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If Samon I8 ever annexed Nohraskn
whould have first elaim to eolonize It

It is alwavs enxler to do nothing than
to do something., The community that
does nothing, however, Is distancdd in
the race,

Judging from its personpel, the com-
mittee appointed to wrestle with the
consolidation problem seems to be bullt
on the plan of a diversity of Interests,

e e ety Mt

The same pewspaper  organs  that
stood up for Bartley after his embezzle-
ment had been disclosed are standing up
for Stuefer and his crooked bond deals.

Whenever n public officer is exposed in
a plece of crooked work, he always
blamer the persons uncovering him for
the frouble he has bronght upon him-
self,

The schiool board would strike a popus
Inr chord by making s New Years
resalution to abolish the odious seeret
ballot in the election of its officers and
employes,

e ————————

For Yule to get a goose egg at the
hands, or rather feet, of its Harvapd
rivale in the year of its bicentenninl
makes the jgnominy all the more diM-
eult to endure.

e ———e—

It appears that Senator Patderson told
the people lu attendance upon the con-
solidation meeting, eallsd by the Heal
Estate exchbange, several things that
they did not want to hear,

Ak the only living ex-president Mr,
Céoveland's bealth s an object of salicl-
tude on the part of all American citl.
zens, wWho hope that his 1fe may
spared for mauy years to come,
_______ — _5

Austrinn life Insurance companies are
sald to resent the intrusion of American
lfe insurance companies secking to
make Inroads on thelr territory. And our
fraternals haven't touched them yet,

———

The republican  party  stands  for
honesty and integrity In the manage
ment of public afulesl The republican
party cannot afford to shield or defend
officers who betray thelr trosts when
honored at its hands, \

There Is Imminent dunger that Ounr
Dave will be in such haste in his race
across the contineat o connect with the
opening of congress thnt he will not
bave time to stop off to congratulate the
Boys who didd the fighting ot home

——

Those suburban  electric  raflwars
radiating out from Owaha are bound
to come hecanse the business in sight
will soon fully Instify their construe
tion. But no  speculative  franchises
peed be glven away to bring this about.

It s plain that the plgtimage wade by
David B, Hill 10 Lincoln just prior to
the Kansas City convention did uot re
move the necessity of further evidence
to prove that he is o democrat (o the
sutisfaction of My, Hryvan's
admirers,

—

It the Euglishman failed 1o turn an
honest penny onut of King Edward's cor-
onntlon by renting his honse to foreign
visitors and subletting other Litle priv-
Hleges, the proud elaim of belonging o
a nation of shopkeepers might be for
felied,

be

Omabn's ity charter probibits the
granting or extension of any franchise
except by vote of the people ratifying
o proposition duly submitted. 1t 18 too
bad that Bouth Omaha's new charter
was so carefully framed o omit this
salutary provision,

1t is the design to make the MeKkin:
ley national memorial o popular telbnte
to the lnmented prestdent, I every ad-
wiver of the grent MelKinley wonld con-
trbute bis miite, thee list of contribaiors
wouldd foclade every man, woman sand

&l of mAtute (tellect 1o the country,

\

Nebraska |

Al RESIGNATION OVERDUE.

When the first republican governor,
chosen after Nebraskan's attainment to
statehond, became hopelessly  involved
in menndnls growing out of the frandn.
lenit Jeasing of school lands, o republican
logislature preferred charges  of  fin-
penchment agalost bhim and removed
him from office,

When a republican stute treasurer e
trayed the trust reposed in him by the
cmbezzlement of woney belonging to the
stute schook fund, be was promptly are
ralgned by republican prosecuting of
clals, tried aml convicted before vepub-
liean judges and wmade to pay the pen-
alty of his odious offense by imprison-
ment in the penitentiary.

When only a few weeks ago a cnndl
date pominated for a minor office on the
republican state tigket was found to have
hesu an Innocent beneficlary of stolen
#chool money, republlcans throughout
Nebraska  with almost wnanimity of
mind demanded his withdrawa) and ont
of respect to the party that had hon
ored him he fled a voluntary resigna
tion from the tieket.

When in the face of all these lessons
another republican state treasurar per-
mits the sacred trust funds In his cus-
todly that make up the endowment of
the public schools to be used for pri-
vate gain, can any republican who Lias
the interest of hils state and his party
truly at beart lend countenance to such
indefensible action?

When the demamd was made upon
Joseph N, Bartley that he make n cash
accounting on turning over at the com-
pletion of lis first term as  Lreasurer,
he defiantly retorted that f the de
mand were insisted on he wonld meet
It with his resignation. Later events
proved that it would have een better
for both Bartley and the state had bis
reslgnation been forced at that the,

When the late republican state conyven:
tlon embodied o its platform a demand
upon all custodlans of public fuuds for
periodien] exhiblts of the amounts aod
whereabouts of public moneys confided
to thelr keeplng, Treasurer Stuefer sald
he would resign before he would com-
ply.  Mr, Stucfer's resignation now
overdue,

e ————
NICARAGUA vANAL BILIL
Represontative Hepburn of lowa, Who
reported the Nlearagun canal bill which
was passed by the house of representa- |
tives at the last session of cougress,
lutends to ngain introduce the mensure
at the opening of the coming session,
which will be a week from today, 1t
Is the opinfon of Mr. Hepburn that ne
material changes will be needed in the
bill, unless there shall be found In the
new canal treaty, when ratified, some-
thing that will require a reconstruction
of the measure, He stated a few days
ago that from the information he had re-
velyed there s nothing In the agree-
ment with Great Britaln which will
prevent the United States from bhuilding
an isthminn ennal exactly as wo choose
and as provided by the house bill of

last sesplon.

That measure authorizes the president |
of the United Btates to weqguire from |
loste Rica and  Nlcaragua for the
U nited States control of such territory the.
longlug to those countries as may be de-
slrable and necessary on which to con-
struct a cunal.  When control of sueh
tervitory =hall have heen secured, the
bl requires that the secretary of wor
shall be directed to excavate and con.
struct # capal between points deslg-
nated,  The sum of RAO0000,000, or so
much thercof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the completion of the
work. the money to be deawn from the
treasury from thme to time as the same
shall be needed, 1t is probable that
some modifieations will have to he made
in the bill, but in any eveot there ap-
pears to be no doubt of its passage if
the new treaty is ratified, which now
seclos assured,

Meanwhile the snnouncement Is made
that the Departiment of State, having
received an advauce notice of the cou-
tents of the canal commission’s report,
is preparing to negotlate new treatles
with Nicaragua aud Costa Riea, in
pursuance of the protocols signed some
mouths ago. The understanding alveady
effected]l betweenn our government and
the two Central American states gives
assurance that no difficulty will be
found In securing control of the terri-
tory necessary for the construction of
the proposed canal. 1t 18 thus made
practically certnin that the Nlearagua
route will be selected, regardless of any
proposition that mny yet come frowm the
'annma company.

PUBLICITY FOR TRUSTNS,

Forecasta of President Roosevelt's
message state that his attitude on the
trust guestion will appeal to the pop-
ular feeling o regavd o the combina-
tions and while he will recornmend no
specitic netion by congress, he will go
nt least ns far as he did when governor
of New York and insist on publicity in
the operations of combloations of cap-
iral How this publicity aud super

vision e to be maintaiped bhe  will

leave to the supervision of congress. It
Is said that influential members of con.
gress have endoavored to dissuade the
president from an aggressive attitude ns
to trusts, bhut so far as can be learned
e bas put o good deal of force in the

puragrapl deallng with industrial com

| binations and has hapdled the uuhj:-vt‘
| vigorously, !

Iu bis wessage to the New Yok

legislature in January, 1900, Mr, Roose- |
velt sald: “That abuses exist uwnd tlmt'
they ave of a very grave character it is
Pworse than ldle to deny,  Just so long
w4 lu the business world voserupulous
cunning s allowed the free veln which,
thanks to the growth of humanity dur-
ing the past centuries, we now deny o
unscrupulous physical force, then just
s0 long there will be a Aeld for the best
effort of every bhonest soclal and civie
peformer who Is capable of feeling an
Impulse of generons Indignation, and
who Is farsighted enongh to appreciate
where the real danger to the country
les. The effects are bmd enough when
the unserapulous individusl works by
himself. They are worse when he works
in conjunction with his fellows through
a glant corpopration or trust,  The fArst

THE OMAHA
lielty. We should know authoritatively
whether stock represents the  adtnal
vilue of plants, or whether it repre
sents brands or good will: or. If not,
what It does represent, I anything, It
Is desirable kow much was
actually bought. how mneh was igened
free and to whow, and, if possible. for
wlint reason.”

In subsequent utternnees  regnrding
the industrin]l enmbinations, Mre, Roose
velt has urged the idea of publicity, as
perhaps the most essential element of
aoy legislation dealing with trusts
This view Is very generally approved,
James B, DI of New York, who has
served as legal adviser of several large
trusts, sald recently that publicity
“would redound not only to the benefit
of the publie, to the steadying of indus
trinl finances, to the making of indus
trinl secorities a permanent investment
for holders, large and smull, but would
also prevent the formation  of  blind
pools, industrial swindles and tend to
nvert financinl panles.”™ 11 s very gen-
erally recognirsd that o secure the same
stundard of publicity n the reports of
all the great corporations state legisia
tion is inadequate, siunece It is entirely
hopeless to expect It to be practieally
uniform. Consequently In order to se
curea publicity there must pational
legislntion and no more timely service
ean be done by President  HRoowsevelt
than to Impress on cougress the neces-
sty of legisiation with this end  pri-
marily in view,

LOWAL TRADE CONDITIONS

Heports on all sldes are to the effect
that Omaha l& enjoying most favornble
loeal trade conditions.  While the pro-
tracted fall wenther, retarding winter
purchases, Las been a disturbing
ment to the extent of deferring the be
ginniug of the buying season, the ability
of the people to mnke purehases aecord
ing to their demands has never been
better.

The year Just closing Las probably
seon less of enforeed idleness among the
working classes lu (nnha amd vieinity
than any previous year. Not only have
uil the mechanies, artisans and laborers
been steadily employed, but they have
been employed at wages that enable
them to support thele familles with io-
creasing  comfort  amd  convenlences,
When the people have o mopey (o
spend the merchants eanuot atirnet ens- |
tomers, no matter what bargoains they
may offer. but when the worklngmnn
hns an assured and regalar income the
business of the retuller pesd not lag.

Another factor that contribuates to the
upbuilding of local business in Omaha is
the loyalty of Omaha people to their
clty. While there is still room for im-
provement in this respect, the people of
this commuuity bave been educatsd up
to o realization of the henetits resulting
from the patronnge of home industry
and home institutions, The merchant
who can rely upon the patronage of his
fellow townsmen knows that he has a
gure Joundation to bulld on that will

10 Lo
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warrant enlavgement nnd expansion, _

Ommha  werchants  ave, as o vule,
awake to thelr opportunities, and by
taking advantage of preseat promising
conditions’ should drive a brisk trade
from pow on lute the new yoear,

One of the phjections raised against
the appointent of n Gerinan:
Awmerican as suceossor of the Iate Cone I
sul Genernl Osborn at Apin was thot
his forelgn birth might fmpalr his foree |
as a representative of the Amerlean gov
ernment in disputed matters to which
the German government might (1
party. We thonght we had passed the |
time when the staunch Amerieanism |
of citizens who deliberately  deft the
totherland to &hare the benetits of freer |
institutions In this country would he |
subject to the slightest impuotation,  The |
true Germnu-Ameriean  places  the
United States first in hig patriotic deyo-
tlon and the renouneed German ewpire
plways second.

Tormer Senator Allen insists that the
democrats and populists have distinetly
different alms and objects, yet should
continue to eo-operate on the fuslon
plan.  The bond of union Is, of course,
the offices. If, however, the members of
the two parties believe in differgnt prin-

| house

| the

| aristocracy.
1

| had been born that early

ciples the arguments are not cogent for
thewn to keep votlng for the sawe men.
——

Suppose it had been shown that the
state treasurer had banded over to u
confederate the whole bomd belonging
to the school fund lustend of just the
interest coupons, would we have to
have some one prefer sworn charges in
writing 1o that effect before the gov.
ernor would even tuke cognlzannee of
the theft?

————————————————
e —————

itp to Providence Now,

Chicagn Most,

Senator Stewart says Providence settled
the silver aquestion. This should make it
sasier for Mr. Hryan te cut his cards for
a new deal.

Danger Apprehendedd
Warhington Star
It should bave been made & condition of
Pat Crowe's return that he would promise
not to kidoap any members of the recep.
tion commitiee,

A Common Charaeterisntie.

J. Sterling Morton's Conserviatlve
We note that when a politics]l machine
is smashed the smashers always gather up
a few stray levers, cogs, belts and pulleys
apd organlze a reconstruction bureau.

Part of the Business,
lteveland Fialn Dealer
President Roosevelt doesn’t like it ar all
because oMelal news leaks out und into the
newspuners ahead of time. But that's the
sort of strenuous business that modern
news getting is.

The Old Adam Amnin.

Baltimore Ameoerican
The oMeer who hypothecated $70,000 from
the order of the Maccabees falls hack oo
the old plea, “A woman tempted me He
should have reflected that this excuse did
pot avall in the original instauce

Cable Without Subaidy,

Phlladelphin Record

While American statesmen cootinue te
discuns the scheme for & subventioned
submarine lelegraph line from our comst to
the Philippines, the recently organized Com-
mercinl Pacific Cable company s fashion
ing the Brst section of the chaln whereby
it proposes to link the United States wilh

cssential 18 kuowleilge of the facts-pub:

fts [ar eastern possvesivns. By the Uwe

were

MONDAY,

congressmen  shall get through talking
about spending part of our redundant reve
enues on & Pacifie cable private capital
will have plht down the wires that will
complete the eloctric girdle of the world,

Too Ausions to Unlosd,

Fhtindelphia Ledger
There ia nothing small about the prop-
osition of a syndicate 10 buy up the rails
roads of the couniry and sell them to the
government

Equality in Taantion,

Nuffale Express

One effect of the decinions of the suprems
court of [llinols In the matter of fran-
Chise taxation is xeen In A movemen:
atarted by the 8t Louls Board of Educa-
tion to force the Missourl State Hoard of
Equalization to tax franchises. When this
scheme of taxation Is carried out completely
In all states a vast amount of revenue will
bo added to the public treasuries.

et Into the Pandwagon,

Fhilladeliphia Ledger

The French Jjournalist who predicts the
world supremney of the United States within
the present century In merely oxercising
(the usuel Journalistic presclence and his ad-
viee 1o his own couniry to make friends
With ours in such & way as (o secure a
fuir share of American trade s wise, It
means  reciprocity and mutual trade ad-
vantages, rather than commercinl wur,

Teetoinlers Arve Good Rinks,

Washington Sty

Some (nsuranoe companies are now jasi-
Ing policies to total abstainers as a saparate
class, Whether or not the total abstalner
in likely to live Jonger or not i{s a matier
still in debate, But there I8 not much
doubt that, as & rule, be will average higher
than ths other people in keeping policios
from lopsing, und that fact might make a
difference to the disndvantage of the polley-
holders whose clalms come to fiual settlp-
ment

An “Old Saw"” NReground.,

Portnnd Oregonlun.

Shakespeare makes somebody
am n great eater of beef, and I helleve
It does harm to my wit'" But are the
becl-vators a0 stupid? The Itallaos con-
Sume twenty<four pounds per annum per
capita, the Bpanlards twenty-seven pounds,
Boheminoe  and  Hungarlans  thirty-one
pounds and the Amerlcans 146 pounds. Are
Amoricans and Englishmen prepared to.deny
that beef, bralns and brawn go together
and to put the tealinn at the top?

aay, "l

Why This Discriminationt

Warhington FPost
The mere fact that England is toasted ox-
clusively at representative New York fune-
tions inevitably prompis the query: Why?

| Certalnly It is not because Eugland or Eng-

lishmen contribute chiefly to our national
prosperily and expansion. Altogether oo
best and most wholesome additions to our
population bhave been made by Germany,
Sweden and Norway. These have helped to
build up the country. They and the Irish
make the bone and sinew of the Imported
element. Why |s it mecessary to teg ot the
British monarch and ignore such .orelgn
rulers as Willlam Il of Germany? Why ia
it necessary o toast any forelgn ruler of
whatever pationality? Why, indeed, save
for the gayety of nationa?

SETTLEMEANT OF THE WEST,
An Eplaode of the Daya of the Keel
Rontman.

One of the features of the December
(Christmag) Contury is the second iostall-
ment of “The Settlement of the West, A
Study in Transportation,” by Emerson
Hough., with pletures by Frederick Reming-
ton. This chapter of the epic of the west
Is entitled “Agninst the Waters."” It begins
with an account of “the upgtream man.’

In 1810 the western  frontier of the
United States slanted like the roofs of a
from Maine ta Loulsians. The cen-
ter of population was almost exacily upon
site of the elty of Washington. The

witk n distinet section and it was &
which had begun to develop an
We still wore linsey-woolsey
in Kenturky, still pounded our corn in a
hollow stump in Ohloe, still Killed our In-
dians with the ancleut weapon of our
fathera, #1011 toak our produce te Now Or-
lenns in Hatboats, still were primitive In
many ways, None the less we had among
us an aristoerat, A man who classified him-
golf as botter than his fellow man. There
captain of (rans-
portation, the keol boatmau, the man who
could go up stream. The latter had for
the stationary or semi-stationary man »
vast and genuine contempl k8 no mad man
hag ever bad for the man of anchored habit,
There was warraot for this feeling of
superiority, for the keel-boat cpoch was
great one in Americean history, Had this
clumsgy craft pever been supplanted by the
steamboat Its victortes would have heen
of greater value to Americs than all the
trlumphs it ever won upon the seas,

As for the keel boatmen themselves, they
n hardy, wild and reckless bread.
They spent their days In the blazing sun,
thelr heads drooping over the seiting pole,
their feel steadily trudging the walking

west
s Lion

boards of thelr great vessel from lnornlng'

until night and day after day. A wild life,
n merry ooe and g brief was that lived by
this peculinr class of men who made char-
noters for one of the vivid chaptera in the
tale of the early wes.

Mike Fink, they tell us, was & King among |

the keel boatmen at the date of the iun-
troduction of steamcraft upon the Ohio and
the Missi=sippl, & man of medium height,
weighing about 180 pounds, all bone and
brawn, s champlon with the rifle, & master
in fsticuffs, a hard drinker, & hard worker,
of temper alternately sullen and merry and
of & sheer physical force which dominated
all he met I his rude calling, This is the
man who figures In a well known anecdote
recounted by different early writers. It
seems that he bad a bosom [riend pamed
Carpenter, with whom he was wont 1o on-
gage in a certaln risky pastime. “Car-
penter and Mike used to All & tin cup with
whisky,”" says one chronicler. “and place
it by turne on each other's heads and
shoot at it with a rifle at the digtunce of
soventy yards. 1t was always bored through
without injury to the one on whose head
It was placed. This feat 1= too well au-
thenticated to admit of question. It was
often performed and they liked the feat
the better bhecause it showed thelr confl
dence in each other.” Yot it fell out that
after a4 long and much-tried frieadship
these two Inst had a quarrel, which
parted them, and it wns some time hwfore
their friencs could bring about a recon-
eiliation, A truee was patched up, how-
ever, and to bind it the two agreed to re-
sort to their old test of amity. Mike won
the toss and it wae Carpenter who was
chosen by fate to carry the tin cup for the
other's aim, Carpenter knew what was Lo
follow and he then and theve made his
will, glvipg his rifle, pistols and eguipment
to bis friend Talbot. He was too proud to
ask for his life, though he knew Mike
Fink's treswchery and relentlessness. Fold-
ing his arvmse Carpenter stood calm and
stewdy with the cup on his head. Fink shot
bim square through the forehead and then
calmly chided him for spilling the conteats
of the cup. He preteaded to be sorry when
told he had killed his friend. An officer of
the frontier overtook him, when off his
guard, at & later day and shot him with one
of the very pistols Carpenter bad be-
qucalhed to bhim.
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The Irrigation Movement

Rt
those membera of congresa AT
correct who are saving that President
Roosevelt (= favorable to the movement In
the far western states for the adoption of
n osclentific and extended sysleom of jrrigs-
tion. Aspator Warren of Wyoming, a state
which Is vitally iInterested In Irrigation,
und who = one of jte entbhusinstic adyvn-
ciutes, In confident that the preaident s on
their side. Heerctary Hitcheock s a friend
of the scheme. The votes of a4 majority of
the congreasmen from the whole reglon
botween the Misstusippl and the Pacific can
ba relied on for any intelligent plan of lrrl-
gation

One of the reasons why the champlons
of irrigation feel that President Roosevell
will be with them Is that he resided (o their
locality for part of several years and knows
the need of the adoption of an intelligent
system of water storage and distribution.
He has bean through all the arid region of
the United States. The argumenta for Irrl.
gution which its advocates present will ap-
peal to him with force.  The advantage
of irrigation, directly to the reglon Imme-
diniely concerned and Indirectly to the coun-
try at Iarge, |8 so great that 10 ought
receive the earnest attention of the vountry,

Perhaps

m

lanils Globe-Democrnt

Any plan which will materinlly add to the
productivencss of the arld reglon covering
part of half a dozen stntes will Inrgely con-
tribute to the population, wealth and pros.
perity of the country

Hut the friends of irrigation ought e
inderstand a1 the outset that they will
mest with much opposition, A heavy vole
will be cant againgt ¢ by New England and
the old middle states. Part of the south
is apathetic and part of {t is hostile. Bome
votes will be cast againet it by the middls
weet, It will run agalnst big obstacles,
The president's favor for it will count for
muech, but this will not necessarily bring
ruccess, A campaign of edtication on that
lustie whould be started and should be kept
up until & favorable result 1s brought. Al
presont Lthe government's Income largely
exceadn its outgo, The money for a wisely
planned system of Irrigation at national
cxponse—and that is the only practicable
wiy that Irrigation can ever be had on a
Inrge scale—can be spared now, but may
pat be avallable after anothoer cut In tax-
ntion is  made The firrigailon matier
should ba presentsd to congress right at
the opening of the session.

DISCUSS FUTURE OF FUSION

Hastinge Tribune (rep.) The GOmaha
Bea has felt the pulse of fusionism in Ne-
braska and flads It somewhat weak and
on the decline, Several of the populist and
democratic leaders expressed themselves
in regard to the future of fusion in this
sinte and according to thelr own state-
ments they don't know where they're “at'’

Sidney Republlean: The process of dis
integration s pow wt work within the fu-
slon ranks in Nebraska. The vagaries of
Bryanism no lopger bowitch those repub-
licuns who were wont to stray from the
fold, They are coming back very rapidly
and congratulnte themselves that they and
the country have escaped  popullstic
heresien

Nelson Herald (pop.) A fuslon that
doesn't fuse I8 a fblure and as Tar as we
are concerned we will have no more of it
When the populist party once more
willing to stand or fall on |ts werits then
it will rise from the ashes of fusion to
be the rveal friend of the people., When,
regardless of afMee, It atands for principle
and ceates Lo cater (o the other fellow,
he he democral or republican, then and not
until then will victory perch upon our bans
ners.

Buatrice Democrat: The World-Herald
ix of opinlon the conventions made
4 mistake In not nominating a populist for
suprema Judge and two populists for re-
gents, It reaches thin conclusian after
soving the manner In which the populist
countien broke over into the republican
camp. Bo long as democrats supporied the
populists and asked nothing but the privilege
of voting for them Tusion fused, but when
the democrats asked a pluce upon the
tekel fusion fizeled.

Grand Island Free Press (pop.) As to
the fulure of fusion, so far as [t concerns
the populists, we entertaln no hesitancy in
saying that it amounts to but little whether
there is fusion or no fusion. So long a8 the
populisis maintaim thelr organization as n
party and as long as Bryan democoracy ad- |
heres to the Chleago and Bt. Louis plat-
forms no power can prevent fusion. In the
evenl that the populists disband as m party
organization then the Individual will vote
with either of the two great parties that
advocutes the reforms which he believes
will best conserve the commonwealth, With
populists the Issue above all issues s,
Shall the classes or the masses rale? and
as long as the democrats stand pat on on
this imporiant 1ssue the populists, whether
through orgunized effort or individual voll-
flon, will always prove a faithful nlly. The
mission of the populist party was waged foy
the purpose of correcting the wrongs in the
corrupt old partles and the work already
accomplished |8 not to be ashamed of

s

Holdroge Progress irep.): So far ns the
populist party s concerned as a political |
organization there appears scarcely enough
of It left to talk about, while eastern and
western democracy do no! assimilate. The
eastern element, dominnted by David Hill
and the Whitney stripe, is almost as for
elgn to the Bryan element as Hryan
mocracy I8 to republicanism. A union of the
two elemenis, therefore. contemplatoes a
compromise on the part of Bryan and his
followers taptamount to the abandonment
of the cardinal principles of the Hryan
wing. What Mr. Bryan will do in  the |
premises s still 4 mattgr of cvonjecture
What the populists will do, particularly the
Nebraskans, In  the present dilemma 18
alsa a much mooted guestion. The pepu-
lets have come from both the republican
and democratic parties and unless some
new movement springs up it I8 but reagson-
able to anticipate that a very large mi-
Jority will return te the party from which
it came. No person will be presumptu-,
ous enough to say that the remnant of
populism will go over to Bryan democracy
In Ity present condition.

e -

Plattsmouth Democrut: Under such ad-
verse conditions it Is not surprising that
the Interest of the democrats In fuslon
wated. The incentive always dangled be-

fore thelr deluded vislone was that they
might elect president with the vote of
Nebraska, and, therefore, they should be
good and take what the popullsts gave
them. This did very well until the last
vestige of electing the great Nobraskan to
the White House falled—then there was
n determination upon the part of Nebraska
democrats to assert their rights and a de-
mand arose for a ticket that was demo-
eratle, and not a confused mob of polit-
fenl leeches, remdy for any party which
gave promise of office. When the democrats
were compelled, in their convention this
fall. to once agein submit tp & nauseons
commingling of their party with the pop-
ulists this demand for a popular demo-
eratic tieket was carried into offect. True
democrats atayed from the polls in such
numbers that the republicuns won, amd won,
too, in the face of a disgraceful record.
This was one effect of fusion and it Is per-
tinent to nsk, Is fusion in Nebraska a
{uilure? The facts show (hat fusion hos
falled in Nebraska, And what has oo
curred In Nebraska has taken place In every
other state (n the contral west South
Dakaota fell away from victory hefors Ne-
braska did. Kansas returned to republicans
fsm before Nebraska repudirted fusion, Ore-
gon is again in the republican eolumn, de-

| in the booth

jtripped away happily to put them on,
[ all

{ hour of hard
frangle,

gpite fusion, and even In Colorado. where
the silver (ssue had its home, there ura|
rigns which poift the way to a defeat of |
fusion,

Schuyler Quill (pop. ) Theee Ideas A ex-
pressed hy the leading politicians of the
state probably voice the sentiments of a
large number of democrats and popullsis
Threw of the momber deelare in favor of
fusion, whila the fourth, Edgar Heoward,
says he belleves there is no longer any oc-
caslon for fuslon and that the popullsts |
will join the democratie party, There ure
some populists who will do so, but there
are others who will never be democrats or
republicans and should the populist party
coase 1o exisg they will still continue to be
independent voters and will vote for the
best men regardless of party. One of the
things whick tend 1o keep populists out of
the democratic party s the arrogatuce of

nre ludependeat thinkers and will brogk ne

rmur of the party leaders. The popullists

ihterforence at the hands of the ssif-ap:
pointed leadera of other partisn. There (Is
no Alsputing the fact that thera are domo
erats who have no use whataver for popu-
linis only as they can use them to further
their selfish ends, Then thera are whola-
souled demoorats with whom it is a pleasure
to aflinte and If thewe latter are to dlotats
the policles of the party we predict that
many populists will join them. Already
mome of our leading popullsts are loaning
toward the democerata, whila others have
gone binck 1o the republican party The
Quill helieves with Rrother Howard (hat
there (s no Jonger any valid excuse for fu.
slon, but belleves that the populists will ne
rush into the democeratio party in any great
numbers until they know which branch of
democracy 18 to rule in the mext national
convention

HOILAD AROLT NEW YORK.

Hipples on the Carrent of Life in the

Metropolis,

There was & hot time in one house Ip
Brooklyn It was a social  funcilon,
euchre party given by Mrs. Harrlet Burton,
an artiot, which was attended by 200
women., Everything was “'just lovely' until
the windup, when thers wus & mixup rival-
ing & rlot At a bargmin counter. At the
cloms of the party nearly the entire 300
moved In a body on the clonkroom. The
witendant inside the bhooth was a stout
womnn of color. The frst of the players
to reach the booth wax a tall, sogular
woman, who carried under her wrm a big
sofa pillow, on which there appeared an
embrofderad cupld, & prize she had won.

“My "at and coat, please.” sahe sald, with
n frigld stare at the colored woman,

‘Where's vo' cheek?" naked the sttend-
wnt, mildly.

“Cheek?” returned the woman with the
gnfa pillow. *“What do | want with a
check? 1 want my hat and cont. There
they are, up in that corner hpx."

“Ah can't glve yo' no hat wifout so
show vo' check,” protested the attendant.

Just then something ke twenty-seven
other women pushed forward together from
the rear and asked for their wraps aod
hute, Al talked freely, but none showed &
cheok,

“This Is an outrage. 1 xhall not submit
to i1, declared & stout, florid woman, way-
ing her arms wildly. a

There was a general indorsement of this
sentiment and wall Jooked at the celored
woman as If they felt she was holdiog
thelr Wraps for ransom.

“Ah eant give out not hate wifout oo
checks, " ropented the atlendant, waxing in-
dignant., *'Pears mighty strange yo' ain’t
got no checks, Ah  give ‘em ter vo'
miheell”

Then a brilliant Idea struck a number of
the  women  simultaneounly, As  they
eouldn’t get thelr hats without checks, they
would go downstalrs  and hupt for the
checks. This they did. Nearly every woman
pounced on the first oheck she saw lying
o the floor of the ball snd with a little
sepenm of triumph hurried back upstalrs
with it 1o the cloakroom,

“Here, 1 have a cheek.” sald the first of
these to get back 1o the room, handing In
a bit of pastebosrd into the coloredd woman
“Now glyve me my things."

The harassed and  Indignant sttendant
quickly thoved nut the hat and cont which
tha check ecalled for and the woman whao
received them, without looking at them,
Then
the women who had gone downstairs
and picked up checks handed in the hits
of pasteboard and got the things they
eslied for. It took much patience and an
work to straighten out the

The daughter of one of the richest real-
dents of Montelair, N. J.. sand once a
notod belle, was a prisoner in the first pre-
cinof court of Newark charged with helng
n professional boggar. With her, also under
arrest and charged with the same offeune,
was her husband, Joseph L. Farnesham,
who, although carefully dressed with an
obvious attempt at style, showed iu his
fave deap lipes, ‘'which told of care and
privation,

“1 did beg. your honer,”" said tho pris-
oner, meeting Judge Lambert's gage with-
out flinching. “1 did it for this dear girl's
snke, to give her food and shelter.  Gladly
would 1 have worked, but I could find noth-
ing to do.”’

Meanwhile the parents of the yvoung wife
had reached the court god notified the judge
of their willlngness to provide for her. Seo
the chinrge against Mrs. Farnesham was
not pressed, while the husband was sen-
tenced to thirty days In fail

No sooner had the judge apnounced this
decision thau the loyal wile sprang for-
ward, crving

“1f my husband Is guilty, It begging he
n orime, then | am guilty, too.”

She nsisted on going 1o jail with her hus-.
band and was carried away only when ex
hausted and falnting.

Stunding on Hrooklyn bridge al dusk and
gazing over the scrapers, towars and spires
of Manhattan, fiilled with exuberant oy, a
writer on the New York Sun made thess
outhursts

Whatever is extravagan! or ugly (o the

architecture of the tall wtructures maswod
upon Manhattin (sland from Chambers
street to the Battery (= lost in the dusk
of evening. and the most modern of clties
geomn almost medinesal In auggestion,

The high twinkling llghts in 10,000 win-
dows dre not to prolong the labors of be-
Iated clerks, but to grace the featlvities
of dame and cavaller, for the vasl e
diaeval city of the November gloaming s
peopled  with  appropriate  inhabitants,
enough koights and ladies, squires and
dames. tinevled rogues and raplered brag-
gartk, atrutting lords and eringing lackeya
to furnish charaoters for & thousand ro-
mancos of the modern bistorical school

PBehind this mount of marble, with lia
hundred splres, slowly fade the stormy
splendors of the supset at the end of a
gray November day. The waters of the
river, niternately dun and erimson, as they
refect tbe varying colors of the sky, sevm

writ all over with the romancea of thoes
high and peopled walls,

Not even the floating ateam oraft can
brenk the spell of medlaevalism, for the
Yo rejecta avery inconsistency and an
achronfsm of the scone and refuses 1o ho
undecelved. A Hitle convay nf dingy white
oyster sloops, ducking and dancing behind
A tiay tug, may stand for any nort of arAft
belomging 1o an earlior time, The hroad
mall of & lumbering sand slonp, nhapeless
thing of soll and  patches, reema rontem-
porary with the earllest youth of Calumbus

As the tranced watcher catohen in the
half light, now u steel cordage of the heidge,
now the gothle curee of an enornious arch,
It s m migantic ship. or a vast cathedreal
and the roar of motor machinery (s (he
sotind of the wind through the rigeiag, or
of an orgun mightler than any that aver
breathed over kneeling multitudea,

Beyoud fhe dim gray majesty of the
Egothic tower stretohas the vast BEast Sule
of the cily, along the water front glowing
with great splashes of lght {nland suffused
with mingled gloom and brightoess and
punctunted with brilllant sparks, A wild
and momentarily glooming sky, wuggostiv
in 1ta dim aspect of Its naighbor, the vpar
sen. apresds over all

inly  seen through the palpable dus
that hovers over the piver to the nort hward
in the ribhed and sintted ghost of the grea
bridge, whose apectral towers and dim-saen
cordage give the last touch of unreality to
the scene, and seem to ast the seal of au
thenticity wpon the wildest conjectures of
imngination

Alang the Dowery are dossns of windews
where nre displaved unredesmed pladges,
trinkots or valuables that have strayvedl
from all quarters into these oddies of com
merce.  Sometimes & meluncholy interast
attaches to these things, says the New Yor!
Tribune, but the pawabroker s a foa o
melanchaly. Therefors he puts humorouys
placards upon his wares, to catch the pye
wod evoke a amile, for a good bumored man
in & belier customer than a gloomy one

One window dinplays a cobhwebbed wkull
bearing a placard that save: “There ar:
1000 skulls In existence said te be Olive:
Cromwell's. This is not one of them, ™.
never misarepresent ’

Further along a skull I8 displayed which
I sald to have belonged to “Pliny, whose
body was entirely consumed In Vesuyiue '

A large leghone (s adveartlsed s “"Goon
enough to do for xou if ever yours
broken '’

Waotches give the Bowery humorist a
splendld feld. Ooe of them bears a tickas!
bldding the passer “Buy me If you haven't
time." Another confesses that “Slow horaes
did this—made him pawn me for §26.""

One watch asks, boldly, “Don‘t ygou lke
my face?’ while another, closed, says, “'i
am Asthamed to be here, take me away!™

A pretentlous notioe polots out that “This
wateh has three hands, and the third is the
second hand!” A stop wateh s sald te
bave heen uwed io “timing the Great
Human Race.”’

On a bottle of snakes is hong this soleamn
warning, "Don't look at me, If drunk, for
| you will cerininly see things.'

A dealer declaros hin honesty thus, “This
looks Tike s thousand-dollar bill, but T mads
It myself; I never misrepresent,” but he
casts discredit on the statement by display
ing wome apple seeds which he declares “he-
longed to the nnlﬂl‘io“n apple that gotl Fv«
futoe trouble.”

L

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

A Missouri school teacher recently whaled
A bunch of bis pupils. The bova retalintes
and Missouri 1& short one teacher,

Evidence 1aken at Washington goes
show that Colohe] Meade's Jags were
wonder and admiration of the service,

A New York woman, I an #pplicanion
for divoree, chargos her husband with eruel
and unusual punishment, to-wil: stesling
her false Leeth

News comes from Washinglon Intimating
that Prestdent Hongevelt's first message
contains 48000 words, or ansut ssventeen
newspaper columns.  Lord, how Jong!

State wardens of Maine have prohibited
fishing until next June in Lake Chargogma -
gogemanchang, «ie. The rest of the name
is omitted out of respect for the axiles of
Mnine

A papier-mache roprosentation of a corpss
i to be exhiblted at the Nonine iriul af
Washington. The prosecttion must be ghy
on evidence when it respris (o griesoms
theatrical offenis

Sir Henry Strong will act as adminis.
trator of the Dominion of Canada during
the absence of Lord Minto, the governot
general. This is the first time & Canndlan
has nerved In this capiacity,

The republican attorney general of Ken-
tueky, who did not appeal his came against
his democratic opponent until the court of
appeals was of his political complaxlon
manifeated keen appreciation of the higher
idenls of government.
———

i
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FLANHESN OF FIUN

Cleveland Pluin Denler;
women who attend the
ehow will he decoltay.”

"l""nuppum- the horsea will ba decoltay,

“T mem that tha
New York horse

“No, they will be decoltish,'

Chicagoe Poxt. *“She's guch & matter-of.
fact, businesslike yvoung woman that I'm
r;ll;:\[lmul she murried him, He's pot very
riv

“No; but he's very old and he carvies a
blg Iife Insurnnce.”

Somerville Journal: HHe-«1t in hacause |
love you that T call your attentlon to yaiu
LCINLES :

She (tearfully)—If you veally loved me
'.)uu wouldn't think 1 hud any taults,
|

Distrolt Froe Press: “When the (ecturer
made a graommaticnl error It hrought down
Itha house.” sald Miss (Gurloy.

ol think the
up,"

houns hud beann well
Mra,

don’t

commented Gurley,

| hrought
I Bravely,

Philadelphia Press:  “Bat, T
yvour shopping Is extravagant.’™
tested: “'vou should never .l“h"
Just bBecause it looks cheap

“Indesd,”” sald the extravagant young
wifte, “if 1 had followed that wdvice whey
vou proposed to me | never would have
| tuken you."

1all
he
n

yiui,
N -
thing

Washington Blar: “"Doesn’t It maks you
nervous to hear your husbund constantls
complalning about the way political affairs
are mannged '

“No." ansawerad the tired-<looking woman
“ftw ow rellef to have him complaln about
politics, 1t takes his mind off the meals,’

THE UPSTREAM PLLL,

Baltimare American
wasy when you're drifting with

current down the stream,

When the onrs are ghipped beelde you and
the laughing ripples mieam,

When there's nsught to do but idla In thae
cushioned sent and bawk

In the huppy. glowlng sunshine, whila tha
water does the tusk

But there comes o suddan waking to tha
fancy -and the dream

When the time areives that somo onas Rhas

! to—pull aguinst Lhe steenm,

Tosh Wink In

It's the

| The tellow who's contented whila the eur-

| rent bears him on

Findr that every mile he travels shows o
wished-for hiven 1rmﬂ;

Finds the water hears iim softly wheroa tha
wilting chancos lle,

wt unless he does some rowing
awliftly bear hiin by

Finds that down the aiream the niohes
that he lonks for ull are full,

And that If he'd seek the right one he
must turn about and pull,

But It's edsy--vory easy—just to float along
and dream,

Yut

the man sometime discovera that he
cvannat float up stream

And he learns, too, thiat tha world s full
uf tolks who Hke ta drift,

Hut the further down the river there the
current growe more swift,

And he nlsa learns (n sorrow that suecesn-
tul ones would sesm

To have no use for the fetlow who will

uever row up siream.

it wlil




