Traveling by Rail in the Dutch East Indies
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Juvnnene Tranmwnys,
Not only the trunk Maes, bot wlso the
tromways of Java are well  bullt, There

nre o number of stenm tramways now heing
constructed nnd moany such are doing quite

well. | went over the one from 1okl to
Mugelong o short thme ago with s elvil
cuginedr. This was Mr. J. ¥ Van Dothen
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viiu Aon PBerg, n young man who was edu-

cated at the Lehigh university and who
graduated there In 18656 He Is n relative
of Lord Van Dethen van den Berg, the
Duteh resldent governor at Bandong. His

road Is about forty-elght miles long and It

pays on nccount of the heavy shipments of
toboacco ond sugur from the plantations
throueh whilch it runs, The tram is bulle
on high embankments throughout most of
Ite courss, 1t has some stoep grades and
it s erossed above and below by dralns and
pwrtificlal waterways. 1 was interested in

the protection of the bridges by huge cratoxs

mwinde of bimboo filed with stones. 11 you
will imngine 0 bamboo baskel a8 blg a8 A
rolleoad onr, Hed with boulders of various
wlzes, thrown Into a siream ahove a bridge
to break the Nood, you may got an Wea of
such protect) | Nashvts of thin kind are
of all slzes.  They wre used to hold up the
embankments and to prevent washings and
1o strengthen all soris of wolerwayms.

At the Rnl rond Statlons.

The atatlons wre bhetter Kept here than In
the Untted States  They nre well  bullt,
belng moade «f stone and stuceo, covered
with whitewash and roofed with red tiles
Byery statlon bhas o home for the station-
master. It has a lawn and garden about
ioaud pidm trees and tropleal  flowers.

Many of the stations have postotffices con-
pected with them and l‘l‘ have telegraph
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oflives and telephones The tickel agents
wre often Chinese. They are the cashlers
of the country and handle the greater pard
of the vhang
The cars aro fh
the nntlves gone
furcs are low
make up the
the rond,
I Year.
Every large station has s fivst and sec-
ond-chisy woalting rooms, sl cach has o
restaurant, where you can get o falr meal
for from 40 to 76 conts. Boefore you rench
the meal stations the conductor telegraphs
ahend amd orders your dinner, or you can
have him  telegraph for a dinner to
brought to you on the traln. Such meals
nre served In sets of poreelaln boxes, which
rest one over the other, a half dozen boxes
caomprising an ordinary train  luncheon

voond snd third-class,
Wy taking the latter. The
and the third-class tickets
largeat part of the recelpts of
They amount to about §6,000,000
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Kach Lox contulng some hot ROUP, meat or
a vegelable. and these with frult form the
menu, A servant brings the feod into the
train and walts upon you while you
leaving you at the next station, to go back
on another traln with the sl

Avross Java by Hall.

My tlcket from

Batavia to RBoerbaya cost

me 39 guldens, an average of about 2%
cents per mile. This was first-closs, Had 1
taken second-class | could have gone for

¢ conts and third-class for six-tenths of 1
cent a mile, 1 had a servant with me and
1 sent him third-class, 1 pald extra bog
gage on all over sixty-six pounds, at the
rate of 3 cents a pound, and my baggnge
cost almost as much as my ticket

Let me glve you a pleture of the first
cluss compariment which 1 had from Boer
bays to Maos. It was about ns wide as our
cars ot home, but pot mere than ten feat
In length, It was In fact a little room
about 6x10, walled with glass at the sldes
nod entered by a door at the rear. It had
four seats at the corners and (wo arm-
chairs of mahogany and wicker. The com
partment contained also a leather eofa
which could be put up or down at will, and
n table a foot wide and four feet long, upon
which we ate our luncheon. My fellow pas
sengers were four portly Dutchmen elad In
white duck. One of them monopollzed the
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The compartmont beyound this was lor
Lthe svoobd-class passcugels Hote wer

badf o dozen Chipese dressed o white duck,

Wl gurgvous with rings and scarfpins.  Badh
had o black gueud, o which was bradded
tod silk, tucked loside his jJacket, A bad
puld wartchobains and corrvied canva, There

were also sotie of the poorer Dutels, includ
R & couple of sowen, who wore sarcugs
abd shippers 1 Juvancse style, aud o
pretey girl with beautiful eyes and & rav-

ishing smile and w0 face so dark that you
cvould tell she had pative bloud o her.
The third-class  cars had pliakn wooden

buenches. Thoy
Woluen  and
sardines,

were crowded with natives,

ey, packed o a8 cluse us

Barcivoted tondoaciors,

From time to time the conduclor ciie o
fur the Gickets, He moved about like o
glivat, opening the door withioul seise.  He
was o his bare and as b hiw
funde no sound. His custulne
saroug, or bag, which reached Trom bis
witkat (o bis aukles, o navy blue Jacket aod
@ turban, over which he wore a cap. lle
put bhis baod to bis forchedd as be cutered
our car aud agalt radsed It io salutetion as
be eximined edach ticket, There were bare-
fouled porters at every stution and bare-
footed cabmen ready to drive to our
hotel. Thelr chinrge is equil to 20 ceals of
vur mopey, the hotel carriages cvharge
twive us much. There were uo pewsbuys
on the trains wud wothing was sold while
Lhe cars were (o motion. The latest Dutch
dallivs are to be bad at the stations, and
they are also on lle in every depot readiug
rouwm,
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My trip across the Island has given me a
good ldea of the country. 1 ¢annot describie
Its beauties., There Is no land like it on
the face of the globe. 1 have visited the
pleturesque parts of Indin and the valley
of the Nile in the winter when everything
is the greenest of green, but 1 hiave never
seen anythiog like Java., 1f you will lm-

agine a garden as big as the state of New
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York and LT fully. kept ns Central
park you might have a fadut blea of It
Huar » Vomuaet ondd voloanie o mipins grevn
to thelr tag whicvh are | nothe ¢loud

Vou mn f put In feathery Baul Broves
of Cecianuts |« hatid { laananas and
vieat meadows on which  buffalves  and
ponics are feoding You mu terrace (ih
Wills with rlee felds, some coveprod with th
kolden graln ready for barvest sl otheis

with emerald sprouts on the
the waters: Now ote of the mountalns has
10,000 steps of this pature and now  you
hoot out of the rlee (o great e planti

shiiviry fade of

thons, Into groves of rod guinioe amd on into
woods as Llue as the Blue Ridge of Vi
ginia.

Nong the banann trees are e bam-
boo play houscs, the homes of the natives
You eross maguilicent roads spotted wilh

ahive, bare to the walst, trotting alung
with bash ta fastoned to the ends of poles
which rest on thele shoulder Somoe of the
poles huve cnda tarped up Tike bow They
nre bofoe by mwen who are careylog rice in
from the fields. Other men hoave lokds of

guods which they are taking from one town
another. There are wolien thus loadod
an well as the men, and near Djokja T saw
hundreds of young girls carrying burdens
in bags on thelr backs,

Lund of White and Green,

L

1 have spoken of the rollroad e s
blng whits Indied, o)l Juva s «f the
whitest of whites  and tin Eroviist f
groen The Duteh go wild aver whites
waush, not only in Holland, but all over
the world Everyvthing they bHave bullt
here da ceonted with newly slubived Jimu
The villas of the cities aro dead white, wiith
columns in tront of them th color  af
Parlan  mirble The bridges are white,
the fence along the ronds, whethor they b
mude of banmboo fishing poles of of heavier
wood are covered with whitewash and the
same may be sald of the dradbs and
culverts. the warehousvs, the factorles
and especinlly  the vast  sugar factories,
which cover waeres and which have white
smokestncks leaning out In thelr  spowy
purity agalnst the blue shy White, In-

deedd, Is 80 much the fashion that the propla
whitewush hs house—a new coat
I8 put on everything once and often twice
every year The ralny scuson covers every-
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thing with damp wund tmold
over the smell of lime fils
everything Is then coated insle

und the bulldings put on thelr wh
mer dAdresses, Some of they hotels
whitewashers busy al] the year roumd, e
1o also the larger proporty owgers T
white even extends to the clothing of the
foreiguers The Duteh officials dress in
white duck, They wear the white cianvas
hoes and white and even the milt |

helmats

tary offtcers wear white

In the ice Fievlds |

The chief crop of Juvh |s rl In
trip pcross the island | have never been ou

f slght of rice fields. The rice grows of
every hillside and o every valley, Tt mu
lwve water and the Irrigation works which

wve boeen bullt to supply this nre un

Qqualled in any part of the waorld T
soll of Java s n voleanle mud It s 5
Ith ns guano, It bs of such a nature that
toenn casily be moade Into walls which wil)
hold ek the flooded patehes,

The lurger canads are stone wallod, we
built, with many locks, but the water drip
from fAeld to fleld as the Hetle mud  em
bankmente are opened by the people

In many places 1 suw the

Here they were planting and there harvest

iple wt work

‘ng the rice. The lands are plowed and
weoded by the men, but the planting anl
reaping are done by the women, The rlos
Is set out plant by plant In the Naodimd
fields, the women wading through the mud
up to their knees as they plant. Much of
the farming 1s on shares, & man and hi

wife agrocing to plant and harvest a pateh

for one-fifth of the croj Sometines n
number of poaple will Jo'n together and
take severul rice flelds. 1 see crowds at
work in the ripe grain The men aml

women are working together, and espocially
the young men and young women, |
tolid that harvesting time s the chief
log time, and  that  the und  thelr
sweethearts usually become engaged while
cutting The work 15 not at nll hard,
for cach stalk of rice s cut separntely with
n Htte knife which is held in the fingors
The stalks are put together in shonves not
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rice,

much bigger around than a man's leg and
In this shape they are taken home and
threshed out at leisure.

AL the beginning of the rlce harvest the
poople have plenies and feasts. They erect
temples in the fields to the goddess of the

harvest, Fach temple 1= about 08 blg as a
pigeon house, and the offerings consist of
an o, & dish of fruit and bits of sugar-

cane and cooked rice

As the grain ripens shelters are erected
on poles in the fields and children or
grownsups are stationed In them to wateh
the ¢rop or to scare off the birds, Some
times strings are stretehed from one part
of the field to the other and by these scare
crows are manipulated so that the boy in
the shelter can frigh:en the rice birds a
halft mile awny

Government Watehes the Hive.

The rice lands supply the food of the na-

tlves and the Duteh government watches
them very carefully. It Insists that all
contracts made shall not interfere with

their celttvation und it provides that they

shall be taken care of for the people,. The
povernment alds in thelr Irelgation and it
I# due to it largely that Java, with the

thickest population perhaps on the face of
the globe, does not have famines,
The natives are lazy and shiftless.
they not pratected the Chlnese or
capitallsts  would corner the rlee
would be for sale at high prices,
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have a large assortient of the most fashionable fabries to seleet from and will make them up in
We also sell our suiting materials by the yard at mueh

May wenot have the pleasure of showing vou what we can do?
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