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Kentucky people are afrald to kick on
the weather. It is all they can do to
stand on both feet.

—ee

Prince Henry may not visit Omaha,
but the good King Ak-Bar-Ben will give
us a good taste of royalty just the same.

——

Unless that warm wave hurrles up
the groundhog will find himself
snowed in when he is due for his first
APPeArADCe,

Moral of thé Pittsburg jail break—
prison wardens should be chosen from
the unmarried men who have no wives
susceptible to bandita’ charms.

——————

Lincoln councilmen are discussing the
question of a heating plant service for
thele city. It Is to be feared, however,
that interest in this project will cool off
as the temperuture warms up.

Reports from Bouth Africa are to the
effect that the Awmerican broncho Is
proving an acceptable cavalry horse.
He ought to bave a tendency to elevate
the cavalry arm of the service,

The retirement of Rear Admiral Crom-
well from active duty In the navy will
take out of the service the only naval
officer of high rank who entered the
naval academy from Nebraskn.

ﬂ

Chicago contractors have stepped to
the front with an offer to bulld the
isthmlan canal, Chicago men are
averse to having anything big pass by
them without an effort to hitch on.

When the wires begin to go under
ground they must npot stop with tele-
phone and electrie lighting wires. The
overhead telegraph wires are just as
unsightly and almost as dangerous as
the others.

———

Vienna has at lust discarded the
horse car for rapid trapsit and adopted
the electrie system, It the people of
that city persist In thelr lnpovations
they may possibly get ahead of the
processlon in the next fifty years.

e

A Wisconsin woman announces that
shie Is golug to lLondon to denounce
Kiog Edward at the coronation cere-
monles. Having announced her lntentlon
4n advance it Is mwore than lkely that
she will not get a front seat at the cere-

EE——————
incouraged by the success of the
packers in securing special rates the
wholesale dry goods men have com-
blued to brlng pressure to beur upon
the rallroads, Big shippers are rapldly
learning what bait to use to hook spe-

ciul favors,

| ———

Congressmen should remember that
the big cattle companies can well afford
to have wen on hand to present their
side of the land leasing guestion, while
the thousands of swall owners cannot
afford to Eeep o lobby at Washington.
Their rights are entitled to considera-
tlon just the same.

S ———

General Miles has followed Admiral
Behley i announcing that he has no
political ambitious and Is out of polities.
The democrats who have been seeking
to make an issue out of these two men

" must go back to the domaln of legltl-

mate polities, even If the stock on hand
is ‘& little threadbare,
———————

Ten wholesule jobbers In dry goods In
the Missourl villey have entered Into
an arrapgement for joint shipment of
all their merchandise from the eastern
markets with a view to securing more
favorable concessions from the transe
portation companies. This is perhaps
the first instance ou record where
Omaha, Kansas City and 8t. Joseph
merghants have joined hands for muy-
tual advantage. '

—

REPEAL OF WAl TAXES

The unanimons  recommendation  of
the committesr of ways and menns of
the houke of representatives for the re-
perl of the internal revenne wWar taxes
will be hailed with general satisfaction
by the poople of all sectione, The par-
tial repeal of war taxes by the last con
Kress wie a sonrce of popular gratifiea-
tlon. The abolition of the stamp duties
on telegeaph messages, oxpress  packs
nged, hank checks and other commer
clul paper removed the most offensive
feature of the war tax,

While no form of taxatlon le popular,
stamp dutles and specinl taxes levied
upon various Industries for the purpose
of ralsing Internal revenone are by all
odds the most unpopular. By wiping
out ull of the other forms of internal
revenue taxes that had been devised to
meet the demand\upon the natlonal
treasury caused by the enormous draft
of the Spanish-American war congress
will remove the last vestige of the self-
Impoked burden of the people of the
United States, nssumed for the libern-
tlon of Cuba from the Spanish yoke,

An early repeal of the war taxes had
been pledged by the natlonal republican
couvention that pominated McKinley
and Roosevelt and the redemption of
that pledge earller than the country had
anticipated will redound to the credit
of the republican party. Buch an
achievement would, however, have been
Impossible but for the marvelous pros-
perity of the country and the colossal
Industrial expansion experienced since
the close of the Spanish-Ameriean war.

Although that war Involved an outlay
of over £500,000,000, there Is a surplus
In the United Btates treasury of over
$174,000,000 at the disposgal of congress.
The effect of the repeal of the war tax
cnnoot fall to be splutary and very far-
reaching. While the estimated redue-
tion In Internal revenue recelpts will
reach 877,000,000 per anunm, there will
still be ample means at the disposal of
the government to meet all legitimate
expenses It may be called upon to make,
One of the Inevitable effects of the re-
peal of the war tax will be the cessa-
tlon of all agitation for tariff revision
excepting where the tariff promotes ex-
tortion Iun the [uterest of Industrial
monopolies without conferring any ben-
efit upon thelr patrons. For the time
being, und perhaps for many years to
come, the revision of the war tax will
also dispose of any scheme of reciprocity
that would place Cuban sugar and to-
bacco on the free Mst. It goes without
saying that the unanimous report in
favor of the repenl of the war tax by
the committee of ways and means in-
sures the passuge of the bill which the
committee Is about to report to the
house without a contest.

The predictions made by the oppo-
nents of this measure that the bill will
encounter serious opposition In the sen-
ate Is, however, not likely to materialize,
Without definite Information on the sub-
Ject, we feel sufe In the prediction that
a very decisive majority of the senate
will concur with the house in favor of
the repeal of the war tax, and while
there may be some sparring before the
finnl passage of the bill, its enactment
Into law Is almost a foregone con-
cluslon.

——
RUUM FOR 4 FEW MURE,

While congress 1s wrestling with bills
designed to restrlet immigration from
Europe Denver papers are urging the
employment of speclal lmmigration
ngents to be dispatched across the At-
lantle In quest of lmmigrants who could
be Induced to locate in Colorado and
help its people develop the agricultural
and mineral resources of that state. In
calling attention to the proposed lm-
portation of Germans from Nebraska to
cultivate the sugar beet flelds pear
Greeley, the Denver Republican asks:

Why should not people Interested n ge-
curing additlonal settlers for Colorado
lands send agents to Germany and lopduce
Immigration from that country to this
state? Industrial and business conditions
In Germany are depressed and many per-
sons have boen thrown out of employment.
It should, therefore, not be difficult to In-
duce many excellent German people to im-
migrate to the United States and to make
thelr homes in Colorado. There |8 room
here for thousands, and they could acquire
sugar beet land under terms and conditions
that would enable them to become perma-
nent settlers and scquire homes of their
own in a little while.

This is & matter which seems to bave
been more or less neglected by Immigration
agents and others who are Interested in
inducing immigration to Colorado,

Doubtless but little is known in Germany
concerning the conditions that prevail in
this state. There is, therefore, need of
agenta to go to the old country and lay be-
fore the people who may be thinking wbout
removing to the United States the advan-
tagos of this state, especlally in the matter
of raising sugar beets. The people of
Greeley could well afford to turn thelr at-
tentlon to this matter and so could those
who are interested in the development of
the Arkansas, the San Luls and other such
\ulleys.

What Is true of Colorado applies with
equal force to every state and territory
west of the Missourl, There (8 still
room for millions of thrifty wmen and
women who are willing to labor and
help to redeem and build up that vast

reglon.
— i

AN OBJEUT LESSUN FUR UMAHA.

The Board of Education of Chleago
has by the unanimous vote of its mem-
bers adopted a plan of retrenchment In
the expenditures for the maintenance
of the publle schools that can furnish
an object leason for Omahba, The most
radleal changes are effected in the re-
vision of the salary roll and the aboll-
tlon and curtailment of the kindergar-
tens and fads. The salarles of teachers
who have served over seven yeara are
eut by © per cent; high school teachers
and all ewmployes of the board rcelving
more than $1,000 are sealed by a 5 per
cent cut; Gerwan s dropped 48 a regu-
lar study in the schools and re-estal-
lished as a speclal department; kinder-
gartens are to be closed next June;
drawing, singing, domestle sclenss and
so-called fads are to be gready reduced;
prineipals who have reached the maxl-
mum of the salary schedule will be eut

b per cent and the payment of $20 a

month to endets will be discontinued;
in the musie depactment the supervisor
and all but four teachers will be dis
pensed with after Jone, It is estimated
that 2,500 teachers will be affected by
the salary reductions,

In explapation of its action the Chi
cago school bonrd makes this declarn
llu_»n_

The amount avallable for educational
purposes for the year 1002 is quite Inade-
quate for the needs of the schools on the
tazla on which they have been conduated
in the past. We have endeavored to make
the apportionmenta (o the varlous funds,
and our recommendations relative to the
expenditures for this year, In such A man-
ner that the school children, who are our
charges and should have our first and con-
stant conslderation, shall not suffer by
reason of the decreased revenue.

The financial resources of the Omaha
scthools would eall for retrenchment
more emphatically than those of Chi-
cago. The Chicago school board has no
overlap, but Is simply Umited In its In-
come, within which it Is obliged to keep
under the law., The Omahba board s al-
ways overdeawn on Its funds and con-
stantly Issues its warrants agalnst the
next year's Income. Its recent effort to
retrench was a matter of absolute
necessity and its poliey for the future
should be to hold down the brakes until
it has wiped out all overdrafts.

———
A CREDITABLE SHOWING.

In January, 1001, there was @& deficit of
$47,826 in the general fund. This January
there Is & balance of §12,603 in the same
fund—a difference of over $80,000.
in January, 1901, there was a deficit of
$10,128 In the curb, gutter and paving fund.
This January there ls a deficit of $5,681—a
difference of $13,600.

In January, 1901, there was a defiolt of
$38,157 In the sinking fund. This January
there |8 a deficit of $24,230—a difference of
almost $14,000,

In January, 1901, there was a deflcit of
$6,148 In the judgment fund. This January
thero is & balance In the same fund of
$2.061—n difference of over $8,000,

In January, 1801, there was an overlap
of $0,702 In the pgtreet cleaning and sweep-
ing fund. This January there is a balance
of $613 in the same fund—a differcoce of
over $10,000,

In January, 1001, there were deficits In
the other funda of §16,151 and balances of
$0,232, This January thera ars deflcits of
$0,523 and balances of §7,062—a difference
of over §4,000.

All of the ahove differsnces
over $110,000.—~World-Herald.

This la certainly a creditable showing.

It flatly contradicts the ill-defined but
oft-repeated charges of misappropria-
tlon of funds and wasteful extravagance
by the mayor and counecil. It affords
conclusive proof that the present admin-
Istration has not only endeavored to
keep within bounds and sought to pre-
vent overlaps but has managed to re-
duce materially deficits by which It was
confronted at the beginning of the fiscal
year,
If the figures of the World-Herald
above cited are correct, the city Is In
better condition financially by $110,000
than It was a year ago. That striking
fact should also go far toward disillu-
sloning the class of citizens and tax-
payers who have been led to belleve
that the city is In the hands of wreck-
ers and robbers who lose no opportunity
for looting the treasury for the promo-
tion of political ends and the bullding up
of a political machine at the expense of
the taxpayers.

The creditable exhibit of municipal
finnoclering should not, however, deter
the mayor and councll from endeavoring
to do stlll better. There Is abundant
room for the pruning knife, which
shonld be applled wherever it can be
without crippling the public service or
endangering the public safety.

amount to

1

The rallroad employes and the man-
agers are taking a commendable courss
in settling thelr differences over wages.
Aunouncements have been made re-
cently of the signing of numerous agree-
meuts for the coming year, and the eape
with which the settlements are made
lndicates that both sides are Inclined
to be reasonable. Not only the par-
ties, directly Involved, but the entire
country, loses by labor troubles, and
the pity Is that all laborers and em-
ployers could not be as wise,

————

The managers of the 8t. Louls fair are
Jubllant over the prospect that thié Ken-
tucky legislmure will appropriate at
least $100,000 for the exposition and it
is said some Kentuckiaps will not be
satisfied with spending less than
£500,000, Kentucky was never part of
the Loulslana purchase, but If It Is will-
ing to tax itself for the Bt. Louls show
nobody outside of Kentucky will have
a right to object,

The comblnation of Illfnols and In-
diana conl mines has fallen through be-
c¢ause the Illinols men wanted too much
for thelr property. As the promoters
only Iutended to capitalize the new
concern at £150,000,000, which is twice
the value of the properties, they could
not afford to pay any fancy prices.

There Are Others.

Boston Transceript.
Begorra, Prince Henry is not to be Lhe
“only pebble on the beach.” Messrs. Red-
mond and Deviin are coming to this coun-

try, too, ——

Census of Humane People,
Baltimore American.

Anyone who wanted to take a fairly ac-
curate census of the real Christians in the
city had only to note yesterday morning
the pavements that bore a trail of ashes or
sawdust. In the houses upon such pave-
ments dwelt those who loved their fellow-
men.

A Few Doubters Lefit,

Ban Frunclsco Call.

It is sald the demand for the printed tes-
timony glven In the Hohley hearing at
Washington has beeén so great that the gove
ernment will bave to lssue a second edl-
tion, so It seems that a great many people
in this country are still in doubt which
#lde 1o shout for

heeping the Wheels Moving.

Philadelphin Record.

The rallway companies of the United
States are not only keeping even step with
present prosperity, but are making heavy
deafts on - forthcoming prosperity. The
proposition to expend some $800,000,000 in
extenslops and lmproved equipment within
the next two or three years will necessi-
tite very heavy issues of boonds. This will

L
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keep the wheels moving In many (ndustries
If the investing publie shall Yake the bonds
It will also lead the way to further ex-
pansion. Should the increnss of buwiness
kenp pace with the outturn of bonds every-
thing will go on merrily. BDut—there's the
rub

——

A Rift tn the Clonda,
Boston Transcript

It's an 11l wind that blows nobody good.
Even the New York explosion makes n
boom for the glass Industry, which happily
does exint, to some exten!, ou'side the pro-
tected trust, getting the trust's prices,
though compelled to share it good thinga
with Its Inbor, very strongly organized,

Two Kinds of Banking.
Washington Post

Benater Hoar has not traveled much in
the far west, else he would know that the
faro baoking business there s regarded as
every bit ns honorable as the banking busi-
ness where the cashler bundlos up the de-
posite of his depositors, hires a lawyer and
then throws himself upon the sympathy of
the community.

Not Huaying Watered Stock.

Minneapolis Tlmes

Repeated rumors afford some foundation
for the bellef that the two great telegraph
companies are serfously pondering the ad-
visabllity of offering thelr llnes and plants
to the government. It would not be a bad
bargaln for the companies, provided they
could get their price, am they would base
that price, of course, upon the present earn-
Ing powers of thelr properties. and that
would be about five times the amount It
would cost the government to duplicate
the linés and plants,

An Abaurdity on Its Fare,

Indlanapolls News,

The idea that the average man with an
absolute monopoly under his control will
deal more liberally and falrly with the pub-
o than will the one who knows that If he
doea not deal falrly a rich and powerful
rival will is absurd on its face. What the
people need toduy is more competition, not
less. And In the case of rallroads they
want honest and open management, falr
and equal rates to all, no more rebates and
secret agreements and some authority that
will supervise the business of Interstate
commerce and compel obedlence to the reg-
ulations It may see At to make.

Magnates Contradiet Themselves,

Ban Franelsco Chronlcle.

President Hill of the Oreat Northern
poch-poohs the benefits of competition.
Other railrond magoates when they set
thelr minds on pooling express the same
opinlon, And yet these men, when they are
obliged to answer the argument that gov-
ornment control of rallroads might prove
beneficial to the country, Invarlably an-
swer that {t la the strong competition of
the great systems In the Unlted States
which has produced the alleged marked su-
periority of American rallroad facilities
over those of other countries, notably those
In which government ownership ls the rule.

Flain Duty Shirked.

Chicago Post.

Our two-flmed venerated leader, Mr.
Bryan, made an unmanly evasion when he
declined to kiss the school teachers at a
Pennsylvania Institution of learning be-
cause his wife “reads the papers,” A pub-
Hle man hes public responsibilities, and
Bryan is not ususlly a man to run away
from duty. It Is more thap lkely that he
caught alght of the tuachera before he read
their petition, and his coursge falled him,
for thers are times when the stoutest heart
will quail. But at such times the lights
may be extinguizhed, while the vietim' goes
to his doom iIn the dark. Under the
friendly cover ‘of darkness much of the
pain of duty may be amellorated.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP,
| m—
Remedy for Wanton Abuse of Core
porate Power.
Portland Oregonian.

The recent report of the Interstate
Commerce commission |8 & frank confes-
slon on the part of its members that the
great rallrond managers of the country
treat the Intarstate commerce law with
contempt; that they disobey the law; that
the great rallroad managers and thelr fa-
vored shippers are utterly without business
honor and good faith in thelr attitude to
the laws of the United States which at-
tempt to deal with thelr trafe. The com-
misslon makes no suggestion of legislative
reform which would be likely to prove ef-
fective; It seems to speak In the accents of
despalr rather than of hope of the future,
and the keynote of the last two reports of
the Interstate Commerce commission has
been a tale of discrimination and other in-
justice on the part of the rallroads which
it 18 powerless to prevent., The commis-
slon annually finds that the rallways gouge
the people at non-competitive points and
cefy the orders of the commiaslon to dis-
continuas thelr unjust squeezing of the
shipper. The commission points out that
whenever it Is neceemary to resort to the
trick to tFwart the exercise of its author-
ity or intercesalon, the rallway companies
ralse rates without changing them by
changing the classification of the commodi-
tles to he affected.

Both in England and in this country the
method of publiec control under private own-
ership has been fairly tried and found
wanting. After fifty years of attempled
government control in England and four-
teen years under the commdssion system in
this country, the rallways really con-
trol the government, In both England
and Ameriea the rallway companies have
been able to maintaln exorbitant rates,
both freight and passenger, and frelght
rates are so adjusted In favor of the long
haul for {mported goods ns to diseriminate
injurlously against local producers. And
in both England and the United States the
political power of the rallways s able to
defeat genulne reform or rellef. This sit-
uatlon cannot forever continue without g
revolutionary solution, which is likely to
coms at no distant day in England and the
Unlted States in the form of general pub-
11 ownership of rallways. Whether this
solution comes soon or late, it will depend
on the future administration of the great
rallway managers of the country. If they
continue to give cause for such severe in-
dictment a&s they have recently obtalned
from the Interstate Commerce commission,
the general publle ownership of railways
will come before the end of the century.

The time has been when the leading
men of both parties dreaded the assumption
of 80 enormous an enterprise ng the own-
ership and operation of the rallways, but
it is become a cholce of evils at least, and
suucesaful publlic ownership In Belgium,
Prassia, Australia and Austria bas con-
vinced us that the financial burden s not
diMoult to sustain. The political objection
to n vast Increase of government employes
I8 worthy of very serious consideration, but
thesse omployes would not be tho people's
masters, but the people’s servants, who
could be got rid of when Incompetent or
gorrupt, while the present rallway ollgarchy
are the people’'s maaters, slnce they ure
non-removable by the people. General pub-
lle ownership of rallways I8 not without
very serlous objections, but the ablest
thinkars on this subject belleve that these
objections are fully offsel bys the unjust
discriminations and other Impositions in-
cident to private owpership. The rallway
magnates hayve pbused thelr power and op-
portunity at the expense of the masses of
the people too long and too wantonly much

lsuger to eacape revolutionary legialation.

FEBRUARY

l. [ R AL

OTHER LANDS THAN OURN,

A Vienna newspaper publishes an ace
count of the Industrinl crigin In Russin, and
declaren that It (s steadlly assuming larger
dimensione. For a long time It was con-
fined to the metal Industry, bul now 1t
extends to other branches and ezpecially
to the textile Industry. On all sides, it
ways, there are complininin of bad buniness,
and speedy help v demanded of the gov-
ernment, ns otherwise the crige promises
to invoive consequences which might prove
dlsastrous 1o the whole weconomic and
financial situation of Rusaia The ma-
Jority of Husssian manufacturers are firmly
convinced that Russtan industry ls insuf-
ficlently protected, and that the only rem-
edy for present troubles lles In an increase
of the import duties. There I8, however,
says the reporter, no probabllity that the
government will depart from their system
of moderate protectionism, which they re-
gard a8 necessary for the development of
the natlonal activity, and which they are
endeavoring to introduce in all the treaties
they conclude. The optimism of the gov-
ernment with regard to an eventual im-
provement in the situation ls not shared In
Interested circles, where the conviction
prevaila that the pending crisis will not
prove to be a temporary affair, but that it
Is connected with the genéral economie
situation, and that it will become increas-
ingly mcute If no remedinl measures are
taken.

L 11

Between the years 1806 and 10601 about
10,000 forelgners took out naturalisation
papers in France. According to the cen-
sus just completed, the total number of
forelgners now resident in the country Is
1,087,778, compared with 1,087,491 In 1808,
The increase, therefors, of 444,813 In the
total population since the last census is
not due, to any appreciable degree, to im-
portation. The Paris Temps, commenting
upon these figures, says that they would
bo satisfactory If the Increase were acs
companied by a parallel Influx of forelgn
immigrants to whom naturalization had
been granted.- But, it adds, there seems
to be an effort to discourage both na-
tionalization and immigration. Under the
pressure of certain demands foreign labor
Is more and more hunted out of France.
There are people who, not content with
limiting it by special clauses, would sub-
ject it to prohibitive taxes. This is, no
doubt, an Ingenlous method to induce n
fresh Increase of wages, romarks the
Temps, but it does not appear to be & Way
of increasing the number of consumers.
An increase in the number of Frenchmen
would be welcome, but over-production in
all departments has becomeo so rifo as &
consequence of protectlonist tariffs, and
the securing of fresh markets abroad has
become so difficult, that the broadening of
the home market becomes a vital question.

L 1]

According to a letter in the London Times
from a Constantinople correspondent, the
gultan has begun to exhibit a sudden
anxlety for the completion of the Bagdad
rallway, now that the German conctes-
elonaries are showing a rather Jukewarm
attitude toward the project. The latter
are not altogether assured with regard to
the substantiality of the Turkish securi-
tles for the production of more than $5,-
000,000 annually. The tithes of the reglon,
which the Turks offer, they regard as alto-
gether Insufficlent. The Turks argue that
the rallway will increase production; but
the Germans reply that they have not to
deal with remote possibilities, but with
actual facts, and In entering Into a con-
wention for so vast an operation, the finan-
clal basls must be made abaolutely secure.
This is remdered all the more imperative
because the sultan Insists on having a line
of more than ordinary strength, over which,
trains may run at the highest rates of
gpeed, 120 kilometres per hour. The sul-
tan's present eagerness ls ascribed to two
causes, first, the cessation of pressure upon
him which has had the effect of making
him anxious, while secondiy, recent Im-
cldents at Koweyt have shown him that, in
the affalrs of that region of the Fersian
gulf, his soverelgnty is not the dominaot
factor, and this discovery disqulets him.
The ccncessionaries of the rallway are
firm about the guarantee and the security
to be given for it, and no one ‘seems to
know what, If any, revenues are avallable
for that sccurity, They might be obtalned
trom the incrensed customs duties which
the new commercial treaties will bring;
but the powers will not conclude the
treaties until they have obtained satis-
taction of thelr recent demands concerning
mining regulations, custom house abuses,
and various sdministrative abuses.

(11}

The French customs department has just
published a report for 1900, which throws
much light on the direct commercial re-
gults of the recent interpational exhibition
at Parls. Fifty-nine countries forwarded
their merchandise (food snd drinks not
{ncluded), to the value of 260,000,000 francs,
but the sales amounted to only 7,500,000
trancs. The United States sold to the vafue
of 1,667,000 francs, out of 29,000,000 france;
Germany, 1,510,000 francs out of 28,000,000
francs; England, 906,000 francs out of 20,-
000,00 francs; Italy, 380,000 franmcs out of
26,000,000 trancs; Russin, 452,000 franca out
of 22,000,000 francs; Belgium, 265,000 francs
out of 19,000,000 francs; Austris, 188,000
francs out of 28,000,000 franes, and Hungary,
186,000 francs out of 42,000,000 franca. Cus-
toms duty to the amount of 778,000 france
had to be pald on these sales, nearly half
of which consisted of machipery, artistie
objects figuring for only 65,000 francs.
Taking the general lmports for ‘he year
1900, the foreign merchandise a¥ the ex-
hibition represented only 4.18 per cemt, and
the sales only 0.16 per cent. “The vari-
ous amusements offered to the publie*
remarks the Messager de Paris, “may have
been munifold, but the capital expended
has been enormous, as had been pradicted
by all those who, remembering the exhibl-
tlons of 1867, 1878 and 1889, justly main-
tained that that of 1900 would not he suc-

cessful.”

ane

The commercial British labor and statis-
tical department of the Board of Trade has
just issued its usual annual return as to
passengers who loft the United Kingdom
for places out of Europe, the figures deal-
Ing with menth ending December 31, and
for the twelve months ending on the same
date.

Thus It appears that for the United
States, British North Amerlea, Austral-
asla, Cape of Good Hope and Natal, and
other places, persons of Britigh origin left
last month to the number of 7,214, agninst
§.761 In 1000; foreigners, 4,881, against 4,331,
and of nationality not distingulahed, 428,
agninst 822, making a total of 12,688, as
against 11,404 In 1900, For the twelve months
ended December 31 last, persons of British
origin left for the places mentloned to
the number of 173,140, as against 168,825
in 1000; foreigners, 124,233, as against 124.-
722 and of natiopality not distinguished,
6,470, ns against 5,014; a total of 302,848, as
compared w‘llh 268,661 In 1900,

Crawling Out of the Muck,
Noew York Tribune.

™ Democrats in congress, laying their heads
together in caucus, refuse to reafirm the
Kansas Clity platform, giving token that
they are tired of the Bryanizing which has
been imposed on their party (o recent
years. They seem to think It wants a new
spring suit of principles of latest cut and
pattern, and If the tallors were not such
botches an outfit of the kind might improve
its appearance, though there la no cers
talnty that it would reform Ita character.

A

 population and the demand for manufac-

FOLITICAL DRIFT,
e —

The common eouncil of Syracuss, N, Y.
has voted 1o huy sixty voting machines fof
$500 aplecs to be used in the clty In next
fall’s slection.

The expennes of the city of London this
venr amount to $30,000,000 and those of the
clty of New York, as provided for in the
budget, to $07 000,000,

Mrs, H. M. 8mith of Mound Clty, 111, s a
candidate for the republican nomination of
state supérintendent -of puble [nstruction.
No woman has ever held that office ln 1111-
nolg.

Twenty vears ago Hecretary John D. Long
was governor of Massachusetts, Benator
Cullom governor of 11linols, Charles Foster
governor of Ohlo, General Lew Wallace ter-
ritorial governor of New Mexico, John C.
Fremont territorlal governor of Arlzona,
John P. 8t. John, afterward temperance
candidate for president, governor of Kan-
sas and John B. Pillabury of Minnesota.

The questlon of asesssing rallroad and
other corporate property on like terms with
real ecetate and personal property threat-
ens to split the republican party In Wis.
consin. Governor La Follette Inslsts on
equal taxation of all property. The op-
posing faction wants the governor to go
slow. According to reports, the people of
the state are with the governor In his de-
termination to make all propefty bear an
equal share of the increaging burdens of
taxations

Southern Indfana, known as the Blue-
jacket region, and sputhern lllihols, known
ns Egypt, have long been democratic and
for & very simple reason. In the early days
of weatern |mmigration there were two
streams from the east to beyond the Asle-
ghanies, and an travel was by coach and
wagon the neweomers formed small colon-
les. Bouthers Indlana was largely popu-
lated by the destendants of Virginlans and
southern 1llinols by Kentuckians. North-
ern Iodiana was settled by the descendants
of New England immigrants.

One of the municipal departments of the
olty of Hoston Is the munic department, es-
tablished by ordinance on April 23, 1808. It
is composed of five commissioners known
as the musie trustees. The board has
charge of the seclection of publlc musio
kiven elther indoors or In the open alr, for
parades, conderts, public celebrationg and
other purposes under the authority of the
city counecil, exespt entertainments for chil-
dren on the Fourth of July., It makes the
contracts and expegds all sponeys to be
pald from the treasury far music.

Congressman Fitzgerald of New York le
poking fun at the Indian commissloners’
order prescribing the style of baircut and
the color of paint to be used by Indianws.
Mr. Fitzgerald says he wants more Infor-
mation. T want to find out whether an In-
dian must wear a plug hat, white ahirt, his
halr pompadour and patent leather shoes
before he can pecurs rations,' sald Mr.
Fitzgerald. "I don't think thg latest order
specifies whether the Indlan must refer to
his clothing as ‘pants,’ ‘breeches’ or ‘troud-
ers.' Congrees must settle that question.'’

The trend of democratio sentiment In In-
NMuential localities is reflected by the or-
ganization of Tilden clube, Chicago has
several, all in & flourishing conditlon. The
Tilden Idea is taking root in New York and
its supporters are pushing 1t vigorously.
The Democratic club of Brookiyn an-
nounces a banquet for ruary 16, the
anniversary of the birth of the Hage of
Gramercy Park, at which several eminent
democrats of the old school will dellver ad-
dreésses. The democracy of today and the
democracy of Tilden sre ms far apart as
the poles, but some of the faithful hope to
bring them together. ¢

IMPORTANCE OF IRRIGATION,

Ita Poasibilities Pletured In Glowing
Terms.

Minneapolis Journa).

A brief examination of the statistios of
public lands fs suficlent to Indicate the
{mportance of the proposed plans for na-
tional irrigation.

The total area of the public land, states
and territorles, Is 1,884,021,760 acrea. Of
this enormous total about 1,060,000,000, or
conslderably more than half, still belong
to the national government, as reserved
or unreserved publie land—the latter
classification Including over 800,000,000
Acres.

But, leaving out of consideration the
467,000,000 acres of Alaska, the greater
part of these remalning lands are moun-
talnous or arld. No ome knows what pro-
portion of these 500,000,000 acres—equal to
ten times the total area of Minnesota—Is
#0 situated that it can ever be irrigated.
But It Is well known that large areas of
the so-called desert lands can be made
more fruitful than the rainbelt lands If
means are provided to bring to them the
wator that is avallable. Every acro of
langd thus redeemed Is so much land added
to the mational domain, in effect,

As the land resources of the United
States and thelir steady appropriation by
settlers all through the nineteenth cen-
tury were ob@ of the chief sources of pub-
lle prosperity, stimulating the Increase of

L4

tures far beyond the demand of a settled
community, it 18 of the utmost importance
that the opportunity for easily obtaining
homesteads be maintained sm long as pos-
sible. If omly 100,000,000 screa of land can
ultimately be redeemed by national irriga-
tion the effect will be more than equiva-
lent to fhe opening to settlement of a
naturally watered area twice aa large aa
Minnesota. The settlgment and develop-
ment of such a reglod means a large in-
creasa in population, an immense addition
to natiooal wealth and a very Importast
contribution to the continuation to which
Americans have become accustomed.

— T m——
TELEGRAPH OR TELEFHONE?

Will the Latter Meplace the Former
In Rallrond Service?

New York Bup,

It han been reporied frequently Jdurine
the last slx modths that the telephore was
soon to supersede the golegraph upon one
or more of the large rallrtoads 10 this
country, but the firsi definite announce-
ment of the chapge was made on Monday
and In to the effect that, within a short
time, the entire system of the 1llinols
Contral Rallroad compapy will be equipped
with telephones, and that the telegraph
keys and sounders will be removed, Con-
tracts for the installation of the telephones
have been awarded, and when the work is
completed over 5,000 miles of track will be
covered by the new service.

The advantage of the ltlephnno for rall-
road messages I sald to be chielly Iis great
case of communication, With a telephone
at every station on a line and in each of
the wseveral departments at headquarters,
Inquiries may be made and answered by
the ofMcers mpd employea of the company
with much less Joss of time than by the
telegraph. B no §pecial qualifica-
tions will be required on (B part of em-
ployes to operate the new system. Anyone
with n good ear should have no difMoulty
In recelving & oasage by telephone; and
should he fall to chich any part of a sen-
tence, business is pot lkely to suffer if he
asks to have it repeated. The new service
In bound to be vastly more economical, so
far am concerns the size of the company’s
pay roll, than the one now employed.

But although the telephome may be de-
sirable for the rearons named, Is It likely
to conduce to the safety of passchgera? Ex-
perienced rallronderas will be slow to be-
lleve that, as regards acouracy of trana-
misslon, It will prove as trustworthy as the
telegraph. By the new aystem, ordera to
trainmen and all other mbssages of Im-
portance must, of course, be written out,
as formerly; but how many station men
will be able to write legibly in longhand
as fast as the dispatchor or nny other em-
ploye iIs likely to talk? The illegibllity of
the handwriting of telegraph operators has
always been a wmoured of complaint, and
several of the, worst railrond disasters in
the United Btités have resulted from the
obscurity of orders hastily and poorly writs
ten. But telegraphers are afiustomed to
write rapldiy, and their abllity to *‘turm
out” readabls copy in usually determined
before they are Intrusted with rallroad
work. And how about the Infallibility of
the telephone for conveying distinctly the
sound of the human volce under all cir-
cumstances?

We must take It for granted that the
rallrond company {(ntending to adopt the
telephone upon its lines has thoroughly in-
vestigated the conditions above referred
to, and also many others directly bearfg
on the substitution of the new method.

LINES TO A SMILE.

— g
Washington Star: “De average m At
keeps talkin' all de time," sal ancla.g‘.b'zll.

“would git terrible mad If he was » -
body else an' had to lsten to hhn'f."umc

Philadelphin Pross: “We are here," be-
Jmn the chairman of the mmittes, *'to
discuss ways and means for securing the
passage of our bill by the legislnture.”
”';\\’e li'“ rlmggrrt;d {in; who‘-‘wu some-

hing o obbyist, "1 know the surest o
nll waye ?r we only have sufficlent menm.’r’

1 "*The trouble with
George,” the i‘mung wife's mother was s1y-
ng, “is that he Is too extravagant. When
o wants anything he just gets it. Hae
never corklders the expense,'*

“Oh, T am sure he doex, mamma,"
tested the young wife; “bacavse I
hear him say, ‘d—n the expense!’ "

Boston Tmnlcrlp:__ﬁlck—t say, Harry
1 suppose you haven' ! ¢
“"H',','EE’. “",‘;f , t a dollar .::’u want

— SOTRE, yYou've [ ight,
Dick! With your abiihy -lo'unnrlmtrn 'tho
'frliltl'l“rgnigu ought to ke worth your welght

Washington Btar: ‘“‘You are his rival in
love?"

"y .am-"

“Yet you profesa friendship for him."

“I do.” 1 have baen his denfll! for several
Yeare, and I wouldn't forego the fun of

fixing up his teeth f
worll.« p or anything in the

G AT i g
""-ii'é'w"'l!ﬁﬂh',’-i.’ff"ﬂ'; such a thing?" -
slaimed, Mre. Havekeep. wily 1o Srowing
{gla ml.nllt;:inll{whg'tsh “rl;rﬂnze‘r‘zll‘l‘:mag?)l'?"“uh

Boston Transeript: Mry, Jones—H

vou like your new cook, Mrs. Bm-nu‘ i
Mre, Brown-—Well, I'll tell you, Jha Is
o perfoct fallure at cooki{ng; btit then, there
are always compensations. Bhe ecooks so
wretchedly, In fact, that she can't eat her
own cooking. It really Is quite a saving,
you know.

HEARD IT BEFORE,
Washington Star.

The amall boy with the papers want a-yell-
Ing down the street
And he hinted at sensations til our terror

Wha comf!ele:
nto & man of dignified and

Chlcago Tribune:

pro.-
often

And he ran

Who took MEt By the callar aba. addresssd
00 m e collar a

him In lhllyllyll!: 4088

"My J.‘;{’Jt’.‘,'“.l.’;‘:ﬁ“’aﬁ.'"“ you, that en-
You ‘Eﬁ?ﬁf" stir ' my feelings with a solitary

For human nature always has been more
or less at fault

firte Cain was brought to book for the

ginal assault,

And there were controversles worse than

thore we're ving now,

Bince Achilles an comrades had thelr
prehistorie row

And
‘twill nmever sto

Blnce HSamson met

oNsip—wo hn.v'o‘hld it (hnd I fear
%lollllli in the lady-
Each tncldent that seems
to ‘0 you so b

Is but a repefition of what happensd long
80 1 hops you will excuse me, if T intervupt

To tell you very frankly that I've heard
ou_ve at I
allybofonl:x 4 - %

v
And so It goes,

great coats of ours can

£2.50 to $4.00.
Store Closes at O

A Pretty Good Time

to slip into one of those Heavy Top Coats of ours.
There is no telling how long this spell of weather
will last, and if you would like the comfort these

furnish at a greatly re-

duced price—the chance awaits you. _
BUITS, OVERCOATS, ULSTERS and EXTRA TROU.
SERB-—AIll have a price inducement. '

“No Clothing Fits Like Ours.”

We are showing the first Bpring Hats of the
season—they are wonders for beauty and style—

p. m. Saturdays.

forowning: King -5- (@

Exclusive Clothiers and Furnishers, -
R. 8. Wilcox, Manager.

y




