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ERICHO-—Have you heard of the excavas
tlons which the Austrigns are makiog
awhy out hefe on the edge of the Jor-
dan? They have dlscovered the site of
old Jericho, and are digging up the
walls which fell down st the blast of
Joshua's trumpet. The place i just about
fourteen miles from Jerusalem as the crow flles, It llea
on a little plateau, right under the mountain upon
which it is sald our Lord was tempted by the devil and
promised the world. It is about three miles from
the present town of Jericho, where 1 am stopping,
and within easy mccesa of it by foot, horeée or car-
risge. 1 have speht a day with the excavators. There
are 300 peasant men and women Igging up the
ruins and the Austrians have laid down a raillway to
carry the dirt outside the walls. They are using
steal cars, pushed by hand. They are findlog all
sorts of relies and are unearthing new historical facts.

The work began sbout three years sigo under the
{Austrian minlstry of education and the uncovering
of the mounds showed the remains of a great fortress
city, which was undoubtedly the Jericho of Canaan,
This lles on a plateau, surrounded by great walls,
some of which are of stone. It had Inner walls and
s citadel and was flanked with strong towers, The
heart of the city was about 1,200 feet long and H36

feet wide.
The Houses of Old Jericho.

Many of the houses have been unearthed. 1 have
walked through streets which were In use when
Moses and the lsraelites were wangdering in the
wilderness and have tramped up and down staircases
of clay which were built hundreds of years before
Christ. In one of the bulldings, which ls supposed
to bave been made 2,700 years ago, there was found
an uncovered court yard. The house soems to have
been abandoned during a fire and for some reason or
other It was left in a better condition than ‘most of
the others. It contatned a red sandstone mill for
meal grinding and water vesscls of varlous shapes.
It bad plates and| jugs and also lsmps and iron ves-
sels with handles of deer horn.

In going through the ruine I tramped over bush-
ela of pottery broken in pleces. 1 saw waler Jays
chipped and cracked. They had play corks as big as
& tomatb, with & hole through the center. There
are hundreds of these cvorks lying on the ground,
There are also stone mortars which were used lor
grain grinding, and the remains of s&wmphorae, or
huge Jars with necks and slde hendles, which were
buried In the earth and kept to hold wine or grain,
The most of the poltery s covered with a white
glage, and some of it has vertical stripes of yellow
painted upon it

As to the bulldings the stone walls are bullt with-
out angles, the eracks belng filled In with smaller
stones. The wprk was done with tools of bronze,
and that some of it dates back beyond history. The
heart of the city s on an egg-shaped plateau Just
above the plain of the Jordan. So far about $8,000
bas been expended on the work,

A Magnificent City.

It is difficult In wandering through these ruins
of mud, brick and rough stone to realize that Jericho
was & magnificent city. The one of Joshun was not
s0 in our sense of the word, although it coverell a
large area and was thickly populated. There cre no
remnants of great marble columns and It is sald that
that Jericho had dissppeared long before Christ came
and that another had taken its place sityated in this
same Jordan. valley, The Jericho of Christ had &
theater, & circus and & university., It ranked with
Jerusalem as one of the Important places In Pales
tine. It was surrounded by irrigated gardens and
wai known as the city of palms. 1t had grown up
In Roman times and Mark Antony thought so much
of It that he gave it n8 4 present to Cleoputra, who
collected quite & revenue from the balsam groves
near there which furniahed the gum of commerce
Cotton was ralsed hers at that time and this region
was then & winler resort for Jerusalem, Herod the
Greal had palsces in Jerioho and it s sald thst he
died here, although bo was buried\ somewhers pear
Hebroa. .

We know that our Savior came to Jericho, aud
bere He hoealed the blind. He did uot stay in the
eity, but dwelt outside in the house of Zauccheus, who
was & collector of taaes for the Romsn government.
and therefore not popular with the Jews
Caccheus the dwarf,

I refer to
He was so short he feared he

would not he able to sse the Chriat over the heads of
the crowd, and, as you remember from the verse in
the old primer:

Znccheus he,
Did ¢limb a tree,
His Lord to see.

City of Joshua and Rahab.

These old rulns represant not the city of Christ's
time, but the one of Joshua and Rahab. You remem-
ber Rabab, the falr lady who was not so good as she
ghould be, who lived upon the walls of Jericho, and
who hid Joshua's spies under the stalks of flax which
she had stored up on her roof. Bhe told them of the
terror which prevalled in the city over the possible
invasion of Joshua and made them promlise to save
her when Jericho was taken. The sples erranged
with her that she should tle some red thread to the
bars of her window, when her house would be sgpared.
Bhe then let them down by a cord through the win-
dow, rnd they escaped and reported to Joshua, That
Was & good dax’s work for Rabab. The promise of
the spies was carried out by the Israelites and Rahab
was not only preterved, but she married one of the
princes of Judah, a man named Salmon, and thereby
became one of the most famous women of the ances-
tral tree of the Israeliten. Bhe was the mother of
Boaz, who was the husband of Ruth, and King David
was one of her great-grandchildren. On the next
step of her genealogical ladder we find King Solomon,
and away down the conturies comes the name of
Joseph, the husband of Mary, and of the family of
Christ. In the first chapter of Matthew you will find
the generations from Abraham to the birth of our
Bavior, and In them are mentloned the names of only
fous women, namely, Thamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bath-

sicba, 1he mother of Solomon, who had been the wife
of Urinh

At the Fountain of Elisha.

Right uuder old Jericho where these people are
wurking is the fountain of Elisha, which the prophet
made sweel by throwing salt into it. It Is not far
from the spot where he was mocked by the children
who cried after him, “Go up, thou bald head.”
“Thereupon,” says the Beriptures, “the prophet
turned and cursed them in the name of the Lord.
And there came forth two she bears out of the woods
and tare forty, and two childron of them."

It 15 sald that the place where Elijah was carried
up in a whirlwind to Heaven was not far from Jericho
and on my way down here from Jerusslem I gaw the
cave in which that prophet Is sald to have been fed
by ravens. It is in the Wady Kelt, a great dry, rocky
canyon with walls many feet high. The cave ia »
fow mlles from Jericho, half way up the side of the
Eorge, nnd fu partly hidden by a monastery which the
Grevks have bullt at that place,

In the Wilderness of Judea.

Bat let me tel} you bhow 1 came down to Jericho.
The way from Jerusalem through the wilderness of
Judes, one of the roughest and stonlest lands of the
world. There is but little green Lo be seen and the
glare is Intense. The dust of the road is of lime-
Stone and chalk, and it is so thick that it gets into
Your eyes, mouth and nostrils, The road Is the chilef
highway from the Jordan to the Holy Clty, and It is
traveled by thousands. The traflic was even greater
In the time of Christ, for the Jordan valley was then
coverad with' irrigated farms and the rich men of
Jerusuiem had their winter homes here

I left Jerusalem in a carrisge, golug out through
the Damascus gale, crossing the valley of Jehosophat
and skirting the Garden of Gethsemane st the foot of
the Mount of Olives. A little farther on we passed
& slanghter house, in which all the animals eaten in
Jerusalem are killed, and then, mounting the hills,
came to the village of Bethany

My carringe was an easy victoria drawn by three
Arabian horses and the coachman was a Byrian Jehu,
with hair us red and & face as fair as my own. 1 had

& Turkish soldier with we to keep off the robbers. He
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was furnished by the government of Jerusalem al a
cost of §3, and is under the direct command of the
sheik here at Jericho. This soldler carries a gun and
sword, and he goes ahead, nominally to clear the road.
Every party I met on the way had similar soldlers,
and this included the Russian pligrims as well as
hunters from Jerusalem on their way for game in the
lands beyond the Jordan.

At the Tomb of Lazarus.

1 stopped at Bethany to look at Lazarus' tomb,
and as I did so was reminded of what Mark Twain
sald, namcly, "“That he would rather sleep in the
tomb than in any other house in the place.” The
Bethany of today is a dirty, ragged village of forty
or fifty stone huts inhabited perhaps by 300 people.
The houses stand on the gide of a hill, being bullt one
over the other. The people are small farmers who
have patches of stony land and lHitle orchards of olives
and figs, They have cows and make butter for Jeru-
salem. They are all Mohammedans and all beggars
crying for backsheesh.

Entering the town, 1 took a look at the tomb. It
is a sort of cavern cut out of limestone and entered
by stecp steps. 1t belongs to the Franclscan monks,
and they often say muass there.

The house of Mary and Martha in which Christ
stopped, Is said to have been in an inclosure which is
now full of brambles and wild cactus. There 18 no
bullding left, although the guides point out & pile of
stones which they say was once a part of the wall.

On the way to Bethany I wus shown the site of the
fig tres which was cursed by the Bavior and from then
on naver bore fruit. There are many fig trees found
in most parta of the Holy Land. 1 was on the road
to Bethany that Christ mounted the colt which car-
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ried him on his trinmphant marech to Jerusalem.

SBhoruy after I left Bethany 1 saw a curious sight
by the roadside. This wae a man leaning backward
over o great gray boulder and rubbing himself vio-
lently upon it. There were souie stones on top of the
rock and I observed that the man added another stone
to the pile, and that he kissed the rock as he left. I
asked my guide the secret of his actions, Je replied:
“That stone s called the father of rocks, and it is said
to be a sure cure for lumbagoe and backache. The
people here think that anyone go afllicted will be
oured if he can rub his sore spot against it. I am
told that those who believe in the cure can rub them-
selves into a state of good health,

The Good Samaritan Inn.

A litt,a farther on I stopped for a bottle of ginger
fop and & cracker at the Good Samaritan Imn, which
stands on the traditional site where lay the man who
fell among thieves, when the Pharlsee passed him by
on the other side. It I8 right on the road about half
way from Jerusalem to Jericho, There was a crowd
in the inn while I walted, and among them a Syrian
peasant, who had been robbed by a party of Bedouins.
The man was covered with wounds and was crying
and sobbing as he told how he had been attacked, and
the money which he had jusi received from the sale
of some sheep gtolen from him. This country 18 very
unsife and no one who has money dares travel alone.
All the way to the Jordan I have met little caravans

on their way to Jerusalem, In every party there
wera gome men with guns on their backs, The guns
were often old-fashloned flintlock muskets. 1 passed

some donkey trains takirg bags of charcoal from be-
yond the Jordan, and & caravan of camels, each of
which bore two great bags of wheat sglung over his
back. The drivers of both donkeys and camels were

Kernels of Gold in _Story of Corn

Nebraska jumped from ffth to fourth place this
year among the leading corn-producing states. The
total corn crop of this state s given a value of
$109,308,848, for 207,948,000 bushels. The crop of
1009 amounted to 194,060,000 bushels. There was,
on November 1, & difference of 10 cents & bushel in
At that date last year
the price was 82.2 centa & bushel, this year 62.6 cents
A bushel,

Illinois still leads in corn production, with 413,-
761,000 bushels—the largest in the history of the
state. The total v_alue of the crop was $§217,633,000,
That is about doubfe the farm valne of all the to-
bacco ralsed In the United States in one year.

Iowa 18 the zecond corn state this yoar, ns It was
in 1908, The Hawkeye orop of 1010 awmounted to
343,979,000 bushels, worth §180.833 854. Its crop

price against this year's corn.

An Oversight

Stene—A crowded rallway carriage
Bald-headed, Pompous Old Mun
Talk about the poor In England; It's their
own fault. Now, just 'look at me, | am 8 self-made
man, and proud to say so0 I started with nothing
but brains, and look at me now
Stuttering Man in Corner iwho is seen endeavoring
to speak)—What d-d-do you call yoursell—a sel-sel-
self-made man?
Pompous O1d Man-—-Yes
Can you contradict me?
Stuttering Maun—Ob, n-n-ne.  Ouly | thought that
if you were a pel-gel-self-made man, why the d-d-dick-
ens didn't you-you-you put gsome hair on your head?
Collapse of bald-headed, pomipous old man.—Tit-
Biis,

(addressing pas-

Bengers)-

girt—a self-made man.

last year amounted to 289,800,000 bushels. The In-
c¢rease was about 53,000,000 bushels.

Misgour{ retained third position, the 1910 crop
amounting to 270,994,000 bushels as compered with
£14,840,000 in 1509. The 1810 crop is worth §142,-
542.844. ‘The Increase amounted to nearly 567,000,
000 bushels.

Indlana, which was fourth ia 1909, took Ne-
braska’s former position and dropped to #fth place
fn 1910, with a crop of 201,845,000 bushels, as com-
pared with 186,520,000 in 1809, The value of the
1910 erop is $106,270,470.

These are the five states which ralsod more than
200,000,000 busghels each, and more than $100,000,-
000 worth of the yellow grain. The others in the
100,000,000-bughel cluss are:

Texas (gixth), 181,083,000; eighth in 1808, with
122,250,600 bushels.

Kansas (seventh), 169,328,000 bushels;
1609, with 154,225,000 bushels

Ohlo (eighth), 143,855,000 bushels;
1909, with 153,002,000 bushels,

Kentucky (ninth), 104,075,000 bushels:
1908, with 103,472,000 bushels

Tennessee (tenth), 96,256,000
in 1909 with 78,660,000 bushels

Oklahomsa (eleventh), 92,852,000 bushels;
fn 1908, with 101,150,000 bushels.

The towal corn crop of (he country this year
3.121,381.000 bushels. It 18 worth
$1.641,846,408, AL the 1909 price It would be worth
1,941,498, 682, or nearly $100,000,000 more. Though
the constiser may not be able to ses exactly where he
£300,000,000, the farmer can oaslly seeo

sixth in
seventh In
ninth in

bushele; eleventh

tenth

nmownts to

saves that
where he doesn't get 1L

The fact that Soulth Dakotd raised 66,621,000
bushels of corn n 1910 may be & surprise to manv
who look upon that state as o wheat and flax state
aud too far north for corp

The eorn crop of the sntire country, worth §1,641,-
§46.4068, exveeds the combined values of the hay crop,
tha whest crop and the potato crop by pearly $100.-
000,000,

A TORAISH SOLDIER

armed. They had come from tha land of Moab aud
were now going up througn Judea.

The Mount of Olives in 1910.

1 spent several hours on the Mount of Olives be-
fore starting on my way to the Jordan., This moun-
tain is 200 feet higher than the hilla upon which
Jerusalem stands. It is directly opposite Jerusalem
being separated from it by the valley of Jehosaphat
or Kendron, and it can be easily reached on horse-
back, by carriage or on foot. Theroe are good wagon
roads up the Mount of Olives, and most of the holy
places are now visited by carriages

The Mount of Olivea Is rapldly changing with the
prosperity which s coming to Palestine, Ite slopes
are now enltivated, the rocks are being picked up and
Iaid In stone fences, and the cleared spots planted to
c¢rops and to orchards. There wére many olive or-
chards on this mount in the days of the Savior, and
He came here frequently to get away from the crowds
of the city. The soil seems fertile and the” orops
upon the mountain glow luxuriantly, There are
many green patches of wheat, barley and oats and
here and there are carob trees, on which hung the
pods which furnished the food for the prodigal son
when he ate with the swine.

Among the Carmelite Nuns.

The Mount of Olives is now spotted with churches
and chapels. It has monasteries and convents, a
great Russlan church and several hosplees, Including
the one which {8 now being bullt by Augusta, the em-
press of Germany. One of the most Interesting of
these institutions {8 a Carmelite nunnery, which has
been bullt over the epot where tradition says Christ
taught the Lord'es Prayer to Iis disciples. The
chureh is ecalled *"The Church of the Lord's Preyer,”
gnd it has in its court tablets finscribed with the
prayer in thirty-two different languages. 1 visited
the chapel of the nuunery, where prayers go up every
day and night, and every hour of the day all the year
through. The nuns so divide their time that one is
always praying. They kneel behind a screen and are
not to be seen by visitors. This church is one of the
quietest and most solemn of all in the Holy Land, and
it s a rellef to enter it, coming from Lhe nolsy scenes
which take place about the Holy Sepulcher.

The Carmeilte nuns are devout. They do not go
out of the nunnery except it be absolutely necessary,
and when they walk in Its garden they wear such
heavy vells that they have to hold them out from thelr
faces to see where they are golng., My gulde tells
me that each nun digs her own grave and that when
about to dle she is dressed In her graveclothes and
laid out in the church In order that she may pass away
there.

The Garden of Gethsemane.

I shall not take you to the Chapel of the Ascension
near the nununery, nor show you the spot im its floor
which looks llke a footprint, and I8 sald to be where
the foot of the Savior asconded to
heaven, The chapel belongs to the Mobammedans
and is let out at times to the Christians it wiil be
more Interesting for us to vjeit the Garden of Geth-
semane, which lies at the foot of the Mount of Olives,
just off the Jericho road It ig gurrounded by a wall
of vellow llmestone, twelve féet In helgut and about
four fest In thickness. On the outside of It in the
shade of the wall a score of lepers hold out their
hands for alms a8 we pass. They are dlrty and Althy
and the disease hns made them disgusting Bome
have no fingers, some no noses and one holds out &
tin can which is tied to the stump of her wrist, the
hand baving dropped off

The gprden goes up the side of the mountain 1t
I8 almost sguare, with a width of something like 300
foet It does not cover two Rores and I8 cul up into
flower beds bordered by lnverted beer and wine bot-
tles. 1t has elght old olive trees, pansied of all shades
of the rainbow, beautiful
The

rested before He

nnd other Howers There

areé also cypress trees garden bhelongs (o the
Franciscan monks, who open the gihte as we knock
The gate I8 & mere bole In the wall, 80 low that all

who enter must sioop It is closed by an iron door,
upon which & round, black iron bar ten ipches tong
serves an & knocker

Just back of the entrance 1o the garden 18 & lodgs
of limestone upon which the diseiples are sald Lo have
plept during the night of the ngony, and perhaps 100
feet farther away stands a column which truditipn
says marks the spot where Judus betrayed Chriat with
n kise Both of thess places have Deen
by the lips of thousands of pilgrims
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