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Now that the clty assessment roll has
been completed, the next question s,
What will the tax rate be?

—

We suggest that the state poultry con-
vention use its Influence with the balky
hen to Iuduce her to return to a full time
workday.

e

Prince Henry Is to visit 8t. Louls and
Mllwaukee. This goes to show that the
prince has had a hunch as to where the
largest breweries are to be found.

Why couldn't the Elks let the good
people of Omaha fill two baskets at once
by dividing the proceeds of their forth-
coming benefit fair with the auditorium
fund?

e —

The prospective bride of Inventor
Marconl hus asked that the engage-
ment be declared off aud he has con-
sented. The inventor's system does not
appear to be a success In conveying love
flashes,

——
The problem of planting six county

commissloners In five places has solved
itself by the ellmination of one of the
claimants.  Perbaps the problem of
seatipg two police judges on one bench
will solve Itself also,
————e

The democrats In congress are making
& fight on the deficlency appropriation
wll. Deficlencies are democracy's long
sult and anything the party representa-
tives have to say on that subject should
be listened to respectfully.

Interstate Commissioner Yeomans
denles that he is an aspirant for the
democratic presidential nomination. Mr.
¥eomans has lived In ITowa long enough
to know how It feels to be stepped on
by & big republican majority.

One French legislator has challenged
another to fight a duel because he took
offense at some remark made in debate,
What would be the result of an Omaha
Board of Equalization meeting held In
Parls, under the French code?

Two Kansas men are promoting a
compuny to combine all the creameries
in the country, with a capitalization of
$18.000,000). It the new trust becomes
too exacting the publie will have to fall
back on the farmer's cow and the old
hand churn. {

e —

Haviog rung off the telephone ordi-
nance, the South Omaha council Is about
to wrestle with n new gas franchise
whose promise to reduce the cost of
flluminating material holds out a pros-
pect for a liberal contribution to the
spring cawmpaign.

The coal mine operators are prepar-
ing to ask the miners to accept a redoe-
tion of wages on the streugth of a elalm
that owing to close competition they
have made no profit during the past
year. But the man who pays for and
consiimes  the coal is certalnly con.
vineed that sowebody has made a
profit.

The chairman of the Missouri demo-
eratie committee recently dellvered un
address in which he stated that repub-
(Ueans hated the state because It re
mained steadfast to democracy. The
speaker is mistaken. Republicans o
| mot hate the state; they slmply pity it
iluunurl I8 too goodd a state to be con-
tioually going to the bad.

e ——

The silver element among the lowa
republicans 18 mourning because the
democratic caucus did not select Fred
White and "Pansy Blossom™ Butler for
their senatorial boquets  Instead of
{Thayer noud Seerley, as If the two tirst
‘pamed had not had enough empty honor
‘mominations to lagt ordinary men a life
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IRRIGATION SROULD BE NATIONALIZRD,

The firrigation bill prepared by the
sub-committes appointed by the congroes-
slonnl
states, as outllned by our Washington
dispatchies, will not meet the deinands
of the hour. The schome In fnda-
mentally wrong and at best a were
makeshift for Irrigation In driblets and
patches,

The proposition that the proceeds from
the sales of the public lnnds In the
states and territorles between the Mis
sourl river and Pacliic voast bhe set
apart as a special fund for the reclama-
tion of the arld and seml-arid lands Is
wrong In prineiple and would prove
wrong In practice, There I8 no more
reason why the proceeds from publle
land sales should be devoted to the
reclamation of arld lands than te the
reclamation of swamp lauds, There 1=
no more regson why the construction of
frrigntion reservolrs and irerigation ca
nils should be made dependent upon
the amount realized from publie Jand
siles than there I8 for makiug the fm-
provewment of harbors on the Atlantic
and Pacltiec seaboard dependent on the
amount of port dutles collected In each
respective bharbor.

The country at large s fairly In-
formed a8 to the scope and advantages
of irrigation and s fully prepared w
meet the rational demands upon the
national treasury for the establishment
of a comprehensive system of irriga-
tion works, It is not only Imprudent,
but {mprovident, toe authorize interual
publie lhmuprovewents without definlte
knowledge of the amount to be ex-
pended, If congress deeldes upon the
establishment of an extensive system of
irrigation that will pecessarily involve
the expenditure of many millions, the
amount to be expended each year for
that purposeé should be clearly set forth
in the appropriation bills,

Congress will be justitied In making
liberal appropriations for the reclama-
tlon of the arid and semlarid lands,
but no scheme for the reclamation of
these lands deserves encouragement un-
less it contemplates the nationallzation
of Irrigation. )

First of all, congress should provide
for the preparation of a comprehensive
plan for a national system of {rrigation
by expert hydraulle englneers on a scale
commensurate with the vast aren to be
reclnimed. This may require a topo-
graphleal survey of that portion of the
country not yot surveyed and mapped.

No rational plan thut would embrace
within its scope the entire reglon to be
reclaimed ean be presented without
first ascertaining the volume of water
that can be drained into the irrigation
canals from the rivers at thelr lowest
stage and the area and capacity of
storage reservolrs necessary to insure
a sufficient amount of water for the
land to be lrrigated. With these pre-
requisites kept In view, congressionul
legislation should proceed on the line
of least reslstance without abandoning
the ldea of pationallzation,

The greatest obstacle to be met In the
nationallzation of lrrigation will be the
conflicting state laws relative to water
rights, which make effective co-opern-
tion between the varlous state irriga-
tion systems almost lmpossible, To
reconclle these differences and bring
the state laws Into harmony with na-
tional legislation will be the work of
many years, and congress may as well
begin  the demolition of the fences
erected by the varlous state legislatures
by which they have sought to establish
exclusive water privileges for lrriga-
tion companies who seek to monopolize
the waters of the streams that fHow
within their borders,

Without uniformity in the lrrigation
lnws any attempt to reclalm the great
body of arid and semi-arid lands would
prove a dismal fallure.

MERELY AN OPPOSITION PARTY.

Although the sesslon has hardly gotten
down to real business, the proceedings
in each branch of congress are daily
adding new proof to the demonstrated
fact thnt the democratic minority repre-
seuts merely an opposition party. The
debates, no matter what the questions
at Issue may be, 'dlsclose the demo-
cratle leaders almost invariably posing
slmply as opponents to whatever legis
lative measures the republicans may be
urging. The minority reports ren
dered from the Important committecs
on bills of unusual moment slply
present arguments designed to tell why
the recommendntions of the majority
should not be accepted, Bpeaking gen-
erally, the position of the democrats
on all things before congress Is negative
rather than positive and the tactles of
thelr floor managers obstructive rather
than corrective.

While no one will contend that an op-
position party Is  without mnotable
functions to perform in a popular gov-
ernment lke ours, it ean not be fully
serviceable as a4 part of the political ma-
chinery so long as It rests content with
that role. Constant eriticlsm of the ad
ministration will foree public officlals
to exercise utmost care in  all their
actions and watchful vigilance over ap-
propristions will bold In check extrava-
gunce and wastefuluess, and nsofar as
the opposition works to this end it
makes itself to that extent useful. But
It s wlways the party of construction as
distlnguished from the party of obstrue-
tion that accomplishes results, It s
the party that weets lssucs ws they
arise with tangible and practical propo-
sitlons that furuishes the motlve power
for progress. It Is the party that origi-
pates ldeas and formulates them  Inte
legisiation, correcting the abuses that
appent  and  strengihening  defective
parts, that builds up the nation und
clears the path for Its expanding en-
ergy.

That the minority In the present
coungress hus no settled policy exoept
that of opposition Is nothing strangy.
That bas been the dilemma In which
the democrats have regularly found
themselves whenaver the republicans

time without adding to thelr collection. |

lhave countrplled congress and even when

delegations from the semi-arid

the democrnts have beon In the minjor:
Ity they have fallen Inmentahly  short
of the demands for constrnetive logisin
tlon,

LUOK OUT FUR A DAY OF RECKONING,

The arblirnry action of the majority
of the clty council in overriding the re-
monstrnnes of representative taxpuyers
agalnst the fingrant undervaluntion of
the five franchised corporations cannot
fall to awaken the people to a realiza-
tlon of the pernlelouns influence exerted
hy these corporations upon the taxing
machinery of our city and connty gov-
ernments,

The reduction of the assessment of the
Pridge and Terminal company and of the
Belt line rallroad in palpable vielation
of the letter and spirit of the law |s
abrolutely  indefensible.  Aecording to
the estimate presented hy the commit
tee of the Real Estate exchange, which
I8 regarded as conservative, the valie
of the properties of thé =treet ehilway
company, the water compnny, the gas
compnny, the telephone company and
the electrie lighting company within the
limits of the city would aggregate
$ 122,500,000,
of this valuation, the same as real es
tats, these corporations wonld have been
called to pay taxes upon $£5,000,000, in
round figures. By confirming the as-
sersments fixed by the Board of Review,
they will pay on §1,761,5810, or only 14.5
per cent, instead of 40 per cent of the
true value.

The East Omaha Bridge and Terminal
conipany represents an lnvestment of
more than $2,000,000, and assuming that
the shrinkage In the value of this prop-
erty Is DO per cent, its present market
value could not be less than $1,000,000,
of which one-hulf is taxable ip this ety
and county. The terminals and right-of-
way in the city lUmite eannot he worth
less than §200,000, which at 40 per cent
would be assessuble for $80,000,
mileage rate aecepted by the connedl, its
assessed value will be less than $12,000,
The sume rank inequallty 18 perpetrated
by the council in the assessment of the
Belt line, which pald for (ts right-of
way within the chy limits at least
250,000 per mile, but is assessed at
$6,000 per mile.

The pretense under which the state
mileage valuation s adopted Is that
rallroads can be taxed for city and
county purposes at the rate fixed by the
State Board of Equalizatlon. This as-
sumption, however, Is contradicted hy'
the provision of the law relating to rail-
road assessment, swhich applies exclu-
sively to rallroads that traverse more
than one county, Neither the East
Omuha vor the Belt line railroads reach
beyond the boundaries of Douglns
cownty, and, while they may be used by
other railronds, they are not part of
them and are under the law subject to
the same method of assessment that
applles to street rallroads and wagon
bridges.

Whether the action of the council
shull be overturned by the conrts or not,
the great body of taxpaying citizens feel
outraged and exasperated. They will
not rest until the wrong perpetrated is
rectified In some way. There will be n
day of reckoning that will bring the
corporation managers to realize that the
poliey they are pursuing in the evasion
of thelr Just share of the public tax
burdens is In the end more costly than
o cheerful submission to the law that
would fnsure a friendly feeling toward
them by thelr patrons and the ecom-
l wunity at lnvge.

I It might have been expected that the
heads of departments in the court house
would object strenuously to a weeding
out of the supernumeraries who are al-
witys tble to bring pressure to bear npon
their superiors. It has always been
ditficult to pry men loose from the pulb-
lle erib when thelr services were never
peeded,  But the county commissloners
should not allow themselves to be bull-
dozed or Importuned into an abandon-
ment of the policy of retrenchment,
They need only to make a cowmparison
of the present pay rolls with the pay
rolls of five and six years ago to be con-
vinced that they can dispense with a
good many of the men who have been
smuggled loto the various offices during
the lust few years under all sorts of pre-
tenses, The court house has not heen
enlarged, nelther has the jull or county
hospital; the volume of business trans-
acted by the county officers Is no greater
and the number of jall inmates and poor
farm dependents has decrensed. There
{8 no good reason why the cost of county
government should be greater now than
it was in 1805 or 1804,

The United States has only one ship
at Panama, while the lberals, who
threaten to bombard the town have
three. The commander of the Ameri-
can ship has notitied the Hberals that
bombardment will not be permitted.
As the libernl ships are converted mer-
chantmen, they are not likely to clash
with  Philadelphia. It might be a
good thing for some other countries
of South America If they could induce
the United BStates to guarantee free
transit through thelr dominlons, but
Unele 8am has enough wards at pres.
ent without accepting additional respon-
sibilltles,

The organ of the county attorney Is
much worked up over the fact that the
twao highwaymen who held up the cash-
fer of a gambling house at the point of
a revolver are Hable to go scot free hes
eause no one has appeared (n the pollee
court to complaln agalost them, Suech
n state of affulrs I8 renlly deplorable.
But why don’t the county attorney enter
complaint and prosecute the men?* Sup-
pose they had killed everybody i the
room asd no withess remaloned o make
compluint, would the connty attorney sit
still and let them walk out of town?

It is to he hoped that the county com
misglopers will discontinne thelr star
chumber sessions.  There I8 no reason
why the publie shonld not know the
hpoaitlou of every wewber of the beard

Assessed at 40 per cent |

At the |

on every question that comes before (L.
The secret sesslon muy cover the tracks
of men who are on the wrong side, but
It also does great Infustice to those who

| bave the cottrnge to stand up for the
interest of thelr constituents,

| The contest for the county clerkship
has developed one fact, and that 18 that
i large numwber of fntelligent voters are
not intelligent enough to mark an Aus-
tralinn ballot according to the require-
fments of the law, The man who votes
n seratebed ballot always prides him-
self on his higher fotelllgence, but for
| kome reason he does not exhibit that
| Intelligence o the exercise of his privi-

ege as a sovereign voter.

—

i With the announcement of the com-

illru: visit of Prince Henry of Germany

: come storles of renewed activity among
the aunrchists, particularly at polnts he
s cxpected to visie, 118 royal highness,
however, nesd hinve po fear, He will
b i dess dunger from anarehists o
s conntey than he I8 at howe in Geor-
ny,

A speaker before the Woman's club
apuloglzed for his paper on the ground
that it was prepared for lawyers and
wounld have been différently projected
had it been prepared for the women.
The question Is, Is this a compliment
to the women or to the lawyers?

Some Canse for Thankfulness,

Washington Post.

The Amorlcan women who paint thelr
faces are doubtless thankful that they are
not under the jurisdktion of the Interior
department,

Maryinnd's Reliefl.

Washington Btar.
After ite experience with Senator Wel-
lington, Maryland will experlence a cortain
rellef in welcoming as his successor a man
whoge conversation ks slways modeled on
the strictest lines of diplomacy,

What a Uhange, My Countrymen.

Indlanapolls News,

The spectacls of congressmen present-
ing a petition to the speaker of the houss
praying for the consideration of certaln
measures (s & beautiful one, And this I8
a represontative government, too! When
Speaker Heed was called a czar no joke wan
intended,

Parole of Prinoners in lowa.

Indlanapolls Journal,

Ex-Oovernor Shaw of lowa explains that
thoe actual pardons granted during his term
of office were fewer than those of his prede-
cespors, but he says he did parole a large
number on the conditfon that If they vio-
Iated the laws they were to be returhed to
the penitentary. That is, Governor Shaw
followsd the poliey invelved In the inde-
terminate sentoence,

One Credit Mark.

Minnenpolis Journal.

The United Btates Steel corporation Is &
trust, in popular pariages. Therefore little
good is epoken of {t. But fair play de-
mands that it should be sald that there
are many evidences fhat this corporation ls
being managed (n a spirit of falrness, just-
ness and generosity. The latest evidence
of its liberal munagetent Is the offer to
the engineers of its Yake steathers of sal-
arles about 3300 in.gxcess of what the men
had expected,

Earthauakes’in Nicarngua.

Philadelphla Record,

The earthquake shock experienced on
Thursday last in southwestern Mexico {1lus-
trates and exemplifies the unstable quality
of the territory Iying along the Slerra
Madre range of mountains, And it s
through this range that the western sec-
tion of the proposed Nicaragus capal 18 to
be eut, Thereafter the fateful cry "Trem-
blers! " will mean something more in the
lathmian reglon than destruction eof frail
bulldinge and perturbation among an igno-
rant peasantry.

What Are Free Schools For?

Chicago Chroniele.
Not to enable the rich to send thelr sons
and daughters to universities.
Not to teach any language but English—
nt lemst until every child of Chicago of
school age and attending a publle school
shall have muastered English.
Not to teach the dlspensable until every
child In the scheols shall have mastered
the Indispensable.
The indispensgables are reading, writing,
spelling, grammar and aritbmetic,

These It Is now n fashlon to sneer at.
But every Intelligent mano and woman
knows that these are the foundation of all
knowledge. Without these education is Im-
possible. A& wall concelve & column with-
out a base as education without the three
Re. With the three Rs any chlld may pro-
cend to the top of success in the United
States, success in any field. Without the
three Rs a child starts out in life an “ar-
rested development'' whom no after oppor-
tunity can avail

TRAVEL BY RAIL.

Risk of Life or Limb Esxceedingly
Small
Washington Post.

Travel by rall {8 the safest of all meth-
ods of lonomotion, not excepting even the
primitive way. It may be doubted if there
be any ather place or any amusement or
occupation in which such & degree of per-
sonal safety (s assured as the passenger
in a rallway car possessses. The annual re-
port of the New York state rallroad com-
mission for 1001, just {ssued, derives spe-
clal interest from the tragedy of the tun-
nel which marked the first month of the
new vour, During 1001 the number of pas-
aengers killed on the steam wsurface rall-
roads In Now York state was only slxteen
for the entire 17,618 miles of truck in oper-
atlon and out of a total of about 82,000,000
passengers carried, but even that compara-
tively small numbér was an increass of ex-
actly 100 per cent over the record of 1900,
when thers were only elght passengers
killed out of a total of abhout 74,000,000 car-
ried, In 1901 these New York rallroads
killed one passenger out of every 5,110,813
carrled, ns agalnst one killed for every
06,230,704 carried (n 1000, The average of
fatalitles for the past five years has been
fifteen. The record for the current year
begins sadly, but there |8 no reason to
look for a series of such calamlties as that
over which the metropolls Is being phe-
nomenally worked up by yellow newspa-
pers

The report as to Injuries not fatal re-
celved by passengers while traveling on
New York steam surface railroads in 1001
shows that there were 476 persons so in-
jured, as compared with only 166 lojured
in 1800. This Increass Is not aAcecounted
for, and it is regarded as strange lo view
of the fact that there was an increase In
the number and effectiveness of safety ap-
pliancen The New York Commercial,
#poaking of the fgures for 1001, says that
“when only one passenger out of 5,000,000
in killed the chances of death are really po
remote that most of us can take a seat in
& [llway car without & thought of the risk
JLeRved."” ~ ’

PITE OF WASHINGTON 1LIFE,

Ftehings of People and Events at the
Natlonal Caplinl.

It a amnotnced that the Contury wiil
print In the February and March numbers
an authoriiative wceount of the tlans for
tha bLeautifying of Washington, as devised
by the congreseional commission, A plas-
ter model of the plana [a on exhibition In
Washington and in very genorally recom-
mended A gllmpae of the seale on which
the Improvements are projected may be
thad in these paragraphs from the frst
artlele In the Fehruary number, by Mr,
Charles Moaore, clerk of the o=
mittee on the district.

"“Let one imagine himeelf standing on the
weatern terrace of the capitol on & summer
afternoon. At the foot of the extended
Erounds great fountains toss clouds of re
freshing spray (nto the heated atmosphore.
From the foot of the capitol hill to and up
the monument slope, n mile and a half dia-
tant, two lnes of stately olms march ma-
Jostleaily In column of fours. one eolumn
on onch side of a carpet of groenaward 300
foeet wide
bohind the rows of alms, where the =ires!
croas the Mall groat bands of Hght lie
nerose the stretches of trec-shadow;
ringes and riders pass and repass on the
roadway half covered by the grateful shade,
while pedestrians linger under the wides
spreading trees, Thus, by a eimple device
of planting, the monument s brought Into
the vista of the capitol.

“Or suppose that the observer stands at
the monument, with his gare still directed
to the asttiing sun. The spaos about him,
as extensive as the plazza faclog Bt Petor’s,
is flanked by ecima begeath which children
play. At his feet broad stalrs lead down
to a formal garden inclosed by wooded ter-
races, and from this garden the broad epen-
fog leads to & long canal, tree-bordered, un
at Versallles., Nearly a mile away, where
the axis meets the Potomace, s a great
rond-point surmounted by a Dorle portleo
commemorating the one man in our na-
tlonal history who Is worthy to stand with
Washington—Abraham Lincoln.”

senate

Cuar-

President Roosevelt delights to Indulge
in reminlscences of what was really the
wild and wooly west when he was livine
on a ranch and building up his constitu-
tion. Recently he entertained a delegn-
tion of labor leaders and cabinet officials,
who took luncheon with him, with stories
of some of his experiences, All of them
typified the strenuous life which he way
then living and about which he has writ-
ten so Interestingly in the past.

One story related to the tragle ending of
a dance which was glven on Roosevell's
ranch. The music was furnished by a sin-
gle fddler, who was thoroughly Imbued
with the spirit of the plains, During an
interval following n wild and hilarious
Boston dip which Roosevelt had learned
while at Harvard the fiddler went outdoors
and became involved In a quarrel with a
cowboy. In those days words were pot
wasted when altercations nrose, and in less
time than it takes to tell the luckless fid-
dler was stretehed out dend,

“The most singular feature of the incl-

dent,” the president went on to say, “‘was
the general manifestation of anger hecause
there was no one to furnlsh music for the
continuation of the dance. There seemed
to be no sympathy for the flddler, and Inas-
much as it was Impossible to get another
musiclan within a bundred miles, the dance
had to break un.”
In speaking further of the disregard for
the value of human life In the haleyon days
of the western cowboy, the president re-
lated this little story:

“A train was passing hy ona aof the
ranches in our neighborhood one day and
three brakemen were standing together
surveying the landscape. Two cowboys
were stunding some distance away and one
of tham remarked: *Now just watch me
plek off the fellow that's standing in the
middle.’ He put his rifle to his shoulder,
a report followed, and the innocent brake-
man toppled over mortally wounded,”

Congressman Butler of 8t. Louls {8 hav-
ing trouble with his Ilaundryman. The
congredasman, who Is of huge proportions,
says he can be comfortable anywhere If hls
collar fits his shirtband, Without a thor-
ough agreement between those portions of
his apparel he is utterly miserable. He has
been miserable ever gince he arrived |n
Washington, s0 when hils clothes went to
the wash last week they were accompanied
by the following appealing note:
“To the man, girl or Chinaman who does
up my laundry: For the peace of mind of
& member of congress who comes from the
wild west will not you put forth your best
endeavors to make the Inclosed collars At
the inclosed shirts, as does the one which |
have Incloged as a sample of good laundry
work? It was laundered in 8t, Louls, Mo,
and it should be a matter of pride with yon,
a resldent of the natlon's capltal, to do as
much for the comfort of mankind as do the
laundrymen of the little town on the Mis-*
slagippl. Permit me to add that not only
my blessing, but substantial reward, will
follow the proper laundering of my linen.
Beseechingly yours,
"JAMES JOSEPH BUTLER, M. C.”"

The congressman sent a collar aond shirt
which had been laundered in 8t, Louls as a
copy for the Washington cleaners to work
by, "I thought I would touch thelr hearts
it I 4id not arouse thelr cupldity,” enld
Mr. Butler, “but loek how this collar fita
this ehirtband,” and he craned his meck to
show how the collar had been stretched
untll thers was nearly an inch of unoceu-
pled space between it and hie shirt, "I am
golng to introduce & bill permitting con-
gresamen to frank their laupdry to 8t
Louis."

e

The most popular breakfasth which are
belng given In Washlugton this winter are
those served Sunday mornings o the quaint
old house In Lafayette square which Is oe-
cupled by Senator Hanoa. Corned hesl
hash and buckwheat cakes are the chief
dishes offered and connolsseurs suy thist
those are the fineat dishes of the sort they
hava ever tasted, Mr. Hunna pumbers
among hls Sunday morning guests fellow
senators, diplomats, cabinet officers and the
upper ten of the natlon's soclety. Aa he s
remarkably free with his |nvitations the
table s always filled at his Bunday morne-
Ing breakfosts,  Several of his  guests,
“Uncle Joo" Canon of Illinols among them,
wore 80 fascinated by Mr. Hanna's hash
that they did not wait for an Invitation the
second time they felt hungry for that sort
of food, but made thelr way to the Haoua
home and the first intimation the senator
had of thelr coming war when the butler
unnounced their arrival, Mr, Hanna, how-
ever, says he hopes there always will be
enough hash for all

“l once won a case with one of James
Whitecomb Rliley's pooms,'” says Congress-
man Brick of Indiana, who I8 & lawyer,
“and so 1 stand for him. [ was defending
a man charged with stealing silk, and it
looked so bad for him that 1 declded on
an appeal to the jury. 1 did the best 1
pould with the evidence, but T banked most
on the fuct that the defendant was a young
man with a wife and child, and It would go
hard for all of them to have him go to the
penitentiary for s term of years. My whole
argument led up to the point where I olosed
with Riley's little poem, ‘Back from a Two
Years' Sentence.' When I finlshed the jury
was In tears, and even the Judge and the
attorney for the prosecution were affected.

The jury took just ene ballot aud returned
Lp verdict of aot sullty”

——

HESTLESSAEAY OF THE POLES,

Trrannieal Featnrea of Germany's

| Assimilation Polley,
Heview of Reviews

The Germene have been #o ruthlers, and
|at times wo .cruel and tyrannieal, In this
| businesn, that the Russiin government it-
| melf, which holds contiguous parts of what
| was otice Poland, hae been obliged to con
| voy hints to the Germans that thelr meth.

Loda bid falr to create diMculties for both

Rulldings of white marble gleam |

Russia and Austria. In other wards, the
partition of Paland hes not destroyed the
Polish raclal self-consclousness, and under
conceivable eircumstances the Poles might
rige In another struggls for independence
It is not half so likely that anything of
this sort will happen, howaver, as that the
Polish subjeets of the three adjacent em-
pires will ba treated with much more def-
erence in the future than In the past. The
Poles now number about 156,000,000 people,
of whom perhaps 3000000 are In enstern
Prussia, chiefly In the provinea of Posen,
4000000 In northeastern Austria, chiefly
fn ths provines of Galicla, and about
000000 in the extreme western part of
Hussin The former kingdom of Poland
ocetpled A roglon almost as  large as
France, extending from the Baltle sea al-
most of quite to the Black sea. The Aus-
trians have practically ceased all attempt
to interfere with the Poles of Gallela, who
are comparatively contented in thelr chief
towne of Cracow and Temherg, and whose
repragentatives appear In the Relchsrath at
Vienna as a distinet Pollsh group. The
whole tendency in the Austro-Hungarlan
empire is in the direction of the ravival of
old natlonalities. The Hungarians, of
course, long ago won thelr complete eman-
cipation from the Austrian Garmans, and
the Bohemians are stendily gaining ground
in thelr aseertion of thelr right to use thelr
own languags and maintain thelr own {den-
tity n8 a race.  These struggles by other
races have naturally counted in favor of
the Austrian Poles, The
whose capltal 18 at Warsaw, are not mo
favorably situated aa thelr brethren across
the Austrian line; but Inasmuch as the
Foles, ke the Russians, are of Slavonis
stock, they seem to llve more comfortably
under Russian than under German rule, es-
peclally sines the Russians do not antag-
onize their use of the Pollsh language. The
Prusgelan goverament, on the other hand,
has been extremely relentless lm its attempt
to Germanize the provines of Posen, and
the Poles of that Provines have had the
mwctive sympathy and encouragement of thelr
compatriots acrosa the Russian wnd Aus-
trinn frontiers. The press of eastern Eu-
ropa has teemed with this engrossing tople,
and the Pollsh Immigrants In this country
are followlng it eagerly.

PERSONAL

NOTEN,

Richard Croker pays a personal tax of
only $i87. What n lot of fun and excite-
ment he hag had for his money.

Frank Mulock of Berlin, Wis, has of-
fered the Miwaukee committes who will
erect a monument to Kosclusko the granite
base for the statue, which he will quarry

Russian FPoles, |
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EFFACEMENT OF THE HOUSE,

Nennte Monopoliges the Honors as A
NDelibherative RBody.
Bpringfield (Mase) Republican
The leaders of the majority party In the
United Btates honke of representatives ap-
pear (n the curious attitude of persons bent
upon the destruction of their own (m-
portance and that of the whole body of rep-
resentatives an factors In oational Jegista-
tion. Absolute power over the presentn-
tion, dincurmion and amendment of means
wres han been glven to the speaker nf
committes on rules and this coterle of leas
than half a dozen men entlrely domiuntes
all procecdings. It decldes what shall he
cansidered and for how long and by whom
and the precise coursne of any measuro |s
detoermined o advance, Doliberation under
this method of procedure, of coures, he
comes out of the question and discuselon
einks to the leve! of mere mechanical ut-
terance (n so far as effoct upon the houss
fn concerned. Accordingly even dlacussion

Is discouraged, and the most Important
measures are now  regularly whipped
through the hours within two and three

dars of thme
| They might as well be Hmited In passage
| to two or three minutes, The practical re-
| sults ara the same.  The difference s only
| one of appearances The Nicaragua canal

bil), committing the government to an en-
terprise of great moment, was given threes
days for comsideration. The Thilippine
| tariff bill, involving principles and polleles
| of government of the first magnitude, wan
[rnl!roadrd through in  as brief a time.
| Deliberation left the house eutirely in both
| casen, and debate was reduced to a farce.
| New developments sined the framiog of
| the bills for passage are practically ex-
| cluded from conslderation, and referred to
the wenate, along with the whole subject
matter, for such copnsideration as they de-
morve.

This deliberate self-effacement of & great
legislative body 1s probably without a par-
allel in history, It s the senate now which
| deliberates and leglslates, and the country
recognizes the fact, as the house concedes
it. A petitlon now belng circulated for sig-
natures, Is addressed not to congress, as it
ordinarily might be, but to the senate,
This s the real law-making body at Wash-
ington, It in the only part of the legisla«
tive power which debates and deliberates,
and by virtue of this fact does It become
the one branch of congress which now regu-
larly determines the course and character
of our leglelation. The senate will de-
oide the route of the {sthmian canal. The
senate will declde whether full tariff or no
tariff shall prevall against Philippine Im-
ports. The house, by its own deliberats
action, Is making {tself a cipher {n national
legialation, For all practical purposes,
an it Is now golng, it might as well be ad-
Journed for an iIndefinite period.

LIGHT AND LIVELY.

Clevelnnd Plain Dealer: “I found the {ca
on the pond llrmadrully slippery yesterday.'
“What did you do?
a “I went away back and suddenly sat
own.

from hils farm.

Judge Morris of Ohlo recently held/
that there is a distinction bhetween an |
habitual drinker and ap habltual drunkard
and refused a divorees to a wife who had
alleged habitual drunkenness on the part!
of her husband.

Secrotary Hay's funernl oratlon om Wil- |
llam McKinley will be delivered before the
senate and house of representatives at
Washington on February 27—twenty years
to n day after Secretary Blaine's previous
oratlon In memory of Garfleld.

Bishop Potter's suggestion that private
art galleries should he thrown opem to the
public at regular and frequent intervals (s
not generally well thought ef by the col-
lectors of such treasures, although among
the few who approve of it is George J.
Gould, who haa one of the most important
collections In the country.

While busily engaged in the transaction
of city business a day or two ago Mayor
Collins, the new chlef maglstrate of Bos-
ton, was notified that Mra. Hetty Green
wished to see him on private business, The
mayor semt word that hls oMce hours were
entirely glven up to coity affairs and he
could not mee Mra, Green. ““The richest
woman in America’ was angry, but had to
submlit,

The engravers of the Bureau of Emgrav-
ing and Printing have completed a vignette
of Presldent Roosevelt, which will be used
as the officlal pleture of the prealdent,
After his death it may be used on govern-
ment money or securlties, but t untll
then. This vignette was made fr what
was decided to be the best photograph of
the president after every photograph he
had hnd taken In the last tem years had
been examined,

Stuart Xobson spoke in happy veln be-
fore the curtain at the Hyperlon theater,
New Huaven, & few evenings ago. He waid:
“Just forty-thFee years ago, the first time
1 appeared before & New Haven audience,
I was arrested by the sheriff of this clty
hecnuse 1 didn't bave money enough to
pay my theatrical licemss, which was $20.
It was n 315 house. In those days Yale
university diserimioated in favor of the
elrcus, which only had to pay & lNcense
of 85,

It is said in Ohlo that Governer George
K. Nash has now reallzed the ardent dream
of his Ife In having for the second time
beaen choaen as chief executive of the state,
At his recent second lnauguration he sald:
“For the future I have but one ambition,
the most sacred of my life. It {8 to show
my appreciation of the people whe have so
highly honored me by belng their faithful
gervant during the next two years. Upon
this foundaetion must rest whatever of fame
lives after me.'

Fhiladelphla Press: *“That young widow
Is always so pleasant. There's nothing
ke having a happy disposition.'

“No, but there's such a thing as carry-
Ing a happy disposition too far.'

Think mo?"

“Yes; for Instance, when ons laughs at
one’'s husband’'s funeral.”

Homerville Journal: Every visltor to
Washington must be Impressed with the
approprianteness of the location 4f the Chi-
nese minlster's resldence on Q strect,

Chicago Fost: "I'll mateh you,'" sald
the aporty girl, “to see whether 1 shall
ncoept you or not.'

“Alas," replied the foxy
more than 4 match for me,

Thus, by his compliment, he won her,

Philadelphia  Press:  Klose—8e0e  hare!

"hen are you going to pay me buck that
dollar you borrowed?

Graphter—Why, man, 1 earned that dol-
Inr. had to work An hour at |east he-
fore 1 got it out of you,

Jultor, “you're

Atlanta Constitution: "Haven't made n
dollar this year,” sald the Georgln man,
“but I've struck It rich at last!"

"You have?'"

"Yen: I'm golng to enter the race for
offiee, and get the other candidates Lo pay
me a dollar apiece to drop out!**

Haltimore American: | “In your story of
this wedding,” criticlsed the elty editor,
“you suy ‘the bride led to the altar.' You
should have written that she ‘was led to
the altar.” ™

“Is thut so?" retorted the new reporter,
consclons of beipg on firm ground.  *1t
happens that | know that bride. She |
8 yedars old, and 1t s a elnch thot she led
ill the way.”

Washington Star:  “There!" gald Mra
Cumrox, "1 guess we have at last eclipsed
the Van Flams as entertalners. We are
golng to have it put In the uﬂc;ora that our
recent entertninment cost A"

"F:'-I.I.'l the Van Flams clalm thelrs cost
00,

“Yen, But an afidavit will go with our
figures.”

FAIR WARNRNING.

Somerville Journal,

I would not teach 1."“1 to akate,
It i n ohilly task,

EBo, girls, unless you'd he refused,
1 warn you, do not ask.

I do not ke on freuln\f dnyns
To kneel down on the {ee

And fumble ‘round to buckls FirApS—
I do not think 1t's nlce,

And when at last the skatas are on,
1 think it Is no fun

To hold the girl up all the time,
Although she welghs a ton,

I hate to gulda her awkward steps,
And huve her oling to me,

As If 1 were her only friend,
In helpless guucherle,

And when at times I have to put
My arm around her walst,

T imp her standing on her feet,
I feel 1t Is misplaced.

Oh, . this teachl ris to
b & aistasterul task. & ket

Make him take it.

kept you awake long
be so stubborn about it

you for insisting upon

Try him and see.

dle., bbs., §1.00.

Bo, girls, unless you'd be refused,
i warn you not to ask!

His night cough has
enough. He wouldn%
if he knew how guickly

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral would cure a cough,
even the coughs of bronchitis, croup, asthma,
and la grippe. When he’s cured he will thank

having your own way,

Your own doctor will uphold you in this.

“Ayer's Ch Pectoral cured my daughter of a very bad cough after
we had tried :b;,u everything ob:':-lum: t relief." o

E. B, Davis, Providenee, R. L
J. €. AYER €O., Lewell, Maas,
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