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It is barely possible the March lion is
only getting his second wind.

Jules Verne Is dead. HIis reputation
ns a story teller will live forever.

Like many another man who has had
“pothing to arbitrate” President Castro

may find that he has less to fight for.
——————
If these revelations contloue some

manufacturers will show thelr good
ludgment by advertising “no prize
granted at St. Louls.”

The remarks by the trial judge at
Bheridan show that Colonel Cody was
wise In starting for Europe before the
divoree case came to a close.

|

Colorado proposes to make “Columbus |

day" & bholiday, but them Clristopher
might have refused to discover America
If he could have foreseen Colorado,

ﬂ

With no desire to precipitate an argu-
ment, it may be sald  that Christinn
iBelence treatment never resulted ia giy-
ing the wrong medicine by mistake.
e e

If ecur county commissioners will
digest n féw of The Bee's tablets on

county expenses they may be able to

devise a plan for the reduction of county
taxes,
T ———

Germany says It will trust the United
States in the Banto Domingo affair; but
then it is never the big dogs which cause
the trouble when there are little ones in
the pack.

—

Any one who knows anything about
any £5,000 pot which was to go to any
members of the Nebraska state senate
will please step forward and state what
be koowe. '

y —_—

It Sapto Domingo and Venezuela
should conclude to pool thelr armles they
might make almost as much trouble as
Bitting Bull did before he became n
good Indian,

S e ——
South Omaha's boast of its compara-
tyely small bonded debt will not stand

long If the real estate speculators who |

hiave park land and city hall sites to

unload are given free swing.
——

—

The real Intenslty of the feeling of
the New York Sun on the subject of
lalssér falre may be seen from the fact
that It is quoting former Governor Til-
den agmlust Benator LalFollette.

Delaware has abolished the pillory, but
ita abolition can never be made to apply
In the case of Mr. Addlcks, who will ba
pllioried until his last vote for United
States senator s extingulshed.

——

Why can't the buildiog Inspector, the
Board of Public Works or the police In-
dute the owners of frame houses on
wheels that are obstructing some of our
publle thoroughfares o move on?

Se———
Canadlan shipbullders are now asking
for a government bounty on ships bullt
in the Dominfon. 1Is It possible she
United Btates has been mistaken In re-
gard to “cheap Canadian products” all
this time?

———
If we are to bave any rallway regula-
tlon measures enacted for the rellef of
Nebraska shippers, the two branches of
the leglelature will have to get together
and get together guickly without any
turthér foollng. '
. ———
. lowa newspapers are Just now begln-
nilng ‘to speculate as to what laws the
next legislature will pass. The specu-
lative period has about come to an end
in Nebraska and the courts will later de-
termine just what laws the legislature
of this state really did pass,

e ergm——
The Bouth Omaha market is still way
last year in recelpts of cattle
sheep, although a little ahead In

ﬂ

QUESTION OF MORE REVENUE.

It Is Indlcated that the nest congreas
will probably have to conslder the gnes-
tion of ralsing more revenue, unless
there should be a material redaction in
the government expenses, It appears to
be practieally asstured that the subject
of tarif revision will come before the
fifty-ninth congress, an Investigation to
be made (o the meantime to ascertain
the views of Interests affected by the
tarlff. Already Senator Alllson, of the
genate finance committee, has conferred
with representatives of trade Interests in
New York In Tegard to a revision of
tariff schedules, this being entirely, In-
formal. Later on the congréssional
commtttee charged with the duty of
making an Investigation will take up the
work and obtaln the opinions of manu-
facturers and others throughout the
counftry.

It I8 suggested that the Imposition of
a duty on coffee may be considered by
the next congress, but while a consid-
erable revenus could be thus ralsed, It 1s
hardly probable that any tax will be
placed upon coffee, becanse a duty on
that article would be coertain to arouse a
great deal of popular resentment. An-
other suggestion 1s that In order to make
up the deficiency in revenue through re-
duction of certaln tarift schedules some
of the least obnoxious of the Internal
revenne taxes Imposed during the war
with Bpain might be revived. To do
this would undoubtedly also cause a
good deal of dissatisfaction and a revival
of war taxes In time oY peace would
be rather difficult to justify to the satls-
faction of the public.

it s thus apparent that a somewhat
perplexing situation will confront the
new congress. There Is unguestionably
a very strong feeling in the country fa-
vorable to tarilf fevision, or at Jeast a
modification of some of the schedules
It may be doubted if a majorily of the
people desire this, but the number wha
do 12 large and they are not confined to
the opposition to the party In power.
It is quite safe to say, however, that a
republican congress, if it make any
changes In the tarlff, will not do so to
such an extent as to materially reduce
the reverue from that source. Of course
the principle of protection will Be main-
talned. 8o long as the republican party
s in control of the government we ghall
have a tarif under which the develop-
ment of our Industries can go on and
the standard of living of American
workmen be maintalned. A revision of
the tariff that still preserved Its nrotec-
tive character would not necessarlly re-
sult in reduocilng revenue, It might
cheapen manufactured products to the
home consnmer and the pertinent ques-
tlon 18 whether or not this reduction in
price would come out of the labor em-
ployed in the industries.

The fifty-ninth congress will be ex-
pected to redoce expenditures wherever
it 1s practicable to do so without lmpair.
Ing the efficleney of the' public serviee.
If it does not then It must provide for
more revenue, It I8 a very plain situa-
tion, which must be dealt with on busl-
ness principles,

v [
TRUSTS CRIMINAL IN OHIO.

Ohlo has one of the most stringent
anti-trust laws in the country and the
supreme court of that state has just de-
clded that the criminal section of the
act is constitutional, the civil sectlon
having some time ago been passed upon
as constitutional, The law defines a
trust to be any combination of capltal,
gkill or acts by two or mdre persons,
firms, partnerships, corporations or as-
sociations of persons, or any two or
more of them, for any, elther or all of
the purposes prohibited. The alms and
acts forbldden include the creating or
carrylng out of restrictions upon tmde
or commerte, the llmiting or reduction
of the production of any commodity, or
the control of the price of merchandise.
It is forbidden to prevent competition In
making, selling, buylng or transporting
any commodity, also to fix and maln-
tain any price wifich might operate as a
check upon production or traffic. It 1s
made a crime to enter into any agree-
ment or contract, obligntion or under
standing, whereby persons, companies,
ete,, Interested are bound not to traffle
in merchandise below a certain price
level, or do anything calculated to pre-
vent entire freedom of trade, or place
any restralnt upon competition in busi-
ness, of whatever kind, =

The penalties provided for the vlela-
tion of the law include the forfeiture of
the charters or franchises of the gullty
corporations, and it is also made a mis-
demeanor to own or lssue trust certifl-
cates, fines belng provided for this run-
ning from §30 to §1,000 for every such
offense. Persons, corporations, firms or
assoviations violating the law and Injur
ing the business of any person are made
liable for damages In civil actions to
double the amount of the dnmages
shown and for the costs of the sult. All
this s of little account, howeger, re-
marks the Cleveland Leader, in the view
of trust magnates by comparison with
the very seqrching and comprebensive
sections of the law which make any per
son gullty of vielating or alding In vio-
lating the statute llable te a fine of not
less than $50 or more than §5.000 and
imprisonment for not less than six
months or more than one year, or both
fine and imprisonment together, It is
also provided that each and every day's
violatlon of the act shall be a separate
offense. for the purposes of the statute.
It is this eriminal section of the law
which the state supremeé court has de.
clared constitutional, thus giving the
state the full benefit of one of the most
siringent anti-trust statutes ever on-
neted

Anti-trust legislation by the states has
for the most part been futlle, owing to
the faulty character of the wtatutes.
With few exceptions these laws have
been Judiclally condemned, alther Ly
state or federal courts. The Ohlo law
would seem to be a good model for the
other states and now that lts validity
has besn affirmed by the highest tribuna)

— —— iy ———

F

of that stete 1t would seem well for

THE

other commonwealths to examine its

provisions.
———

THE DODGE AMENDMENT.

The proposed amendment -to the con-
stitution Introduced by Representative
Dodge and recommended for passage in
the lower house has all the earmarks of
an Ingenious scheme to ellminate from
our present constitution provisions vital
to the exercige of effective milway regu-
latlon. The proposed elective raflway
commission, empowered to enforce rail-
way regulation laws, Is, doubtless, pref-
erable t an appointive commission
crented by legislative net, but the crea-
tion of an eclective rallroad commission
with exclugive power over rallway regu-
lation and rallway rates ls an experi-
ment that will not commend itself to the
people of Nebraska in the light of the
experience of other states, notably the
experience of California, whose consti-
tution vests all the rallway regulating
powers In an elective commligsion.

It is a matter of history that all the
California commissions from 1875 to the
present day have been controlled by the
Paclfic rallronds, and the leglslatures of
California haye been In no position to
afford rellef because they had been shorn
of all power to fix rates or to punish
extortion or discrimination. This was
the view taken by the people of Ne-
braska when they rejected the constitu-
tlonal amendment modeled after the Cal-
ifornla experiment, and it Is almost a
foregone conclusion that they wounld re-
jeet the Dodge amendment In the form
in which the house has recommended It
for passnge,

The mere faet that the recognized
champions of the rallroads on the floor
of the house have opposed the Dodge
amemdment affords no proof that the
rallroads are against it. On the con-
trary, the opposition of these spokesmen
for the rallroads may be part of a
shrewd program to get the friends of
honest rallway regulation to support the
measure. The fact that Mr, Dodge ap-
posed the commaodity rate bill leaves
room for susplelon, at lenst, that his
proposed amendment is designed to side-
track regulation that would give some
relief to Nebraska producers by substi-
tuting n measure that would, if it he-
comes part of our constitutlon, bar the
legislature from exerclsing powers now
conferred upon it

The most dangerous part of the Dodge
amendment Is the proposition to repeal
sectlon T of article xi of our constitu-
tlon, which reads as follows:

The legislalure shall pass laws to cor-
rect abuses and prevent unjfust diserimina-
tian and extortlon In all charges of ex-
presa, telegraph and railrond companies of
this state and enforce such laws by ade-
qunte pennlties to the extent, If necessary
for that purpose, of forfeltute of their
proserty and franchises, .

The Dodge amendment makes this
section read as follows:

The legislature shull provide by Iaw for
the enforcement of the powers and au-
thority of the State Board of Rallrond
Commissioners, which powers shall extend
over all rallrond, express, telegraph and
car companies operating within the state.

There 18 as much difference between
the existing sectlon 7 and the Dodge
section ns there |s between a horse chest-
nut and a chestnut horse, Section 7 of
the present constitutlon makes it man-
datory upon the legislature to correct
abuses and prevent unjust diserimina-
tlon and extortion by providing penal-
ties that may go so far as to forfeit the
franchise of a rallway which dellberately
violates its provision; the Dodge amend-
ment relegates the people of Nebraska
to the tender mercles of a rallroad com-
misslon without recourse.

It may be argued that the power con-
ferred on the leglslature to forfelt the
charters of rallroads is so drastle that
it could not be enforeed, because it con-
travanes the vested rights of rallway
corporations. On thle score the right
of the state to enforce the most severe
penalties it could inflict on a rallway
corporation was aflirmed more than
forty years ago by the supreme court
of Pennsylvania in the famous cnse of
the Erie & Northeastern Rallroad
aguinst Casey. It was held by this high
tribunal that the legislature could de-
clare a forfelture of its corpornte crea-
tures for the abuse or misuse of cor-
porate privileges and that offense was
defined a8 follows:

Misuse or abuse of corporate privileges
conslsts In nny positive act In violation
of the charter or in derogation of the pub-
lic right, wilfully done or caused to be
done by those appointed to manage the
general concerns of the corporation.

Manifestly the framers of our consti-
tution, among whom were such eminent
Jurists as Bamuel Maxwell, Charles F.
Manderson, W. H. Munger, Clinton
Briggs, Jefferson H. Broady, 8. B. Pound,
M. L. Hayward, Charies H. Brown, M.
B. Reese, 8. H. Culhoun, A. H. Conner,
R. F. Stevenson, A. J. Weaver and John
L. Webster, fully understood the pur-
port and lwport of the provislons em-
bodled In section T of artiele xi, and no
attempt on the part of the present legls-
lature to abrogate the powers conferred
on the legislature by this section Is lkely
to meot popular approval,

The assertion of Mr. Dodge that lowa
18 twenty-four years ahead of Nebraska
in raflway regulation by reason of hav-
ing a commission does not square up
with the facts. Nebraska had been
blessed by rallroad commissions and
state boards of transportation for many
years, but they lamentably failed to re-
dress npotorious grievances, not because
of lack of power, but for lack of the
will, because they wers mere adjuncts
of the rallroad machine. Town has,
moreover, not abdicated all itsa powers
of rvegulation to commissions, but has
reserved and exercised from time to
thne regulative and restrictive powers
over public carriers through the leglsla-
ture whenever Towa rallread commis-
slons have become too subservient to
the roads,

EET————
If we must bave an enlarged supreme
court commission, the commissioners

should be selocted with the greatest care
and with special reference to thelr guall-
fications for the work. The fact that
two of the présent supreme judges have

been promoted by pupular vote Crom
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the commissioners Is an Indleation
that the people appreciate good work
on the commission and should make

good men willing to take the places
EEmem——

Omaha once had a municipal court,
but before the judged’ appointed to ad-
minister it got comfortably settled in
their berths an lconoclastic sgupreme
court knbcked the law creating 1t higher
than @liroy's kite. Of course no such
fate awalts the new juvenile court, but
still the supreme court may want to
linve something to say as to how far its
authority may intrude on the constitu-
tional judicial tribunals,

———

Within forty-eight hours of his elec-
tion to the United States sennte Major
Warner recelved more than 500 letters,
among which were a score of aonual
passes over eastern lines of mallroad,
which only goes to show that the rall-
rosd magnates and political office seek-
ers both realize that the eanrly bird
catches the worm. -

e ——————

In insgtructing the farmers In the im-
portance of the use of pure seed, Ne-
braska rallroad managers are rendering
the simte an Invaluable service for which
they are entitied to much credit. A man
who makes two blades of grass grow
where only one grew before |s a human
benefactor.

S —
Take Your Cholee,
Baltimors American.

Now the chiaf of the burean of chem-
{stry declares that scienca s so adding to
human life that the period of ordinary aec-
tivity will not be forty, but ninety years.
The general public s now free to take
either hope or chloroform, according to
which theory they favor,

The State Needs the Money,
Philadelphia FPress.

The nsurance commissjonsr of Alabama
has found & new way of making money.
He issues what he ealls the Alabama In-
surance Directory and then calls on the
insurance companies to subscribe for its
free elreulation. As he has power to
miilke trouble fo: them they naturally sube
scribe liberally for hia book.

Judleinl Humeor,
Chicago Chronlcle, .

It has been supposed that the court of
claims was the dreariest and driest place
in the United Siates, but the judges are
not without a sense of humor, Greene and
Gaynor are sulng the government for $10,-
000 alleged to be due them on their con-
tracts. The court has ordersd that the
sult be suspended till the contrastors come
in and testify. They are in Canada trying
to avold extradition proceadings.

FPremnatare Booming,
Baltlmore American,

It Is pretty early for a lne-up of presl-
dentlul candidates for 1608, There is not
only the danger that the oandidate who
gets on the track so early may be over-
trained or develop a bad sprain, but every
dark horse 18 thereby given an opporunity
to study his pace. When 18 arrives It
may prove a gveat year for favorites, but
most of the old-time observers who have
witched the movements on many presidén-
tial quarter streiches will not think ft
quite safe to make a book on the 1908 en-
tries so far ahead.

The High Tide of Immigration,
Baltimore American.

The immligration to this country during
the last month broke the February record
for m quarter of a century, and that ths
Incoming tide |s a constantly rising one ia
indicated by the March figures of Immigra-
tion now avallable, There were 7,000 new
comeras landed in New York on Monday
alone, and other ships now bound for that
port will bring the total arrivals for the
ocurrent week to approximately 38,000, This
Increasing flow Indlcates that thera may be
an excess of 1,000,000 added to the popula-
ton this year from Iimmigration Erowth
alone. The country is big and Is as yet
condensed only in spots and can eafe for
100,000 or so every month If they can be
properly distributed.

United Yet Divided,
Minnsapolis Times.

A bill was recently Introduced in the Ne-
braska legislature for the annexation of
Bouth Omaha to Omaba. On the face af
the returns the annexation would make
one jarge city out of two fair sized towns.
As o matter-of fact, there s praoctically
no Individual Une between the two cltios,
E0 far as the contlnulty of houses, business
establishments and resldénces are con-
cerned. South Omaha, however, did not
look at the matter In that light, but in-
sisted on malntaining her separate organi-
zalon, Therafore a lobby was sent to
Lincoln to take charge of the matter,
Headed by a brass band, several hundred
men and women invaded the leglalature,
and the most effective lobby of the season
secured the assassination of the obnoxlous
mensure,

CRIPFLED BY COMPETITION,

One Trust Unahle to
Monopaoly.
Kansas City Star,

The recent reduction in the dividend of
the Corn Products company furnishes an
Interesting minor eplsoda in the history of
trusts.
ufacturing corn produclts was organized
three years ago and had been paying quar-
terly dividends of 1% per cent on the pre-
ferred stock. This week the directors an-
nounced that only 1 per cent would be paid
—& reduction of the annual dividend rate
from 7 to 4 per cent,

The explanation lssued by the president
of the company to the stockholders saya
that the depression In business and “in-
oreasad competition in the starch and glu.
cosa Industries,' serfously affected the earn-
ings of the subaldiary corporations. In
other words, the trust has not beén able to
maintain an approximate monopoly of the
oorn products buslness and se has suf.
fered from competition, while the consum-
e have undoubtedly benscfited frem the
resuiting lower prices.

The experience of this “partioular truat
suggusts once more the remedy for monop-
olistie evils that les In keeping open & falr
fleld for competition. The Corn Produocts
company evidently has been unable to form
4 close agreement with rallroads to prevent
competing concerns from recelving just
treatment. It has not succeeded In driving
rivals out of business by underselling in
particular localities and recouping Is losses
by high prices in other territory. In this
cass oompetition has been able to do s
work in preventing the development of
characteristle abuses of m:.nopolg:‘.'

Groat profress would mi in the
solution of the trust problem if the people
would devots thembselves (0 keeping the
field open to competition, That s wWhat
Kansas has wisely attempted to &0 In the
recent oll legislation. The knowledge that
unduly high prices would bring competition
would undoubtedly have u salutary in-
fluence on the strongest trust,

No one can object to a corporation earns
ing & falr retiurn un the capltal actually
invested. Hut In order that this condition
may exist ths public must find ways to
make sure that competition shall pot be
stified.

Maintain Ita

R s B T ————— e

This combination of concerns man-

OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

Much pralse has been given the Russlans
for thelr abllity to conduct In any manner
at all & great campalgn at the end of a
single track rallroad 5,000 miles long. But
the Japanesa operation of the ralironds
neined in Manchuria and the military rail-
road and tramway bullt in Corea, up the
Yalu at the opening of hostilities, Is more
remarkable than that which Russin has
accomplished In Biberin. The Japaness
took a poorly-bullt rallroad, eaptured from
the enemy aftér having been destroyed as
far as possihle after the retreat, changed
It from wide to narfrow gauge, brought
over locomotives and ears from Japan and
put ths ilne Into shape to carry the supplies
and relnforcementa for the army of 20,000
besleging Port Arthur, and the other army
of 300,000 to 400,000 men 300 miles to the north.
They did all this in a few months In all
the severity of midwinter. Port Arthur's
fall was due largely to the terrific bom-
bardmen of the N-inch guns brought up
from Dalay on the raflrond. Twenty-five
of these guns, welghing ten tons each with-
out thelr carriages, were placed In the be-
slegers’ forts under fire, and within three
weeks from the suprender they were ham-
mering the e¢nemy befora Mukden, having
been brought with Nogi's army of 9,000
men a distantes 35 miles on the raliroad.

-ee

Egypt I8 todany & land of elegance and of
luxury just as, according to the assurances
of Dr. Petrie, it wan 0,000 years ago. A re-
tent naws {tém from Calro stales that the
Egyptian season s now at Its height and
travelers from every land, and especlally
from America, are swarming to the one-

time realm of the Pharonhs#, Magnificent
modern holals have heen bullt, theaters,
opera houses, rallway stations. The preton-

tlousnnes of modern architecture (= bLegine
ning to matoh conclusions with the splendid
ruing of millenlums. Egypt Is jumt us gay
us ever It was, whether In the day of Cleo-
patra or at a time two or three thousand
years further back, when Abydos or Mem-
phis wae the eenter of luxury and fashion.
The mogorn splendora of Egypt are largaly
Imported, and the social life alang the Nile,
while quits as gorgeoun, is perhaps loss ex-
clusive than It was 4000 yoars ago. Dem-
ocratic ldens are somewhat modifying man-
ners and institutions, even In the land of
the Pharaoahs, The khedive and his gove
ernment s a minor essentlal In modern
Egyptian civilisation. It 8 really the
wenlthy foreigners who are shaping events

In the Nlile valley. - -
L]

What purports to be an authentic docu-
ment has just been lssued relating to the
soclal and economio conditiens in Russia.
It contalns some statements that may ex-
plain some of the unsettied state of affairs
In the great emplre, Acecording to flgures
contalned In this statement, there are more
than 2,00 women employved on the Russian
rallway llnes, at an avernge salary of 3@
# year. It is asserted that the employment
embraces nearly every line of rallway
work, from the section hand to the tele-
graph operator and station agent, ‘The
statement will cause considerable wonder
In thie country, and the question most fre-
quently asked will be, “How do they live
on such wages?' One answer to the ques-
tlon applies to slmilar queries concerning
the people of other European ocountries.
The husbands, wives and children are all
bread winners, the total earnings golng to
the common fund for the support of the
family, n totnl that !s usually lsaa than
that earned by the average Amerloan work-
Ingman. It has been siated that the stand-
ard of a nationnl lfe is fixed by the status
of It8 women. Measured by this rula, it is
not a cause for wonder that the husbands
and sons of these Russian women are dis-
satisfled with thelr lot, ready even for
revolution In the hope of bettering thelr
conditions of life,

see

Denmark has & soclety for the extermina-
tion of rats, and [ts operations are eon-
sidered to be of 80 much importance that
Berlin 18 on the point of adopting them as
a corrective of an invasion of that anlmal
from which It has recently suffered. They
appeared in certaln sections of the gaplital
in such numbers that they became & real
burden to the inhabitants, and In the hope
of rellef a municipnl decree was passed
offering a bounty of W pfepnigs for every
rat’s tall delivered. The creatures seem to
comeé and go in swirming multitudes, to
which no effectivé checkk has so far been
found, though thelr visitations in such
numbers do not normally last long, and so
far as any individual locality Is concerned
ara very Infrequent, It Is not likely that
Hamelin has had another plague of rats
sinte the time when the Pied Piper of
Imperishable memory dellvered it from the
first one to be recarded of (t. S8ince the
rat has been medically declared to be a
bearer of Inféctious Adiseases Incrensed eof-
forts have been made for his destruction,
but so far he secems to survive them all
and to show no Abatement of hig constitu-
tional vigor. An international league for
his suppression has been proposed, bring-
ing all the resources of sclence to bear
upon the work, and this may be able to
effect some useful results,

(L]

Letters from Russia In some of the Vi-
enna newspapers diaw a vivid plcture of
the anxieties of the unlucky esgarins In the
present national crisls. 8ho s represented
a8 exposed to a conatant stralm hy day and
night. Much of her time is occupled In
consoling her husbund, and In inspiring
him with courage. Bhe prepares food for
him, as he is In constant fear of polson,
and assists at esvery detall of his tollet,
since he mistrusts every act of his ser
vants; she superiniends the tallor and the
laundress as well as the barber, and at-
tends to every want of her infant son,
whom she rears herself. Formerly she
left but little for the nurses to do, now, It
i# sald, she scarcely allows the female ate
tendants to epproach the child's cradie,
The czar is reported to have a greater fear
for his son than for himeelf. ¥e fears
that the loss of his helr, whom he so long
valnly expected, would cause the outbreak
of & revolution in every cormner of the ems
pire, even among conservatives, and on
this account everyone In any way con-
nected with the Imperial family s sur-
rounded by hosts of sples, who are watched
in thelr turn. Busplclon (s followed not
by Invesatigution of the suspect, but by his
prompt removal., A simllar condition, It is
sald, prevalls In the palaces of Lhe grand
dukes.

Ll

The 8t. Petarsburg census taken two
years ago showed a populstion of w trifle
over 1,500,000, Of these about one-third are
unable to read or write Four-fifths,
roughly speaking, wre Catholles of the
Greek rite; of Jews there are only 2 per
cent, and of Roman Catholics only 3 per
cent. Of the population, #0 per cent are
peasantd and 2 per cent householders
There wre 260,000 workmen on wages, with
upward of F,00 employers. There are 48
ghurchea and four siate theaters. The
principal manufactures are gobelln tapes-
tries, glass, porcelain, surgical Instruments,
articles of malachite, embrolderies, toxtiles,
leather, paper, copper, iron, machinery,
ete, Iis health tables show the lowemt
mortality all Eurepean oltles. Nearly
all of It growih has been within the Jast
contury, but Its progress has been nothing
ke that of many other continental cities,
some of which have more than doubled
their populatien with esach generation in
that period ‘

Discuss Trades Unlons,
CHICAGO, reh 84.—The obhlef subject
under dlm at today's sesslon of the
gnmul convention of the Natlonal Metal

\

POLITICAL DRIFT.

Secrotary Taft will wiold the gavel at the
Ohlo republican convention, May 18

Major William Warner, senator-elect from
Missouri, waus born In Wisconsin & years
ago.

The mysterious siranger from Missour!
landed the senatorial prige at an expense
of §8.

A femocratio victory In Bangor, Me, the
fAirst in thirty years, s an Ingpiring rift in
the party clouds.

The Rockefellers got a hard fall from
their neighbors In the defeat of thelr ticket
in North Tarrytown, N. Y.

The courts of Allegheny. Pa., checked an
epldemic of graft by convicling the chist of
police and the streel commisalonear,

Rhode Island's legislature, without wvoeal
fNireworks, passed a bill prohibiting the sale
of fireworks on the Fourth of July.

Indiana aspiranis for the presidency
mcored a polnt by the selection of A New
man for chalrman of the republican na-
tlonal committes

Reoports In  Chicago papers show that
Hinky Dink fs again running for alderman.,
The nolss made abéut his candidncy Indi-
cates that Hinky Is a dangerous politicad
sprinter.

"When Leslle M. Bhaw of ITowa retires
from President Roosevelt's eabinet, elther
In June or February,” says the New York
Bun, “he is to ba succoeded as secretary of
the treasury by Ceorge B Cortelyou of
New York, now postmaster general””

The progress of reform In Pennsylvanin
In well lllustrated by the fact that as the
Law and Order goclety of Philladelphia has
becoma too lmyhlrmmn in lis suppression
of politicul favorites the leglslatura s pro-
ceeding {rlumphantly towards the enact-
ment of a law which will suppreas the Law
and Order soclety,

Two full-blooded Indiane are membern of
the Mnalne house of representatives, The
older. Peter M. Nelson, belongs to the his-
tariec Penobseot tribe, the remnanis of
which to the number of about 30 oecupy
an island. Peter F. Neptune, tHe other
red skinned legislator, in of the Passamas-
quoddy tribe. Roth are fairly educated
mén. They occupy a rather unique position
in the Malne legiglature. They are allowed
to sit In the assembly, cccupying two sents
In the extreme corners of the rear of the
houss, but are permitted no vote or voloe
In the presentation or furtherance of meas-
ures. By reason of this they escapn the
Iimportuning and bulton-hollng of the lob-
byists that blennlally swoop down upon the
lawmakers.

WHY SOLDIERS DESERT.
—

Actunl Conditfons Somewhnat Diffore
ent from Poater Plotures,
Kansas Clty Journal,

The number of desertlons among enlisted
moen in the army and navy of the Undted
Btates s unpleasantly large. OfMicers hava
| devoted much time and study Lo Investignt-
Ing the causes of this trouble, but no satls-
factory explanatjon has yet been given., It
is admitted on all hands that the American
soldier is pald more liberally, is better fed
and clothed and ls treated less severely
than the fighting men of any other natlon.
Nobody who woears the blus is drafted and
forced Into the service of his country. He
enters as a volunteer, and If he desorts,
ha eertalnly Is not driven to that danger-
ous step by cruelty, oppression or hard and

Intolerable work.

Thoe American soldier has, In faot, rather
an easy time of It. The Inws protect him
from all corpéral punishment except In-
carceration in the guard house. He Is not
required to do menlal service for officers or
fellow men. All he doea ls to eat, sleep,
drill, do a little police duty once a day wnd
travel around n great deal For a nice,
quiet, easy job with everything found,
soldiering In the Unitad States army can't
be beat. And yet there are desertions by
the score. “Whenever a ship comes Into
port or o battalion changes its post thero
Is sure to be rome one who does not angwer
at roll call In.the morning. -

The habit of taking French leave I dam-
aging to the morale of the army and navy,
! 5o the officers are trylng to break it up.
| This, of courss, can best be done by find-
| Ing out tho cause‘'and eradicating It. Per-
| hape a clue to the trouble Jles in thes con-
ltellion of & deserter who was caught In
this city the other day. Hea sald that the
highly colored posters which tha reerulting
officers stick up on the billboards, and the
fina talk and other devices employed to
tempt recrults into the service are largely
based cn false representations. This de-
serter sald he was led to believe that when
he enlisted he would be dressed up in
feathers and gold brald and have the privi-
lege of riding ocoastonally on a prancing
churger before the admiring gase of all ob-
sérvers at home and In forelgn lands.
When he joined the service, however, he
found actual conditions to be fur different,
and so being grievously disappointed at the
bumdrum affair he "t out.”

Perhaps the confesslon of this deserter
explalns the cause of the trouble, for In
truth the posters hanging up around re-
orulting offices appear to be somewhat
overdrawn, ‘They Jook Ilike lithographs
| borrowed from a fake clrecus. They are
ito someo exten{ & fraud, and thelr gaudy
| colors do not become the dignity of the
| United Btaies government If they wers
waken down, it I8 probable gthat the army
and the navy would no longer be bothered
by tha class of men to which the deserter
above belongw.
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Improves the flavor
and addsto thehealth-
fulness of the food.

A MIGHTY DUSINESS,
Earnings and Fmployea of
American Rallronds,

Portland Oregonlan

It I» estimated that there are 560,000 miles
of rallroad In the world, of which 20,000
miles, or nearly (wo-fifths, are In the
United Btaten. The gross carnings from ape
eration of our rallroads In the Iast fseal
year were $1,.900,000000 OfF this §1.350,000,000
came from freight, $460,00.000 from passens
gers and $100,000,000 from malls, express, ole,
The rallrond companies further eamed
about $40.00,000 from a great variety of In-
chdental services. Thie lncome was divided

Trafe,

In the following manner: Operpting ex-
ponses, 5150000000, taxes, $90,000,00; inters
{est on honds and debts, $T5,000,000; divie
dends, §165,000,000; surplus, $100,000,000. Tt will

thus be seen that the dividend represented
about $% per cent of the gross incoms,
while the surplus was devoted to the re-
newal and Improvements of plant. The
numher of persons employed reached thea
prodigious total of 1,300,000, agalnst a roun

LG, 000 eo employed In the flseal year end-
Ing June 80, 10, The compensation pald
last year to thess omployes wnas $757,000,000,
agninst $577,000,000 thus pald In the fiscal
year of 1000, In this interval of four years
there wax an Inerease of 8 per cent in the
number employed and an increase of 31 per
gent In the remuneration given, this In=
crease belng almost entirely in the pay of
the wage-earners. On English roads a like
increase of the pay of workers ls noted;
but there (8 no such Increass of tannage as
on the AmerleAn ronds.

LAUGHING GAN,

“Pa.*

“What s It

"*Why do they refer to that uncut tim-
ber as ‘the virgin forest? "

“Why—er—hecause It's never been axod,
1 guess. Quit asking guestions.”—FPhila=
delphia Press,

“I notice that Russia s groaning under a
dobt of $3,000,000,000."

“lsm't that foollsh? Why doesn't she let
the other fellows do the groaning ™ '—Cleve-
land Plain Dealer,

”‘!,?-w do you like your government posi-

ton?
“I'm eatly disappalinted. I have to
work um;mrﬁ to fill the place as I 4ld to

get It.'"—Washington 8tar.

“Are you having any trouble in settling
your grandfather’s estaje?

“Not at all. Grandfather was a lawyer,
he had reformed, he had no perty worth
fighting over, and he divided It among
heirs before he died.”—Chicago Tribune.

“Henpeck's wife thought he was a goner,
but the doctor manceged to save him, Lit-
n,nll dragged him out of the jaws of
death."

“Huh!" snorted Jokeloy,"out of the laws
of death back to the jaws of life.”'—Phlla-

dnlfhu gor.

“It's al] right, I suppose, for a woman to
make 'an hour glass of herself If she wants
to be In fashlon," observed Uncle Allen
Sparks, “‘but her sands of life will run out
s good deal quicker.'—Chicago bune.

Mra. DeStyle—Babette, it Is taking you &
Io_;\‘g time to find my
d’

I.uurlplnn.
French Mald—I haf found zem now,

madnme.
Mrs, DeStyle—Then why don't you go
ahead and dress mo?

The French Maid—I1 have now lost 34
halr.—Cleveland Leader. .

A FALLEN IDOL,
Wi . S {
Chicago Chronlele.
Buffalo Bill,
We take lé lil‘ld auEhly.
That you so proud an a 5
Have Eurch a fad

For thi so bad
And not so n&l nnughty.

Buffalo Bil,
You are a pi :
And you are much to blame, sir,
You're raising Ned-—
Go hide your head
And blush for very shame, sir.

Buffaio Bill, )

You should keep still
And not stir up such troubley

For fame Is br:_f;tr

And, to your grief,
"Twill burst just ke a bubble

{!n!ﬂlh‘;‘ Bllll.“l
Ve take It
That you should so unbridle
And, ks & Shump
n s N
Become & fallen jdol.

i

Fifteenth and
Douglas Sts.

Let Us Show You

If not fashion blind you will appreciate
the styles of our spring hats. The new
shapes are all here and are as right as
can be. Think of the newness you can
add to your appearance with one of

our hats —
$2.50-$3-$3.50-$4
“The Knapp-Feit Derby'’ —best made, §6.00

Y Soms mon" said Beau Brummel, “ars
color blind, others rashion blind."

OMAHA
NEB.

some by ourselves,

our customers
Wae work for
ot and want

denoce; nwj?r:n that you profit

opposing evila of trades Unionism.

Broadway st 32ad Street NEW V¥ YORK r--ﬂ.ﬁuwm‘j
House of Quality and Right Prices
We don’t beligve you believe what we say is pot so advertiesd? Yes

Cunsiderably by our competitors.

wived results. Price is a secondary matier. Wa bhave
% trade-=1t pays g l||I. puys them. Glve us your con-
h

BUILDERS' HARDWARE

Splendily by
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