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Everything you read here poday |

you can see in the fascinating Paihe
Motlom Pletnres at the Motion Pici-
ure Theaters this week., Next Sune
day another chapter of “The Exploits
of Elaine” and now Pathe reels,

Synopeis of Previons Chapters.

The New York |« are myslalied Ly a

setiea of murdars of prominent menl ‘Ihe
intest victim of the mysterinus aasaesin
s Tayior Doldge, the Insuran presldent
His doaughter, BEaine, ¢mployn Cralg ken-
nedy. the famous sclenufl lviective, to
iry to unravel the w 1eT) Uone of tha
‘riininnie pteals Into BElmine s room al
night, puts her under Lhe Influence of the
twilight wieep drug sl oo her to
wirite a letter dismisnitig Kennody THhiw
tritk falls Later Konmnidy leasrna of a

daring robiery planned by the conepira-
tors in an voiart to trap tham Fialno i

captured and senled up I & tank, aml s
At the point of death when Kennedy acci-
dentally discovers hr plht and saves
her in roindistion the oriminels 7 a
despurale attunpt o ki Kepnedy by
erecting an ingenious denth<trap In his
apartment  They thea adminiater a pecu-
limr poleon to Elalne, accompiiniing this
hy o remarkable otllization of the wall

peper I her room. The polson plot mis-
carrien, But the criminals are pareistent
ina of them Is asviously wounded by
Kiaine, and phe is forced to submit to the
transfusion of blood operation 1o save the
scountdrel’'s e, Help renches her before
this axperimetit bhecomes dangerous, Fn-
raged at their constant defeata, the con
af'-lmtnrn smploy two notorious women of
the underwerld to o Kennsdy and
Einine to their destroction. Kennedy's
sclentific knowledge proves too much (or
the aasasning, H: emplova & vocophone 1

R queer manner, ts uncunny work at a
eriteal moment upsetting a carefully ‘ald
plan to abduct Eleine,
CHAPTER IX
The Death Ray
ENNEDY wan reading a acientific

treatise ome morning, while 1 was
banging on the typewriter, when a knock
At the Iaboratory door disturbed us.
Hy some intuition Cralg seemed to know
who It was. He sprang to open the dow,

and there stood Elaine Dodge and her
Inwyer, Perry Bennetl.
"Why—-what's the matter?’ he anked.

policitously,

“A—another letter—from the Clutching
Hand!” she exclalmed broathlessly. "'Mr.
Bennelt was calilng on me when this
note was brought In. We both thought
we'd better see you at onoce about I, and
he was kind enough to drive me here
right away in his car."

Cralg took the letter and we both read,
with amasement :

“Are you an enemy to soclety? If not,
order Cralg Kennady to leave the country
Ly § o'clock tomorrow morning. Other-
wise & pedestrian will drop dead outaide
hin laboratory every hour until he leavea.”

The note was aigned by the now fa-
millar sinister hand, and had added a
postseript which read:

“Ax & token of hias leaving, have him
place & vass of flowers on his laboratory
window today.”

“What shall we do!' guaried Bennett,
evidently very much alurmed at the
letter, L

“Do? replied Kennedy, laughing con-
temptuously at the apparent futile threat
“Why nothing. Just wait."

The day proved uneventful and 1 paid
no further attention to the warning let-
ter. It pesmod too propostoroius to amount
e unyining.

We got up pe usual the next day, and
guite early went wyver te the laboratory.
Kennedy, as was s custom, plunged
Mroighiwasy Into hils work and appeared
atworbed by 1, while T wrate,

"Thery I8 sometbing queer going on,
Walter,” be remarked, "“This thing reg-
Ptern mopme kind of wircloss rays—infra-

red, 1 think-oomething e those that
itey may that ltallan szlentis,  UTlivy,
clwlms he bas discovered and called the
Pereva

“"MHaw do you know™ " 1 aelkcd, looking
U Iroia ey woark, “What's the Instra
montl you are wing™

A bulogneior iwented Ly tha late Prof
Langie) he recled, hYis attention riv-
viel on i

An | moved aver ta look at the belo-

motar 1 hagppened 1o glance nto the busy-
by ard saw that wad rapldly
eullécting en the widewulk

“Look, Cralg.” 1 ecalled hastily

He hurrlcd over to me and locked, We
codld both ree in the busybody mirror a
proup of exclied passeraby bending over
A mayw Iying peosthate on the sldewalk

e bed evident!y been smanding on tho
viurbiome outaide the nborutary and had
saddenly put his hand furehend
Then be hed lHterally crumplod v Into a
beap, as he ok ts the ground

The exclled crowd lited him up and
bore olm away and | tumed fn serprise
o Vsalg. He wan locking st his watch

It wan now guly & few miltiutes past b
& v'ock

Fogue tme lsler our door wan excitedly
Mung openr and Elaine and Pecry Ben-
nett arrived

“I've just heard of the accldent’
oried, tearfully. “Tan't It terrible!
had wo belter do™’

For a lew moments no vne asld a word

Then Kennedy began carefully exam-
lning the bolomeler and some other re
rording lostruments be had, widle the
deet of us walched, fascinated

Bomehiow Lthat “‘buaybody
sitvaot me. I eould not
Inle i from thine
waorked,

I wus scarcely able to control my ox-
viicment when again | saw the wame

a erowy

e hin

What

aderned (o
resist looking
o time ss Kennedy

ahe |

tho shock of
aiter the terribie
wolkod at bhim,

It happened thint Kennedy
artificial flowers on the stand,
had using long befare In the study
of synthetic coluring materials Hplfore
Elaine could recover her tongue he aeleed
thermm wnd stuck them Into & tall beaker,
like*n vase. Then he Asliberataly wallied
to the window und placed the hbeaker
the ledze In & most prominent position

Eisine and Bennelt, to say nothing of
myself, gazed at him, awe-siruck.

“Is~in there no other way but (o sur-
render?"’ she anked

Kennedy mournfully shook his head.

Nothing that any of us could say, not
even the pleadings of Elaing hermeif, could
move him. The thought that at 11 o'elock
a third Innocent passerby might iie
sricken on the srect secmed to move Yim
powerfully.

When, at 11 o'cloek, nothing happenesd,
ax It had at the other two hourm e wae
even more confirmed In his purpose. En-
treatios had no effect, and iate In ibe
morning he suecceeded in convineing ue all
that hia purpoge was (rrevocable

An wa stood at the door, mournfully
bidding our wvisitors farewell untll the
morrow, whon he had decided to sall, |
rould see that he was sager to ba alone.
Ha had been looking now and then at tha
pecuifar Instrument which he had been
studving earlier In the day, and I could
sea on his face a sort of subtle Intent.

his words coming a0 soon
occurrencs outslde. Bhe
rpaec lesp

had motme
which ha

bhaen

i

+ NOAR,

“I'm »o sorry—Cralg."” murmured
Elalne, ohoking back her emotlon and
finding It Impossible 10 go on

“85 am 1, Elaine,” he answerad, tensely
“But—porhapa—-when this trouble blows
over'—

He paused, unable to go on, turned and
whook his head, Then with & forced galaly
he bade Elaine and Perry Bennett adlev,
saying that perhapa a trip might do him
good.

They had scarcely gone out. and Ken~
nedy closed tha door carefully, when he
turned and weont directly to the instru-
ment which I had seen him observing so
Interestedly.

Plaluly 1 coula see that it was register-
ing something.

“What's the matter™
pl"J““ a moment, Walter,” ho replled,
svasively, as if not quite sure of himself.

He walked fairly close to the window

1 nasked, nan-

| thiy time, keeping well out of the direct

line of it, however, and there stood gax-
ing out Into the atrest.

A glint, as If of the sun shining on a
pair of opera glasses. could be seen [rom
& window across the streebl

"We are belng watched,” he sald, nlowly
turning and looking at me fixedly, “but I
don't dare investigate lext it coat the H_ve-

ro unfortunstes.”
Drl;:omd tor & moment in deep thought.
Then he pulled out a wultcase and began

1} to k It
.’:l‘:::ulh p:: had not dared to investl-
gate, wo know that from & bullding across
fhe streot emissariea of the Clutehing
Hand were watching for our signal of
“;h"om‘l::‘l wan, as we found out Iater,
that in a poorly furnished room, much
after the fashion of that which, with the
{help of the suthoritles, We had onecy
| ratded lu the suburbs there were at that

moment two crooks,

One of them was the fumous,
| us, Prof. lLae Urolx,
I::“:\m?ihculm as & dootor, had al-
yoady had some experience when he stoie
'from the Hillside sanitarium the twillght
:liﬂ;‘l drugs. 'The other was the young
| peeretary of the Clutching Hand who
had given the warning at the puburban
[ neadquarters at the time when they were
it—mlu\'nrlu to transfuse Elaine Dodge's
blood to save the life of the crook whom
shin Liad shot

Le Crolx gleefully patted & pacullar in-
girument beside Lim. Apparently It was
a combination of powerful electric arce,
|the rays of which wers shof through a
tunnel-like arrangement into a converier
‘or, rather, & wort of concentration ap-
| paratus from which tha dread power
| could be released through a tube-like af-

fulr Bt one ond, 1t was his infra-red heat
wave, F-ray, engine,
I told you—It would work!" crled Le

LViolx

1 did not argue any further with Cralg
about hls sudden resolution to go away.
But it w a very solemn procending (o
| pack up and admit defoat after such &
brilllang succession of tases a8 had been
Ihie untll we met this mester coriminal,
| Mo wus unshakable, however, and the
next morning we closed the laboratory
wnd losded our baggage, which was con-
eiderable, on a taxlonlh

Netther of us sald much, but I saw a
aulck ook of appreciation on Cralg's face
| s we pulled up at the wharf and saw
?tlml Eleine's car was already there. MHe
moved that Elalne should
vome 4t such an early bour to have a last

waord,

Our car stopped and Kannedy moved
laver toward her car, directing two por-
tors, whom | noticed that he chose with
to walt wt one slde. One of them
was an old Irishmen with & lunp; the
other a wiry Frenchiman with a pointed
| board
| In spite of her pleadings, however, Ken-
| Nedy Beld to his purposs, and as we shouk
bands for Lhe last tms 1 thought
Elalne would aimost break down.

Near the gangplank, in the crowd, 1
noliced & couple of siniser faces walch-
ing the ship's offlcers and the pamsen-
Fere golag abourd. Hescedys quick eve
spotied them, too. but he did not show
in any way that he poticed anything as,
followed by our iwo porters, we quickly
climbed the gungplank.

A momant Cralg paused by the rall and

or rather

we

weeiied deoply

CAre,

with whom, |

waved to Flalne and Beanett, who re-
turned the salute fealingly. I paused at
{the ril, too, speculating how we were
| 1o get
lin time, for wo had
uten snying momihy

taken several min-

the porters, Indicating our stateroom,
which was an outside room “Come,
Walter."

I tfollowed him In
i Outsida could be
imces In the crowd watching intently,
with eyes fixed on the statercom. Fin-
nlly one of the erooks bBoarded the ahip

with a heavy heart

i

Kennedy Fearing He Will Never Return

the rest of our baggege aboard | think you'd' ——

!Imr her eyos and the photograph ns we
“In thers,” pointed Kennedy quickly to | entered and a deep bluah crimaonmed her

peen the two sinister |

i -y |

Craig clapped & Van Dyck beard on my
chin.*
“I=I'"'m so glad,” she repeated. ‘I didn't

Bhe cut the sentence short, remembaer-

(aoce,
Mum’'s the word ™ cautioned Kan-
nedy. “You must smuggle us out of the

house some way.”

Kennedy lost no time in confirming the
suspleionn of his bolomoter ta tha
cause of the death of the two Innocent

as

|!r|:s--hed his hat deferentially.

| he

victima of the maciinations of the Clutch

"hastily, while the othisy wetched the two | IDE Hand.

portsrs of the
|pause at the window, speaking back into

cotne oul

stateroom and |

Both of them, he had learnsd, had besr
removed to & nearby undertaking shop, |

the room as though answering commandes. {awalting the verdict of the coronsr. We
| Then the porters qulckly ran along the |mought out this shop and prevalled on

deck und down ths
!I-f the luganige

Ithe Dodge ear, I
land FPerry Bennott

get the rost

An they approached
alne, Aunt Josephine

woere sraining thelr
to catch o Inst glimpse of um

Tha porters took a amall, but very
|heavy box, and, lugging and tugging,
hastened toward the buat with 1L Hut
they wera Wo late, The gan‘phnk Wiks
| belng hauled o

They ahouted, bul the aship's officera
waved thom back.

“Too lute!l™ one of the deckhands
shouted, a Httle plonsed that soms one
would be inconvenlenced for tardiness.

The porters argued. But it was no use,
All they could do wus to carry the box
back to the Dodge car,

Mins Dodge was juat getling in as they
returned,

"What shall wo do with this and the
othor stuflf?’ asked the Irishh porter,

Bhe looked at the rest of the lagged
luggnge and the box which wias marked:

plank w

eyen

INSTRUMENTS.
ALUAULE.
o HANDLE WITH CARE!
atsssshannsatssnnanrannonsanssbivsinrsanisrenninee

“Heore—pile them in thore.”" ahe sald,
Indicating the taxicab, 1Tl take care
of them."

Meanwhile one of our sinilater-faced
frionds had just had time to reguin the
shore after following us aboard ship and
strolling past the window of our siate-
troom He paused long enough to obaerve
|mm of the occupants studying s map,
| white the other was opening & bag.
| “They're gone!" he sald to the other, as
| he rejoined him on the dock, giving a
{nod of his head and a Jerk of his thumb
;ul the ship,

i “Yea," added the other crook, "and lost
|most of thelr bagguge, t0o."

| Blowly the car proceeded through the
stroets up from the river front, foliowed
{by the taxical, until at last the Dodge
mansion was reachod.

There Lilaine and Aunt Josephine got
jout, and Beunott stood talking with them
a motient.  Plaally ne excused himself
{reluctantdy, for it woas now lats, even
or a lawyer, (o get to hla offive.

I As he hurried over to the subway,
:lil;lun nodded to the porters ln the taxi-
(cab, “Take that stuff ln the house, We'll
!Iil\" to send It by the next boat.'

| Then ahe followed Aunt Josephine while
{the porters unloaded the boxes and bags

A moment latél Aunt Josephine left her
jand Elaine went into the library and
|over o a tuble, Bhe stood there an in-
|stant, then sank down into & chair, tak-
ing up Kennedy's ploture and gasing at
it with eyes fllled by tears

Just then Jennings came Into the room
jushering the two porters laden with the
| boxes and bagw

"Where shall I have them put these
things, Miss Elaine?' be inguired.

"Oh, anywhere,” sho answered hurs
rledly replacing the wulcture.

Jounings paused. As he did s0 cne of
the porters llmped forward,

"I've & mossage for you, miss,” he sald
in & rich Irieh brogos with a look at
I.lcr.-ul\lu;b, "to be dellvered in private.'

Elaine glanced at him surprised. Then
I ahe nodded W Jenninge, who disappeared
As bie did so the Irishman Wmped to the
(door and drew logelber Lhe portiers

Then he came back closer to Nlaine
| A moment she looked at bim, not quite
knowing from his strange actions whother
| W@ call for heip or not.
| At & motion from Kesnnedy as he pulled
| off his wig L pulled off the lttle false

L]

| beard.

| Elalne looked at ua transformed—
startled.

, “"Wh—what"—she stamusered. “"Oh—I'm

L oo KInd, HoWw'——

| Kennedy sald nothing. lHe was thor.
| pughly enjoying her face
I “Dan't you understand?™' 1 explained,

laghing merrlly. I admit that 1 didn't,

until that jast minute in the stateroom on

the boat when wo didn't come back ta
| wave a last pood-bye Bul all the care
that Cralg teok in selecting the portérs
was the result of work he did yesterday,
apnd the insistence with which he chose
our traveling clothep had & desp-ladd pur-

| you

| the street

i

]

the undertaker to |et us sse tha bodies.

Aa Konnedy pullad down the shroud
from Lhe face of the first victim he dis-
closed on tha forehead a round dark apot

about the size of o mmall coln. Qulckly
he moved to the next coffin and, un-
covering thoe face, disclosed & simllar
mark
“What is 1t?" I asked awestruck.
“Why," he sald, "I've heard of a cer-

taln Viennese, one LaCrolx, I belleve, who
has dlscovered, or perfected, an Infra-
red ray Iinstrument which shoota s
power a great distance with extrems ac-
curacy and leaves a mark like those.”

“Is he In New York?' 1 Inquired anx-
tously.

“Yen, 1 bolleve he in"

Kennedy acemed Indisposed to answer
more until he knew more, and [ saw that
he would prefer not being questioned for

the present,

We thanked the undertaker for his
ocourtesy and went out,

Meanwhile Elaine had called up Perry
Bennett.

“Mr. Bennstl' ahe exclaimed over the
wire, “Just guess who called on me?"*

“Who™ he anawered; *'1 give It up.”

“Mr. Kennedy and Mr., Jameson, ahe
called back.

*“Is that so?™" he returned. “Ian't that
fine? 1 dlda't think he was the kind to
run away like that. How did It happen 7

Elaine quickly told the story as 1 had
told her,

Had she known It. however, Bennett's
valet, Thomas, was at that very moment
listening at the portieres Intensely Inter-
eatod,

It was not long afterward that a knock
sounded at the door of the noew head-
quarters of the Clutching Hand, Le-
Croix and the pecretary were there, as

well as & coupla of others
“Tha Chief!" exclalmed one. i
The secretary opaned the door, and, sure

enough, the Clutching Hand entered.

“Well, how did your infra-red rays
work ™' he asked LeCrolx.
“Fine" \

“And they're gone?'

“Yes. The flowers were In the window |
yesterday, Two of our men saw them on
the bout.” |

There came another knock. This time,
an the door opened it was Thomas, Ben-
nott's falthleas valet, who entered.

“Say,” blurted out the informer, “do
know Kehnedy and Jameson are
back ™

“Back?' cried the crooks.

“Yes—they didn't go. Changed clothes
with the porters, I just heard Miss Dodge
telling Mr. Bennett.'

Clutehing Hand eyed him keenly, then
he seemed to burst Into an ungovernable
tury. |

Quickly he began volleying orders at |

| the valet and ths others. Then, with the

secretary and two of the ather crooks, he
laft by another door from that by which
he had sent the valet forth.

Leaving the undertakers, Kennedy and
I made our way, keeping off thorough-
fares, to polire headquarters, where, after
making ourselves known, Cralg made ar-
rangemanta for a rald on the house across
the street from the laboratory, where we
had seen the opera glass reflection.

Then, as secrvily as wo had come, we
went out again, letting ourselves into the
laboratory, stoalthily looking up and down
We entered by a basement
door, which Kennedy carsfully locked
agaln,

Konnody went over to a eabinst, and
from It ok out a nolebook and a small
box. Opening the notebook on the labora-
tory table ho rapidly turmned the pages.

“Here, Walter,” he remarked ““Thia
will answer your question about the mys-
terious deadly vay."”

1 mowed over to the table, cager to
matisfy my curiosity, and read the nolcs
which he Indleated with his finger !

INFRA-RED RAY NOTES

The pure Infrs-red which has been
developed by LeCrnix trom the experi
ments of the Ialisan sclentist, Ulivi,
cavuses, when voncenirated by an appa
rutus perfected by LeCrolx, an insian-
taneous combustion of nonreflecting
surfaces. It ls particularly deadly in
its effect on the brein centere.

it can ba diverted, it la sald, how-
wyer, by & shieid compossd of platl-
num backed by asbestos

Next Kennedy opened the case which

Hhe sald mothing, and I continued. | he hud takem out of the cabinet. and from

“The change waas made gquickly In the it he took out the platinum-asbestos
staterovmn. Kennedy's man threw on the mirror, which was something of his own
cout and hat he wore, while Cralg donned | invention. He held it up, and in panto- |
the rough ¢lothes of the porter and nddud[ mime showed ma just how it would out
|I limp and a wig. The same sort of +%~ | the deadiy mays |
| change of clothes. was made by me, w54 | e had not fnished sven that when &

—
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pecillar nolse In the laboratory itselfy lady," simost hissed the Clutching Hand man stuck his head and shoulders
lsturbed him, and Ba haatily thrust tho | at length, “as pretty a game of hide and |through His revolver rang out and
gebestos-platinum shield into his pocket | seek ax vou have ever ssen '’ Clutehing Hand's automatie flow out of
‘hough we had not realized It, our re- An he sal] It another trap door near |his grasp, giving him just enough time
turn hoad been anticipated the infra-ray mochine was opened and a (1o dodge through and slam the secret
Suddeniy, from a closet projectad alhe.nn of light burst through. 1 knew It !d'-"r in the faces of the ajuad as they
magazine gun, and before we could move | was not that which we had to fear, but |rushed in,
the Clutehing Hand Nimeel? Mowly ap-|the invisible rays that accompanied It | Back of the house Clutching Hand and
peared behind us the rays that had affected the bolometer. [the pther crooks were now passing
Ab he exelalmed with mock polite Just then a spot of light ahowed near |through a bricked passage. The fire
nins, “so you thought you'd fool me, 14 | my foot, moving about the coment floor |had got so far beyond contrel by this
. Walll mtil 1t fell on my =hoe Instantly the | Uime that It drove the police back from
Just then two otheér crooks, who had | leather charred aven before I could move. | thelr effort to open the secret door, Thus
let themselves ir by the akoleton key Kennedy and 1 leaped to our feet and [the Ciutching MHand had made good his
Lthrougl the bassment, Jumped Into the drew back. The beam followed us. \\'-}ie.-'n]v- through the porsage whith lsd
reoni through that door covering ues. retreated further. Still it followed, In- [out, as we later discovered, to the rall-
Wo started to our feot, but In an in- | €XoTably road trnoks along the river,
stant found ourseives sprawling on the | Clutching Hand was now holding | ‘Down  there-~Mr, Kennedy—and Mr.
Tloor | Elnine near the door where sho could not | Jameson,” crled Elalna, pointing at thas
In the cabinet, beneath the laboratory NeIP meeing, Inughing diabolically, whils | trap which was hiddea in the =tifie
table, another crook hiad been hidden, and Do directed Le Crolx and the rest to work | The fire had gained terrifie headway,

he tackled us with

old fout ball
had no defonas
Four of them were

all
nEninst

the pkill of an

playor

upon us Instantly.

“A message from Mr. Bennett, ma‘am,"
explained

over to the laboratory.™

Unsuspecting, Elalne stepped into “he
car and drove nff

Instead, however, of turning and pull-
ing up on the laboratory aslde of the
Bireet, Thomas stopped opposits It Hae
got out, and Elaine, thinking that per-
haps it was to save timo that ha had not
turned the ear around, followed.

But when the valet, insiead of crossing
the street, then went up to & door of a
liouse and rang the bell, she began !.ol
tuspect that all was not as it should be.

"What aie you Eolng there for.
Thomas™' she asked. “There's the labor-
atory there.”

“But, Miss Dodge," he apologized. **Mr
Kennedy and Mr. Bennett are here They
told me they'd be here”

The door was opensd quickly by a look-
out of the Clutching Hand, and the valet
paked If Cralg and Elaine's lawyer were
In. Of course the lookout replied that
they were and befora Elalne knew (t
she was jostled Into the dark hallway
and the door was banged shut

Hesistance wnas uscless now, and she
was hurled aloog untll another door was
opened,

There she saw LeCroix and the other
crooks.

And, as the door slammed, ahe caught
sight of the fearsome Clutching Hand
himself.

She drew bacl, but was too fright-
ened even to sorcam.

With a harsh, cruel laugh the super-
eriminal beckoned to her to follow him
and look down through & small trap
door.

Unnble now to resist, she did wso.

There she saw LeCrofx and the other
had told the truth. Kennedy was stand-
Ing In deep thought, while I sat on an
old box smoking a clgaret—very miser-
abla,

Wes this to be ths msole outcome of
Kennedy's clever ruse, T was wondering.
Wars we only to be shipwrecked In sight
of port?

As the varlous Ineffectual schemes for

whom we |

! door

| the infra-red ray apparatus
|

"Please—oh, ploase—atop!”™ begged
Elalne.
Clutohing Hand only laughed wilh

At the same time Thomas, the falth- flendish Aolight nn.!.uri{-.e! his men on.
less valet of Bennett, had been dispatched Fhe thing was getting closer and -'!tnrler
by Clutening ifand to commandeer hlll Suddenly We heard a siranke voice Fing
master's roadster in his absence, and ‘“"’I 'i'"""“ us.

| carryling it the instructions, he had ':' -

driven up before Elalne's house at the Where™" growled the Clutching Hand

vary moment when she was going out for| in fury

a wall I “"Dutside—a rald! Run' He's tald them!"™
Thomas jumped out of the car and! At that door a moment before the look-

out suddemly had given a startied stare

|and a supprossed cry

“Mr., Kennedy and Mp |¥treet he had seen » polica patrol 1“1
! Bennett have sent me to ask you to come which wers a score or more of the strong- | .. pleasure grounds
They had jumped out, soma | the

arm sqguad.
carrying sledge-hammers, othern axea.

treat to give a warning they had reached
the door and
had been struck.

The lookout quigkly had fled and drawn
the bolts of a strong inner door, and the
police began battering that impedient

“instantly Clutching Hand turned to
La Croix at the F-ray machine.

“Finish them!" he shouted,

We were now backed up agalnst a
small ell In the wall of the cellar. It was
barely large enough to hold us, but by
crowding wa wera able o keep out of
the reach of the ray. The ray shot past
the &ll and struck the wall a couple of
inches from ue.

I looked. The cement began to crum-
ble under the Intense hent

Meanwhile the police ware having great
difficulty with the steel bolt-studded
Seill, 1t was yielding a bit.
“Hurry!" shouted Clutching Hand to
Le Crolx,

Kennedy had voluntarily placed himself
In front of me In the ell. Carefully to
avold the ray, he took the asbestos-
platinum shield from his pocket and slid
it forward as best he could over the wall
to the spot where the ray struck.

It deflected the ray.

But so powerful was it that even that
part of the ray which was deflectad
could be seen to strilkke the celling In the

'|Iv-|! the pollce selzed a

ladder and stuck

it down intoe the basement

Choking and sputtering, half suffo.
cated, weo staggered up.

‘Are you hurt?” asked EKilalna, anx-
{lously, taking Cralg's arm.

"Not a bit—thanks to you!™ he peplied,
forgetting all lo meeting the sager ques-
tioning of her wonderful syea.

(To be Continued.)

The Oldest 0ld Oaken Huecker,
Gardens In Paleatine are found malnly

Glancing down the | oWa thelr

Almost before he could cry out and re-|

the vast resounding blows !

in the environs of the larger towns and
existences to  aprings and
fountaine whose precious waters give lifs
to the fruits and flowers, orchards, parks
which enter Into
orlental  conception of Paradise.
Whera po running strenm exists they
depend for life upon capaclous clasterns
which "drink water from the raln of
heaven.'" They are always carefully en-
closed and protected by hedges, walls and
ditches, and the traveler {8 surprised
amid the heat and glare of the Eyrian

tgun 1o enter their plecsant pathways and

find retired and shady nooks under em-
bowering gErecnery. }Fhrir secluded re-
cesaes have always been a favorite resort
for purposecs of deveotlon. They are often
the gathering place of famliles and
friends and the tokens of peace and
sgecurity are when a man may sit in safety
under his _own vine and figtree.—Tha
Christian Herald,

corner, which was of wood. Instantly,
before Kennedy could even move theo
shield, the wood burst into flames.

Above us now smoke was pouring Into
the room where the deflected ray struck
the floor and flames broke out.

“Run!" shouted Clutching Hand, as they
opened a secret gate, dlsclosing a spiral
flight of iron ateps,

A moment later all nad disappeared ex-
cept Clutching Hand himself, The last
door would hold only a few seconds, but
Clutching Hand was watting to take ad-
vantage of even that With a last fran-
tle effort he sought o direct the terrible

eacape surged through my head I hap-
pened to look up and caught a glance of
horror on Craig’s face. I followed his |
eyes. There, above us, was Elaine! |

I saw her look from us to the Clutch-
ing Hand In terror. But none of us ut-
tered a word,

“1 will now show you, my dear young

ray &t us. Elalne actod instantly. With
all her strength she rushed forward,
overturning ths machine,

Clutching Hand uttered a growl and
slowly ralsed his gun, taking sim with
the butt for a well directed blow at her
bhead.

Just then the door yvielded and a police-

The Soap to cleanse and purify,
The Ointment to soothe and heal. 3

Samples Free by Mall
Cutiouras Bosp and Ofntment sold
Liberul sample of each malied free, with 22.0. book,
post-card “Cutlours,” Dept. 13F, Boston.
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