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Interesting

Discussion

of the Effects

Upon Morals of Bare-
Foot Society Dancing
Aroused by the
Action of Boston’s
Mayor in Forbidding It
Why Barefoot Dancing Is Bad

By Mayor Curley of Boston

fin an [Interviesw)

| tious in life and firancial positfons have not developed sufficlently

I'r is unfortunate that those elements of soclely, who through thelr stee

high moral standards to realize that they are expected to furnish ex
amples of culture and refihement that merit public approval, should stand
es_violaterg of the laws that have been enacted to safeguard the morality

of the city.

Under existing laws there cannot, In justice, b a dusl code—one
ruling for the wealthy and still another ruling for the poor. All must be

subject to the same restraint.

To permit girls to dance with their limbs bare from the knees down,
under the thinly velled guise of Greelan or Groek art, is but to'make it

extremely difficult in the vaudeville

where art ends and immortality or indecency begins.
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VERY worldlysninded person
E will agree that those Boston
suffragettes would have made

more mongy out of their Sufffage
Carnival If they had danced in their
bare feet, according to their intep-
tion as originally announced. How
ever Puritan Boston remains in its
official capacity, the muiltitude of its

!pﬂuta citizens are as eager for

\lulo sengations as those of any
other city.

Boston's private citizens didn't put
tin corsets on Boston's publicly ex-
hibfted Venuses, nor do they bury
nude marble mythological ladies in
tha cellar of thelr Public Library.
Undoubtedly they would have spent
their dollars joyfully to see, those
pretty “Suffs” dance at the Cort

Theatre in thelr bare [eetl.

For the good of the cause those
pretty suffragettes were qu'te willing
thus to expose thelr stockingless
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theatres of the city to determine

ings, denled that any such shocking
stocking request had been made.

“It was,” declared the “Antis.”

“It wasn't,” sald the Political
Equality Unlon.

“ im'.

" “Twasn't."

Well, you know the general. trend
of feminine arguments., Altogether
there was about a column of it, with
variations.

Mrs. Samuel H. Wallace, the Polit
ical Unlon's president, was partic.
ularly indignant in making her
denial for publication. Bhe sald:

“Barefoot dancing? Well, I should
say not! The idea!’' As suffragists
thera i nothing we would more op-
pose. Somebody has been trying to
injure us—that's all. That's the
secret of this thing. It's the Antla
-—that's who It is. You can quote
me as saying €0, too.

“This Is a critical time for our
party. The Antls know it as well as
we do ourselves. Consequently why
should we invite criticlam by allow-
ing these girls—these children, 1
might say—to appear in public bare-
footed? You don't suppose I would
allow a davghter of mine to appear
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Mrs. Florence Fleming Noyes, in a Pose of Her “Water Nymph Dance” Given at Newport.

tootsles. It Ia on record that they
went to Mayor Curley for a perqit
to do s0. The Mayor dldn’t deny
that the cause was s worthy one,
but—

NO! YOU WILL
BTOCKINGS ON!

That was Mayor Curley's ultimas-
tum, He fatly turned downm that
pretty suflragelie barefooled dancing
tdes. And in order that his reasons
gshould not be misundeystood by the
cruelly disappolnted Boston publie,
he set them forth in the statement
printed alsewbere on thia page

ANl this was ap opportunity too
rick and juley for the “Antls” to
let go by in silence, Thelr merry
chortles were heard all over Bos
top. Women in the Political Equality
Union, which had charge of the Suf-
trage Carnival, and who had not been
present when the Mayor was ashed
to let those pretty dancing sufl-
frageties forget about thelr stock-

KEEP YOUR

on a public stage i1 naked legs, do
you? Well, | guess not. And you
don't suppoze I'd sallow anybody
else's daughter to, either, do you?
No, alr, I wouldn't—not for a minute!
The very idea!

“I kpew what these girls were
going to wear right from the start,
and you cun bet they Intended to
wear stockings, too! Mayor Curley
wis misinformad, that's all. These
young ‘#omen appear in bare legs?
These girls—soclety buds? Well, I
should ‘say not. You couldn't hire
them to for $1.000 a week.™

Miss Mary Ware Laughton was &
charge of the Greek dancing num-
bers on tae programme. Excapt
with regard to this effair, she bas
an open mind on the subject of bare-
fopt performances. Here is her con-
tributien to the controversy:

“These young women dance bare-
legged? Why, absurd! he ldea of
such & thing! o the first place they

wouldn't think of doing it them
selves, and In the second place |
would never allow such a thing.

“l don't mean to say | am uunal
terably opposed to barefoot dancing.
I belleve it I8 permissible of profes-
sionals. It s art. But here—thess
young women-—never! To clrculate
such a story is a shame. It Is uns
falr. It s mean™

The thing that Is disturblng the
minds of the grdinary, unofficial peo-
ple of Boston ls exactly where to
draw the line of prohibition respect.
ing bare feet. Ip thelr town bare
feet in public are evidently taboo un-
der any conditlons—professional or
amateur. hizh art or for vaudeville
performances. The two most cele
brated barefoot dancers who ever
performed anywhero in this pountry
are Isadors Duncan, with & famous
revival of & whole anclent Greclan
dancing and pantomime system for
her ethical background, and Anna
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Socie
Amateurs, in
the Bare-
foot Dance
the Boston
Mayor
Forbade.

‘aviowa, the most world-calabrated
)f the Russlan dancers.

The Mayor forbude both of these
famous dancers appearing In Boston
publicly in their bare feet.

Hlsewhere, as the Bostonianas well
know, the art of barefoot dancing in
flowing c<inssical draperies in cul-
tivated publicly in the most fash.
lonable clreles. There are fashlon-
able schools where such dancing is
taught to glirls belonging to tha best
fdmiliea in the land

Mra, Florence Fleming Noyes
maintaing such a school, and is her-
self a soclety (avorite with her
graceful dances In bare feet, At
Newport Mrs. Noyes was enthu
siastically received in her “Water
Nymph Dance,” in bare feect and
otherwise costumed as in the {llus-
tration on this pagp. S8he even
danced in water, emerging from a
huge weashell and dlsporting herself
as & lMeght-hearted sea nymph nat
uraily would.

Among the npumerous pupils of
Mrs, Noyes's school are several very
pretty girls moving o the best so-
clety, who have distinguished them-
selves in. poblic a8 amateur dancers
in classical costumes—which means,
of course, no covering on thelr {est.
Two of them appear In an attractive
dance photographed on thls page-

Miss Mary King, as Bacchus, and
Misa Winford lavwrence., as Bac
chante

In a large part of this country out
slde of Boston good society makes
no objection to stiractive dances in
the bare feet, elther soclety amateur
or stage oprofessional. Mrs. John

Miss Mary King, as Baccnus, and Miss Winford Lawrence, in
One of the Fashionable Society Barefoot
Dances Boston Opposes.

Miss Rhind's Feet iz the Same Pose b
Stockinged for Purposes of Com-

parison as to Decency,

Baker and Miss Elvira Rhind—both
xlctumd on this page In barefoot
ancing costume—are favorites
among the soclety mmateurs,

Perhaps these {llustrations will help
the reader to make up his or her
mind about when barefoot dancing Is
all right and proper, and when it
fsn't. In all these {llustrations It
will be noticed that the dancing is
“in character.” I is not a case of
Mrs. Noyes or Mrs. Baker pulling
off her shoes and stockings and hop-
ping about in her bare feet. Thore
is an flluslon about it. A story Ins
told in pantomime and dance, Mrs
Baker or Mra, Noyes has ceased to
oxist for the moment; It is the cen-
tral character in the story that is
dolng the barefoot dancing—Bac-
obus, BAcchante, & Faun, a Water
Nymph, and so on.

Would you expect Hacchus, Bac-
chante, & Faun or & Water Nymph
to dance In shoes and stockings?

That {s the theory which s held
to Justify public dancing in bare feet
and* flowlng draperies. The women
and girls who do —even as soclety
amateurs—have attempted to oblit
erste themselves as real women and
girle of these timen, and to TrTe-
suscitate women and girls of anclent
Greece, or certaln minor defties In
Greek mythology.

Do persons holding the sonvictions
of the Mayor of Boaton conslder that
it is Imposeible for a barefooted
dancing woman to obliterate her own
perscnality apd beeome s myth.
ologleal “character”? M an actual
Bacchante or Water Nymph should
apply to Meyor Curley for permis
glon to dance hefore the Bostonians
would she get It? Or would she
have to put on ghoes and stockings
spd become & Mrs, Jones or & Mrs.
Robinson ?

Probdably Mayor Curley would rule
cut these conslderations as subtleties
beyond comprebension of the general
Boston publie, and not comprehended
in the Iaw enscled for the protec-

tica of Poston morals. He s en-
forcing the law as It stands
Irrespective - are bare
feet Indeceni ‘o all bare
feet equally indecent? Are men's
bare feet less indecent for publle
display than women's bare feet, or
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viea versa? Which are more in
Jurious to publie morals, pretty bars
feet or ugly ones; of young girls or
matrons? Are public morals more
mensaeed by the bare feet of pretiy
women, or of ugly ones?

Questions on the subject are in-

exhaustible. For example, why are
bare Jest Indecent? Because, In
publie, they are usually <oversd?

Would bare hands bave a tendency
to corrupt publie morals if they, too.
were customarily covered?

In what way Is a deterloration of
public morals, due to the dispiny of
bare feot on the stage, malnfeated?
Do the spectators feel constralned

Mrs. John Baker as She Might Have Danced
in Boston—with the Mayor's Consent.
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then and thera to immorally kick
their own shoes and :
they go home and beat their wives,
or take to drink, or betcome gunmer
and porch-climbers?

Mayor Curley In his statement re
mnr&l that lhn;e cannot ::. one rule
for the rich and another for the poor
regarding the bare fest prnhlhlm
and refers to the difflculty of rg
straining the vaudeville profession it
matters affecting publlc morald
Right here may be justifieation foi
the whole business. Who could be
bold the average vaudeville actor ir
bare feet without feeling & deslr:
to commit murder 6n the spot?

Why the Bravest Airmen éet “Cold

have long since ceased to be

anhamed to confess that they
get scared, and that a panle of fear
while in the alr may seize them at
any time. Why this is so s the sub-
ject of an article in a recent lssuo
of the lLondon Aeroplane.

It appears that a fller with an
imagindtion |8 mever quite happy,
especlally on a long fight In ealm
wenther when he has nothing to
oocupy his attention. One pllot, who
s one of the finest fllers in England,
has & hablt which Is most disconcert-
ing to his sengers, however con-
poling It may be (o him personally.
He will iy without & waver for per-
bhaps half an hour, then suddenly
the passenger will {magine that a
storm has struck them, for the ma-
chine will stand first on one wing-tip
and then on the other, then it will
dive terrifically, and then it will al-
most Joop the loop. After that It
will calm down and fly for another
half hour, when the performance will
be repeated. After they have landed,
gnd the passenger has remarked on
the extraordinary sgualls which
struck them when over eeriain
pluces, the pilot will casually ex-
plain that he was merely looking
round =t those Inlervals to see
whether his tall was stil] thers, and
was lesting the controls * aee

PMFEBBI(L’\IAL aeroplane pllots

Feet”

whether anything was trying to jam

“‘Cold feet' may lead merely 1o
proper caution, or i may lead teo
complete loss of nerve, A pliet may
have cold feet of a certaln machine
and so fly it with due respect for ite
pecullarities, or he may have cold
feet ‘of flylug altogether, In whiech
case he had better give it up, for,
he does not, he must take to ‘doping,
which Is fatal.

“A particularly malignant disess«
is ‘construetor's cold feel,’ in whiel
the victim, aiways on the ground
himself, watches every maschine iu
the air in & constant state of terror
expaoting it to fall in pleces when
evar it is moved by & gust, and when
& machine of his own or any other
make is on the ground, be s always
pawing round it, inding some spot at
whieh it may break,

"But perhaps the most unpleasant,
form of the disease is “passenger's
vold feet.’ It 18 & trouble from which
military and unaval observers are
particularly lkely tw sulfer, espe-
clally since so many officers who are
not avisipra have been attached as
obhservers.

“But there is one anxiety which
ander war conditions, can never be
sbsent from the passenger’s mind--
pamely, that he has & very pom
chance of coming out alive If his
pliot is hit"™




