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Country Homes
5)

MPROVEMENT i the character of build-
Ing in late years has besk nowhere so
ETeat, perhaps, as in the construction of
country bomes This s the result of
what someone has called the “arousing
of the artistic eonscience of the people,”
accompanied, necessarily, by the finan-

cial ability to indulge the demands of this stimulated

esthetic pense,

Civic bodies, agitating the city beautiful cam-
palgn, Bave belped materially to stir the desire for
better living conditions among =1l classes.  Architects
and landscape gardeners. park boards and {mprove-
ment clubs, bave also alded the steady trend toward
the ideal—or, at least, foward the most enjoyable and
convenient types of homes for individuals and ele-
gantly ornate structures for larger purposes Schools,
theaters and churches have been benefited through
the same channel So far has this movement pro-
gressed that a goodly number of cities are now prac-
tically “making tbemselves over."

Americans Adapt Many Styles.

Americans borrow {mspirstion from many sources
and it will mot be stretching the truih o say that
Americaa country bhomes—Nebraska sad Omaba
country homes specifically ilncluded—reflect many
Upea agd typily widely diverse potions of beauty,
eomfort and retreat from the busy whirlpool of mod-
orn city life Among them will be found the English
simplicity, the Swiss picturesque, the Aslatic alriness,
the Ipdiar bungalow varied and improved, and some

. Lypeé  peculiarly Awmerican. Older couutries have
4 thelr traditions to direct or guide them {n the makine
of the country residence; Americans bave only their
lospired adaplabllity to Jead them aright Of course,
tbere were the old New England structures, mostly
four-square to the whistling winds, and the spacious
mansions of the ante-bellum south, but they wers de-
velopments in the building art, modified 1o sult pe-
culiar conditions and sstisfy fipicky temperaments
Their good features have been preserved in many
cases, both In clity and country; but wide departures
‘ are noted on every hand Origigality. that pre-
eminent American tralt, has hesn given full play in
the pretentious mansion on hilltop or table flat, and
In the billside cabinlike home that tonteals from fArst
glance the possession of all mwodern convediences.

Country Homes Growing in Popalarity.

Within the life of the preseut
Omabans the bullding of homes "in the cousttry” has
besl given I luitial lmpelus Even the oldeft of
the jocal suburban bomes s Dot in the sncient class,
but some of them will compare very lavorably with
dmilar bome Epots in sy slala, abd quite & few give
promise of a later developmesnt that will put them in
the “show’™ class. Country places like those of
Artbur Brandels agd Thomas R. Crana. sorth of the
tity, are poted for some particular festure Op the
Brandeis Dlace almost countless flocks of white poul.
try are wonderful to bebold: &t the Crans place great
stretches of roses account for the name Rosemere
There is, too, in both cases, a completeness of equip-
ment about the Lomes that leaves nothing 1o be
jeaired

£t about this ity are found grand opportunities
0 far as landscape is concerned, for the location of
wuptry residences Hill and wvalley, wooded and
rolling lnnd, with wide views and perspectives to en-
trance the beauty Jover, are to be reachad easily, by
treel car o some instances. but more handily by
wwtomobile. The country about Florencs holds de-
sided attractions furnished by nature; bat within
rery short distances of Benson, Duandes, and South

/' Jmaka are almost equally desirable sites. The per-
‘ection of the horselass vebhicle—fast rellabls, luxuri-
WS 10 AIMOost an¥ degree money may demand, summer
ind winter allke—has givan & foiward impetus to the
wnstruction of costly puburban residences In recant
rears. and this important desideratum, euick trazs-
sortation. will se*ve to accelerats the growtih of this
mrticular branck of home building

generation of

Walnut Lodge First in This Section.

‘ Walnut Lodge. the country home of the late Guy
Bagton, was the plonesr venlure of the kind by ap
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Omaha citigen, If we except the old home of Dr
George L. Miller, at Beymour lake, which was de-
stroysd by fire a good meny years ago The Barton
éstate owns & Jarge amount of land surrounnding Wal-
nut Lodge, and the house itselfl is set in grounds that
Are a good many acres in extent A small artifcjsl
lake was crested in the immediate vicinity of the
bouse apd shade and oroamental trees in genarogs
number perve to give it 2 most atiractive setiing It
iz not a costly house, a8 such things go, but it is very
substantial and complete, with its own water and elec-
tric light system.

Tom Crane's Fine Place

Rosemere, the Crane place on the hill porth of
Floreuce, was the fOrst pretentious suburbans bome
erected in wWal beautilul section. Ten acres are cowm-
prised in the tract of which the bome is the zenter,
and by the skill of the expert gardener, closaly ad-
vised agpd superictended by Mr. Crage bimsel!. Rose*
mere has been brought to the polot where it 18 a de
light to the visitor and a constant source of plansure
0 1t OCCUPRRLE If the ordinary diping moom. tor
iostatce, be not favored, breskfast and oitber meals
cap be served op & commodious and breesy porch
where tbe fy is excluded snd the mosquito canmot
enter

The Arthur Brandels place, Beretofore mentioned,
lies on the road rupping north from Krug park It
wis bulit about five years sgo. and Mr Brandels,
being & practical man as well as ap intense lover of
artistic Jurroundings, s making his investment pay.
He bas a cozy homa of no great pretensions at pressnt,
but with wide possibilities for |mprovement ip the
future ils chicken yards are noted throughout the
country among devotess of the rooster and the hen
the ezeg and the omelst, and he cas stake himself or
his friands to hen fruit of approved guality, no mat-
ter what the market price Also. when the strain of
the business hustle gets on bis nerves he has & most
inviting retreat on whick to fall back for quiet solace
in his Douglas county country home

F. P. Kirkendall Has Big Plans Mads.

“"Kirkwood"” will one of these days be a word full
of meaning to laybnd? discussing {deal oountry
homes That is the name selected by F P. Kirkendall
for the estate he is baginning 1o devalop at what waas
for many years knowsn a8 Pries lake. Mr Kirkesdall
has gooe about his task-—a pleasant ons. withal-—in
8 businessiike faghion. Having picked g3 commanding
sits for his proposed new bhouse on a hilltop centrally
located on the estate, he haa lnld out winding roade
and woodland paths converging on this central
feature. A dam has been constructed of concrete a
short distance off the river roed, to hold the waters
of whet will be & rather sxtansive lake or waterway,
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with ample provision for taking care of the overflow.
Not only will this sheet of water be a thing of beauty
attaching to Kirkwood, but It will also furnish facili-

tiess for bathing, boating and skating It is to be
spanned by several rustie Dbridges Just what
smount of mouney will be spent on this new country

estate would be jdle to estimate. but the enthusiastic
neighbors, clustered on the hillsides all about, are
even now cherishing the boast that the Kirkendall
country place will be fit when finished to take high
rank on the list of show pleces in and sbout Omaha
Their anticipations seem to be entirely justified, too,
judging by the place as it appears o the rough. Every
natural feature is calculated 1o lend [teslf to Deauti-
fication to almost spy imaginable degree

Broadview Farm., Pride of George WestL

Speaking of pelghbors to Kirkwood brings us to
the point where it is permissible to say thet Farmer
George West is fast laying the foumdation that will
make bim as well knows by that desiguatlion as when
we pow speak of him as George Wesl, the rallroad
wan, He hes s0o many apples hanging oo his trees
this year thst he could pot eat if Ze lived to
be as old as Methussleh. Likewise, Farmer West bas
grapes tha: would make wine enough to float a ship
of modest dimengions, and apricots, berries, tomatoes,
potstoes and salad materials to say oothipg of a
heaithy family of ehlldren Mr West's summer home
—Dhe insists on modesty, as ususl—Iis just a shack, to
hear him tell about {1; but when one gels there he
wishes be could stay all summer. The entrance is

them

off the river road, and when Mr. West gets o the
point where he copslders the best view is In sight
he save, I call my place Broadview Farm " It de-

serves the pame, as would say of the many adjoining
acres on which bomes have been planted One can
gee pleasing stretches of hill, meadow and river in
every direction, and no prospect can be found that s
cot a delight o the eye

Robgrt F. Bacon of the McCord-Brady company
last yoar purchased » country place adicining the Kir-
kendall tract. He moved there with his familv and
they all liked it so well Mr Bacon bas concluded to
make it bis permanent home. Being » maz who nesds
little or no sleep, ‘Bob” Bacon bas no objection to
gatiing up with the lark in order to be lo the city be-
fore £ o'clock every morning

Learned and Wyman Are Neighbors.

Myron Learned’'s summer home. close to the Wast
piace. ia #0 situated that there i» more thap ordloary
basis for his claim that he s master of the most
beautiful view (= Douglaz ecounty Mr. Learned
ciaims ba cap take I8 the whole country from Manaws
to Missouri Valley, and after standing before his ram-

bling, but very anticing, burgslow one is quite willing
to commend the admirable taste of Mrs. Learned in
selecting the site for her country home. Good taste
is evident in the construction work alresady done on
the Learned place—as. indeed, It is evident op the
otber places all about The owuers may be working
slowly, but they are certaip of the ends pimed st, and
when the plans made or incubaiing are all perfected
these hills north of the city of Florence will be classed
88 an adorament of the general landscapé hard to
equal anywhere

Henry Wyman bhas & homs adjoining the Learned
place, and aflter going (oto raptures over the first, one
glances with misgiving at bis opizion s he takes ia
the view from the second. Working with Learned
for company, Mr. Wyman bss roughly hewed out
paths through the woods that lesd to continual ex-
posures of admirable vistas. He calls bis place
Woodnay, very appropriately, for it is prolific of the
hardwood growths scattéred so plentifully over the
face of this particular section Whoilesome simplicity
is to be the distinguishing charscteristic of Woodney,
both in house and grounds, apnd the same character-
ization will apply to the other homes scattered about’
the hilltop, sccording to thalr owpara

Ringwalt Brothers Have Nice Hetrosts.

“Dacorstive kickshawy, as such, do not make much
of an appeal to me,” says Theodore L. Ricgwalt, who
bas & udy little place slopgside Wymaa Which does
not mean that Mr. Ringwalt bas no evye for beauty,
rather the contrary. A main feature of bis grounds
is & pergolsa that promises to be popular & a lounging
spot later oo, from whick it will be judged he Las a
liking for axpapsive. solid psayty that is &t once dsoo-
rative and yseful. Holcroft is the name of this place

Johz R. Ringwalt also has » country bome iz this
neighborbood. It is percbted on ap elevation from
which ope could apparent!y jump into the Missouri
river, fowing below Like most of the other suymmer
homes RDersabout. Oak Ridge (a8 Mr. Risgwalt calls
Lis place) Bas about it an alr of restfulness and peace
that catches the fancy at once A grest, big porch
sarves &s & living room,. and this feature is to be found
vary stropgly (o evidencs at all the bomes mentioped
Mesls are perved on the porches, gll tightly scresned,
and thar also sre used as sleeping quarters when the
pightls are axtrs warm

Fios Flaces Listie Farther Out

Loyis C. Nash is ope of the Omaks mes who bas
gone & considerable distance from the cily to sslab-
It is built on the hill west of

lisk bis summer home.

Coffman, sod combines the pastoral features of farm
lfea with the moderz accoutrements of convenlesocs.
Mr. Nash snd bis family and guests can watch tha
lambkios gambol when they feal like it, or sat the
sweet, raw turnip fresh from the ground

Martin F, Reum bhas christened his coustry home
Pappio View. [t is locared on West Dodge street apd
is ons of the best types of suburban residence to be
found io the vicinity of Omaba A garags in keaping
with the character of the house is locatad in the rear,
and ip the basement of the residence Nr. Reum basa 8
bowling alley, where he can take regular axarcise to
suable him to shoulder & bea! without much diflculty.
. Miss Luey Harding, secretary of ths Board of
Trade building, makes chickens, pigeons. egge asad
garden truck the main festures of her place, Sevea
Oaks. on the hill weat of Florence. By combining
business with pleasure at her oountry place Miss Hard-
iog finds good living comes sasy

E Porter Peck erected s very fine country home
some years ago at Calboun. It is occupled by Lywan
Peck, and a wealth of magnificant sbkrubbery & the
maln landscape feature. Mr. Peck takes axcesding
pride in the high Erade of his bogs, bresding & great
many classy animals from one of the best strains

C W. Patrtridgs hss & handsome suburbag rest-
denoe & short dlstance north of Florenoe and i» fast
bringing his grounds into first-clase condition. Charles
Ady has & nice place cloge by

Move Countryward is Bileady.

This list by no means covers all of the sumBee
bome bullders, but It will sarve to ipdicate the scope
of the spreading-out movement that has csught the
fancy of Omaks men and women who have the means
to gretify their wasie io this direction. A great Raay
folks in various walks of life bave in recent years
bought suburbap property and are dwelling ig serene
comfort apd bhappicess io modest homes thay bhave
erected thereon. They cultivate gardens and devola
a good deal of sttention to poultry and orher light
branches of agriculture, as well as cultivating vide
yards, orchards. fiower beds. shrubs and vines A
surprising sumber of these Bomes off the maln trav-
eled routes are lighted by elsotricity szd boast water
syitems of thaeir own A drive throggh the sections
indicated will prove & decided plessure to agy persog
kaving the time and inclipation to make the trip.
Rural architeciyre is to be sesd on every hand |a
tasteful demonstration, and the immediate surround-
ings of the houses. large and small, are kept in & bhigh
state of cultivation and adornment




