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HE attempt ot intimidation of
Venezuela on the part of Ger-
many, because of the Krupp

company’'s clalm, will not, In my

opinlon, mean war botween the
two countries, It will not mean n selzure of
any territory in South America by German
forces. It will not mean any conflict be-
tween the United States and Germany over
the Monroe doctrine,

There has been a greal deal printed as
to the jJustice of the German clalms, as
to Germany's resolution to enforce them
and ag to Venezueln's Inability to pay and
Its powerlessness to resent Gorman  en-
croachment, The jJustice of the German
claim, now for the first time coming be
fore the world In Ita true light, resolves
itaelf into the injustice of an extremely
questionable case of rallway financloring,
with bribery and corruption at the bottom
of it originally.

Lat us look ot
question, The
of Venezueln

Venezuela's slde of the
two most Important citles
are Valenzin and Caracas,
the capital., They are separated by n dis-
tance of 180 miles—by rull, o six hours'
Journey. The population of Caracas some
dozen years ago was 100,000 people; that of
Vilenzia wae 60,000. Hetween them lay n
country Alled with herds of grazing ont-
tle, which were shipped abroad from the
port of Caracas

Falr Fleld Atirnets Germans,

Rojas Paul, in 1888, had been elected to
the presidency of Venezueln after the re-
tirement from office of Guzman Blanco, The
attention of German merchante, for a num-
ber of years, had been very closely fixed
upon Venczueln, because of the wealth of
its natural resources, and because the
trade In Maraealbo and Lo Guayra coffee
was A thing well worth having. The com-
mercial world of Germany, baving fixed Its
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R. W. H. MILBURN, the blind
chaplain of the senate, thinks he
may falrly lay clalm to the title
of “grandfather of the house."
He entered the service of that
body ten yeurs before John Sherman of Ohlo
and Justin 8. Morrlll of Vermont, who were
termed “fathers of the house,'” Mr. Mll-
burn was first elected chaplain of congress
In 1845, belng then a resldent of Illinols,
and hailing from the congressional distriot
represented by Lincoln.

When Joseph Medill was editor of the
Chileago Tribune he was asked by a young
man who had been sent hy him on a special
newspaper mission, to put his autograph
in the young man's collection, and *“some
sultable sentiments to go with It," sug-
gested the correapondent, The following,
duly credited to Emerson, was written above
the autograph: *“Facts are the horror nf
the intellectun]l domain.'” The correspond-
ent had falled In his misslon to obtaln the
Iinformation which Mr. Medill considered
important.
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Senntor Pettus, who will be 80 years old
In July, scorns to employ a watchmaker
when hig timeplece gets out of order, but
does his own tinkering. Two days ago his
watch stopped while the senate was in ses-
sion, Mr, Pettus pulled his spectacles down
on hld nose, took the works out of the caso
and began looking for the trouble. Witn
A pin he poked around among the wheels
until the machinery started up again and
everything seemed to hls liking, Then he
placed the works back In the case. Benator
MoeEnery was an interested spectator and
oceaslonally made suggestions as to the
best method of procedure.
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It 18 proposed In Indlanapolls to erect a
monument to Levl Cofin, “who," says the
Indianapolls Journal, “during the stirring
times immediately preceding the outbreak

eyes upon the Venezuelan trade, put its
hands there afterward, and now It has most
of the trade In its pocket.  After the mer-
chante, came the financiers. While Paul
was president the projectors of the rail-
way company, bearing the same name
the great cannon making establishment in
Gormany, appronched the Venezuelan
ernment with a proposition for the
nection, by rall, of the two large cliles
of the country, Venezuela, filled with
natural resources and anxlously alive to
the necessity for specdy transportation,
welecomed the propogition gladly

Within four years the people of Vene-
me'n gaw in operation. between Caracas
und Valenzia, o well-eguipped modern rail-
way, carrying paseengers and frelght ot
rates which the public found aceeptable,
and serving all the purposes required of a
modern, frst-class, well-plunped road. It
looked as I German enterprise, German
finance and German thoroughness were real
blessings to the people of Venczuela,

What the country at large did not know
wns the manner In which the rallway con-
cesslon had been oblalned and the 8hylock
terms on which the road had been con-
structed and equipped With every item
of expense Included, the cost of the entire
project could not have been more than
£7.000.000, From the city of Caracas, for n
distance of elght miles, the country was
mountalnous, and It was necessary that sev-
eral tunnels be bullt, But, beyond that, all
the way to Valenzin, the route lay through
coffee plantations and along savannahs, as
level as a board. All the rallway company
had to do was put down its ralls and run
its tralns,
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Busin of Kenpp's Claim,

The proposition which the Krupp com-
pany lald before the Venczuelpn congress
wis that the republie of Venezueln guar-
antee to pay, irrespective of any returns

of the civil war was alt the head of the
organization In Indiana that conducted the
famous underground railrond through the
medium of which hundreds of black refu-
gees made thelr way from the slavery of
the south to the liberty of the north. The
movenient has revived Interest in the life
of Mr. CoMn, and particularly in that period
of hls career devoted to the assistance of
the southern negroes on thelr way north-
ward, While Levi Coffin was a resldent of
Newport he sheltered for several days Eliza
Harris of '‘Uncle Tom's Cabin' fame, and
it was he who guve the report of her cross-
ing the leebound river to Harrlet Beecher
SBtowe. The man who, near Ripley, as-
#lsted Ellza up the Indlana bank of the
river was one of Coffin's assistants and con-
federates, and, only a few months ago, died
In the home which first sheltered the es-
caping slave after her perllous crossing
of the leefloe. Although Mr. Coffin died in
his home near Clnclnpatl, In 1877, the move-
ment now on foot Is to have the mopument
erécted 1o hls memory in this eity.”

General Harrison ©, i;hllﬂfl. n distin-
gulshed citizen of Wisconsin and last sur-
vivor of the five daring men who planned
the tunnel escape from Libby prison during
the eclvil war, died last Bunday, aged 82,
The story of the escape of o number of
prisoners from Libby Is a matter of inter-
esting history, and had been told In &
pamphlet {ssued by General Hobart later In
Hfe.

At that time there were no exchanges of
prisoners and the men in Libby planned to
galn thelr freedom. A few of the daring
and resourceful leaders finally hit upon the
plan of digging a tunnel. The scheme was
confided to twenty-five men, who could be
trusted not to talk, and the work was be-
gun. A table knife, chisel and spittoon
were the tools, But two persons could work
at the same time. One would enter the

from the road - which went into the hands
of the rilway promoters—an annual sub-
sily of 7 per cont on the oapltal stock. The
stock was to he jesued on the legitimate
bhasis of the actual cost of construction,
The rate of subsidy was so high, on the
one hand, and was so cagerly coveted by
the Germans, ot the other, that they made
every possible effort to secure the concess
pion,

Now, n subsidy of T per cent, clear on an

aetunl Investment would have seemed A
Goleonda  to the modern  Spaniard o1
Frenchman, a trust of magnificent propor

tions 1o an English investor and a Klon
dike to an American, As for the Germans,
they made the astute reflection that 7 per
eent on a real investment of §7,000,000 was
not half as good as 7 per cont on $15,000,000
80 they Issued capltal stock to the amount
of $156,000,000,

The republie, for its part, made the ox-
tortlonate subsldy a natlonal debt, Crespo
was In power when the Krupp company, 1n
1802, immedintely upon the completion of
the rond, made the staggering demand for
a payment of £1,060,000, in quarterly In-
stallments. He declared It was plain rob.
bery, and, at that time, there was gome
little tulk on the part of the Germans
nbout Venezoeln's reluctance to pay s
debte, The apprehension of what a refusal
to comply with the terms of the agroee-
ment might mean to Venexueln in Interna-
tional finance Induced Crospo to go on with
the payment, But embodied In the national
debt as they were, the surplus in the treas-
sury frequently fell short. All the govern-
ment  had It gave—until the arrearages
amounted to the $2,000,000 Germany now
secks to collect, The demand for full pay-
ment of all arrears was made eight months
ngo, when the country was in the throes
of eeveral revolutions, and President
Castro found his resources fully taxed to

hole with the “toole™ and a small tallow
candle, dragging the spittoon after him
with a bit of string. The other would fan
alr Into the passage with his hat and with
another string would draw out the apittoon
when loaded and conceal the dirt beneath
straw and rubbish of the cellar.

Each morning the working party would
carefully replace the bricks In the fireplace
where the tunnel atarted and remove all
evidence of the work. Through a mistake
of the “englneers’” of the tunnel the
scheme nearly falled, for the first opening
on the outside was within ten feet of some
«entinels. This was plugged up and the
work contlnued.

After thirty days the hole was completed,
the twenty-five men in the plan were mar-
shaled under command of General Hobart
and at 7 o'clock on the evenlng of Febru-
ary 9, 1864, the men began crawling through
the hole. In order to bewllder the guards m
dancing party with music was extemporized
In the room. One by one the men emerged
from the hole, passed the sentinels and
mingled with the crowds on the streets.

The subsequent perils of these men, some
of whom reached the union lines In safely,
pursued by cavalry and bloodhounds, form
one of the most pleturesque and thrilling
chapters In the history of the clvil war,
After the orliginal twenty-five men had e
eaped through their tunnel they were glven
one hour's start by the remaining prison-

ers, when there was a wild scramble for
lherty.
One hundred and nine men passed out

through the hole that night, of whom fifty-
seven eventually reached the uplon lines,
the others belng recaptured or dylng of pri-
vations whila hiding in the swampa.
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Judge Alfred Steckler, justice of the su-
preme court of the State of New York, was
born a poor lad on the East Side, his
father having died when he was 6 years old.

repress  them There  wns  alwolutely
no money adeguate for the pay
ment of $2.000000,  But General Castro,

Hke General Crespo, abhorred the 1dea of

any charge of repudintion of debas He
endesvored to convinee the Krupp com
pany that Venezueln would dlscharge (1«

obligations.  And, when governiment troops
had to be transported in the course of the
disturbnnees, he wsed the Caraces  ralle
way and pald the transportation charges
i cnsh,  When the revolutionlsts tore up
the tracks he patd the damages o cash
And he, like Crespo, undertook to pay as
much of the guaranty subsldy asn was pos
sible at the Nrst opportunity the
of Venezueln could afford

Anances

Frunee Hasn Similar Clnim,

It has happened that o case analogous to
that of the Krupp company has brought n
Freneh olalm up  for settlement hetween
Venezueln and Prance. The Orvinoco River
company, holding a contract wihh Ven
czuvla for the navigntion of the Orinoco
and the exploitation of the rubber belt,
clatmed damages to the amount of $400,-
00 by reason of the politieal disturbances
The river company put its clalm into the
hands of the Fronch minlster of forelgn
affaire for collection. He Investigated the
cnwe and came to the conclusion the clalm
was a Just one. On the part of the govern-
ment of France, therefore, he addrossed a
request to the government of Venezneln
for a court of arbitration. The detorminmg-
tion of the character of the court Is In
course of adjustment, France desires thnt
the judges of the court be neither Ven
cruelans nor French In natlonality. Ven-
ezueln, because of the essentinlly  South
American conditions surrounding the
olnim, desires tho court to be composed
exelusively of Venezuelans, The two gov-
ernments are now engaged amileably  in
Algcunsing the formation of the court and

PUTTING DOWN THE TRACKS PABT THE HOMES OF THE PEOPLE

Heo secured work in a law office, where he
mude hig etart, and when still 0 mere boy
hecame president of the Literary Boclety
of the Cooper Unlon nnd In its debales
broadened his education,
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Captaln Frank Schoeffel, who commanded
the delachment which recently repulsed a
large force of bolomen and who was
wounded, I8 n hero of Pekin and a fAighter
of note among the gallant men-at-arms of
tho “Fighting Ninth."

It was Company C of the same reglment
that was surprised while at breakfast at
Balangnn, Samar, September 20, last, and
fought with bare fists the 300 feroclous bolo-
men who surprised them.

Captain Schoeffel's record figured prom-
Inently In the investigation of the hazing
of Cadet Booz at West Point. That eplsode
brought out the faet that he was the only
graduate of West Point who had whipped
every upper clasgs man agalnst him while a
cadet at the military academy,

During his four years at West Point Cadet
Bchoeffel whipped with his fists a whaole
class of thirty men.

One day five men
Brehoeflel at once,
six rounds.
by Schoeffel.

Oaptaln Schoeffel's war record Is in ac-
cord with his school-day achlevements and
his showing In the engagement in the Phil-
Ippines ia no surprise to his friends.

At Ban Juan he was one of the first up the
hill. In the rellef of the Pekin legation
Captain Schoeffel wos In the van of the
Aash of the Ninth, which cost that regl-
ment Its commander and many brave mon.
In this attack his daring won him distine-
tlon and a Chinese bullet.

were pltted against
The bout Insted twonly-
At the end they were all tired
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There ought to be joy in the heart of the
king of Blam, observes the Washlngton Post.
He wants to come to the United States an

Venezuelan Version of Basis of Germany’s Claims

the elatm  will ultimately be heard  and
sntisfied mccording to international law

Vonesusln doos not refuse 1o pay the Ger
man clalm. But the republic does refuse
to be tullled into payment by the German
empire.  The dispute will meliled  in
either of Iwo waye One way g for the
German  government (o accept  Goneral
Custro’'s engngemeont ta pay part of the
2,000,000 within the next few months, and
14 'ny the rosi ns epeedily e
the  conditfon of  the  treasury will
nllow The othor In 0 Insist on  pay
ment at opnee and to endenvor to collect
by force 1t Is trwe, Germany could aelze
nnd hold any Veneguelan port - preferably
that of La Guayrn.  Nut the selzure of La
Guayrn would mesn that Germin troops
must Keep the peace of the territory they
vecupy, and that the Venezuelan govern
ment is under no responsibility for their
protection,  The mountaing are only 600
feet from the seashore. The moutalneers
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huve a nasty habit of coming down with
riftes, In groups of a dozen, at night. Ger
muny  would  Ond Heelf Involved in o»
puereilla warfare which would place the
Ity practieally in a state of slege B
nation, Germiuny would feel 1ttle appre

honslon of a war with Venozuela, although
it might be well to remember that Spain
e dedd 200,000 men to hold Cuba, and Eng
Iand has already usod 300,000 men to secur

nourip on South Africa
Dut what Germany has alrendy shown

evidence of remembering In that the 700,000
bags of Maracalbo and La Guayra coffee are
handled by the German commercial houses
It eannot afford to peril its entire trade
with Venezucla for a clalm that ean, by
no possibility, remaln more than half just
The most serlous outcome of the trouble
thnt need be looked for at any time (s n
paval demonstration off the coast.
I. 1. DIAZ BARCENAS,
Venezuelnn Consul at Philadelphia
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Episodes and Incidents in the Lives of Noted People

the guest of the nation, which menns that
the good people would have to pay the
royal bills. If the proposition now befors
congress to invite his roynl majesty should
become n law, the king could put a time
lock on his purse when he reached San
Francisco and hold It there until he set gafl
for home.

And there ought to be joy In the royal
heart hecause the first step toward Inviting
him has been taken, The sub-commitien
of the committes on forelgn relations, which
has had the matter under conalderation,
has declded to report favorably, 1f the
king has n senee of humor—and If he has
not he ought to cultivate it befors he comes
to the United Btates—he will laugh at the
reanson which has actunted this favorable
netion,

“The king’s son,” sald Willlam Alden
Amith, the chalrman of the sub-committee,
“hne shown himaeelf to be a liberal spendor.
He blew In 230,000 on the Tenderloln In
New York. If the old man Is llke him 1
think he ought to be Invited"

Mra. Jessle Benton Fremont, wife of the
“Pathfinder, General John €. Fromont, s
a1l living nt the age of 77, In the pretiy
oottage In Los Angeles, the gift of the
women of Californin. During the early part
of Queen Victoria's relgn she visited Eng-
land and wns presented to the gueen and
Prinee Albert, and she has known person
ally every president since Jackson.

[,

"“The features of the human face,' sald
Mark Twain the other day, “can readlly be
compelled Into n kaleldoscope of contor-
tions, running the gamut from the expres-
alon of Intense delight to the expresslon of
excrucinting ngony. You will never wholly
reallze this, however, until you have the
opportunity of watching a humorist In the
throes of turning out a ‘side-splitter.’ "




