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The wheels of congress e onee more
grinding,

Npeaker Henderson will continue in
the role of the man beblnd the gavel,

_—

Uhat lowa legishiture may he hehind
congress In starting, bt it will not lose
wach thoe in eatehing up.

It is settled thet the ehlef deputy ofl
inspector of Nebriska 15 to be the new
postmaster nt Lineoln, Now, who wants
o be ehief deputy oll fuspector? Doo't
ull speak ot onew.

ln the burning of Denver's. eity hall
were destroyed publie records of great
value, Nevernl Denver people wiskh the
tire could destroy all of the public ree-
ords wade in the ity hall,

A endtodian of poblle fands in Kens
tucky committed suicide when he refd
in the newspapers that an investigation
of his ‘accomts wus Impembiog.  They
do not do it that way in Nebraska,

If it s only 0 question of more money
to complete the new federal bullding In
w manner that comporis with Ms archi-
wecturnl design, the Nebraska delegation
to congress shonld not be hackward in
asking for it

No mntier what President Rooseyvelt
may say in his fortheoming messnge
the opposition orators and organs mny
be salely depended on to find enough
in it o keop them busy attempring to
monnnfacture pollitieal ammunition ont
of It

1 neeasonnble weather seems to e
playing havoe with the bauk clearings
in all the large clities of the country, al-
though the totals are still goowd reflexes
of prevalling prosperity, It requires a
fall in the thermemeter 1o produce
rise o the business barometer,

The German Refehistag Tas declined
tw enact a prohibitlon opon traopsat-
luntie steamers from comwmencing thelr
Journeys on Sunday. As the voyage
takes ut lepst seven days for most of
the vessels. what difference  would it
mnke whether the Sunday I8 consumed
ut the beginning or the emd of the trip?

The effort to have the democtatie cou-
greeslonl coneus wlopt & progenm for
legislntive actlon foll by the wayshle
hecunses It was construed to be a ore
pudiation of the Kausas City platform,
As the people repudinted the Kansns
City  pintform at  the  election, why
should democrnts in congress he so so-
Meftons ahout clinging to dead issues?

Our Davee was ln such a hurry on the
home streteh of  his  globe-girdling
Junket that he did not bave time to
stop off in Omaha even between tealos,
Kpowing the embarrassment congress
would have had to endure had it been
called ro order without his presence, his
ezustituents here will do thelr best to
bear up grocefully under  the  disap-
pointment,

p——

Chicago and St Louis chemists who
have been carcying away chunks of
water served to Omaha by the Missourd
for use In demonstrating the degree of
pollotion by the time the stream reaches
i gqutlet Into the Mississippi are wel
come to all the samplos they peed, 1f
there 18 any one thing that Omuha s
amply supplied with for the beneit of
{ts guests it I8 the water freely  fur-
nished by the far-famed Missouri,

————

The Assoclated Press seems to fur-
nish o most attractive target for popo-
oratic politles-expounders to practice on.
While the Assoclated Press may be
open to evitielsm, the charge that it Is
& part of the republicun political wa-
chine will  hardly hold  water. The
grievance of our popocratic friends s
pot %o much that It s belng used as
a political agency by republicans, but
that the efforts to use it for the manu-
facture of bollitical capital for the pop-
ocrals have not met with the sucecess

TRAE FIFTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS,

The first session of the Fifty-seventh
congress will begin at noon today, The
organization of the honse of representa-
tives will be the same as in the last
congress and theve will probably be no
important  chapge In the committeos,
The rules that have been In operation
will continue with some slight modifi-
cation, =o that the business of the hou=e
will e absolutely in control of the ma
Jority and not snbject 10 Annecessary
delays, The organnlzation of the senate
will also contivue as In the last con
KRS,

The session prowlses (o be a very
busy one, As was sald by Speaker Hen-
derson in his speech to the republican
citeus, the duties before this congross
wil e onerous. Great responsibility
rests upon the party in power and the
way In which it meets this responsi-
bility will command the profound in-
terest and attention of the people. Ques-
tlons of momwentous importanee to the
country's future are to e considered
and determined. Among these arve the
construction of an isthmian canal, the
Pacific cable, reduction of revenue by
removal of war taxes, supervision and
regulation  of Industeial  combinations
doing an Interstate business, river and
Larbor Improvement, Chinese exclusion,
antbanarchist  legislation, Interstate
commeree, creation of a department of
commerce, trade relations with Cubn,
admission of territories to statehood,
legislation for the Insular possessions,
ship subsidies, increase of the navy and
reclamation of the arid lands in the
public demain. An effore will he made
to bave dutles on certain articles made
by the trusts removed or reduced, but
as now indiented this will not be sae-
cosaful, leading republicans in both the
house and senate belleving that such a
proposition, It consldered, would have
the effect to open up the guestion of
general tarlff reviston and thus canse
wore ot less serlous distarbanee to the
business of the country, It {8 lmprob-
able, also, thot there will be any cur
reney legislution other than perbaps an
amendment to the act of March, W,
providing for the exchange on demand
of gold coln for standard silver dollars,

Mo congress in the past decade has
wet with o larger sawount of public
business prepoated  for hmmediate cone-
sideration. There talled in the lnst ses.
slon g number of Important bills which
will be renewed and which need handly
ocoupy the house for more than o few
davs In debate, Of these such mens
ures as the Nicarngun canal bill, the
'acific cable bl and even the river and
burbor hill, may be considered as por-
fected mensures, The great danger thnt
confronts congress, as pointed out by
Speaker Henderson, s the treasury sur-
plug, which Is steadily growing. This
is n very strong invitnlion to extrava-
gance  and Cilles cssien hinve
shown a dispogition to measure appro-
printions by the present and prospective
slze of the surplus.  As to this Speaker
Henderson sald: “The Ameriean peo-
ple do not expect any niggardliness in
the trentment of the matters they re-
auire. I do not counsel that, but I
coutisel that conserviative consideration
of every guestion which should be ob-
sorved at all times without reference
to the 100000060 that we are soon to
have,”

sOne

S———————
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S WAY

The summary action of President
Noosevelt in naming n new governor of
Oklnhoma to take the place of the for-
wer lnenmbent, who had been hope-
lessly involved in an officinl seandal, Is
striking evidence of the president’s de.
termination not to tolerate dishonesty
in any form in any branch of the fed-
oral gerviee,

The president in this instance hns not
been content merely to lmpose the pen-
alty of misconduet on the offender and
cover up the delinguency by muoking
the change quletly in the form of an
aceepted resignation, but bas attached
to the papers a clear-ont statement of
the conditlons prompting the step. The
facts seem to be undlsputed that the
displaced governor had exerclsed his
power to contract for the care of the
territorinl insane wards to reward po-
litlenl proteges by the free distribution
of stock In the favoered corporation,
President Roosevelt concludes his nos
tatlon with this forcible and poioted
lunguage:

The governor's confessed relations to the
matter disclose such ap entire Inck of ap-
proclation of the high Aduclary nature of
the dutles of his oMee as to unfit him for
their further discharge. A sound rule of
publie policy and morals forblds & publie
pervant from seekfg or accepting any pers
sonal beneft in a trapsaction whereln he
bas & publle duty to perform, A chancel-
lor would pot for one moment retaln a
trustee who, in dealing for the irust, re-
served an  advantage to himself. The
thought is not to be (olerated that the
president can be leas vigllant and exacting
in the public Interest.

With a president setting up for him-
solf and his subordinates this high
standard of official conduct and publle
morals, there need e felt no apprehen-
slons of degencracy In the public sery-
fee so far as the officers are respousi-
ble and accountable te him.

L __
MAKE INDIANS SELF-SUPPORTING,

The commissioner of Indian afairs,
in his annual report, earnestly advo-
cites a polley for making Indlans self-
supporting. He urges that it is time to
make 8 move toward terminating the
gunrdinnship which has so lopg been
cxercised over the Indlans and putting
them upon equal footing with the white
wan so far as their relations with the
government  are  concerned, “Under
the present system,” says Commissioner
Jones, “the Indlan ward never attains
his mujority. The guardianship goes on
in an unbroken line from father to son
and generation nftor generation the Io-
dian lves and dies a ward,” He thinks
the Indian should be given opportunity
for self-support and afforded the same
protection of his person and property
as Is glven to others. That being done,
savs the commissloner, he should 1w
thrown entirely upon his own resources
to Lbecome a useful member of the com-
munity in which he lives, or pot, ac-
cording ns he exerts hmself or fails 1o
make an effort. “He should be loeated
where the conditions are such that by

that they had hoped.

| the exercise of ordlnury Industry and

Coperation in European countries. taking
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pradence he ean support himself and
fomily. He must winile realine
that in the swent of his face i shall
ent hiz brend. He must be brought (o
recognlze the dignlty of labor and the
importance of bulbling and malotain.
ing a howe.” The  commisslovey
Heves that o this way the race wonld
e fmproved aud aplified, He sdmits
there dre difficulties UV ereanie,
bt he does not consider them lnstpwer-
flile,

LI LT

e b

Senntor Quarles of Wisconsin, who
will be chalrman of the senate cot- |
mittee on Todlan affairs, i sald to be
in full accord with Commissioner Jones.
He thinks the uitimate gosl of the In
dian should be complete citizenship, It
i= therefore to e expected that con
gress will be asked for legislation look-
ing to the jpsugnration of such a polley
as the commissioner of Indinn affales
suggests, It Is certainly o matter that
Is worthy of serious consideration.

IMPRACTICAL REFORMERX

Why are woulibbe reformers gs o e
so lmpractieal?  Why s it that those
who constantly declanim against exist.
Ing abuses and demamd measures for
their correction are so often fund op
poging with  equal  vehemence  every
proposition looking to a practical reall-
gation of reform?

Thesge questions ure suggested anew
by the uncompromising antagonism to
an extra segglon of the legislature of
the very people who have been making
the most nolse (n advocacy of varlous
pluns  for improvement in different
branches of government that ean he
lnaugurated only after drst receiving
leglslative sanction.

The inconsistency, for example, of
advocating more equal taxation  and
blocking the only means by which reve-
nue Inw revigion con e secnred s plain
ol lts Faoe,

The support of schemes for consolldat-
fng duplleated paris of the machinery
of loea) government, which i abhsolutely
mpossible withont amendments to the
constitntion and charter, is shply  a
waste of energy unless the law-muking
body 18 ealled into action to cooperate
in the movement.

The protest agalust onr canmbersome
wid unsatisfactory Judicinl system, by
which the decislons of the highest court |
of appeals are mde by commissioners
without legal responsibility or constitu-
tional  standing, wmust  remaln un-
answered until a legislature subinits a
constitutional awendment enlarging the
supreme court and that amendment e
comes effective by ratitication of the
people at the polls,

Yet we see the men who profess ar-
dent devotion to all these reforms de-
crying as politiclans all who favor an
extrn session of the legislature for the
purpose of putting desived reforms juto
practice.

Would not a little wmore practical poli-
tles om the part of the reformers pro-
duee more tangible resulis?

Nebraskn retail merchant= are sald o
be orgunizing fn opposition to the pro-
posed pareels post for fear this exten-
slon of postal facilities would build up
the mail order ouses to their detehnent.
Every lwprovement n the  postal
serviee has doubtless worked to the dis-
advantage of certaln classes, bhuat the
benefits hiuve been more than made ap
to the perople as a whole, This is true,
for example, of the raral free mall de-
Hvery, which at first encountered vigor-
ous objection from the country postins-
ters anld crossronds merchants, but it
has none the less continued to find con-
stantly greater favor., We belleve the
country merchants exaggerate the dan-
gers (o them to he apprehended  from
the parcels post. The parcels post Is in

the place of the serviee rendered here
by the express couipanies, who wonld
be the chief sofferers by its introdoe.
tion and whose opposition to it is to be
expected,

The prompt action of Chief of Tolice
Donnhue in suspending o patrolman
pending an Investigation inte charges
brought against him of attempted black-
mail is the best evidence that could he
given to the vendors of welldefined
rumors that corruption and grafting ave
counteunneed lu our police department,
If this species of blackmall were com-
mon among the police officers we may
be sure that they would all be trying to
protect one another. The fearless de-
termination of the chief to stamp out
crookedness at Its frst appearance 1s
proof positive that it has pever galned
any foothold,

We are inclined to wonder whether
if the shady bond deals had been per-
petrated under the management of a
populist state treasurer, the fusion pross
would bave been as ready to expose
and depounce them ag has The Bee and
other republican papers with a ropnb-
lean treasurer, Perhaps they would,
but we seriously doubt it. We remem-
ber how almost all the big and lttle
pop guns rushed Into the breach as de-
fenders when the insurance holdups
were uncovered three yenrs ago under
the late populist stare aunditor,

—————

The city bullding inspector 1s making
another campalgn agninst  daugerous
structures and has asked the Advisory
board to condemn severnl of the most
flagrant exnmples. The city ought not
to be compelled to walt for sowe acel
dent involving loss of life or limb be-
fore the building ordinances are en.
forced, yer It has been the invarlable
experience that owners of dangerons
bulldings resort to every legal techni-
callty to evade the condemnation ediet,

Omnha may pot be permitted to fur-
nish Nebraska with a governor, bhut jt
aceepts the privilege of furnishing the
governor of Nebraska with u private
secreluary.

r—— .
And Huy “Gold Hricks."
Washington Stur

Don't laugh at the children for writing
letters to Banta Claus. Some grown people
write letters in answer 1o grien good: ad-
vertisements,

Great Ansiety Vanishes,

Minneapolls Jourvwe!
The rural carrier who hus feared that the
extepalon of the classified civil service to
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him to pass an examination In Latin, chi-
rography, spalling, geography and transpor-
tation methods may now rest In peace. 1t
la announced that the ocarrlera will be
rhosen for masifest Miness for the work
from the vicinage of the route he s to
ferve

Progreasive Improvemeni,

Boston Herald
It ia the oapinion of the secretary of
the interior that the oanly good lodian is
the kind that has been trained to work for
a llving. On the whole, this I8 an improve-
ment on  (eneral Sheridan’a somewhat
famous definition,

dJonrnal's Apology Helow Par.

Nellgh Yeoman,

The Omaha Bee accuses the State Journal
of rushing to the defense of Stuefer just as
it excused and defended Bartley when he
was golig wrong., Certalnly those of us
who remember the persintency with which
it stood by Rartley and insisted that the
state preasury was all right then will re-
quire other than Journal evidence to con-

lv'.nra them that all ix square st present.

Onr Living Es-President,
New York Evening Post,

We have only one living ex-president. A
peculiar interest thus nttaches to the health
of Grover Claveland, The ex-preasident has
now been long enough retiesd [rom active
public life for the ancerbities of political
controversles to poften, and even his most
earnest opponcnts In the past are steadily
toming te recognire the sincerity, courage
and patriotism which always dictated his
course, Mr. Cleveland ahould have many
years yor befors him and he already has
the assurance that old age will be rendered
happy by the gemeral recognition that he
whs one of the strongest executives the na-
tion hax ever had,

Tobaceo ns & Revenue Producer,

Now York Herald

Toternal revenus returns for the last fls-
cal year show that more than 382,000,000 an
meecount of the “weed"” were turned Into the
treasury. being an Increase of  $1,000,000
over the previous yvear's recelpts,

There was u notable decrease in the con-
sumption of the cheapest clase of cigaretten,
The domestic production of (ohmceo In Its
various forms (including 8,600 tona of snuff)
was 180,000 tona. We stgte it in this form
becaupe the figures given in pounds weem
nlmost ineredible.

A table published by the United States
Tobaceo Journal, giving the production of
cigars by districts during the calendar yvear
1900 showa that In the New York district
alone was converted more than 11,000 tone
of the herb into 1,201,000,000 of cigars, big
and lHttle. The digare, blg and Httle, made
in the wbole country that twelvemonth
numbered 5,565, 000,000,

This was an increase of 18 per cent over
the preceding year and reflected the freer
consumption due to gemeral prosperity.

SWHERE BILLLETS WHISTLED.

Kiege of Pekin Legations “a Com-
parntively Trivial Thing *

“Really, | was astonished to find what a
comparatively irivial thing that ‘siege of
legations’ was,” says Dir. Neving in a4 New
York Sun Interview, “Siaying as 1 was at
the British legation, | was in the place in
which all the foreigners took refuge. 1
got up one morning hbefore breakfast and
looked arouind the place. 1t Is a large
square nclosure of about thirty acres. At
Adingonally opposite corners 1 found some
traces of bombardment. But there was no
s“ign of any attack upon the old temple in
which most of the people were, nor was
there anywhere ahout the legation build-
inge. 1 peked the minister how he had man-
aged to have Yhe place so successfully ro-
paired. No one wouldl dream, [ told him,
that the place had ever been bombarded, To
my utter astonishment 1 found that none of
the bulldinga I had been examining had
been hit at all; they had not been fired on.
The Chinese had every opportumity to fire
on them, but did nort.

“Take Into consideration them the fact
that no mnon-combatant was Kkilled or
wounded. and that no ome died of disease
during the ‘sioge.’ and 1 think we have a
new and less romantle view of the whole
procesding. | had  women-—who did not
know what exceptional opportunities 1 had
for confidentinl conversations with the au-
thorities—iell me most thrilling stories
about the whistling of bullets which came
through the windows, Some told how their
children becane accustomed (o the whistling
of bullete and really enjoved the sound,
I do not doub® bhut that the women really
belleved the storles. They certiinly en-
joyed the relation of them. Hut

The clergyman waved his hand back and
farward as though he wers blowing away
smoke that had obecured his mental vislon.

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

81, Louis bholdly challenges superstition
by declding to hreak ground for the fair on
Friday, Decemher 20,

Captain John B. Ford of Pittsburg, “‘the
father of American tinplate making,” has
Just celebrated his ninetieth birthday.

The late Governor Pingree of Michigan
kept all the printed comments ahout him-
self and big scrapbooks contaln 45,000 col-
umns of newspaper comment,

John F. Carroll, who may be the next
leader of Tammany hall, s sald to be
worth $5,000,000. Carroll was as poor when
A young man ay was Croker himself

fcore heavily for the pipe. Experiments
in the Swiss army have revealed advane
tages in discipline, cheeriness and endur-
ance among the soldiers who smoked on
the march,

Sancho Panza invoked a blessing on the
man whe invented slecp, and the Indiana
fpclentist who has discovered a method of
storing up sunshine for use in winter will
deserve & great many of them If his in-
ventlon works

Prof. Payne of the University of Michi-
gan. in a recent lecture, sald he had com-
mitted 1o memory while followlng the plow
in his boyhood days Pope's “"Essay on Man"'
and could. If called upon, recite the whole
classle from memory now

The suicide of a Colorado judge, who
lay on the ground with a stick of dynamite
under him and lighted the fuse with the
cigar he was smoking, has put apother
weapon into the hands of those who c¢lalm
that the use of tobmceo shortens life.

The mother of the Chicago quadruplets,
whose husband fled, says marriage 18 o fail-
ure. In this instance there came Arst twins,
then triplete, then quadruplets—nine bables
in three years. How anyone can figure this
record as m fallure is a problem passed up
Lo the congress of mothers,

The military service institution of the
Unitod States has awarded the seaman
prizge for 1901 (3100 in gold) for the bhest
essay on “The Utilization of Natlve Troops
in Our Foreign Possessiona’ 1o Captalo
. 1r Rhodes, Sixth United States cav-
alry, and the essay submitted by Colonel
J. W, Powell, I, 8 A, was found worthy
of honorable mention,

Ooce in & groat while a bunch of farmers
get o chapes to show thelr regard for
pollcemen  who  Jolly  country imen ae
“Rubeus’ snd “haysesds.” A New York
policeman, charged with crooked work, se-
cursd a change of venne from New York
Clity to Albapy, expecting to obtain & brand
of Justice superior to the home article, He
war not mistaken. It took a jury of farmers
only an hour 1o soak him with a fine of
$1.000, with Imprisonment In default of pay-
ment, The wounder is they did not send bim

lltn:lu-lo him will make it oecessary for

]

up for llfe

LLet Us Debate

RBrookiyn Eagle

The recent eleciions have been discussed
by the Commoner It fnds consolation
them nowhere. 1t makes a epecial effort
to break the force of the Mow in Nebraska,
becatise in that state the editor of the Com
moner made a special efMort prevail
againat bis adversaries. Ha was signally
unsucoessful As a prophei he now
without honor in his own country more
particularly. Not only has he been twice
repulsed all along the national Hne, byt
the commonwealth in which he lives has
treated him with partioular severits He
accounts for it by saying that the repub
lleans furnished fres transportation to the
voters. That should be remembered In
Nobraska. Those who accept a pass Iy ex
change for a vote, take & bribe. The chares
Is that thousands of Nehraskans sald thele
votex, The {(nference s that those who
sold their votes would, buwt for the aale,
have supporied the ticket Bryan sought tn
elect. In other words, he Impeaches those
who share his views, but who were nol
honest enough to glve expression o [hem
nt the polls, It in s strange bid for con-
solation. HMHowever, there are fortupately
others ways of accounting for what Wan
penod.  There ls no necessity for assuming
that wholesale corruption brought sbout
the result. If the people of but a singls
stals had gone to the polls, the Common-
or's explanation might have been accepted
by mome of the Commoner's subseribers,
but there wers elections elsewhers, Neo-
braska lined up with other states. That
Is to say, it kept {ts place in the line, It
kept {is face turned against one of s own
sons, lie sentence was & crushing olimax,
It was withering. 1t was the seal upon a
condemnsation which has almost Hierally no
qualifying feature. Never has It fallen to
the Jot of u standard hearer to he s wune-
quivocally and so universally cold-shoyl-
dersd. Nor has it ever been the ovil for
tune of such 4 man 1o be so lmpoverished
In explanation

“Burely.” says the Commoensr, “noe man
who earns his living can pelnt to any wil-
vantage which the republican party brings
or cun bring to the musses of the poople.
This makes (& appearance im cold type.
That 12 to say, it wis the outcome of de-
Hberation Nothing could more clearly
take the measure of the writer Muny
milllons of citizens of the United States
voteld for MeKinley, They went Ihe
hallot box  am representatives the
masses. They largely outnumbered (hose
who voted the other way, Thers were
few among them who do not earn thelr own
living, A vast majority of them earn their
living by manual lahor. They belong to
what the Commoner calls the masses. They
were persuaded thar It war safor 1o vale
for McKinley than to espouse the caunse of

mn
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Bryun
ndvantage
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They gaw, or thought they saw, an
in votlng against him When
he mays ne man who earns his living can
point to anch advantage he makes a thor
oughly charavieristic statement It = &
specimen of Pryanlem 1t so rankly
ridiedlons and ridtenlourly rank that
the AiMoulty is to accept it with other than
a smile, & amile of sympathy For five
voars the administration han been in re.
publican hands. In the interval the massea
have found something to da.  They have
besn puid it money ax to value of which
they have had no misgivings, Incidentally,
they have been pald more rather than less
It may bo stated as a fact indisputable that
they did not vote to thelr own disadvan-
tage. It cannot be stated as A faot indis-
putable that had Hryan been elocted, they
would Bave fared so wall

The organization of debating socioties
all over the country ia suggested hy the
Commaoner. 1t save that a large amount
of editeationnl work must be done, that
the large dnllies cnanot be reliod upon
to do §t and that it cannot ba done en-
tirely through the democratic and popu-
Hstic woeeklies. True enough. The large
dallies cannot be relied upon to do any
eduentional work s=uch sa Bryan would
advocnte.  They know ton much,  They
know hetter tham to clamor for the money
of the Mexirans They know  hetter
than to clamor for the suppression of all
triste, Even the least enlightensd of
them has discovered that combination may
possibly he n good thing. Indeed, most
of Rryan's politieal Intimates have made
the discovery and taken advantage thereof

for n consideration. Ax to expansion,
imperialinm, that s as a story that is told.
It is a fact not only sccomplished. but Ir-
reversible,  Tts irreversibility is now being
vonceded by even the demooratic and popu.
listle weeklies. 1t js mot out of place, In
asning, quote the prime minister of
England: “We nead such encouragement,
for England, 1 believe, in the only country
In which during a great war sminent men
wrlte and apeak publicly as If they be.
longed 1o the enemy.”  His lordship has
made n mistake. He overlooked comparas
tively recent history in the United States,
However, the debuting soclety suggestion
& excellont. Not that the trusts will ever
be  suppressod; not  that 50 cemts will
ever settle a dollar's worth of indebted-
nees In this country: pot that expaonslon
I=  debatable, but thst discussion sharp-
o the faoulties. gives clearer outline 1o
idens. enlarges the vocabulary, strengih-
ena the mentnl grasp and above all places
Hryanism stil]l further hesond the pos-
eibility of resurrection. By all means 1st
ug have the socloties,
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LOOKING BACKWARD AT FUSION,

MaeCook Tribune (rep.i:  The fuslonl=is of
Nobraska lack coheslon, and the indications
paint to decreasing power and Importance,
It taker great and righteous principles and
wike and just policles to permanently hold
together considerable or large bodies of
thoughtful men. Temporary victories may

be won and temporary advantages held for |

# seagon by the rewards and perquisites of
offices. but there can be io the nature of the
case nothing permanent in fuston—anything
to beat the republicaus., The democratic
tall Is destined to wag the dog.

Bloomington Echo (rep.): The year pre-

vious to the time the people's Independent | COFrUption as was cver charged against

and democratic parties fused in this county
the populists cast on the county ticket from
500 to 850 votes and the demovrals coast
from 150 (o 200 votes. At that time the
populists were electing about all the candi-
dates on their tlieket. At the present time
the little vote of the democrats has grown
until the populists next year will only have
one simon pure populist in the courthouse,
viz.. the clerk of district court, The bal-
ance of the covnty ofcers are old-time
democrate, The same state of affalrs holds
good over the state

Heatrlee Democrat: Some years age the
republican party held unguestioned sway in
this state. Thelr great strength was the
cause of their undolng.  The only fight of
vansequence that a candidate hud to put up
was in the republican convention, HBut the
party became o corrupt that the betier ele-
ment rebelled, and the result was the or-
ganlzation of the alllance, which became
the pop movement. This disintegration in
the republican camp wWas very properly en-
cournged by the democrats, but instead of
standing out and saylng ““Here, gentlemen,
we have nominated bonest men for offfice,
while wvour party has selected dishonest
men;: take your cholee’ a few democratic
manipulators slid over inte the pop camp
and tried to strengthen the new organina-
tlon by according them all the offices and
eimply asking democrate to vole the pop
ticket, What we should have done was to
win those republicans who became popullats
to belleve in the principles of democracy as
the correct theory of government. Instead
of that, we told them that the castern
democrats and western republicans were
allke dishonest, and bullt g bull chip fire
that ralsed a blinding smudge, and then all
fjolned In a ghost dance, while a few of our
leaders mixed medicine and parceled out
the prospective offices among themselves,
Instead of teaching the pops to respect
democrats and democratie principles wo
alded them in the formation of a ereed that
wo did not belleve in and that they them-
gelves deserted me woon as the craze for
office wore off. Now thoy bhave gone back to
the republican party.

Kearney Democrat: Several fusion stnles-
men, including Mike Harrington, Edgar
Howard and W, H. Thompson, passed Judg-
ment upon Nebraska fusion in The Omaha
Bee lnst week, no two agreelng upon any
one proposition, except that a few wheoz-
ened-breathed, politieally knock-kneed and
broken-down republican soft-snap hunters
had found a profitable stool to sit on around
the publle crib. Harrington and Thomp-
son want to continue the shell game until
they loeste the ball, but Howard, haviug
irlo.:l it along honest democratic lines and
vgot 1L squarely in the neck, is satisfled
that while it kept a few republicans oul
of ofce, fusion has been & sad and sorrow-
ful experiment to the democratic pariy.
None of themse statesmen have touched the
vital mpot. Fusion has not only heen a
party disorganizer, but It never ofered any -
thing in return. It did not even have a
sentiment In common with the democratle
party. It began life with the sorest Anid
hardost -headed class of defunct republican
ofceholders in the country as leaders and
organizers, These men siarted thelr now
organization by beaping vituperation and
vilification upon the democriatic party aond
{ts administration. They vilified the dem-
ocrats ten times to where they thought
of the republicans once. To them Cleve-
land was & hideous ghost, stalking In the
barnyard of prosperity, They bullt up
populism, and then fuglon, on the political
body of Cleveland's administration. when
they knew that Claveland had Inherited a

bad mess from his predecessor and made |

thoe very best out of it. But It was demo-
eratie, apd that suited their purposes, and
they made the most out of it. When Hryan
und his followers first thrust fusion upon
the democrats In Nebraska in the person
of Holeomb for governor und a score of
other pops for other state ofMees. It Was
not dane with any paoalitieal principle or
poalitical party in view The conglomera-
tion had no pripnciple, neither had It any
party. The only thing it had in view was

r
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“office, salary and provender.'
s ment met with temporary favor solely he-

1

Ctouched the democratic party In Nebraska

The move-

cauge the republican machine had become
dlgguatingly corrupt and disregarded the
Interests of the state and of the people and
willfully defied the law, and a fealing pre-
viiled that anything that would dethrone
the machine would be aceeptable, Fusion
wns concelved in the emergency of the
sltuntion and prevailled, But noe sooner
had the fuslon machine—which was simply
A kloeked-out branch of the republican ma-
chine—been Instated in the statehouse than
they hegan where the other fellows left
aoff and nt the close of the Poyater ad-
ministration was as brazen-faced in its

the Bill Stout gang, only they were some-
what more sanctimonious in dolng it. Had
it not been for fusion and (ts death-dealing
effect upon all and everything it has ever

would today be in a solid eolumn and ready
to fuce and defeat any political foe that
dared to cross swords with §t, As it Is, It
has no state leader, no state organization
and but little if any hope for the future,
and all because it wan made & tool to satisfy
the pop greed and geramble for offMice by
becoming A party to fusion, & thing with-
out principle and an incoherent mass with-
out @ purty nume.  Untl] the party passes
inte the hands and is directed by brains
that display honest Intentions and sincerity
of purpose the ranks of democracy will con-
tinue to grow thinner and weaker and those
of the republicans thicker and stronger.

BITY OF WASHINGTON LIFE,

Etehings of Men and Hvents at the
NSatlonal Caplial,

On November 1| the Treasury department
put Inte circulation the first of it new
Issue of §10 buffale bills. The note {8 so
ramed becuuse of the central figure, which
i6 & large buffalo, =tanding in & position as
though to charge on an enemy. It in the
largest single figure ever placed on a trean-
ury note and. gt the time the deslgn was
adopted, fear was expressod by some that
it was hardly suitable. It has beon found
that small vigneties are more serviceable,
/8 they take up the ink more readily than
& large figure, Although the buffalo bllls
have been In clreulation less than four
weeks, says the Brooklyn Eagle corre-
spondent, & number of them have found
thelr way back to the treasury for redemp-
tlon, being elther too mutilated, amenred
or disfigured for further use.

In all of the bllle thus returned the buf-
faulo has been sadly disfgured. The ex-
planation for the short 1ife of these bills
Is that they were put Into cireulntion hes
fore being properly cured. None of the
notes of the new issue (s more than a
couple of months old and some of them
have not been from the press more than
thirty daye. When it is possible to do seo
the treasnry oMelals subject their paper
currency to a treatment of six months or a
year before sending them out, That much
time I8 required to permit the ink to be.
comme thoroughly absorbed and to let the
paper dry out. Thie is callod the curing
proceaa and it is a very Important factor in
the life of a hote. There was a great de-
mand for $10 notes at about the time the
new ones came from the Engraving nnd
Printing bureau and the buffalo bills had to
ko out before they were properly cured,

Frank W. Ricknell of Des Moines, Ia., one
of the best known political writers of the
west, Is In Washington. Mr. Bickoell has
recelved an appointment under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to investigate condl.
tions In South America. with a view tn se.
curing Information of value to prospective
Investors there, He 8 accompanied by his
wite, who will go south with bim. He ex.
pects to he gone at least one year and pos-
sibly two veurs,

“Wheu T left Des Maines,” sald Mr, Blok.
nell 1o 8 Warhington 1"ost reporter, “Rep-
reseniative Hull was very 11l and | under-
stand It e doubtful If he will bs hers for
the openiog of cougreas. He was taken
sick early In the fall with some sort of lung
trouble, but was well on the way to re.
covory until he went outdoors to vote
This brought on a relapse and he has been
fn a serious condition since

“1 do not bholleve the clalms of the antt-
Hull men that the capiain will bave such
a hard fight on his hands for renooination
pext spring He In opposed by Judge
Prouty of the district hench of Des Molnes,
who has quite a following, but 1 think ths
Frouty men are more nolsy (than numerous,
In my oplnlon Prouty doesn't stand one
chance in a thousand. Many of the friends
of Mr. Cummins, the newly elected gov-
erpor, are opposed to Hull, apd, as Cum-.

—_— e —————
——————————

by a big majority, they fighire that a Cums-
mins candidate for representative can de
the same thing. This Is where they ars
mirtaken, for many of Mr. Cummins’
stanchest supporters are Hull men

—

It President McKlinlev's portralt s pug
on one of the postage stampd of this coun
try, as dispatohes from Washington have
eald 18 likely to be done In case tha Pont
offien department biring new fesue,
hs portrait will be the ninth of & presi-
dent to be uned in that was

mjit a

Av the regular seriea of stainpe
ithe Columbian, Transminsissippl
American exposition fzsues, han
in virculation with only slight
water marks and the like
change of some sort
philatelints,

Ever since Uncle Sam's postoMos began
making stampe, (0 1847 or thereabouts, the
face of Washington has appeared on one
of the stamps In every regular insue and
with & single exception bn n stamp of low
value and geoeral use.  Henfamin Frank-
lin's face has  alwave adorned postagn
stamips of low valus and hoe thus bhecome
familiar o people who send
letlers ever sinee 1847

Presidents other than Washington whosn
faces have appeared on the stamps
doffarson, Jackeon, Lincoln, Garfield, CGran
Madimun and Tavlos

Of the astomps of higher yalues (he S-cent
stamp now boars Sherman‘s picture, the 10
cent Webstor's, the 15-cont Clay's, the 20
cent Jefferson's, the S0-cent Jofaraon's, tha
$1 stamp Porry s, the $2 Madiaon's and the
50 Marshall's.
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Mr. Gorman will meet with & warm recap
tion when he takes his seat in the senats
next March, says a letter to the New York
Tribune. No matter how much they may
eritician the politiclan, no matter how dis
tasteful his methods may be, Gormoan, tha
man, is warmly liked by his former enl
Isagnes in the upper house of congreoas,
where he hegan 1ife as & page more than
half a century ago. In those early days 1he
political ambition of the future senator
from the state of Maryland was horn, tha
profession, which ha bad the opportuniiy
to study from the inside, appealed to him
and he made castlon In Spain wherein he
dreamed of himsall ns & great senator clap
ping hix hande to some small boy to comn
and do his bidding, Young Gorman pro
posed, however, to go west and carve out
bis fortune. Thers seemod (o him no pros-
pect of advancement in hie native state, and
he plled up his penntes with s hope somae
day of waking a careor on the other side ol
the Alleghanies, He would doubtless hava
ocwrried out his intention had It not been
for the counsel of Stephen A. Douglas, whn
took a deop interest in the boy. “Biaw
In your own state,” he sald, "study politicn
and come back to the senate some day: 18
In & simpler matter than it seams.” Thae
advies of the “Litte Glant'’ declded him
Young Gorman remained (n Maryland, which
state, his opponents say, he has time and
ngain carrled in his ioslde pocket, doing
as he chose with lis people and lis for-
tunes. Serionsly, his personal influence ean
hardly be overestimated. ' went to tha
senator,” mald one of his followers, discuss.
Ing the recent election In Maryland, *‘ta
protest against a measars which he was
advoenting, 1 was vielently opposed to i,
and belleved when 1 sought bhim out that
nothing could alter my opinfon, Mr. Gor-
man lstened to me with the greatest cour
tesy and let have my say without uttering
a word until I had exhausted all my argn-
ments.  Even then he sald very little, very,
very little, and how the lttle he did sav
made me alter my whola polnt of view |
have never heen able to undersiand.”’

WHITTLED TO A FOINT.

Plilladelphia Press: “What lovely hlack
eyes sho hng '’
"“Yes; hereujtary.””
“Ah! 1 suppose her mother—**

“No, her father. Hea was a puglist.*
New York Sun: “it's a small village. '™
“'So gmall they enll & shop o stora?”
“Oh, smaller than that. They call a stors
anemporfum.”

Chicago Tribune: The guide was showing
him the big trecs,
“This one,' hio saild,
about 2,000 years old."
“Whut & twentieth century elub 1t would
make!” commented the professor.

Mra, Gaddie—My
His buttons are for-

“is suppased to ha

Flttaburg Chronicle:
husbiand's o slipshod,
ever coming off,

Mre. Goode (severay)—Perhaps they are
not sewed on properly.

Mre. Gaddie—That's just it, He's awfully
carnless about his sewing

Brooklyn Eagle: Mr. Newlywed (solcit.
ouul{:-—.\m] how do you get along with
the butcher, love?

Mre. Newlywed—Oh, splendidly., 1is |
stich a generous man, Mortdmer. When ?
aorder s four-pound ronst he Aiways sends
one welghing six or seven.

Chicago Post: *“"No, It wasn't a mnarniags
for love. It was o pl;‘ ong of conven-
fonee, and they're tred of 1t nlresdy.'”
“"How do you know?'"

“1 asked her whera they spent their
Iumnf‘mrmn. and she suld they hadn't had
any honeymoon—it wns all glucose,™

Indianapolls News: "I malntain,”” sha
sald, ralsing her voles, “that the old apd
oft repeats nerertion that women talk
more than men has no foundation whart-
ever in faet!”

“Then why,"” asked the man In the casa
“Ya our common hmruulﬂ universally called
the ‘mother tongus? "

Chlcago Tribune: “It seems to me* ex-
postulated the traveler, “von charge an
awfully high figure for a ride across your
dttle isthmus.”

“But whera will you find another rall-
winy.” wrgued the tlckot seller at Colon,
“thut affordse such a fine view of & Tevak
tion from the car windows?"

Yonkers Stateaman: “'m gotting o lttla
susplelous of our bookkespor,” sald one
of the partners to the other

“You are? sald the surprised one

Yes: I'm afraid there's  womething
aranked with his books.'’

“What In the world gave you that idea”"’
“Why, vesterday n hand of music pussad
the office. and the bookkeeper never left
his desk for o moment to look out of the
window ™"

THE SONG OF THE SETTLEMENT,

1. A. Bashford in London Spectater
I sing & sang of the West lund,
Though how shall & song bug fan
To capture the blue horlsons
That swallow the prairie tratl!
And how shall letters and paper
Imprison the breadth of Ufe!
They know, who travel the pralrie,
Who know the song of its strife—

The shouting nights, when tha blizzard
I8 resling across the plain,

The lazgy hum of the west wind
At play with the gleaming grain

The sigh of the sleeping grassiand
To tha lInw-hung golden moon,
The song of the waving wheat tops
Ablnze with the crown of noon

The low hoarss volea of ths hunter,
His eyen, and thelr wurnlnf gleam,

That creep in moccasined sllence,
The old H-l{-lrull to the stream.

The andden vap of tha rifle,
The fall of a #tartled moosas,
The dav-long wull—aud at svening
The =onges In the old caboose,

The kit of snow through the ahadows,
The echo of sharpened steel,

The crack of the falling timbers,
The poplar's earthward reel.

The ring of sleighs on tha home-trail,
The glimmer of lights atar,

The glow of the shanty firellght,
The gleam of the svenlng stor

wall of wolves in ths dirkness
The childron's song in tha light,

The large sweot grip of the ddytime
The awe of the great deop night

I'he

Bt how shall letters and papor
liring sumht of s Hio to yvou,

The trolthess toll of the many,
The seuant success of the few !

The hopes anud foars of the pralris,
Ity word to the sons of men,
Nay, how should a velume hold g,

mios carried Des Moines and I'olk county

fnscribed with & human pen?




