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Sidelights on the Colombian Revolution

COLOMBIAN TROOPS IN FORT SAN FELII'E

(Copyright, 191, by C, C. Adams.)
URING the official sojourn |In

Carncas of a former British min-
Ister there hung on his ofMce walls

two water colors—one showing o

colfee plantation in the morning,
the happy faces of the black laborers reveal-
ing peace and contentment; the other depiot-
lng the same field In the afternoon, the sky
darkened with the smoke of burning build-
Ings and the bodies of the fleld hands scat-
tered among the coffee shrubs, Another
Houth American revolution had supplanted
the orderly quiet of the morning with fire
and tragedy before sundown. The world
has come to regard most of these ebulll-
tlons with contempt or Indifference. More
bluster than bloodshed marks the course
of many of them. Merely personal ambi-
tlon or private malice s the malnspring

much of this belligerence, In these
republics, where active
scape, we have come to regard upheavals
of government as too frequent for notlce.
On occaslons, however, these conflicts have
been precipitated by wrongs that needed
righting, by misgovernment too atrocious
to ba borne, The present war In Colombla
is one of these occasions.

The causes of this civil war can be only
briefly referred to here. Colombia has
two intensely antagonistic political par-
ties. The clerical, or “conservative,” party
advocates a centralized government wield-
Ing really despotle power which It shares
with the church; In other words, a gov-
ernmeat copled after the old Spanish model,
The libernl party, on the other hand, fa-
vors a progressive, Jemocratic form of
government modeled aftee that of the
United States. Though these partles nu-
merically are nearly equal, the clericals
have held the supreme power since 1886,
when President Nunez subverted the gov-
ernment and overthrew the liberal con-
stitution by a coup d'etat as drastic as
that of Napoleon III In France.

From that day till he was polsoned by
enemies In his own parly in 1804, Nunez
lacked nothing but the title of an abso-
lute soverelgn, The federal government
wis nbollshed, the right of suffrage was
taken from nine-tenths of the people and
nine autonomous states became merely so
many disiriets governed from Bogota, the
IHberty of the press and all private teach-
Ing were supp sed and education was
centered In the | « ids of the Jesults. It !s
Impossible here o detall the miseries that
have befallen Cclombla under the despotic
rule of Nuncz aad his successors. It will
suffice to say that Colombla, having repu-
dinted its debts, has po public credit and
her exports have been so heavily taxed that
the country cannot vie with its neighbors
In foreign commerce;, with a population a

third lurger than that of Venezueln, the fm-
ports ure much smaller, and the opponents

of the government have been treated as
public enemivs,

This, In brief, was the situntion that
caused the armed revolt of the liberal

party In Oclober, 1808, The northern one
fourth of Colombia hus been the scene of
the more or less desultory fighting that
has clalmed some public attention It
would not, however, have excited the pres-
ent Interest If the contier bnd not re-
cently threatened o lnvolve two or more
other republics and to compel the arbitra-
tion or the interventlon of the United
States, either to protect the commercial
Interists of the world, on the (sthmus of
Panama. or to prevent the whole of north
ern Houth Amerlea and perhaps a part of
Central Ameriea from engaging in a rulnous

struggle lmperial ambitions of Castro,
Venczueli's president, began to be dlg-
cussed mnd the possibility of a Uniltwl

States of South America has Interested not
only our own country, but Burope ns well.

It 15 o curlous fact worth mentioning
that the Isthwus of Panamn, since the be-
glnning of the Nunez regime, has been
worth nothing to Colombia except for pur-
poses of taxation. Its rallroad, owned hy
forelgners, Is merely a means of transport
for the commerce (duty free) of other na-
tions, The government having neglected to
connect the Isthmus by transportation
routes with the other parts of the country,
Colon and Panama are nothing bul way
stations for the forelgn trafMe acrosa the
Isthm s,

The present (nsurrection, which prom-
Ises to Involve several governments, began
among the hills of Santander, the inland,
eastern department, which raises a lnrge
part of the superior coffee of Colombin
An Santander has no convenient outlet for
fts coffee through the ports of its own
country, It sends the product by mule
trains to Maracalbo, Venezueln, for ship-
ment to Europe, Thus It happens that the
people of Santander and western Venezuela
are particularly well acquainted. This fact
probably had something to do with the
lttle plot hatched by the clerienl party on
both sides of the border In July for the
Invaglon of Venezuela, which so greatly ex
cited President Castro

But the Insurrection has now spread far
beyond the limlts of Santander. It has ex
tended over the northern plalns, where
cittle-raising is the chief industry. Paris
of the Insurgent army command the lower
Magdalena and have closed the river route
to Bogotn; other forces hold points along
the const, but have not yet succecded In
capturing the little port of Riohacha. They
have overrun the Department of Bolivar,
most of which Is In thelr hands, excepting
the seaports of Cartagenan and Babanilla

COLOMBIAN REGULARS DRILLING

wnil the river port of
have destroyed the

Barranguilln.  They
ratlrond from Carlagena

to the Magdalens, cutting off that port
from the Interlor. They have reached the
Pacifie const In the Department of Cauca,

have invaded the (sthmus and many of the
merchants there wald to have given
dhelr  alleglanee to the revolution. The
largest force In any one disirlet is supposed
lo be with General Uribe-Uribe, who |
sald to command 6,000 men In Santander
No datn yet recelved give any clear idea
a8 Lo the number of the rovolutionists, The

GOVERNOR OF BOLIVAR, COLOMBIA.

fact that they are scattered In small de-
tachments over n vast tesritory and that
the government troops, numbering aboul
0,000, are also widely dispersed probably
accounts for the desultory nature of the

fighting. The fragmentary Information re-
ceived, coming mostly from government
sources, shows nt least that no engage

ments betwoeen large forees have occurred,

The struggle Is thus conflued to the north.
Bogota, the capltal, high on the mountain
platean In the south, seems to be safely
out of reach. The insurgents could not
muster sufMelent river boals (o transport
an army uand supplies up the Magdulens
and to attempt to carry the war south along
the mountain mule paths would be an ef-
fort to emulate Hannlbal's crossing of the

1y Mvte .,

IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE OF THE PRERIDENT OF COLOMBIA.

Alps, On the whole the insurgenis, fairly
well equipped with munitions, have pever
boen more confident of finnl sucvess than
they are today. The eyes of the world will be
upon them if they have an opporiunity to
iry the experiment.

Sinee July last the attitude of the nelgh-
boring republics and particularly of Vene
zucln has attracted far more attontion than
the Internnl troubles of Colombia, The
fact that the Venezouelans and the Ecoua-
dorlans are watching the conflict with In-
tonoe  interest may oasily be oxplained,
Thelr tervitories are contiguous and
Itlenlly the three natlons are divided on
exnctly the same Hoes, Each bhas o Hberal
and o clerienl party, whose deals are 1den-
tical, The lberals and the clerienls of
Venveueln, after appealing to arms maost
vigorously for a number of yenrs, have re-
cently been taking a breanthing spell with
the Iliberala in power under the presi-
dency of General Castro. The present gov-
ernment of Venezueln naturally sympathizes
with the Insurrectionary movement across
the border and apparently takes no palns to
conceal the fact,

The church party in Ecuador s so firmly
entrenchod that (b Is Impossible to foreses
i time when it will eease to conlrol the
state, but Eouador has had boundury and
other disputes with Colombla and the rela-
tlons between the two governments have
not been wholly amicable.

There are excitement and strong fecling
over the situation In Colombia and the ques-
tion has arisen whether these neighboring

e

IN BARKAUCKS

suntes will underiake by overt netion hos
tile 1o the Colombian government o help
setile the troubles In that country Fhevs

are other complications of loss Imporianes

The sympathies of Costa Hica, Nlearagun
and Honduras are sald to be wholly with
the revolulionisis, who have recelved ase-
Wisthnee o one way or anather from the
prople of these Central American staten
The voluntevrs and supplies  they  may
smuggle into Colombia do ot fiom  the

present outlook, however, secm Hkely 1o in
volve thelr governments in cmbarrassment

Sympathizera with the insurrection hay
Ing undoubiedly been sending some supphies
to the revolutionary forces from Weundor,
the president of Eoundor was accusisd by

General Cordova, governor of Coaucn, nnd
others with sending ald to the epemy, but
the government of  Colombin  Hself  las

seouted this (dea and go hns the Colomb'an
minister at Washington. Whatever the foeble
lHberal party of Eeuador might be disposed
to do, there In no reason to belleve that the
clerienl government of that country will for
n moment countensnee an attack from thelre
republie upon the clerical government of
Colombin,

Nelther 8 there any reason to infer from
the present condition of affalrs that the
government of Veneauela will overtly inter
fere In behalf of the Insurrection. If some
of the reporis with regard to the recent
dolnga of President Costro are true his ac
tlons ne the head of a neutral state have
been nelther digcreet nor dignified

CYRUS . ADAMR

Thanksgiving Day at Grandpa’s on the Farm

While the Autumn winds are ¢
Calling, calling, sad and drea
I'rom the trees the leaves are fa

ling,
rs
lling,

Ialling, falling, brown and sear;
Other days I can recall—

Many a bright and h

tppy all

But as Memory brings them back again with soft and hallowed

charm,

There's perhaps no thought so dear

At this season of th

¢ year,

As the thought of old Thanksgiving days at Grandpa's on the

farm,

luven tho' it might be snowing,

suowing, suowing, fust and long,
Aud dovewber winds be blowiung,
1sowlng, blowing—weirdsosie song—
Sale, at Grandpa's—from the storm,
All was pleasant, bright and warw.
O, how much there was for dinner; more to eat when we were

through !

And so good—such chicken pies !
Lips are moist, as well as eyes,
As 1 think of old Thanksgiving days with Grandpa and Aunt Lou.

And the songs we then were singing,

Binging, singing, long ago,

Through tie glad, sad past come rvinging,

Ringing, ringing, sweet and |
There, with legends

oW,
that were told

On Thanksgiving days of old,
her by love's sweet and magic

A8 we gathered, bound toget
charm-

Thege the heart shall still hold dear,
Tho' the loved ones be not near,

Who so much enjoyed Thanks
farm.
Hillsdale, Mich., 1901,

giving day at Grandpa’™s on the
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