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HE first kelionl
for the tilnd
ovgnnized in
this country
= wins begun by
Dr. Bamuel G, Howe In
rooms in  hin father'a
hotse, Toston, Muoass,
This sy |-||I|w¢l inLo
whitt 18 now the Pers
kins Institution and
Massichusetis Hoehool
for the Riind, the most
famous Institution of
ftg kind In Americea, 1€
not on the globe. It
wie brought Into promj=
nence  particularly by
the education of Laurn
Bridgmuan, the reports
of whose progress ssued
by (B Howeo Wera
pought in all civillzed
conters of  the world,
Chiarleg Dickens added
to Ite fame by his Amers
fcan Notes, while its
present director, Dr. M,
Anngnos, has addel o
fin prominence by him
educntion wilthin Ity
winllg of Helen Keoller
Since the founding of
this school In 1K others
hive been established In
viarfous  states, until
there are now In this
country forty-two such
pchoo's, with an enroll-
ment  during  the loast
yoar of 4,358 puplls. The
course of study Is prac-
tieally the same In all,
being that, with a fow

modificution, In use throughout

pchools of the country.

The Nebraska Bohool for
gnlly known as Institute, was establiahed
in 1875, with Prof, Bamuel Bacon as supers
Intendent. Himself & blind man, he Is typ-
teal of what can be accomplished by ablity
coupled with perseverunce,
person. A college graduate,
the first superintendent of both the Ilinols
and the lown schools for
B yeurs of age, he now resldes on his farm
but & few miles from Nebraska Cilty,

It s desirable that &
pchool ecarly in life, before the various pe-
cullar habits too often notlced among b'ind
POrRONS have become fixed, as it 18 found
diMeult, and often Impossible
such hablis. Six or seven yeurs of nge in
early enough, unless the schiool is provided taken up Number work I8 done by the

for work with kindergarten methods, At 04 of blocks and other objects. As the
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culty s usually experienced, as he

ulso

Past

loss children, their fleld of *“‘vision'

tip of their finger.

home it 18 probable that the sightless child  ©hlld progresses, mental exercises

his been so humored and petted that he is creasing difficulty are given untll the puplil

pravileally helpless, and It Is the firet work finda little difMculty in carying In

of the scheol to encournge him
himself Bimple work with
such ns stringing beads or buttons

him. He & taught to feed himself

to do for problems that to the average boy or girl
fingers, in the common schools would seem an fm-
In given possibility, The mind of the sightless child
and to 2 not distracted by the muliitude
be neat in his hablts. Obedlence very often jecta impressing themselves through
has to be taught, though

dim. sense of sxight upon the attention

fluenced by the example of those nbout him.
Soon will begin the work of learning to
read. The teacher places a finger of the
pupil upon o letter embosped, or “‘raised,’”
upon the surface of the paper, and the
name of the letter s told him. After
greator or less number of trials, depending
on the aptitude of the ¢hild, he iz able to
distingulsh the various letters by the sense
of touch. It ia the old “alphabet’” method
of former days, the modern “word"”
‘sentence’” methods not belng found gen-
erally practicable in the teaching of sight-

limited to the small area covered by

The usunl work of the common schools is

How the Blind Are Educated

Work Being Accomplished by Infinite Patience with the Physically Deficient—Piclures from
Photos Made at the Nebraska School for the Blind.
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TEACHING THE BLIND TO USE A TYPEWRITER-—-Thoto by a Staff Artist.
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than two poinls high.
The letter “n" would be
represented by two
periods, thus .. or (wo
dots on the lower line,
while two dots on the
upper line Is "a" Ne-
braskn would be made
as follows:

The puint system s
rapldly displacing  the
‘e sysEtem for two
rearons: It can reudily
be written by means of
n simple device, hence
18 uged for taking note
by the student, nnd for
correspondence; and can
be read by n person
loging slght later in 1ife,
while the “line” lcotters
must be learned in early
childhood

A consldernble amoant
of Iterature s now
avallable for the blind,
the output of the Ames-
fean Printing Hous» for
the Blind at Loulsville,
Ky., supported by the
Interest derived from
050,000 set aside for the
purpose by the federal
government in 1879, and
fnvested In 4 per cent
bondls.

Muszie Is taught. not
by “ear,” . but from
music written In  the
music “point” notation.
This is often written by

BLIND MAN AT THE PIFPE ORGAN—FPholo by a Stafr the pupll himself, the

Artist,

more fortunate seeing brother or gister, In
geography, mape with a relleved surface
are used, rivers being lndicated by a shul-
low groove, while ¢itles muy be shown by
means of tack heads of varying size and
shape, denoting relative importance, As
text books on the varfous subjects are now
avallable In the embossed system, the
teaching of griommur, wlgebrs, geometry,
history, ete., presents little dificulty, These
books may be had In elther the “lina" or
“point’” system. In the former the letters
resemble In outline those with which we
are familar in our ordinary ink-print books
and papers, while in the latter the letters
ure represented by & dot, or comblnation
of dots, partly punched through the paper,
For example, the colon () of the Ink-print
book, if embossed, would be the letter 1"
of the "poinl” system, while the period ()

would be the letter “o.” and the upper dot
of the colon, or the perlod Inverted, would
be the letter "o Two colons placed side

by slde (3} would give the combination
“th.” Taking three colons (::3) we have
what Is known as the “nomber slgn,' indl-
cating that the charucter following s a
Agure rather than o letter. Thus we say
a letter Is one, two or three polots long,

teacher dictating from

an ordinary musical

score, If it be work for
the plano, the pupll seated at the Instru-
ment reads his music with one hand, play-
Ing with the other. A few mecasures only
are asslgned as a lesson, but with regular
dally work and practice many soon aoquire
& conslderable repertory,

FPlano tuning is found a profitable trade
for those having the requisite aplitude,
though, comparatively few blind can be-
come successful tuners, lacking in elther
Your" or mechanieal skill

Carpet weaving, broom making, ham-
mock netting, eote., are taught and afford
A& more or less remunerative occupation,
Girls are taught to cook, knit, mend, ote.

The Nebreska school has at present an
enrdiment of sixty-three, though eighty
could be accommodated, and it is to bring
before the notice of parents of blind chils
dred the advantages of the school that
the tour by Its members about to be unders
taken was planned. During the last sum-
mer a letter was r-“r.vlvm!_ by the superin-
tendent from the superintendent of the
Boston schoal, In which the latter BAYS:
“1 have learned from a lady in England of
& blind boy in woglern Nebraska, 17 years
of oage, desirous of attending a school.™
The boy ls now In school, dolng well,
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