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It 18 reported that packers have a
corner on eges. Now s the thoe for all
putriotie hens to got busy.

. AR 0 m'nl\:nlnnr,\- to the elimination of
piurtisan polities from  the bench, It
might be suggested that the Bar asso-
cintlon ellminate partisan politics from
it weetings,

———

Bouth Omaha continues to pull off
prize fights right ulong apparendy with-
out apppehension of luterference by the
law officers. Here is u chance for our
consclentions county attorney.

e e e

A bill has been Introduced in the sen-
ate to crento a4 new cabinet position to
be koown as. minister of commerce,
Bhould it become a law, States with fa-
vorite sons will do well to keep an eye
on lowa. -

]

Those warring local base ball mag
unates stand In danger of copylng pugi-
listic methods too closely. A little more
business apd a little leas hot ale would
keep the enthusinsm for the game
stirred up Just as well,

e )

It should not be forgotten that no one
set up i howl for the poor school ehil
dren when the salaries of all the grade
tenchers were cut £5 a wonth all round
to give Superintendent Pearse an in-
erease of $600 u yeur when lie was ul
ready overpald.

———

An Ameriean syndicate I8 seecking a
toncession to bulld a trolley line from
Calro, Egypt, to Mecea, and one from
Damuscus to the same place. If the
present rage keeps up the entire world
will goon be kept busy dodging Amer-
lean trglley curs,

e ——
. The chlef of the weather burean wants
meteorology taught In the publie sclhiools,
How fine It would be If the small boy
were educated up to the point where he
could tell to u certalnty on Saturday
whether It would be good fishing
wenther on tiumlﬂy'

e ————

The order of the commissioner of In-
dinu affalrs that nll 8loux Indians must
work If they would receive anything
from the government excepts the
squaws while applylng to all  able
bodled bucks. This Is ghuttering Tudinn
traditions with a vengeance,

A trust company I8 heing organized
to loan money to farmers on graln ware-
house receipts,  This might have been
n good thing a few years sngo, but just
at present the western farmer (8 not
looking for some place to  horrow
wopey—he Loas money to loan.

l

The surest way to revive a healthy
activity in Omaha real estate Js by hold-
Ing the tax rate within reasonable lim-
ite. And the tax rate cannot be held
within reasonable Hmits unless the ex-
penses of county, city and school goy-
ernment are held down by a policy of
strict economy.

The solicitude for the . school children
munifested by our hysterieal contem-
poraries seems to be chilefy sollcitude
for the high-priced favorites and fad-
dists who have been greafted onto the
school pay roll, The school board's plan
of retrenchment does not affect the chil-
dren except posglbly sofar as the school
yeur may be shorfened two weeks,

——

It 1s & lttle strange, but nevertheless
a fact, that in China women hre as
little consldered as Im apy country 'in
the world in the framing of the bill of
rights, and no effort Is or has been made
to Improve thelr civic condition. Yet
China 8 ruled absolutely by a woman.
Here would appesar to he n‘xmd feld
for the woman suffragist agitators to
put In some work.

| should be given the preference,

Ilo the new city government that lhins
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THE HEPHURN CANAL BILL.

The passage by the house of ropre
sentatives of tha Nlearngua cannl hill
formulated by Congressiumn  Hepbuen
by a practieally upanimons vote s a
distinet trinmph  fof lowa's distin
guighed representative. As the fore
most champlon of the Nicaragun cannl
In the Ihuse of congross Mr
Hepburn hins exhibited admirnble tact
and splendid lendership in earrpiog this
momentous measire through the house
withont amendment and withont pro-
tracted debate

The mere fact that the Hepburn bill
hins possed the house without a divigion
and with but two disseuting votes
affords, however, no assurance of its
finnl enactment o its present form,
Two years ago Mr. Hepburn forced o
bill through the house with but thirty-
wix dissenting votos, and yet it wus
stulled in the senate and falled to reach
the rtage for finnl passage before the
miljournment of the last congress,

If it be true that a wellorganized
lobhby Iu the Interest of the Pannma
canal s pow industrionsly at work to
defent the Niearagun cnnnl project, its
strength  was elther masked on the
final passage of the bill or must have
been absurdly exaggerated, If It be
true that the rallroads engaged In trans
continental traffle  are hostlle to the
Nicaragua tapal or any other lsthmion
cannl, their strength certainly was pot
represented by the two votes cast In the
house agalnst the final passage of the
bill nor by the 110 votes cast in Tavor
of the amendment that would have em-
powered the president to declde whether
the Nlearagun of the Paoama route

lowey

Now that the Hepburn bill has gone
to the senate for ratifieation the real
opposition to the Niearagua canal may
be expected to manifest tself In various
ways,  The senate s a deliberative
body that will not allow a measuve of
this magnitude apd Importanee 10 be
rushed through even by so impetuons
and Indefatigable a champlon as Sen-
ator Morgan, who will doubtlesf exert
all hils persuaslve powers amd parlin-
mentary tactles to bave the bill re-
ported back favorably from the ecom-
mittee at the earllest day and subjected
to the eritical serutiny of the full sen
ate with the least friction.

Quite apart from any Intrigue that

may be set on foot by the opponents of
the [ethmian canal, the conditions under
which the Hepburn bill has passed the
house this year differ very materially
from the conditlons wunder which It
passed the house two years ago, or even
the conditions that prevatled when it
wns Introdueed at the beginning of the
wogslon of the present congress in De-
cember. Two years ago the issue had
crystallized down ‘merely to a question
whether the Isthmlan canal by the
Nlearagua route should be constructed,
owned and operated by the government,
or ghould be bullt by a private corpora-
tion subsidized by the goyernment. In-
cldentfllly, also, the guestion of fortify-
ing the eannl and the moditication of
the then existing treaty between Great
Britaln and the United States was still
open.
At the beginning of the present ses-
glon It was understood that the lowest
upset price at which the Panama canal
could be acquired was §100,000,000, and
the deductions and conclusions, of Ad-
miral Walker and his asssoclates on the
fthminan commission were on that basis.
In other words, as between the two
routes, with the Panama cannl estl-
mated ot $109,000,000 and the estimated
cost of Its completion, fhe commission
renched the conclusion that the differ-
ence between the cost of the Nlearagua
and the Panama canals could not be
considered as an important factor. But
now that a definlte proposition has
been submitted by the Panama Canal
company to transfer all ita right of
way, privileges and properties in the
Pananma canal for $40000,000, the differ-
ence In the cost of the two enterprises
is very striking. )

A reduction In the estimated cost of
the Panama cannl by $89,000,000 Is well
worthy of n consideration from a busi-
ness standpoint and the senate will
doubtless welgh carefully all the ad-
vantages and drawbacks of  the two
routes before a final declslon Is reached,

e
HAN FRANUCISUU LABOR RALGIME,
More than ordinary lnterest attaches

Just been Ipstalled in San’ Francisco
with the suceesstul Wbor candidate for
mayor at {ts head. Mayor Behmitz has
algnalized his Inaygueation by the ap-
polntment for the heads “of the most
Important depprtments of the prineipal
Inbor leaders who were active Il assist-
lng his election, As commissloner of
ptlh‘\v works he has named the presl-
dent of the teamsters’ unlon; ns fire
ceminissioner, n member of fhe bridge
builders’ and plle drivers’ unlon; as
police commissioner, the attoroey for
the sallors” unlon and labor council; as
gchool director, o member of the or-
chestra musieinns' urmml:utlun;'nud ns
park commisgloner, an artist,

While there Is nothing In the previous
occupations of any of these appointees
that necessarily disqualifies them from
serving In a publie capacity, the suoc-
cess of the labor administration will de,
pend upap the ability of the new de-
partment heads to adjust themselves to
the duties that devolye upon thewm,
Under the drdinary rule of party govern
ment otficlal appointments have been
glven to persons apparently equally in-
congruous to the places, so that the San
Francisco labor vegime is at no speeinl
disadvdntage as compnared with other
eltles, At the same thne men more
or Jess ldentified with the work of po-
litlen! orgunlzations are, as a rule, more
fumiline: with public affalrs and conse-
quently better able to dfscharge publle
dutles than those who have had no ex-
perience whatever outslde of thelr own
personanl oceupations or private busl-
ness lnstitutions, 2 ’ \

If the lnbor leaders of San Francisco
can be made to realize fully the re-

spousibility that rests upon them and

to appreciate ghe fact that their eleva.
tion to power In the municipal govern.
ment places them and their unlons on
probation before the publie, they may
rise to the emergency and meet every
expoctation, In the foterval the eyes
of all who dre Interested in the progress
of munlcipal government In this country
will be focused upon the San Franclsco
experiment,
e .
PERMANENT CENSUS HUREAL.

It now seems quite probable that the
proposal to make the national census
burean a permanent branch of the pubs.
e gervice will be earried through to
sticeessful completion during the pres.
ent sesslon of congress.  This step hos
been persistently nrged for many years
by statisticlans and  political sclentists
who depend largely upon the census for
matertals in connection with thelr work.
These students and scholars have been
outspoken In calling  attention to the
Inherent weakness of intermittent of-
forta at keeping record of soclal, eco-
nomle and lndustrial progress, that are
necossarily continuous,

In the earlier decades of the republic
the peed of permanent machinery for
the collectlon of census data was not
marked, both because the population
and resources of the couuntry were still
comparatively smnll and the scope of

the census  loquirfes  much  more
Testricted, With the enumeration of
1550, taken under the late General

Frances A, Walker, the demand for bet-
ter fnellities became of real urgency and
this urgency grew more pressing with
the successlon of 1830 and 1900, The
census stlll In process of completion
hans been unguestionably expedited and
lmproved by reason of the careful i
gestion of plans In advance and  the
early start secured o the orgunization
of the stall,

With a permanent census hurenu sev-
eral cognate branches of departmental
work thiat have to do with the collation
and presentation of statisties relating to
different flelds of national actlvity now
cartled on  In subordination to  the
Treasury department, the Interior de-
partment, the Agriculture department
amd the State department could be co-
ordinated and enhanced In efliclency,
while at the snme the saviog effort st
present  duplieated | between  them,
Should a new dephrtment of commerce
or indfstry be created, the census and
statlgtical bureaus would naturally fall
within its province,

Representative  Hopllns, who has
charge of the bill ag chairman of the
house committee on census, 18 confldent
that It will easily pass both houses and
become law at an early day. Should
this result be brought about the Ameri-
ean people wlill have at ite command
an official corps of expert stutisticlans
who will keep them constantly informed
not only of the progress the country is
muking, but of its relative position In
the commercial race of the world
powers; and accurate |nformaation, as
everyone knows, s the first requisite
for Intelligent competition,

e —
UNCERTAINTY OF THE LAW.

One point scored by Judge McHugh In
his address as preskdent of the Nebraska
State Bar assoclation will strike a sym-
pathetie chord as much with laymen ns
with members of the legal profession,
It Is his protest against the uncertainty
of the law as lgid down by the courts
and hig plea for 8 more conslstent ad-
herence to precedent,

Judge MeHugh finds specinl ground
for complaint In the Nebraska reports,
“Nebraska 8 4 young state,”” he says,
“und yet In the decisions of our supreme
court there will be found 180 cases de-
cided by that tribunal which have been
expressly  overruled, In  addition to
these cases which have been In terms
overruled we have a large number of
others which have been distingulshed
otit of all semblance to their original
tenor. The process of overrullng Is still
going on and every volume of Nebraska
reports contalns some declslons overrul-
Ing prior declslons of the court.”

While Nebraska I8 by no means the
only offender In this respect, there I8 no
question but that the uncertalnty of the
law In this state has had much to do
with encouraging frivolous litigation
nnd discouraging lHtigants who have roal
grievances to correct. While everyone
Is presumed to know the law, the best
lawyers have ofted had to confess that
they could not tell how a court wounld
Awold even on polats already adjudicated,

Whether it 18 better for a court to ad-
here to & ruling which it s convineed is
wrong for the sake of copsistency, or
whether it ghould overrule and reverse
Ita former declslons with the same free-
dom that It pusses upon new
ralsed for the first time s subject -to
serlous debate. The time-tried ndage
that a wise man changes his mind may
be Just hs applicable to the courts of
lust resort, but If the change Is to follow
every change in the personnel of the
bepch and every swing of the politieal
pendulum in the make-up of N8 mem-
bership, the hope for certainty in the
luw will have to be abandoned,

Both bench und bar can well ponder
over this question,

————

No scheme of economy and retrench-
ment for the relief of the taxpayers can
ever be put Into effect without treading
on some oue's toes, The taxeaters al-
wiuys dislike to be dislodged and resort
to overy possible means to ohstruet the
use of the pruning knife. The effort to
check extravagance also unmuasks the
shim reforwer who constantly cham-
plous the over-butdened taxpayer until
the thme for actlon arrives and then
deserts and ranges himself with the tux

absorbers and agalust the taxpayers,
R e

A —————

If Police Judge Gordon will take his
disputed back salary and call it quits,
the taxpayers of Omaha would e
money In pocket within a very short
time. The loss of fines under Judge
Gordon's system of pollee court admin-
Istration ecan eat up more than  what
would be saved on lis salary If the city
won out on Its contentlon, The taxpay-

polnts |

ors conld 10 the payment of the back
gulary If they eonld got rid of Gardon
for good,

e ———
Paraguay las sticred up anotber revo.
lutlon.  Thix country has been painfully
qulet for a number of yeprs, The Inst
weonftict thers regulted In killing off such
a large portion of the male population
that It has lLepn pecessary for o new
crop to mitire before i wir could be
launched.  Rych remedios are deastie,
but it migh pot be a bad idea to try
them on sole of the other trouble seek-
ing South Awerlean countries.

A prominent minister, who went tg
Manlln on purpose to Investigate the
subject, returns to say that clty Is better
governsd aud yvice 18 wpder better re-
strafnt there than In any clty of the size
In the Unite] States, Thig does ot
tally with the stories told by political
opponents of the administration, but 1t
is probubly uearer the teath than the
sensationnl reports Celreulnted for po-
Itleal effect,

While It Is enjoying our hospitality,
perhaps the State Bar assoclation might
be Induced to point ont how the pro-
posed new consolidated munieipal gov
ernment for Omaha, South Omabn and
suburbs under the benevolent direction
of five self-sacriticing and public-sphrited
guardians can be called Inte belng with-
out first changlng the state constitution,

——

Several of the lurgest ships of the
North Atlantie squadron are to go to
Veliezuelan waters to wateh the prog-
ress of events, 1If Awmerican Interests,
In common with thoge of other nations,
are mennced by the unsettled condition
there, a good supply of American blue
Jackets muy be a handy thing to have
around,

Bo far a8 we have been able to ascer-
taln, that great reformer, Millagd Fili-
more Funkhouser, has not yet produoced
before the grand jury a scintilla of evi-
dence to sustnin his “well-detingd mmor*
of systemutic diverslon of ting money
extorted from the viclous classes, The
grand jury Is still in session,

—_—

The city Is preparing to Increase (s
fire-tighting foree and Improve Its equip-
ment In response to the demand of the
insurance rate makers, What are the
insurance wen ‘-iuu. however, In re
Eponse to the demnnds for better rates
on Omaha fire risks? One good turd de-
gerves another, '

lowa democrats are struggling over
the membership of state boards which
under the law are required to contaln
men of at least two parties, Unless
mitters Improve in that state it may be
necessary to import democrats to muke
up the minority representation.

Information Gratis,
Philadelphla Ledger,

Oblo may as Well bo informed that the

rest of the coy bes not precisely know
what Its big tighl row is about, and
o-fe. .

doesn’t extre
Failrly Good Pay.

Washington Post.

It I8 urged that Nebraska's state treas-
urer, who was pardoned last week, took
only $360,000 and had gerved four years and
a half. Down east that would be considered
falrly good pay.

Looking for n Mosens,

Bt, Paul Globe (dem.)

Democrats all over the country are look-
Ing to thelr leaders to give some signs of
lite. They continue to look to thAt minor-
Ity In congress (o glve some better account
of itself than It gave In the brief perlods
before the holldays. If  the democratic
party Is not to go out of business it Is time
that Its chief representatives should offer
the masses of thelr party some promise of
leadership in the Immediate future.

Eleetrie Lights at Cut Rates,

Indlanapolls Journal,

The electric light company supplying
Fort Wayne undér a contract running until
July, 1904, has offered the city councll to
enter Into & new contract under which the
present net cost of each lamp, which I8 §80
after deducting the taxes, will be reduced
to $63.01 per lamp. One {tem of reduction
in the comt Is the transfer to the city of
2 per cont of the gross recelpts of the com-
pany. Evidently the lighting contract Im
Fort Wayne is a valunble one In the esti-
mation of the eompany. )

British Losses In Nouth Afriea.

Army and Navy Journal,

In spite of all that has been said about
the heaviness of British Ibsses In the South
African war, it appears that they have not
been abnormally great after all,  Trust-
worthy information as to this subject |s
given in a Blug Book just lssued from the
British  war office detalling these losses
from the outbreak of hostilities up to and
including the month of November, 1001, Ac-
cording to the figures presented 401 British
oMeers and 4,614 enllsted men have been
killed In mction since hostilitios hogan, 149
officers and 1,560 men have died of wounds,
b ofMcers and 97 men bave died (n captivity,
260 oMeers and 10,653 men have dled of dls-
onse and 10 offcers and 501 men havaglied
a8 the result of socldents. Here 18 a death
list of 15,048 and of the viectims 800 wore
officers. To the showing should be added
the following casualtien: Misaing and pris-
oners not accounted for, 7 oMeers and 521
men;, pent home as lovallde, 2,612 oMeors
and 60,262 men. .

The Elght=-Hour Law,
Ameriean Inventor,

The Internationnl Association of Ma-
chinists is attempting to secure an eight-
hour working day In all the machine shopa
in the country, the change to ln!}a effect on
May 20, 1002,

The law ut prosent upplies in a com-
pulsory mannep only to work performed di-
rectly under government control. It is the
dosire of the pssoclation aund, o fact, of all
the labor orgunlxations to have this law In-
clude the operations of all sub-contractors
who are doing work or furnishing material
for the government. Particularly s it des
sired to Include all the shipbullding corpo-
rations and ull the steel companieda which
are furnishing materisl for the navy., As
the elght-hour law is generally esteemed a
muatter of simple justice to the working-
men, and A it has been proved many times
that men working elght hours per day for
good wages do more work and do It better
than those who work longer hours at a less
price, It s o matter of general satisfaction
Lthat Presldent Roosevelt  should have
promised his attentlon to furthering the
extent of the law

The Interpationsl Assxociation of Ma-
ohinlsts 48 to be congratulated and it Is to
bo fervently hoped that the president’s
recommendaijon will have an effect on con-
gresa when the pext bill I8 introduced and

Joucceed 1o making it pees the senate,

——
e —

— —

-

POLITICAL DRIVT,

Cincidnatinns are raising a fund for the
defepse of Caleb Powers, the victim of
Cantwell Justice In Kentucky.

John M. Marlan of Kentucky Is the rank-
ing Juatice of the msupreme court of the
United States in senlority of service. He
waa appointed In 1877,

Senator Platt has declded to give up his
purpose of suing MeClure's Magntine for
el Some elegant front page stuff (s
fhus denled (o the newspapers.

"Dick Croker (s sald 10 be packing up
preparatory 1o his return to Wantage. Not
n sob of regret la heard. The feeling In a
hearty “speed to parting guest'

Montaguo Leussler, the young réepublican
of New York Clty, who defeated Perry
Belmont for a seat In congress, s n lawyer
of decidod ability and a vote getter of un-
ustfl strength for a novice,

Mayor Low of New York started the
wheels of reform by reguiring elght hours'
work a day In the ofMcees, and by prohibit-
Ing smoking during werking bhours. This
is n low down trick on politiceal hams.

Naval Constructor Hobwon s reported
about to nbandon the navy for polities
The captain has decided talent am a vole
getter, but it behooves him to limit his
osculations to bables during campaigns.

There ars several statey without debt,
but no Ameriean clty, with the single ex-
ception of Washington, the loeal debt of
which s an ghltgation of congress, Btate
debts are decreasing steadily; eolty debia
are inereasing. 3

The District of Columbia Ils not n source
of extensive profit, pecuniarily conslderasd,
to the people of the United Siates, The
kroes rovenues collected under authority of
congress are less than $4,000,000 and the
disbursements nearly $5,000,000,

In Wesat Virginin, the only state in the
former ®olid south which has been unin-
terruptedly under republican administration
for several yoars, the colored population
has Increased not only actually, but rels-
tively as well. Waoest Virginia Is the only
atate In the, south which hus had consecu-
tively two republiean governors.

The Agricultural department now re-
quires a larger appropriantion for It ad-
ministration than any other department ox-
eopt the Treasury.,  The eslimates for 1002
Are: Treasury, $10,000,000: Agrioulture,
45,500,000, Interior, $4.900,000, War, $2,200,-
000; PostoMee, $1,150,000; Navy, $535,000;
Justice, $2386,000, and State, $187,000,

There bAave been flve  cabinet  offcers
chosen from the state of Towa, and Gover-
nor Shaw as secretary of the treasury will
ba the sixth. His predecesgors from Iowa
In the presideot's cabloet were Belknap,
appointed secretary of war by President
Grant, MoCrary, appointed to the some
office by Mr. Hayes; Kirkwood, appointed
seeretary of the interior by President Gar-
field, Postmaster General Hatton, appointed
by President Arthur, and Mr. Wjlson, ap-
pointed by President McKinley.

Thera are very few—only eeven—oon-
tested election cases in the house of repres
sentutiver. One of the contesis begun by
General Walker, republicap, for the wsoat
from the Ninth Virginia district, has been
terminated by the death of the contestant
after all the testimony had been taken
and the briefa filed. Other contests are In
the Beventh Alabama, Third Kentucky,
Twelfth Missourl, Third North Carollna,
Seventh North Carolipa, Fourth Virginla
and Seventh Ohfo (Columbus) districts, In
tho last district the sitting member had a
majority of only elghteen votes,

PFERSONAL NOTES,

The, Panama canal was “marked down'
Just In time to get In among the January

| bargdln jokes.

The dowager empresa of China Is klving
alarming Indications of an Intentlon to ap-
pear as the new woman.

President Charles 8. Peck of the Cleve-
land Chamber of Commerce has presonted
& valuable oil portrait of the late President
MeKinley to that organization.

On the occaslon of Rear Admiral Schley's
forthcoming vislt to Louisville, January 29
and 10, be will be entertained by the Board
of Trade and the Loulsville and De Molay
commanderios, Knights Templar. The first
named organization will hold a public re-
ception In honor of the admiral,

Dr. George Eitel bf Clauhnssen, Carver
county, Minn,, who has just taken his med]-
cil degree at Berlin university, has already
had diplomas from thé Universities’ of Min-
nesotn, - Oregon, Callfornia, Pennsylvania,
Washington, ldaho and Montana-—probably

| the record in the medical profession.

John G.VJoolley, the prohibitionlst leader,
has Just returned to Chleago after & seven
months' trip around the globe to study the
condition of the liqguor traMc In foreign
lands. He addressed over ninely tempers
apce meetings and says that America |8
furthest advanced In the struggle for pros
hibition.

Paderewski keeps a valet whose princl-
pal oceupation is to rub the great pianist's
fingers at stated times, to knead the palma
of 'his honda and to crack his kouckles,
Before stepping on a platform to play a
%olo he plunges his hands.in hot water
and keops them there as long a8 the palp
will let him.

The annual lpproprlsilo; for the ex-
penses of the president's office, Including
the president’s salary, compeunation for his
clerks agd secretaries, the Turnishings of
the White House and the maintenance of
the grounds, Is less than $300,000 a year,
The estimate for 1002 (s $204,000. The ex-
penses  of the legialative branch of the
federnl government are $5,300,000 a year
und of the Department of Justice $5,600,000.
The expenses of the Distriot of Columbia,
pald for by the federal goveroment, are
7,000,000 & year,

A JUST PRESIDENT,

Love of Falr Play m_Characteristle of
the CUhief Exeontive,
Detrolt Free Press (dem.)

SBuch newspapers as bave been industrl
ously abusing the president since he sald
that ull the side quarrels in connection with
the Schiey cane should be dropped now have
opportunity to revise their stutements nnd
apologlee for their rrru:ll, The most recent
executive action in conbection with the un-
fortunate afMalr is evidence conclusive that
he had no iutention of working Injustice
townrd any one, What he did aim to sup-
press—and publle sentiment was with him--
wis the peity quarrels and the disgusting
intrigues which asserted themselves {n the
depurtments of the army and navy., They
ware demoralizing, they brought the allled
fighting forces Into disrepute and they did
not bring a slogle ald to the equitable set-
tlement of the chief controversy,

All this has been construed by the press
as & direct agttempt on the part of the
president to close against the admiral the
avenues of appeal or further action along
the legitimate lines he bas pursued In seek-
Ing his vindicatlon,

It is recognlzed by the president that
Schley has the right to go to the end of
the struggle so long as bhe can show cause
for the steps that he would take. Con-
vinced that much truth bearing upon the
merits of the case has not yot besn brought
out, the commander-in-chlef of the ,army
and navy has granted an appeal We fall
to see where there 18 wnything to com-
promige In & case where the gocusations
foreing an Inguiry were so virulent, but
there 8 the prospect of fuller light and
the natisfaction of knowing that the presi-
dent has no prejudices that are not sub-
ordinate to bis love of falr play,

A |

OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

At n recont anmusl meeting of the
Canadinn  Bapkers' association, held in
Montreal, the president, Mr. Clouston, gen-
ernl manager of the PBank of Montreal, ex-
plained the present commercial and finam-
clal condition of Canada. During the last
Year the tauk clroulation had expanded to
the cextent of $56,000,000 public deposits and
Increased §40,000,000, and banks found em-
ployment for $14,000,000 more loans, For
the fikcal year ended June 30, the increase
ih foreign trade over the previous year had
ronched $5,000,000, although 1809-1600 had
been an  exceptional  year. The whole
forelgn trade for the yenr amounted to
$ATT.705,800, which Is an advance of $148.-
000,000, or 83 per cent, on the trade of 189¢
This change had taken place within only
fHve years

Taking a wider range to illustrat the
thrift as well a8 the prosperity o the
people, Mr. Clousion stated that the aver-
e deposite & bead of the whole popula-
tion 1o the varlous Jolnt stock, govern-
ment and savings banks of the country had
steadlly risen from $10 in 1871, $27 in 148)
and $40 In 1801, to $74 In 1901, Me added
alfo:  “Home (rade has also greatly pros-
pered. Manufacturing concerns, with fow
exceptions, have been  buslly employed,
rallway trafMes have bLeen (he |largest in
the history of the country, labor continuoes
scarce, and the rate of wages relatively

higher, mercantile fallures are few In
number and not formidable {n extest.” 1In
spenkiog of the census, he sald: ““What,

after nll, Cannda neods s quality rather
than quantity, Mere numbera do not nee.
vssnrily Insure stability, strengih or pros-
perity."

For the pinch of poverty which the work.
Ing claxies of Parla are fenllng just now--
although with less acutensss than thoss of
¢ither Perlin or Vienna—two contrlibutory
causes aro assigned, one of which will ap-
peal to Gothamites and the other to Chi.
cagoans. The first of these s the mean
gpirit of provinctal towns, which, instead
of supporting their g¥n pauper poor, are
prone to supply them with third-class tick-
ots and send them forth “to seek work in
Puris," or rather to saddle them on the
taxpayers of the natlonal capital, ‘The
second cause of distress hag beon the in-
avitable aftérmath of the exposition of 1000,
Provincial poor almast by the hundreds of
thousands were attracted to Parls, raising
not only slum reots, but the price of food,
particularly (n the low egting hounes,

san

The military observers of different Euro-
pean countries are beginning to discuss the
consequences of the statlonary or decreas-
Ing population of France. A writer In an
Austrian jJournal, referring to the altera-
tlons which France was compelled to make
Inst November In the pence footing of its
army, points out that, as late as 1808, the
number of trained soldlers In France ex.
coeded the corresponding total In Germany
by 140,000 men. It was then caleulated, he
says, that It would take Germany ten years
to make up the difference, an It proposed
At that time to Increases the number of
recrults by 14,000 every year. Bft, In ad-
dition to the ordinary recrults, so many
supernumeraries offor themselves for on-
listment In Gormany that the numerical
advantage in trained men which France
had over Germany three yeoars ago will
have disappeared In half the contemplated
perfod. The writer lays particular stress
on the facts that the number of recruits
pregcribed by law [n France ean no longer
be reached, and that, last year, there was
a conslderable deficloncy, so that, with all
the volunteers—25,882 in  1800—and re-
enlisted soldlers—6.528 In 1860—1t was Im-
possible, to form “all the fourth battallons
for which credits were voted, simply be-
cause the men were not forthcoming,

(11}

There has been frequent speculation ax to
the nctual amount of money expended npon
Russin’s groat Stherlan raliroad, but not
much of it has had any foundation in om-
clal Information. According to the Novostl
of Odesea, when work was begun upon the
line ten years ago, It was estimated that
the total cost would be 360,000,000 rubles.
This has, howeyer, been exceeded to an €x-
teaordinary extent, the difference beiween
the estimated and the actual cost up to
twelve months ago belog more than 430,-

Iglnally ostimated to cost 350,000,000 rubles
had already twelve months ngo cost no less
than 780,000,000 rubles. The publication of
theso figures has attractod much attention
and a8 much comment os s poesible or
eifo In Russin. Bafore the line can possl-
bly be put In regular practical working
order, it 18 now ostimated, the total cost
will be swelled to at least 1,000,000,000
rubles, or, . roughly, $500,000,000~that Is,
nearly three times the amount provided for

i decade ago.
LLl]

Without any ostentatlon and almost with-
out any officinl demonstration that could
attract the attentlon of correspondonts
Russian has opened n new port In the far
east whioh It Intends to make one of the
most important clties of the emplre. This
I8 the new city of Dalny, the edstern term-
inue of the Siberian rallway. Already 12,-
000,000 rubles hawe been expended on the
town and {ta harbor works, under the di-
rection of the chief gngineer and manager,
M. Valdemar Bakharof, and 23,000,000 rubles
moré are to be spent on further Improve-
ments, »

It Is learned that Dniny, unlike other
Russinn ports In the far east, will be abso-
lutely free. No cystom houso.will be es-
tablished and the harbor systom Includes
the loweat possible taxes In the form of
tonnage, dock or warehoume charges, as an
attraction to shipping. It s belleved by
the administration that the ease and chean-
ness of entrance for ships, cheap coolid
lobor and the inslguificant cost of moving
goods from ships to cars will contribute to
this result.

Dalny, to which from B8t. Petersburg the
Jjourney may now he made In twenty-one
days, wlill, according to Russlan oMolal
notices, constitute the  great oh~
Jective polnt of Russla’s eastern. polloy—
an  fee-free harbor throughout the year.
The area of deep water ig suMolent to mo-
conunodate all the shipping of China. Vea-
fels drawing thirty feet can enter even at
low water without diMeulty and without
requiring pilots, They will then have the
advantage of docks, protected by break-
waters ngainst the roughest sen, whero
their cargoes can be transferred to cars
standg on the wharves, and when e
rallroad Is comploted shipped 6,000 miles to
St. Petersburg without further handliug.
Two dry docks are belng built, one for or-
dinary ocean steamers, the other to accom-
modate the lurgest merchant vessels and
war ships afloat. Seventeen hundred work-
men are now employed on  the former.
which Is considered mont necessary, and
will be the first completed,

Canal Digging Estimates,
Philndelphia Repard,

Almost lovariably the estimates for groat
ongineering undertakings, particularly those
Involving initlal uncertainty, lHke theycon-
gtruction of rallways and canals, fall far
short of the final cost. The exporience of
the French promoters of the Panama canal
furnishes an Instance of this kind, The
Nicaragua canal would be exceptionpl If It
should not cost twice what the edgineers
have guessed. For thia reason the offer to
sell the unfinished Panama work should be
caretully comsidersd. The uncertainties of
cogt In that undertaking have been pretty
well eliminated. The digging that remalns
to ba dons can be determined with great

000,000 ruble® That 1s to say, the line or- |

AMERICAN COAL AND OTL.

Increaned Prodnction and Demand

for Roth.

Baltimore Amorican,

Last yoar about 500,000,000 tons of coal
were produced In the United States, A quan-«
tity larger than that mined in Great Brit-
aln or In any country In the world; and,

A great as was the output of the mines, the

slgnificant fet 1o that nearly all of It waa
consimed at home, which means that in-
dunstrinl progress in*this country has be-
come so great that last year practically all

consumed In the work of development along
various lines. Improved machinery and the
dikcovery of new fields Mave Increoaned the
importance of the coal question In thin
eotintry. We do not know how much coal
Is in the United States, but, at the present
rate of consumptlon,’ of even At n greater
rate, {t has been shown that there (s enough
that can be mined, without great expanke,
to last more than 100 years.

Companles are being formed with capital
running up Into milllons for mining for use
at homa and for ahipping coal abroad. Re-
cently discoveries of new conl beds in Eng-
Innd have been made, but thers le no evi-
dence of anything of this sort on the con-
tinent of Burope. In fact, our consuils for
months have en urglog Americans to send
conl to Burope, and there In hardly a doubt
that this business will become In the future
very lmportant. One diMeulty han been to
socurs sultable ships, and another has been
the freight rates, It would seem that o
fleat of Inrge achedners might be avalled of
to send conl to sueh parte as Genoa, Trieate
and to Hamburg and other poris in the
north of Kurape. Coal s now shipped In
anll vessels from Raltimore to Ban Fran-
clpeo, The journey Is long, but the differ-
once In rates on A carga of 2,000 tons by
steamer and by sall vessel 1s quite an item.
If the industrial plante on the continent are
to be run in competition with thosa of other
countries foretgn coal will be nesded, and
the American product ean probably com-
pete successfully with that from any other
country.

The groat output in oll, especially in this
country, may have a bearing in the way of
competing with conl. Not a few Industrial
plants une oil. and weveral of the rallronds
are experimentivg with the lower gradoes,
such as some kinds found in California and
Toxas. Tt s a question that can be decided
only by experiment. It Is worth noting that
In tha production of both conl and all the
United Btates I8 now astonishing the world,
and this Is particularly true of the south.
No guch oll wells as those in Toxae have
been found anywhere in the world, and the
Alnbama and Tennessee coal Nelds are sim-
ply mines of wealth. F 4

THREE AGES OF THE WEST,

MWow Tiwmes Mave Changed Since the
Moneer Dayn.

Century Magazine,

Twenty-five years ago poiatons were so
high In price In certain towne of the
Rocky mountains that the merchants hand-
Hng them often reserved the right to retain
the peelings, which, in turn, were sold for
planting purposes, the eves of the potatoes
thue having a conslderable  commercial
value, obviously In proportion to the dis
tance from the nearest rallroad or steam-
boat line. This situation could not forever
endure, There must come a day when we
conld nfford to throw away our peellngs
nnd throw them away cut thick and eare-
lessly. Equally true ls it that the time in
coming in America when we shall gather up
our potato peellngs and cherlsh them, There
you have the three nges of the wes!,
Another Instance of changed standards in
the west may he geen in the revolutlion am
to petty prices. Up to twenly yYears nao,
In most Rocky mountaln communities, the
quarter-dollar was the smallest coln In
circulation. With the rallroads eame the
dime, the nickel and at last the penny, but
thoy came to & west that was ne more.

LINKE TO A LAUGH,

Raltimore Amerlcan: “There s always
room at the top," sald the Good Adviser.

“Indeed, yos,”" answered the Unfortunate
the

Person, “but
running."

clevator s not always

Now York Press: “I'm gorry, but 1 shall
| hmve 1o insist that your bond with the
| guiranty company oe doubled,”

“T—=l-whut Ir the matter, sir?"’

“Well, 1t has Just come to my knowledgo
thiut your nelghbors out in Suburbanville
call you ‘HMonest John,” "

Philadelphln Press: 1 think Dewet's the
grentest Hoer of them all’’

“He upl % to be even n greater boor.'

"“Hoor ! "

"He hasn't even enough politeness to bow
to the inevitable

Washington Btar: “Dwn you think n mem-
ber “of congress really earns his salary ¥
asked the Inquisitive porson,

"Of course, 1 do," answered the newly
elected smiatesman, , “You have no ldea
what o 1ot of work it i» to convines your
constituents that you are working.'

Wiashington Star: “Things nevar seem
properly adjusted in this world,” sald the
careless yYoung man,

“For Instance '

“I have obeerved time nand ugain that
the people with the most expensive tastes
slmost invarlably have the least money
to meet them.'”

Brooklyn Life: He-Ah, those days of
our young love! You remember that aft-
ernoen you promised to meet me and didn't
come? How 1 raved!

She—Just likeé & man. And there was 1
suffering ugonles trving on that dress you
Hked so much.

Judge: Misx Hmith ity Mr, " Dearborn,
about to wingi—~Mies Jones will play your
acecompaniments, Mr. Dearborn,

Miss Jones (coyly)--Oh, Mr. Dearborn
inys his own accompanimoents so boautls
ully I couldn’'t murder them for him.

Mr. Dwarbprn (gullantly)—0Oh, yos,
could!

vou

Chicago Post: “"He 1z one gf the most
resourceful gy moen | ever know "

“Why do you llnx that?'"

‘("Il-‘cuuur. Instead of writlnf out his good

rdolutions, he cut the page for January 1,
1001, from his old diary and pasted It i
under 1800,

Chigago Tribune: “Huaven't you your
lal('hkr-{i?" asked the friend who had as-
slsted r. Jagway to his front door,

“Yeyesh'" responded Mr. Jagway, with
pomewhat Impedod  uttersnes, “but |
c«can't Ot it Into all these keyhaoles !

FATHER TRIED To

Joe Cane In New York SBun.

When futher geatched the attle through
He brought us down to ahow

A pulr of skates he used to use
ome twenly Yoears ngo.

He held them proudly by the etrape,
And sald with much elate,

“1 guess 'l go down tew the pond
An' show ye how tew skate,

Bo father put hia cowhides on,
And started for the foe;

He worewed the sorews into his heels
And strapped them tight and nice,
“I'll showsyew youngsters how tew out

A pldgin wing thet's great!™
He crled, and then he =tarted out
To show us how L0 skale,

WHEN SKATE,

He made a hnldufnd ru!ﬂd stroke,
Hin arms sproad parallel,

And then his feet went In the alr,
And with an awful yell

He fell kerplunk down on the les
And cracked 1t far and wide;

And brulsed himself from head to foot
Until he nearly dled,

We carried him Into the house,
And Inéd him on N A

“Please sen’ fur good ol' Dr. Brown,'
My father falntly sald,

The dootor eame with pills and squills,
And looked both great and wine,

And sald my father's case was one
Of 100 much exercise.

Pa saow a milllon stars, | guoss,
And llkewlse saw -his err;

He let us put those skntes away
Without the Iean demur,

They hang up in the attie now,

Abandoned to thelr fate;
And never since that futal day

pearness by the digging that has been done.

Hus father tried to skate.

the coal not needed for ordinary uses Was
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