Ski Patrollers of the Yellowstone

UPHILL WORK.

S80FT GOING IN DEEF SNOW,

(Copyright, 1902, by A, E. Bradley.)

ROWDED on a lttle plateanu of
tufa, surrounded by mountains on
all sides, is the army post of

Fort Yellowstone, in Yellowstone

Nationul park. Its altitude Is
6,400 feet and that of most of the park I8
from 7,000 to 8,000 feet.

The garrison consists of two troops of
cavalry, and lts duty I8 to patrol and pro-
tect from marauders the park and the ad-
joining timber reserves, in all a vast area
of more than 5,000 square miles, the great-
c4l game preserve in the world.

In this reglon are found elk, deer, an-

telope, mountain sheep, a few buffalo,
moose, beaver, mountain llon, wolverine,
hoar, fox, mink, otter, wolf, ele., and to

obtain the valuable furs of some of these
nnimale, to secure the heads of others
which as game trophles have become rare
and valuable, and to procure the flesh of
still others for market purposes, many un-
principled men delliberately violate the
lnw,

During the summer season the work of
the soldler can be readlly accomplished
mounted, patrolling the main roads and
trallg, but during the winter season the
depth of the snow makes travel of the ordl-
pary kind Impossible,

It Is In the winter that lawlessness can
best be conducted, and it is during this
time that the greatest vigllance must be
exercised by the troops. The localities
where game i8 known to range, and which
poachers frequent, must be often Inspected,
The enowshoe or the skl I8 the only means
by which this can be accomplished from
November until May. Bo when the early
snows have deeply covered the ground the
summer mount I8 abandoned to the stable
and the hardy trooper takes to the skl as
his winter steed.

Pleture an  tobhoggan-llke arrangement
from nilne to twelve feet long, four Inches
wide, with Its sldes parallel from the up-
curved toe, and about an Inch in thick-
ness In the center, thinning toward elither
end, and you have a ski. The toggle to
hold the foot conslsts of straps and rings,
which are fastened just a little forward
of the center of the skl, and secures the
foot by the toe only, permitting the ralsing
of the heel. The park soldler always
carries a pole or staff about six feet long,
which he uses a8 a4 balancing stick, and as
an ald to progress In coasting; when the
speed is too great he rides this staff “stick
horse'' fashlon as a brake to retard speed.

In ueing the ski a  pecullur stride s
necessary; one foot thrust alead
to acquire a gliding motion, and while thus
Bliding the other foor repeais the
ment, then the Arst again, and g0 on. The
skis are not lifted, but are pushed for-
ward by pecullar movements or thrusts of
the thigh, the welght of the body belng
thrown forward to ald lmpetus, on level
ground good speed can be attalned, in
going down a declivity one lterally flles,
but to go up Is a different proposition. 17
not top steep, one can go directly up, 1ft-
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ing the skis slightly, #0 that the snow
which may adhers will overcome the tend
ency to slip backward, or, If steep, the

summit may be reached by gigsngging back
and forth, or by sidestepping, known locally
ns the “corduroy” method. There Is nlso
the feather stitch step, which I8, however,
but little used, so called  because  the
tracks left resemble the senmsiress’ stitch
of that name; the skis are turned out at a
wide angle and advanced alternately one
In front of the other directly up the In-
eline.

In turning about a beginner makes awk-
ward progress, for he must take short
steps, first with one ski, then the other, In
the desired direction, but the expert 1ifts
one foot forward high from the ground, so
that the heel can be brought to the front,
and with a swing and a turn of the foot
causes the toe of this ski to point back-
ward, bringing the foot to the ground, the
skis parallel, but the toes pointing in op-
posite directlon. The other ski s then
simply carrled around the first until the
toes point the same way, and the about
face Is completed. It looks easy, hbut
many & hard fall has to be acecpted in
mastering this feat.

In many parts of this country and more
particularly In northern Europe the ski s
used for spori—for trinls of speed and en-
durance, but ity use In the athletic sens
is not known In the park. It s confined
to the hard work of duty and patrol. Ski-
Ing Is most fatiguing and the progress made
fdepends on conditions of snow and wenther
In falr weathor and on good, hard snow,
many miles can be made with less fatigue
than can one when the snow &8 poor, wnd
the members of the party are obliged to
take turn about in going first to break trall

The (tinerary in the park |s so planned
that not more than twenty miles of skiing
Is contemplated as a day's journey.

Beattered in the park are elght winter
stations for the soldiers, each garrisoned

usually by one pon-commissioned officer
angd three privates These stations are
comfortable cabins, bullt of logs and

chinked with mud or plaster; the men are
furnished the ordipary coguipment of the
soldier, the ratlons and such additions to

It as the atate of the troop fund will per-

mit. All supplies for eight months are put
In early In autumn by wagon transporin-
tlon.

Ench station has assigned to it a certaln
district, which the men must keep patrolled,

wutehing  carefully for any evidence of
poaching, and in general noung anything
of Interest a8 to the game, Ita condition

ete, The non-commissioned officer In
chourge makes monthly reports to the park
superintendent, who s also the post com-
mander, a8 to the work done, the trips
made, and all matters of Interest; If any-
thing upusunl transpires he makes special
reports without delny

At intervals little
structed nbout one day's Journey apart,
which have been desigonted snowshow
cabing; these are stocked In the full with
n small amount of food, some bedding, fuel,
cooking utensils, an axe and a shovel
These huts increase the efficient radius
of the winter statlons, for without them
no trip could be made which would con
sume more than one day out on skis, for
it is impracticable for one to carry suf-
clent bedding and supplies cn ekis to make
camp In the open.

Each of these huts Is o welcome haven to
o woldier weary and worn after a day's
skiing; m roaring fire can soon be bullt in
the ruade fireplace, and, supplementing the
contents of his haversack with the bacon
and hardiack stored in the hut, the tired
trocper cian pass in comparative comfort o
night which would be unendurable In open
eamp

huts have been con

For the soldler on skis, special clothing
Is supplied. On the feet they wear roft
woolen socks, then German or Arcitie socks
and over these a lumberman’s rubber shoe;
thelr underwenr 18 good, soft, warm, woolen
materinl; thelr conts nre looke At Ing, short,
“Mackinaw" garments, They wear the blue
army shirt and trousers and Scotch caps
with earpleces, though some men prefer the
regulation fur cap, Fur & unsultable for
all wear except gloves, for the violent
exercise of skilng causes profuse perspirn-
tlon and fur garments do not permit 1ta
evaporation and escape,

Formerly the ordinary uniform was used
for this duty, but frequent frost bites and
ovcastonnl luss of life coused warmer,
specind clothing to be adopted. The winters
are bitterly cold, storms are frequent and
the duty hard; every precaution and care
musl be taken to avold casualtles,

Bome vears ago n soldler started out for
the mail from HRiverside station, near the
woektorn boundary, te go to Fountain st
tlon in Lower Gevser basin, He was alone,
but he was o good traveler and no fears
were entertained as to his nbility to make
the journey. A storm arose shortly after
he started and It Is presumed that he lost
his way, for, on making a search aflter the
storm had subsided, he not having reported
to elther statlon, he could not be found.
Not until two years later were his remains
accldentally discovered some distance up
the Gibbon river, when his route should
have been up the Firehole. He evidently
became confused in the storm at their junc-
tion and followed up the wrong stremm.

In the winter of 1806-97 another soldier
lost his 1ife through disobedience of orders.
Owing to the hardships of winter travel
nnd the liabllity to necidents orders wore
glven after the pecldent above mentloned
that no man should under any clreum-
swtinees travel alone,

Two were akilng from

the Lake station

A HALT BEFORE

to the Thumb; the snow was bad, the travel
diMeule and o few miles out one man foumnd
thint  he

THE DEBCENT.

wid becoming exhausted and In
sisted on returning, reguesting his  com
rode o pecompany him Retutrning was

the shorter distunce to shelter and the tradl
wis casler, being broken by their coming
The maun who was not fathgued refused and
pushed ahead; the other returncd, reported
at the Lake statlon whit had ocenrred and
n renrch party set out the
Ing. The night had been severs and only
a mile or so beyond the point where the
men had sepurated was found frozen dead
the man who had pushed on He had
sought shelter under a culvert, where he
had lain down and gone to sleep,  Although
he was In o country where dry timber
abounds and he had moatehes there was no
evidence that he had undertaken to bulld a
fre,

But it s not enly in the cold that danger
lays for these men. Bhould they in thely
piatrols come upon poachers they know that
they have to deanl with desperate moen, who
hesitate at pothing. On one ocenslon the
park superintendent learned what led him
to belleve that ponchers wore ufier the buf.

follewing morn-

falo in the Pellean valley country, cast of
Yellowstone river He causod to e sent
ot a clvilion scout, Burgess, and one Hol-

dier, Private Trolke, from the Lake hotel.
They soon found the poncher's camp, with a
number of buffalo heads hung up n n
nearby tree, They followed up his trall for
some dstance and then heard some rllle
whots, They soon discovered Howell, the
poncher, skinning the head of one of the
buffalo that had Just been killed. He was
armed with a rifle, the others only with
revolvers, It was o dangerous bit of work
to get over that streteh of open ground gnd
cover Howell with his revolver, but Burgess
did it. The wind favored him and Howell
knew nothing of his appronch untll he wan
called upon to surrender under a cocked
pistol  only fAfteen fect  distant,  Even
Howell's dog did not detect the appronching
dunger to his master,

Howell remiarked that he would not hayve
been captured had bhe bhad o Hittle warning
of the appronch of Burgess and Trolke, aold
those knowlng him do not hesitate to as-
sert that he would have killed them both

(Continued on Sixth Page.)

CAPTAIN

Captain George J. Crane, the subject of
this sketeh, was born in New York, and in
early childhood became n eltdgen of Wis-
consin. When the war broke out he on-
tered the Third cavalry and served through
the war. For meritorlous service and
bravery on the Aeld of battle he  was
promoted to the captainey of his company

and had the honor of bringing home his
command. He bears honorable scars as
evidonce of his particlpation In many a

flerce battle.

After the war he moved and became one
of the early ploneers of Minnesoin. Cap-
tuln Crane prospered greatly and became
one of the most successful business men,
ownlng at one tlme one of the largest
whent farms In the state, Aouring mills,
store and bank. "

In 15883 business reverses overtook hilm
and he entered the Hfe Iusurance feld. As
a promotor and buillder of companies Mr.
Crane has been  exceptionnlly  successful
and several well established companies ows
thelr present existence to hls writing and
uble efforts.

GEORGE J

CRANE.

As an underwriter he Is
the west and hin  services
sought by the best companies, In one year
he wrote personally over 33,000,000 of in-
surance and with the assistunce of his
ngency force placed over $205,000,000 of in-
surance in three and ope-half (3%) years,
Mr. Crane is now superintendent for the
western department for the State Life of
Indlana, having ofMices In the First Natlooa)
bank bullding, Omaha, Neb,, and undoubit-
edly will have it In the first rank of Ol
Line companles in respect (o now businoss
writien this year,

unexcelled In
nre  eagerly

Captaln Crane
stands high

Is n heavy taxpayer
in all commercinl clrcles;
olally, he Is noted as jolly, generous
one of the most companionable of

and
#o-
nnd
men,

maklng frlends of wll he meets

Kuoights of Pythias, Elks nnd Eagles. As
Mr. Crane has written business from Meine
‘lu Callfornla, there I8 no mun more favor-
ably known over such a wide territory than
ho.

| He belopgs to the Masons, Odd Fellows,




