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(Copyright, 102, Ly Frank G
PIA, Samon, Dee. 24.—(8peclal Cor-
respotdence of The Bee.)—1 glve
you my notes concerning Apia,
the capital of the German colony
In Samon, ns they were written
on the ground, I came here from New Zen-
land enroute for San Franclsco. The sahips
start from Sydney and call at New Zealand

Carpenter.)

and the Samoan and Hawallan Islands on
the way. It 18 now four days since [ left
Auckland, and it will take me four dayas

to Hunolulu,

Steaming Is delightful down here along
the equator. We have nothing but sun-
shine, and such glorious sunshine. As we
consied the Island of Savil, the largest of
the Samoan group, the alr was fresh and
the wind strong encugh to make It cool and
plessant. The sen was o ateel blue, with
gllvery white caps dancing upon It between
ug and the shore, and the sky was full of
white, smoky clouds, Savil makes me think
of the Hawallan islands. It is long and
volecanie, but its volcanic characteristics
are hidden in verdure. As we salled by
it it seemed llke a great hill of the shape
of a horse shoe, the ends of the shoe slop-
ing down to the water. Passing this we
soon reached the Island of Upolu, on the
rorth const of which Apla Is sltuated, Both
Upo'u and Bavil now belong to Germany,
all the rest of the Islands having been
glven up to the United States.

tiermnn Samon,

The
land,

more Lo gel

Germans,
were glad

In their greed for more
to take the two larger
Islands, Out here It I8 thought that we
got the best of the bargain. Both Savll
and Upolu together are not as large s
Rhede Island, and they are of little value
outside their harbors, which are not good.
Bavil Is forty-seven miles long and twenty-
eight  miles wide and Upolu s much
asmaller, Both |slunds are mounltalnous,
fertile and well watered, Like Tutulla,
they have been bullt up by the coral polyps.
alded by voleanoes.

As | came Into the harbor of Apla the
tide was low and 1 could see a great garden
or bed of coral rising up out of the water,
Here and there alopg the shore were slgns
of cultlvition. There were groves of cocol-
nut trees and further up the mountalns
plantatlons of cacao. In the green junglo
oag the hills 1 could gee here and there a
pateh of chocolate brown, where the groun
had been cleared for new cacao farms.
Just back of Apla the white villa of Robert
Louig Stevenson showed out and above 1t
rose mountaln after mountain of different
shades of green or blue, covered by the
vegelution and the clouds.

The country looked very beautiful in the
tropleal sunlight. The sky was full of
fAeecy marses. Here the shadows turned
the sen to green apd there to navy blue,
while upon the land they made n moss of
lHght and shade, added to by the fresh green
crop shiniog out of the old green forest,
Close to the water's edge were what from
our steamer looked Hke vast cornfields,
which the captaln sald were cocoanut or-
chards, contnining tens of thousands of
trecs, loaded with milllons of nuis.

Quite n business s done here In copra,
The coconnuts are gathered, split open and
the meat taken out. This la cut Into strips
of about 4x6 inches and dried Iin the sun,
when it shrinks to about half that slze and
Is known as copra. After drylng It is
packed In burlap sacks, ¢ach contalning
about seventy pounds, and thus shipped to
Burope and the United States. 1L sells
hore for about 2 cents a pound and In
Liverpool or San Franclsco for about 8
cenis a pound.

Look nt Apin.

1 am much disappointed In Apla, From
Robert Louls Stevenson's lettera and. the
fuss which the town has made in the Inter-
national history of the recent past 1 ex-
pected te find It o city. It Is a shabby
little village of 8560 forelgners. There are
200 British and 150 Germans, with a few
Americans and French for good measure,

AVA=THE GIRL IN THE CENTER DOES THE CHEWING.

The town Is right on the seia and It runs
around the harbor, It Is made up of bungn-
low-shaped bulldings, roofed with galvan-
lzed {ron. A great crowd of Samoans came
down to greet the steamer and the whole
population of forelgners was out for the
BAmMe purposc,

I went up to the Tivoll hotel and have
made this my headquarters during my stay,
The town lisell Is easlly exhausted. It has
n half dozen business houses, engaged In
shipping cacao and copra and in furnishing
the natives with different kinds of fancy
goods, cottons and tinned stuffs. There are
two photographers, a lot of consuls and a
baker's dogen or so of German officlals.
The Germans are now doing the bulk of the
trade and they are gradually gobbling up
the plantations

I rode up to Robert Louls Stevenson's
home. It now belongs to a German and the
cacao plactation upon which he sweat so
profusely was bought at half price by a
German planter. This planter has ma-
terinlly added to the house and ls fast de-
stroying all vestlges of Stevenson. He has
a slgn over the gate In half a dozen lan-
guages, beginning “Eingang verboten" and
golng on to say In English, French and
Samoan that strangers are prohibited from
coming Inslde the gate. Robert Louls
Stevenson's tomb I8 overgrown with weeds
and the pilgrimages to it from the Incoming
ships are less every year,

Amung the Samonnm,

I have been taken around over the laland
of Upolu by one of the Samoan chiefe. 1
was Introduced to him in hig house, a kind
of thatched shack not for from Apia. He
was hall naked when 1 came Into the
Fouse, but he dressed himself In my pros-
ence and went about with me. 1 find that
he speaks good English, He knows the
islands well nnd {8 very Intelllgent, as are
all the natives I have so far met.

With my friend the chief I visited many
of the Samoan villages. They are made up
of huts walled and roofed with thatch. It
is not necessary that the walls be tight, as
it 18 always warm here, and the more aly
yeu can get the better. The usual sleepin:
place 18 the floor and this Is also the
sitting place.

The conditions are just abeut (he samo
I Tutulla and Manun as here, and what 1
write about Upolu will do equally well for

our islands. The people slefp on  grasi
mais, which they lny on the ground. They
uee ns plllows a litle stick of bamboo,
mounted on four short legs, which ralses
their heads well up off the floor. The
Samonns are a cleanly people. They are
always bathing. You sece them everywhere
in the water, both women and men. They
wade about walst-deep In the streams,

gwim together in the surf and splash one
ancther, acting more like boys in swim-
mipg than men and women,

I'mele Sam's Samoan Dnughters,

I lke the Samonn girls and 1 th'nk Uncle
Sum has materially added to his gallery of
Amer.can heauties by the acquisition of
Tutulla and Mapua. Manun, you know, ls

an island of ours a little beyond Tutulla,
which I& noted for Its pretty girls. The
Samoan women have beautiful forms. They

ure strulghter than the statue of Venus in
the Capitoline museum In Rome, and they
are a8 plump and as well formed as the
Venus de Medicl, They have a rich chest-
put hrown complexion, large, soulful eyes,
which are full of smliles, and luxuriant
black halr, which they often bleach to a
bright red by the use of llme and other
Lthings

Hoth women and men are full of good
nature. Especlally in Tutulla, where they
have not heen spolled by forelgners, they
are gentle, kind and easily governed.

Our government steamor hag been in port
here during my stay and its oMcers have
klven me much Information about things In
our part of the Samoan Islands, They tell me
that the Tutullans already consider them-
eelves American cltizens. They have sworn

alleghanes to the United States and hurrah
for the Stars and Stripes a8 enthuslastically
as we do on the Fourth of July. ‘The gov-
ernment has brought qulet to the Island
It has for years been torn up with wars
nmong the different tribes, but the naval
ofMicials have required that all the guus be
given up and the people are now, fNgura-
tively speaking, turning thelr swords Into
pruning hooks.

Weoe are rullng the Samoans after the
Duteh method; that we are allowing
them (o govern themselves and working
through thelr chiefs. Every village Is a
little republic, with its own chlef, who I8 In
most cages 4 hereditary ruler, These chiefs
have been made the governors of thelr vil-
lages and all work Is done through them.
Our naval oMelnls sit bebind the chiefs and
pull the strings and the people think they
nre ruling themselves. In this way schools
have been established and some of the old
customs have been abolished. The govern-
ment desires to encourage education as far
ns possible and misslonary work Is re-
spected. At present the Islands bave o
revenue of $7.600 a year, the taxes belng
pald in copra.

Fortune Making Iin Snmon,

Is,

I have been asked to Investigate the
chances for Americans to make fortunes In
the Samoan islands. Robert Louls Steven

£

s

MANUA MAIDS ARE NOTED FOR
BEAUTY.
son tried It and falled. He made about
£20,000 a year out of his books, but as far
us | ean learn not a cent out of cacno. The
Islunds have an excellent climate. It I8

good for consumptives, and if the consump-
tive he anything else than an Impractical
newspaper or lterary man he might make
money al coconnut ralsing or cacao plant-
ing. There are men whoe have cacao plan-
tntiees on Upalu who are making money.

Cacno plapts are these which produce the
geeds from which chocolute I8 made, They
are planted here In rows about fourteen
feet npart and sometlmes closer. About
200 rows can be grown upon an acre. It
takes four years before the trees come Into
bearing, and after that time, Il properly
rared for, they are profitable. One Samonn
planter named Moors hoas netted $1,200 o
year from sixty acres and there are others
who have done equally as well

Mr. Moors has 3,000 trees set out st 'ago-
Pago and he expects to set oul more. Some
of the native chiefs have plantations and
there I8 a man named Caruthers who
netted $000 from less than elght acres of
cncao In 1885, Mr, Moors says that two-
thirds of all the land in the Samoan |slands
Is sultable for the growth of ecacao.

I am not sure as to prices of lands on
Tutulla, but 1 doubt not they could be
bought very chesp. Back In the eountry
land I8 leased ns low as 20 cents per acre

NAVAL STATION ON PAGO PAGO BAY, SHOWING START ON NEW BTEEL WHARP

and about Apla good lands are eold at from
$15 1o 850 per mcrs It costs about $60 an
nere to clear the jungle and sel out g
plantation, but small crops can be ralsed
between the trees and If well handled the
plantation will pay In n short time.

As to coconnuts, T think thero Is o good
deal of money In ralsing them almost any-
where out In the Pacific. The lands near
the coast of almost all the lslands will pro-
duce good trees and o good cocoanut plun
tatlon will yleld $1 o treo every year., This
Is so especlally in the Philipplnes, whore,
It properly handled, they will yleld more

Our Island of Manun.

I have n photograph recenily taken of
the village of Manua, on our Island of
Manua. This Is the isgland next largest (o
Tutulln. We have altogether four or five
Islands out here; they are Tutulla, Manun
Ofu and Olosegn, Manun contuing  about
twenly square miles, It Is mountalnous
and surrounded by coral recfs,  The moun
tnins are nbout a balf-mile In helght, Ln
the land rises so gradunlly that the whole
island can be cultivated. The Manuans arc
much the same as the Tutullans The
number altogether about 2,000, but they ar.
out of the line of ocean steamship irave!
and are more Interesting than the Bamoan
of the other Islands. They have hnd mis
slonaries for the Inst seventy yemrs and
nre Christinns.  They have churches and
schieols and llve peacefully  under thelr
king. They produce enough food for them
selves and sell enough copru to buy whal

they want In other ways., The Amerlcan
oMcers say that coconput  and  banana
plantations nre belng put oul on all care

Islands nand that they will scon inerease In

production and wealth. Theéy have noth-
Ing but good to say of the people.
It I8 Interesting to hear naval ofMeors

tell thelr oaperiences In 1hese out-of-tho-
way Islands. They wore roceived in  great
stute by the king of Manua, who treatid
them to kavan before he disoussed business
with them. He had his chiefs with him
and his wife, the quecn, sat bealde hlm
during the audience. The kava was brought
in by the belle of the laland in a ocup
fastened to a branch of cocoanut palm. It
was first glven to the klpg, who handed it

back to her, whercupon she filled it and
agaln gave it to his majesty, He drank
some of it, first pouring some on the
ground After this It was presented to
Commander Tilley ond the other officers
and they drank it, although they know

very well how it was made.
Chewed by Pretly Glrls,

The preparation of kava s much the same
as that of chicha in Bollvia, Chicha Is a
beer made of corn, the grains of whilch are
chewed up by Indian girls and expectorated
into a pet in which they are left to fer-
ment, Kava comes from s root grown In
the Pacific islands, and the kava roots are
chewed up by the pretty Samoan girls and
made Into a drink after the following man-
ner: ‘The kava Is first washed and then cut
up Into Mttle Then a young girl,
preferably a pretty girl, after washing her
hands and ripsing her mouth, begins to
work. 8he puts one cube of keva into her
month and chows It vigorously, When It 15

cubes

well masticnted she ndds apother and an-
other until she has within ber lips and

cherks o mwass of masticated fber as big ns
an vEg

This she thkes our and lays in o large fat
bowl aud then beging to form another ogg
She keepn oo muking eggs until all the root
Is chewed. Then water I8 poured Inte the
Lowl and  the girl beging to knead the
fibrous wass under L. Poally the Julce
koes out of the fiber Into the water. It is
stralned through other Nber until It s clear
It is now of n milky color and it tastes for
all the world ke a mixture of sonpsuds
and bitters, It I8 not an Intoxicant, but
when taken in excess it goos to your knees,
remdering you unuble to walk stralght for
# thme.  This  drink used In i the
lands of the Pacllle, and here in Samoa
anyone who s making knva has the right
ty nak any girl who s passing, no matter
who she may be, to come In and chow for
him
Minslons In Snmaon,

Is

I understand that thy
soclely dn

Landss WMissio saey
much good throughout all
1t b working here
for almost throe generations and it now
clulma 27000 converts. There nare  also
Roman Catholle missionaries on some of
the Islapds, and altogether the people are
religlous. It seems to me (hat the avernge
morallty pmong the uatives of many of the
Ielands of the Pacilic s far higher than
meng the forelgners, It s the forelgners
who bring in the whisky, and the average
beadh-comblng trader I8 not n wan o be
respected,  althougl  thers  are high-olises
business men seattered through the various
archipelagoes.,

The London Missionary sovlety has done
n great deal of work In the Fijls, the Ton-
goas and other Islunds, It has organlzod o
glrls' high echool in our possesslons re-
cently and It fs dolng much to clevale the
people

There are a number of Improvemonts go-
Ing on about Pago Pago bay. A sted] pler
I8 being bullt and conl sheds have been
crectod, The pler was, | undersiand, first
put down upon coril rock instead of bod
rock. After a time the rock broke through
and It Is sald that a large peret of the work
will have to be done over sgaln. The har-
hor of Pago Pago s by far the best on the
Islonds and it will probably be the chlef
conling place for the stowmers which crose
this part of the Pacifie, tuking the place
which Apla has now
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CARPENTER.

Not a Common Farmer

syrucuse Hernld

“What, my doughler
marry you, a common clod of o furmer?
Young man, you must be erazy.” remuarked

the cholerie old gentleman with the Mark
Hanua bulld.
Wi looked to sce the young man (o the

overalls wither up und disappear, but In
ftead  hoe smiled falntly, oven haughtlly,
uhd, Jingling a bunch of loose change in his
pocket, pensively remarked:

“Mr. Vanderfeller, 1 planted twenty aeres
to potatocs last gpring, and the crop was
0 Ruccess

“What!" cried (the old man, surprise anid
remorse In his tones, “'twenty wores of
potutoes?  And 1 called you o farmer?

You're un sgriculturiat, sir, and 'm proud
to have you as a son-in-law."




