TRAGIC MYSTERIES OF LIFE

T: Ba Found in the Annual Disappearssos
of Thousanda

VANISH FROM HOME, FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Amaxing Records of People Lost In
the Grand Canyon of ObhMvion—
Cariowns and Pathetic In-
stances Melated,

lore than 600 persons annually Jdisap-
j=ar in the United Blates and are never
Leard from agaln At firet hlush the as-
sertion seems lneredibles, but police statis-

» furniah confirmation. The actual fig-

% based oo & oconservative ocalcule-

are even more alarming than thome
“n.  In faet, the reports of the poiice de-
riments of the larger cities show that in
¢ twelve months just paassd 16008 of the
pernome who dissppearsd during the Year
were never reported as found; but the
«tirewd pollos officers, accustomned Lo the
cocentricities of human nature, are of the
pinjon that the return of many thousands
of these persons, through shame or Indif-
{ererca, WAl Dever reported at polioe head-
fgquarters. But even after making allowance
for thia feature of the omse, it I8 reascnably
certain that more than 000 parsons were
swallowed up In oblivion,

The tragedies of real Ife hidden wilhin
these pecullar oasex, If they could but be
brought to lght, would rival many of the
novels penned by the world's greatest writ-
ers. No subject that can he imaginad has
such welird fascination as that of the thou-
sandes and thousands who have gone down
this grand canyon of obllvion

It would be possible to fill many pages
with the absorbing stories of thest curious
cassg, but nearly every reader of the news-

|
|

papers, whether he live in village, town or |

city, Ia probably soquaintsd with some in-
stance of the kind conoerning either friend
or relative. Men and women who have lost
all they have treasured most in Nfe in thia
manner go about vacantly, numbly, ever
waiting for the return of the missing one—
a dream that pever comes trus.

Piaing for a Lost Son.

At this very day & gray-halred and onoe
broad-abouldered chemist whose dally buwsi-
ness is transacted in the heart of the Philn-
deiphia financial district, s pining away for

loss of & son who strangely disappeared
va than twenty years age. The son ‘was
1 on the eve of man's sstate. He was a
18] of all & 20on ahould be. He was bright,
niislligent, ambitious and looked forward
to & successlul career In life. One evening
he bade his parents goodby, with the in-
tenthon of vieiting a friend in another sec-
tion of the clity; and he never returned
home again. Who can imagine ‘the fright-
ful anxiety, the fever of unrest that has
perpetually haunted the father since that
‘!llt‘flﬂ day? Great ahocks
tragedies and even the awful calamities
of life can be met and endured by strong
wilin; but the harassing uncertalnty such
as surrounds a case of this kind eats Into
the heart and wears away body and mind

What can be sald of such an unwritten
tragedyT Whore is the boy? In he dend?
1s he aliveY Who can t«]17 If by & miracle
of chince he should be in the land of the
living and these lines greet his eye, he
mny have the certainty that one word from
him containe sufficient power to dispel the

porrow of a lUfetime—that a brief message

from him may enable a grief-stricken par-
ent to die In peace.

Instances of this kind could be readily
multiplisd. BSome through the publicity
given them In the dally press become fami-
liar to the majority of the people. Count-
irse others never go farther than the fire-
side of those who are left behind to mourn
ithe loms of the missing ones. A short time
ag0 & bhrave-hearted, seafaring man died in
the suburhs of Phlladelphia—died of
broken heart, it was freely paid by those
who knew him best. Neariy three decades
before hix curly headed boy, the apple of
bis eve, had mysteriously disappearsd. A
eareful search falled to discover him
Money, time, energy. everything that could
be offered up was freely sacrificed In a
ceaselesn endeavor to learn of the where-
abouts of the boy: but all In vain. The
father searched the four corners of the
carth, only to meet with repeated and never
ending disappolntment. The Charley Ross
cape—for to wuch Is reference made—crented
& grest penmation In its day and hour: but
now similar disappearances are part of the
dally, weekly and monthly reports of the
swolive, and odd to say, they go almost un-
Swtiosd except by the handful of persons
¥Lo are directly interested.

Unsolved Mysteries,

Tha police and detective agencies prids
themselves quite properly upon the thor-
oughness of thelr systems; but thers are
wome mysteries which seem to be beyond
Lelr power and which eventually are laid
234e In that monumental dust pile of his-
ory labeled “TUnsolved Mysteries.” A brief
Tiance at the methods employed by these
bl agencies will give an idea of the
ulties which beset the searchers after
sring ones,

For instance, a father or mother hurries
into & poillos station and informs the no-
thoritles that a brother or cousin has dis-
appeared fraom home, and that no trace of
himi has been seen for many days. The first
rep i to obtaln & complete desoription of
the missing man, and aftsr that an at-
tempt is made to learn of his dally habits
and mode of ife—this with & view of fAnally
reaching those with whom it has been his
custom 10 assoclata. The description s
printed on eirculars and in the newspapers,
and i»s likely to read something Hke the
following:

"Missing—A man of medium hedght, about
@ years of age, dark hair and dark mus-.
tache. When last seen was attired in &
dark sult of clothing. with a brown denjy
hat, red necktie and & dark overcoat.™

Now, put the sentinels on Broadway in
Manbhattan, on Chestnut, street in Phila-
deiphin, on Penneylvania avenue in Wash-
ington, on Charles strest In Raltimore, oh
Emithfield wstreet in Pittsburg. on Slate
rireet In Chioage and on Market street In
Bt lLouis And how many men answering
this description will pass a given point in
the course of & business day? Thousanda,
you will say. and rorrectly: for the chances

are that there will be A perfect wilderness | gune

of men In brown hata, red ties and dark
coats going up and Adwn these populous

thoreughinmes from GAwn il ansk of earh | peen tricked

day. Hence the sxtfeme difMculty of ltcaling
missing ones in many instances. 1If they
have some paculinr characteristics such as
o scar on the cheek, & fAnger off aither hand
or & pecullar Ump In their galt, the work of
the dlsappearance detective ls made much
canjer
Police Statistios,

A glabor st the police statistios In a few
of the l»ading cities shiows the ever growing
extent of the "dlsappearance habit.” In the

vy of New York during 'he last year L4S
persans ware reported Lo the police aa miss-
ne Of this number T8 mturned to thelr
wa, jeaving 4 sijll missing or unac-
ted for. In Philadelphia Auring the
ome period 1.9 persons were reported an
ssing Of this number LES returned to
it homes, savihg B who were still in
the jand of the missing 1o Bostom during
1" year 411 persons were reported ks mise-
tnd JE of theae were afterward locatea,
ng e saaccountsd for. This pereent-

f unexblained cases b larger In pro-
wm than sither New York or Philadel-

et Superintendeot Pelroe I of the

n that & number of those persons ™
i | a8 minsng afterward sought toelr

unexpected |

|
1

| this remarkable disappearance. Bpecial offl-

| the newspapers.”

homes and the friends or relatives neglected
to notify the police of the fact
Ivpartmental detectives generally speak
with disdain of the suppesed skill of Eber-
lotk Holmes—ip It because of that famous
Aetectiive's covert attacks on thelr methods?
~hiit &t thmes they do not hesitate to em-
ploy the tactics of the celebrated English.

man. Under ceriatln conditions, therefore,
“missing” cases Are susceptible to the the.
ory of deductisn For Instance, If a bum-

ness mAn ruddenly leaves his peiatives and
friends and associntes, It s the mo=t fint-
ural thing In the worid to st once begin an
Investigation of his hecounts for the pur-
poss of discovering If anything In wrong,
and in the majority of cases somelling

found decidedly wrong. Again, If & young
girl who s surrounded with all that should
tmake her home lifs destrable mystertously
lNu en the paternal roof. the gquestion Is m

nee anked: Had she a lowe affair? And
lr-_. paven chnes out of ten It s proved that
phe had & Jove affalr. 1f & child dlsappeare
utider peculiar elrtumstances, the query un-

connciously comes to the lips, was it an ab- ;
duction® Are her parents wealthy? And if
s, mre they the mort of people that w(.uﬁd'

|

b lik=ly to offer o ransom for the return
of thelr child? Usually such s the case
Finally, when nene of those theories can be

rucerssfully applied to the cass of A minsing
person, a last final reason ¢ & poasible
mental dlsturbance on the part of the one
that has disappeared. In such oases Lhe
finding of the missing one {8 & task beset |
with many AlMculties, Instances have been
known where guch persons have traveled |
amund the glohe befors finally roaching |
home and frienda
Pathos mad Comedy,

But, as already indicated, there are still
ather cases where {t has heen utterly !m-[
possitile to suggest a theory or reason for |
the Alsappearance, and where it has been
rqually impossible tn 8nd the remotest clues
that would lead to the recovery of the o=t
It is one of the significant features of
existence that a register for the
purposs of filing the names of the missing
ahould now be a feature of the police de.
pariments of every Important city

Put all these cases of the sirangely mins-
ing are not 1o be plased In the category of
tragedion, Sometimes they are broad come-
dlen. and fn other Instances farces of a |
roaring kind. To Musrate;

Beene, police station, 8 o'cleck in the #ven-
ing. Enter a woman, very pale and terribly
apitated. Flouse sergeant comes o the desk |
and says:

“Madam, what can I 4o for youT |

She replied. in trembiing tomes:

“My husband laft home last night and has
not yvet returned. I am sure that something
horrible has happened to him, It is the first

me

modern

time in his life that ha has evin =tayed
out all night I feel that he has b mur-
dered for his money: or, if not lered,

that he has met with some dreac.ul nccl-
dent.™

The police Immediately obtain a complate
description of the missing man. and 1t is
telegraphed to every one of the fifty or
sixty station houses In the city. and every
ene of the several hundred policemen in
each of the forty or more station houses s
instructed to bend all of his energy towand
the discovery of this murdersd or accldent- |
ally injured man. Not satisfied with that, |
the dAescription i wired on to each of the
leading cities, and the polios foree in all |
of these citles are set at work to ferret out ‘

cfTE ATe sent ta the various ferries and rafl-
road stations, with instructions to make in-
quiries regarding a man answering the de-
seription of the Jost one. Finally the cor-
oner's office is notified, and then, when ev.
err possible bit of machinery has been set
in motion. the officer at the subsation lolls
back In hin armchalr and awsits results

The results come much quicker than has
been anticipated,

Beene: Bame station house, next day, 10
A m Enter gentleman with flushed face
and a breath that would dve sggs. The fur
on his high silk hat rubbed the wrong way,
eravat dlsarranged, and top ocoat very much
wrinkled. He walks up to the desk and
raye in a husky whisper, looking very much
abashed all the while:

1 beg pardon. but | wish you would call
off the ssarch for the missing man adver-
tisnd in clreulars that have besn posted on
ull of the teloagraph poles and published In

*Why?' asks the house sergeant,

“Because.’”” replied the visitor, looking
very shesplsh and keepdng hls eyes on the
ground, T am the missing man.”

The sergeant s about 10 vent his fTeelings
in & volley of profanity, but changes his
mind at ths last moment and burets into & |
roar of laughter

“What was 1t?" he asks significantly.

The other man, still looking shefhish, an-
Fwere In A weak volee and In abbreviated |
senitences that appear like vocal shorthand

“Poker—champagne—good  fellows—adidn‘t
know so late—oversiept and so on.”

It may ssem unbelievable. but it s & fact
that the number of persons actually Jost |
and never recover=d in the T"nited Btates in |
the courne of n single year s vastly greatar
than the number of all our dead and
wounded In the Bpanish-American war. |
What Is the solution of thess gueer cases®
In many instances it will never he given |
In others it is found in the soroner’s office |
and In the morgue, the tragic bhomes and |
the sad conclusions of many a wasted life
—Brooklyn Eagle.

QUICK WIT SAVED A LIFE

Polleceman Played God to Heep =
Crasy Man from Killing
Wis Wife.

“Quick wit is of more value to an officer
than dwing & good shot.™
in Kansas City, Kan., recently. *1 knew a
negTo policeman who saved a woman's life | ¢

by knowing what to say at the right
minute It was this way A man became
eraxy one morning with a knife in his

hand and he mn Into the kitchen where
his wife was at work. The woman ran
inte the yard, screaming for bhelp The
cragy husband caught her and was stand-

Ing over her, with upralsed knife, when
A negro policeman camne around the cor-
ner aboul twenty feet away Heo could
Bot reach the man In time to save the
woman, for the knife was in the met of
descending. and to shoot might result in
injury to the woman

“'God Almighty tells me to kill you.' the
Crazy man sald

“ ‘Bwp” eried the negro policeman. T'm
God and I command you to

stop’

“The knife fell from the hand of the in-
man, & he turned his eyes o the
sky frem whence he supposed the volce
had come. Before he learned how he had
the pollceman had handcufts
‘—Kansas City Swr

on him.

Too Many Handles .

An American journalist peturning after
an absence of some years abroad, com-
menta upen the profuse applicaties of
tities winich Is becoming frequent In tuls
country. The practice 8 assentinlly »
modern one Daniel Welwter in his life-
time was never spoken of ws “Senator’
Webster, but always as plain “Mr."" Web-
ster. Nowandays, however, it s lavariably
‘Senator”™ this and that, and almost
sverybody has some kind of a handle
his name Thus we bave “Foreoaster
Jones, “Undertaker” Bmith, *“Conductor”
Robinson, "~ ‘Buperintendent of the Poag-
house” Browa, “Common Councliman®
Bhucks, and “Selectman” Bumps, and so
on. M this kind of thing kespa on we
shiall end by resting our clalne to respect
and consideration upon those patnfully
minute social distinctions which prevad
In Germany, whers men and women In-
scribe thelr names o hotel registers with
the additon of such descriptive phruses
As “oousn to an apothecary.” or “brother-

L7

| Bunday hollday

said & policeman ] 7.90

In-law o & curporal. --Bostwon Herald

the disposf-
tion seeming to be to take prufits preceding
New damage reports were
received, while on the other hand a
numbher of advices from Kansas and Ne-
hraska told of favornble yields. Later sell-
ing became general cn an officinl pradiciion
of bright weather
vest belt. As a4 result the market became
extremely weak At the same tme poor
demand for cash wheat in outside markets
had considerable ¢ffeact on prices here For
July the lowest point of the day was
reached at S%c The market closed wealk,
with July at 8o, Beptember wus off Me ut
MY Clearances of wheat and flour were
egual to 100,700 bushels. Primary receipts
were 18,000 bushels, comparsd with 308600

bushels & year ugo Minneapclls, Daluth
and ( hlr?n reportad receipts of 142 cars,
agninst 58 cars last week and 76 cars a
YEAT BED

Bentiment in the corn pit was bearish,
partly in sympathy with the break In
wheat, but mnfn? as n result of a con-
gtantly increasing mm-s-:mnt. The volume
of trading was not large. The market
closed easy. July openad unchanged to 4

lower at Si‘uﬂt.‘i‘r sold between W@ Sy
and 6lc and closed nt §i%e Beptember
closed a shade Jower at e Looal re-
oelpis were @2 cars, with 231 of contract
ETAde

Weakneas prevalled In the onts market
in sympathy with other Erain.  July opened
unchanged at Eye, sold off to HNGEINNC

cars

Provisions were firm early as a result
of & slight advance in the price of live
hogs. Later the market! weakensd along
with grain. At the closs Reptember pork
was off Tle at TI20TYy. Lard wasr down 5o
at $7.45. Ribs were unchanged at 57570

Wheat,
hoga,
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EGGE—Quiet, 13c case count
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falr demnand for anything good in this line
The supply of stockers and fecders wWas
! tit this week, and, as usual at this time
year, there was a light demand. These
kindt also show about the same lofs &8
do the steers, and trading is a lttle slow
HOGB—There was a fuirly good run hers
for a Baturda about 13 londs belng on
o The qua ilr of the hogs wWas vVery
ood, as has been the cuse all ths week
uyerTe were oul sarly and thers was some
little urgency to the demand Envouraging
from eastsrn Eolm.l Bave selisrs

some advantage and there was a bullish
tone to the trade. htweight hogs were
in the best demand all the week and this
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GREATEST PREMIUM OFFER EVER MADE BY
ANY NEWSPAPER

A $12.50 COLUMBIA DISC GRAPHOPHONE

TO OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS OF THIS PAPER

PRACTICALLY FREE

(HIS IS THE COLUMBIA'S $12.50 DISC GRAPHOPHONE—-IT CANNOT BE
BOUGHT ANYWHERE FOR LESS.

IMPRISONED IN THE COLUMBIA
GRAPHOPHONE RECORDS ARE

More than ten thousand different classes of entermainment Bweest Melodies-
Rich Muosle—Classic Songs—Comic Bongs—Funny Blorfes—Good Jokes, and an
cndless amount of good things from all corners of the globe

If you go to the theater, bear a catchy song, one thay you would like to bum,
play and whistle over but can’t you can purchase a Columbla Record with thag

very song imprisoned on it and bave your Columbia Graphopbone play It for you
to your beart's content.

DO YOU WANT ONE?

By | armngement with THE COLUMBIA GRAPHOPHONE CO., 1081
Farpam Street, Omaha. Nebh, we are evabled to presest to both old and new
subscribers

A $12.50 COLUMBIA DISC GRAPHOPHOME PRACTICALLY FREE.

Cut out the attached coupon and maill it to CIRCULATION DEFPARTMENT
IMAHA BEE, and we will send our representative to demonstrate and explals
0w Fou con secure L

MAIL THIS TODAY -HOT TOMORROW.
COUPON OF INQUIRY.

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT OMAHA BEE
OMAHA, NEB:

Plsase seud your representative to my sddresa, as given belew, to ﬁul’ he
GRAPHOPHONE you offer with one yesr's subseription to THE OMA A BEE

Nawse
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