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Business Houses Have

1911.
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ERS feit and acted like younsters at
the banquet given to Omabs traveling
men Friday night at the Auditerium.
Neither age nor activity seem to have
suy power to wither or make stale the
Jjoyous nature of the business booster.
The men who s6 strongly help
Omaha's reputation for falr deallng and
In every hamist and al every crossroads
B0 léws than I(n the wrban centers, had obe
feative gathering devoted exclusively to thelr
And such s kind! Clean, clever, well dressed, of
goodly presence and of s moet escallent lempar, the
thousasd or more travelers for Omaba houses who
participated (ook everr atom of plessure that keen
wit and quick mentality could possibly extract from
sual an odeasion.

Greeting to friends, warm neighborilness to new
asquaintances. story reminiscence, spiritual com-
masion of congenia) souls, ruled the hour. Goed
hamor was the keynots, business co-operstion and
commeraial sihijos the sublect of the wiks Men
ssasoaed by long yearn of frontier ehgagements re-
newed thelr sangulne youth in mixing with the boys
who have now taken thelr old routes in essier clreum-
stance; and the exuberant reeruits In the grest army
of commerce gained new Inspiration from this close
rubbing of eidows with the velerans whe blaged the
WAy and made the paths that have led o remarkable
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Good Cheer Warms Hearts.

“Nothing ke getling your feet under the table
with him If you want Lo get nest to & man,” says L.
P.oUttarback, piesidant of the Nebraska division of Lhe
Travelers' Protective association, and out of experi-
ence be has galned wisdow. His thought is but typicas
of the sentiment that was shroad at the big banguet.
No fulse pote wus Leard abl any stage, for these be
level hedaded warm hearted. atraight dealing men.
They kuow human zature to i8e core, yet never feel
they know It all To sew and lesra, to absord pros-
peets and make note of pessibilities, fs a8 much thelr
buslpess aa to sell goods; and they are ever looking
to the wider horizon. TRey sccepled the compliment
embodisd lu the bauquet in the same royal spirit in
which it was tendered apd the result was fully com-
pensatory of the hospitable effort

As the bosats of the evening stand for the biggest
and dest In Omaka’s commoercial life—are. for the
paligity of the whole structure of Nebragka sucoess—
ps the guests who broke bread with the Commersial
gludb represent the fleld forces that sxecuts platis and
gt resuits against every sort of competition. For
Nebraska asd the Bordering states offer a rich fleld
to the producer and the wholesslor, and every man of
oihe feld forte who gpoos from & local house has his
work cut owt for hlm. Singly and tegether they have

their fitness for the Jub; und a gathering such
a8 that of Friday evening cannot fall to key every
man up o s higher pitch of efficiency.

And as the Commercial ¢lgb stands for the busi-
pess crgadization that directs, so the two organtas-
tions In which the traveling mes are banded stand lor

the clossr personal fnterests of the men, asida from
their business reiationshiip. In this cosnedtion, some
figures will not be amiss. They are fratersal, benevs
olent and mutual: they belong to the memberas. Unity,
ekarity, temperance are thalr corserstones. and they
have growsn in prosperous measurs on this fouadation.

Something of the Travelers' Bocleties

The Order of United Commercial Travelers I
the sesler of the fwo. Organised In Columbus, Q. ia
March, 1858, It bhas grown lato & membership of
almost 60,000, It bas twenty-siz grand councls and
502 subordinate coundlls The grand councll of Nee
hraska has bow a membership of 1,607 members, and
Omahba council has 274 members. in Nebraska are
ten councils, the nine outside Omaha being located at
Lincoln, Beatrice, Hastings, Norfolk, Grand Island,
Fremont, Holdrege, Chadron and Columbus,

Fifteen men were on the charter list of Omaba
council, No. 118, formed in January, 1888: W, L. Me-
Gee, B E. Drew, O, E. Foster, R. H. Grotte, B, J.
Joseph, U. G. Beuls, James P. Brown, L. L. Boyd, R
M. Downey, E. L. Miller, J. G. Duboise, H. O, Fred-
ericks, W. O. Butta, C. W. Hinale, C. C. Patrick. Of the
churter members and first officers H. O. Fredericks
has been with his present house, Paxton & Gallagher
company, for twenty-five years; C. W. Hinsle, present
grafd counselior of Nebrasks, who bhas beld every
office of Omaha council and In spother year will
have held every office in the grand council of Ne-
brasks, has been with the McCord-Brady company for
twenty-nine years; the first secretary-treasurer of
Omabi council, C, C. Patrick, has held every office in
Omaha councll, s & member of the grand couneil of
Neghrasiks and has bees with the MeCord-Brady com-
yaay for over thirty years; W, L. M¢Gee has been with
bl present house, United States Supply eompany, for
thirteen vears; B M. Downey, first page of Omaba
council, has been with the Paxton & Gailagher com-
pany for over twenly vears

€. J. Miles is ihe only past supreme counselor
from the grand Jurisdietion of Nebraaka. He has held
all the offices !n Hastings council, In the grand coun-
cil of Nebraska and ln the supreme council

The United Commercial Travelors s thd only
pocret fraternel travellng men's orgupization Ia the
world. The present officers of Omaha council are:
James T. Hogan, senlor counselor; J H. Sinkular,
junior eoumselor; J. F. Griffin, past counsslor: B H.
Button, secretary-treasurer; E G. Harwood, condue-
ftor: W. W. Watt, page; W. A. Skalfe, sentinel; sxscu-
tive committes, R. F. Bacon, F. F. Osborn, F. F. Col-
vin, J. G. Robertson,

The Ugnlted Commercial Travelers' orgaalzation
bas pald indemnity and death claims in the last eleven
months of $356,939; and since its orgsalzstion has
paid out from the indemubity fund $3.023.599. From
the widows and orplhans’ fund !t has pald out §224.-
010, and kas now in the indemnity reserve fund §39%5,.-

151.
T. P. A of Wide Influence

The Travelers’ Protective assoclalion was organ-
tzed In June 1880, and in May Iest had & membership
of 40.581. indoemuitieas were pald for death and dis-
abilities to the amount of §276.477 for the year end-
ing May 1, 1910,

Omaba Post A was organised o April, 1898 wilh
about fifty members, aad that year entesrtained the
nationsl (unvention. The delegates were Lhe guesta
of the capesiticn mapagement o the oponing day,
and bave slways insfsted that, belng opened with
sdch & bunch of boosters present, it could not help
being the great suscess it was. Z T Lindsey was the
first state president, and the present membershklp al-
ways beary tribute Ly Als good work; likewiss to the
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excellent service rendersd in the early days of 18 ex-
fstence by the late Robert F. Hodgin, who wis l;lﬂ;'
tary of the state organisation and of Post A, &t m;
Walpl. now Belding a high shlaried position &s €0 .
missloner for the cusket and table manulacturers o
the country, with headgquarters in Chleago. &

The present officers of Post A wro: Albert t:
Hoag, president! James T. Hogan, vice president;
Chaties Moppst, secretary-treasureri dtnnt?rl. Hugo
Meleholy, ehairman; George E. Begeraw, N. ltu!:r
Brown, Walter W, Watt, Harvey J. Weeth, M. N.
w“"r:l‘:‘umnmuu pays a good deal of attention
to legisiative matters alfecting the interesis of trav-
eling men and the business world gsaserally. Railroad
rates, excess Daggage, good roads, botel laws, all en-
gage the Intérest of gpecial committees. It also is

IE.COAISWORTE
manp STCY

B M ANDERSON

Gala Night

W IHOORE - FPEIRBENDALL AND fo

committed to the work of abollshing loeal, state and
county llcenses exncted from commereinl travalers,
As it ls organized [ thirty-thres =tates. It will be
realized that the pulllng power exercised In these
matters is something to be reakoned with.

Recently the Nabraska division has takea up
sericusly the good roads movement and the question
of regulstion of publie utilizies. A special commits
tee was created, with Arthur O. Chase ss ohalrman.
Mr. Chaze is not biily s leading traveler, but & also
an enthusinstic motorist, and so knows what good
roads mean.

In an address delivered at the last annual bane
quet of the United Commeralal Tavelers L. W. Wake
ley, the wall-known rallroad mas, had (his to say,
touching the intarwoven interests of the common ears
riers and the commereial travelers:

“Relations between us are found wherever thers
is a mile of raliroad; in the sast, where tramsporia-
tion and trade conditions ars more settled, our prob-
loma have beenn falrly solved, and each has recognised
the need of the other; as we advance toward the west,
let us stop where we Are—at the Missour! river——and
give some thought te that region extending to the
Continental divide, In which you are bulldiag up the
fortunes of your flrms.

“The west is naw; by that | mean so much of it
ia growing In population, tillage, wealih aand rallway
mileage that evefy year gives a new aspect to its trade
possibllities, and adds to the shifting eommercial
situation the disturbing element of competition from
rival looalities. In such a growing country, whers
the contést among you In intense to secure a grip on
this few waalth, where man outwits man, ecapital
matches capltal, competing citles Invoke the efforts of

“Something in the World Besides Business” |

ERE'S the best letler I ever recelved,
that 1 remember,” sald one of the most
prominent and prosperous of the
younger wholesalers of Omaha "It Is
so different from the ordinary letter a
man gets, even rrom an intimate friend,
that Its contents have given my mind a
new birth almost. 1 Bave shown It to a few intl
mate friends, and it has lmpressed them ia the same
way.”

The letter waa written on the statlonery of a Sloux
City business house, snd was as follows:

“The yearly Christmas clock of time is about ©
resel off another record of all kinda of things, good,
bad and indifferent. The season has Deen s Lusy oue

Base Trade

She walked into a shoe store and sald to the polite
elerk:

“You may show me a palr of walking boots, No. 4.
I ased to wear 3's, but I go in for solid comfort mow."

“Strange,’’ she murmured, "It must be rheuma-
tsm. Try 4's. B width. 1 know 1 ¢an swim in them,
but my feet are s0 tender.”

While the clerk was getting them oo ahe sald:

“] osed to have such s beautiful foot, not small,
but such a good shape. | never had a small foot, but
I wore 24 mize for years, uotil [ walkad so much and
grew heavier.™

“Your foot Is a pecullar abape; the instep I» s0
high—that is why you require a lurge size,” sald the
clerk, who had no fesr of Ananias before his eyes,

‘I've heard,” she said, “that the Venus dee Me-
dewchy wears Mo, §, and she s & model of true propor-
toa.

“Exactly,"” sald the clerk, growing red in the fuce

aa he pulled and tugged to get them on. He had
never heasd of “dee Medeochy.” But Be waa up to a
trick or two Bimael! After all,” e mid, "these are

oo large. You'll fing the 4's Just right.™

He was only gose a moment, but la what time he
bad ernsed 5 E from the inslde of a pair of shoes snd
substituted 4+ B

“There, [ thought It was sirange ™ she sald, when
they were oa and paid for; “why, those are Just as
easy as my oid ones. [ believe 1 could Just as wall
bave 3's, after all.”

Azd the young-map-without-a-conscience went
back to bis dutlea with the slr of cne well satisfied
with himself —Lowell Bun

—ihe twelve months past You have done more busi-
nésd; you bave dons building, and so have we. We
have both doue & whole lot of things, and 1 belisve
we have builded and negotisted within the honest
limitations of the law; and I also believe that we have
both made some profit out of it all. We have had
another year's experience; we are a little older, but
still, by gosh, we're In the ring—a little riper, but
carrying no spots of mold.

“We're on the eve of Xmas time and, with the ex-
ception of poor Diaz, the whole world seems at peace,
proaperous and happy. What a great record! And
you and I, descendanias of a once terribly oppressed
race, reduced from the king row of kings to the hill-
side peasantry; denled even lhe heritage of a coun-
try; brothers to the wandering Jew—find ourselves
in the rank and flle of a posterity transplanted, rein-
carnated, unquestlonably acknowledged an integral
part, understanding and speaking the language of &
world's citizenship the parallel of which has pever
been recorded in the annals of history. That's what
you and | mre—twentieth century Americans, and,
notwithstanding all this great bundie of happloess
which we can justiy call our own, it (s funny to real-
lze—and still i2's true—that we are oot wholly with-
out some Jittls concern and an anxious yearsing for
the weifare of the cnes that are gone, that endured
the reverse of what you and I enjoy, played thelr
part and went thelr way

“It was in those old fellows that the spirit of de-
termination was engendered; determination to shed
the yoke of oppression; and that spirit of determina-
tion has grown—it has been handed down the line to
you and 1 In fact, the royal yoke of Europe has in-
flicted o treatment geoerally which has driven the
oppressed to this great land of ours, hence the great
progreas which we Americans give demonstration of
before the world in general.

"The Melting Pot of old civillzations, every ecoun~
try on earth makes its contribution, sad ocut of It all
we have a new man, 8 06W country, new oportunities,
new ldeas all governed by the Stars sand Suripes
What & grand spectacle! And to think, D—, you and
I Uviag n middle sge in the midst of it all. Great,
eh' And fust two anights before Xmaa tlme

“This s a lttle bit long: but ‘pebaw, there is
something else in the world besides Lusiness. | am
glad o be knowing you—I am pleased over your suc-
cess—I prize the good name you have—I wish you
and your wife and all In wham you are Interested.
A Merry Xmas and A Happy New Year.”

The letter is dated December 13, and It is almost
neadless o add that both the writer and the reciplent
e descundanis of the Iriah kicgs

CEOWTRACY -2 E.SMITE ¢o.

their politiclans to secure a monopoly of this sew
trade over rival markets, whers the railroads are try-
ing to adjust these conflieting (nterests, and yvet sarm
dividends and a surpius to kaep thelr property from
decay, It Is natural that conditiona ars restless and
unsettled. When we refiect on the relations botween
Us, we enter a fleld of complex features. Our relations
Up to date are really Immature; we have been to-
gether out west but a few years, after all. Where
there are no railroads thers are no travellng men,
there are no reiations, and there are among us here
4 number who can remember such a condition in the
west: with but thirty miles of railroad in ‘85 between
the Missouri river and the divide. the traveling man
Sppeared, and, true to tradition, started thiags going.™

Will Keep Things Humming

And the travelers insist that things are still go~
Ing and will continue to go. ‘““There Iz no liveller
clags of men working for the weat, or for any other
part of the country,” sald Secretary Hopper. “We are
always glad to co-operate in the endeavor to make
things right where they appear to be wrong; and the
utlerances of a man like Mr. Wakeley are sure to have
8 most excellent effect ™

The travelers felt they were entitled teo take
some measure of seli-congratulation when Mr. Wake-
ler sald in the same address:

“In those grand tables representing the wealth of
this nation, we Bave seen the figures representing
Nebraska's wealth and prodacts go from nothisg to
billions. We have lived through the disasters of bhot
winds, grasshoppers, bad flnance and lgnorant farm-~
log methods. We bhave seen the waves of immigra-
tion roll back upon lncoming tides, and send abroad
their lamentations against thils disconsolats land. We
have seen the west at Limes sctually stopped in the
momentum of i's advance, and hang in the balance
through long and disastrous years, but we had to
stay with It

“We both know this country; we have more than
Gnce nearly starved together In It. We have bullt our
Ilnes over hundreds of miles of plains and desart,
where our earliest revenue came from the traveling
man following quickly Lo stock up his enly customsr,
the section boss' family, with & full lne of mother-
hubbards and blue jeans. In short, if there are ALy
two Individuals out west whom boyhoeod Legualnianogs
ship should bind together with ties of sympathetic re-
gard, It |s the Nebraska travellng man and the Ne-
brasks rallroad. Besides a fellowship built up through
the years that marked the poverty of the west, thers
should be between us & mutusl support In thess days
of Its prosperity

“Now, when we speak of relations, let me add a
reference to the most important relatiocs of all—your
own—and when you bid farewell to your Tamily and
0 roaming over the west, on all kinds of tralng, by
day and through the stormy night, let us hope, as
you return safe, bappy and in recogaizable condition
to those for whom you have uadergone these hard-
ships of saparation, that you wiil Bive falr consldera-
tion o the organisstions that, with all their resources
and intelligence, have guarded every foot of your
movement by rall.”

The travelers are pretty unanlmous in tha recag-
nition of the fact that the rallroad and COmmercinl
organizations are the sirong arms of the busineas
body of the country; snd they wuke s large and gen-
mmum‘.uhuwmmm
section of that bedy, |



