organizations nationally known for
their efficiency is worthy of your study
and consideration.

SEE THE PHENIX AT FREMONT
Service!

Phenix Truck Makers are built for long life
and to give real satisfaction, They are backed by
factory service for both dealers and owners. A

complete stock of replacement parts will be car-
ried on hand in Omaha.

C. W. Francis Truck Company

Omaha, Neb.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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