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HIS QUEER SYSTEM OF POKER

Unorthodex Mothods and the Fight tha
Fellowed in Thelr Wake

OLD MAN GREENHUT TELLS THE STORY

Stranger Tramples on Arkansas Clty
Traditions and Gets Awny with
a Nire Little Pleces ot
the Loanl Money,

“Talu't & matter of record,’” sald old
man Oreenhut, with a reminscent look In
his aye, "thal any stranger has ever come
to Arkansas City with auy notlon o doin
up the town what got away with the propo-
sitlon an’ any consid'able remnaut o th
wad ho had with bhim when he arrove  The
oitizons o' this town Is mostly capable men,
what 18 well qualified to drink red llguor
stralpht an' set Into ‘most any sori of &
game without drawlu’ weopons, "less thure's
Aome provocations, an’ when It comes  ta
Araw polier It's universally ackoowlodged
up an' down the river thut there win't no
superior game played anywhere, The galool
that cames here with a setion {1 bis nut
o' makin' a' everlastin® fortune out o' such
hands as a merciful Providence may aliow
him to hold In two or three nights' play
In gon'ly conslderad o bo vunnin’  tn great
Tuek If he gets out o town without havin
u subaeription took up for his beneflr about
the time the next hoat tice up

“There has been & good many times, (P
enough, when things looked donbtful, Play-
ors has come that had new wrinkles In the
way o' holdin' out, or stackin® the curds, or
pomo new sysiem o play puzzled (he
boys for & while, An' there's heen soine
come Lthal sure knowod
it almighty skitlful

nal

But none of 'om, us

I snid, ever resly got awny with the propo- |

althon.

“Thers was one feller, though thut
rhowed up here about «lx years ago that
comn monstrous gear breakin® the record

That In to say, If he'd have undegstood the
firet pringiples o' poker he'd hn' busted the
town wide open, un' the mortifyln' thing
about 1t was ‘twas poker he was playln
That i, ‘twis ecalled poker, an’ he sure
did win., but the way he played {1 was one
o' the soven wondarm o ithe worll. Wae
talked about It gulte some, after he lefe,
an' the ununimoud verdiet was that If he'd
bha' knowed what he wus doln' an’ how
to do It he'd ha' Just overlastin'ly skint
the entire crowd out o what money thor
was lnatead o' comin’ out consid'able nhead
an' him not knowin' just how he done it
or whit he'd done It sure werg hes
wilderin', an' well eal'latod to make & man
lose his falth in Providence, ‘thout he was
ane that stuck to his rellglon splte of any-
thing.
Hind a New Syntem,

“The pusslin’ thing about |t were that
the fellor senmed to be playln’ poker all
the time an' the roat o the parly was
playin' It for all they knew, but he wera
either playin' on n system that wus en-
tirely unbeknownst to everybody In this
part o' the world, or ¢lee he were that out-
ragoous ignorans o the frst priociples as
would dlegince a half-grown boy. An' yet
he won! Some of "em was inelined to think
at first that It were 4 new system an' there
wis u good dewl o' speculation on how it
would work, played vonstant, but nobody
had the nerve to try It, secln' It were
plumb contrary to all sclence as poker ia
understood an' they couldn't ger up that
chlldlike confidence in heaven's mercy that
would lead ‘sm to look for overwhelmin'
luck in the matier o' ecards at the critical
moments o' the gnme.

“The way of It was this,
from the boal one day an' welhked. up
leves a bit, lookin' round, an' sayin’
nothin' (o npbody. There dldn't seem to
be no reason for anyhady to pay attentlon
to him, an' consequent, nobody did, for he
wa'n't ® man that looked Ike » =port, nor
yot o busipess man, Just ‘peered lo have
got out I'm somewheres an’ didn't know
his way back. After he'd looked ‘round
a spell he sort o drifted in to the hotel
an' wrote his name, absent-minded ke, on
the register, and sald ‘yes’ when the pro-
prietor as't him if hq wanted a room. Then
he just wat ‘round for a dey or two, sayin’
nothin' to nobedy all the time. Didn’t up-
pear to have ambition cnough to eat his
meals, for he'd walt tlll everybody was
most through ‘fore he'd go into the dinin’
room. An' even when he took a drink,
which wa'nt often, he did (t all alone, with-
out seemin' to take no interest in It

“‘Long about the third day he began
takin' short walks, an' bimeby he got as
fas ams to come In here an' look ‘round.
Reein' the bap, he called for some red llquor
an’ drank It and' then seeln’ o chalr he sot
down. There hadn't been much doin' for
a woek or two an' 1 says to Jake Winter-
btottom that it mought be a good ldea to
sinrt A game o' poker. ‘This here stranger,’
1 says, ‘don’t look as if he knowed one card
trom anether, but 'taln’t likely he's quite
as slmple as he looks, an’ mebbe' 1 says,
‘vou might get him into the game. Don't
make 1t top stiff right away,' 1 ways, ‘an’
who knowa but you might get a small stake
out of him? ‘Tain't very promisin'' |
says, but some men is llke crooked cat-
tle. There's more meat on ‘em than they
looks.'

He just landed

Looked Had to Jake,

“Wall, Jake, he didn't think theres was
nothin' doin’. He looked the stranger over
An’ sort o' turned up his pose, but things
was quiet an' Anally he says ‘1 don't
reckon he's got 800 in the world an' If we
win that wo'll only have to chip in an’
mend him away There aln't the makings
of a cltizen into Lim, no way I can Agure
it an’ we don't want him settin' around for-
ever. But we might take a shy at It, Just
toa pass the time’

“S8o0 him an' Bam Blalsdell an' George
Bascom kind o' got togelher an' played a

fow hands, thiokin' the stranger might
show some Inlerest an' propose to join
the game, but he never stirred.  Just sot

still an' chuwed his tobaceo llke he didn't
give a -~ far nothin'. So finully Bas-
com he spoke up an' aaya: ‘'This I» pretiy
alow playin' three-handed. We'd oughter
have somebady elée tn the game an’ they
walted a minute to see if that would exteh

him, but he never even looked ‘round.  So
Winterbottom says:  ‘Woulde't you ke
to play? an’ the stranger says: 'Yes,' just
the same absent-minded-like way he'd

spoke to the hotel proprietor an’ he went
over an' sot ie. 1 sold Lim $10 o' chips
an' they dealt him carda, It were a table
stokes game an' each man had put up ten

“The atranger, he talked llke a Yankee
an' looked llke a Frenchman, but hisa name
on the hotel register was Denuis MoCarthy
an' for all the Interest he showed in the
cards after he got 'em he might have been
a Chinee. He just put up when It come his
turn an' drawed cards every time, but
he pnever made a bet till his tep was all
gone and' then he hought ten more as ehlm
an' collected a8 & knothele in a board
fence.

"Well, he played aloug, I you. can call
it playieg poker, just ‘lke that untll His
third ten-spot wasx gone un' he bought ten
more worth o chips. Then he cauxht o
hand that seemed to Interest him som
for he studied it a long time after Baseom
had be' ten on his cards, befora he sall
anything., Then he sald, 1 eall,” an’ shoved
a $10 bill inta the pol. They showed dow:
an’ the atranger had a pair o queens, Bas
com. be had three sevens, an he raked the
pot. o' course for Winterhottom an' Rlals
dell had passed our,

“Well, that there MeCarthy, If his name
was MeCarthy, fumt sst there and called
every het that was made alier that for
three-quarters of an hour 1 never ace

he game an’ pluyed |

tha.

Euth u thing before nor siace. ‘Peared like
hoa'd on'y just found osut he could call an
he'd besn playin’ along afors that on the
Ides that all the othor féller had to do to
win the pot was 10 makeé & bet’' an’ as If
ha'd got In his head that ealiln’ was all
he was lowed 1o do under the rales. What-
ever his foo! notlon was, | don't p'tend
1o say, but that's just what he di4.  Just
culled every time it come to him
Letting Mim Down Lightly,

‘Just oaturally that leoked easy, an' |
will say for the boys that they didn't ey
to play 1t low down on him for & gooil
while. All they did was to wait for a
pretty strong hand an’ than bet it for what
it was worth an’ walt for a call. As there
wias Lthree o' them (o one o him, they
noturally outheld him as a rule, but pome-
how or other he maopaged to scoop a pot
just about often enough to keep hKim even
Ho'd bought 826 after he lost his first fAifty,
50 there was over a hundred on the table
| The boys wasn't pushin® him very hard, so
they only bet fAves an' tens an® once in &
wiille he'd show down the best hand an'
& pot, An' bimeby we was all sur-
prised to =ce he was gettin® ahead. Still,
twan't no game to speak about. They'd all
wot the ldee ‘t he hand't got mueh of a
vied, an’ they was playln’ more for the fyn
0" the thing than to do him up

seaop

Pretty soon Blaisdell e caught a four-
flush an o jackpot an’ the stranger he
onened 1t Blalsdell stayed an’ the others
dropped oul. They each drawed one card |
an' the stranger he bet ten. Dinisdell looked |

his
flush, so he ralsed It for his plle
wWuA $20, an' the stranger called.
fown w full houss an'
ilygin,

“Next hand Hascom opened the jack on a
pat strajght, an' the stranger he come (u
an' drawed one card. The others stayed
un' bet his plle, which wan
twenty an’ the stranger he called an’
showed down  § flush o Daweom
| obliged to dig
“Then ‘twus Winterbotibm's turn, as it
| happened, an’ he opened It on threes
They was playie' a Jack agaln on account o

which |
He showed |
Hialsdell had (o0 go |

ot Flaseom

odd,

WHR

the hunds showed, an' I'm blamed If the
nime thing didn't happen, The straoger
he vome th an® drawed two cards. Winter-
bottom bet his pile, havin® three queens.

The ather two dropped out un' the stranger
he callud un’ showed three kings.

Didn't Worry Him,

"It looked like & most amazin' run o
luck, but the stranger wover turned a balr.
He did call for the drinks all around, aw a
sort o' recognition, Lbut he sot as calm as
ever, waltin® for his cards, an’ lookin' ws if
he didn't know what to do with ‘em when
they come. The others had bought ffty
aplece when they came back, so there was
motrey enough on the table to make It
worth  while, an' the bets got stronger.
First, Winterhotlom he bet twenty on two
|;m|rn AN’ the siranger called on one palr.
{ Then Bascom he bet ten on & patr o' queens

An’ the strunger called on ace high. Then
| Bslalsdell bet twenty-five on threae Incks,
| Buscom saw 1t on aces up, Winterhottom
atiwed out, havin® nothin', an' the stranger
callod oo o nine-high stralght. No matter
whist he huld he wouldn't ralse.

“Blalsdell kind o' got huffy this time, an'
feeln’ the stranger was still pretty well to
the good, he began cussin' a little an' pro-
posed to take off the lmit. The others

Blamed if it dldo't ‘pear like 'ves'
‘most the only word he knowed In the lan-
Buaye.

"Well, the beta were heavier after that an'
the eiranger lost what he bad in front of
him In the next three pota. eallin' on the
most ridiculous hands yoy ever see, bt he
stayed right along in for the next deal, so
they knowed he must have mere money In
lils clothes. It was bhis first say, Baseom
hayin® the age, an' he dug out twe sliver
dollars an' come Io, the ante beln' a dol- |
lar. The othera stayed, an' MeCarthy
drawod three oards. When |t come to the
bettin® he het g dollar an' Winterbottom
put up fifty, havin' Alled a flush.  Blalsdell |
dropped out an' Bascom ralsed it fifty. |
McCarihy never sald & word, but he pulled
out hia wallet aod fashed up & hundred |
dollar bIN Winterbottom ralsed it ffty
an' Bascom ralsed it Aty more, an' the
stranger lald down another hundred.

“It looked like his Anish there, for sure,
for, o' vourse, nobody thought he had much
of & hand an' the boys thought all they had
to do was to keep up the criss-cross un'
whipsaw him out of his pile. 'Twan't cer-
tain  whether Bascom or Winterbottom
would win, but one of 'em was sure to an'
the money would stay right here.

"Well, they kep' It up for five minutes, I
reckon, tlll Bascom come to the end of his
wad. He on'y had six or seven hundred in
hia clothes an’ Winterbottom wasn’t much
stronger. It didu't look werth while for
Bascom to send for more money, for the
stranger's pockethook was emply an' he'd
fished out hin last hundred from one of his
pockets, so BHusgom just made good when
Winterbottom raited, an' the stranger got
his chance to call, pobody supposin’' that
he had more'n perhaps three of a kind, an'
Iltkely not that, he havin' called on every
hand he held, whother ‘twas good for any-
thing or not.

Hascom Nees His Biunder,
"It was a fatal mistake, an’ Bascom seen
it a8 soon as he'd done It, for the stranger

dug agein an' flashed up a thousand-dollar
blL  'Stead o' ralsin’ Winterbottom, as

sald they were willln’, an' he sald ‘yes.'|
Wiy |

any other player on earth would ha' dope,
he Just done his fool act over aghin an’
calle.  Then he showed down four deucos
an' scooped In the pot as cool as if ‘twas
elght dollars instead of a little over two!
thousand.

“"Huscom sort o' gasped, for he seen what
& mistake he'd made, but Winterbottom, he
reallzed that somethin’ had to be did qulci,
#n’ he reached out with one hand for the
money. “You pever got them deuces hop-
eat,' he says, pullln’' his gua, o' courae, ns
he apoke. He koowed It meant fight, but
he wasn't lookin' no more than sny of us
for the kind of a fight that came,

“MeCarthy, he was quicker than chaln
Hghtoin', an' reachin’ over with one hand
he grabhed Winterbottom's gun while he
put the money (o his pockat with the
other. Then with a quesr sovt o' twist he
wrenched the gun out o Winterbottom's
hand and threw (1 plumb through the win-
dow. We was all standin’ resdy to see that
Winterbottom had fair play, not considerin’
It etlquette to Interfere unless he should
gel the worst of i, but, Lord bless you, he
hadn't no show at all. The stranger he
just rose out of his chalr an' give a leap
like a buckin® broncho clean over the table.
He fome down with both heels on Winter-
bottom’'s chest and Wipterbottom was out
of it. Blaisdell un' Pascom both drawed
on the Instant, but ‘twan't no use. That
stranger was all over the room at once,
swaltin' Bascom bekind the ear with bis
fist an’ kickin' Blalsdell under the chin at
the mame time. 1 didn't think it was worth
while to take u band myself, seeln’ how
thinge was goin' an' beln' some In years, so
I stepped behind the bar an' walted

"Well, them three men tried for a
minute or e to get up, but they couldn't
MeCarthy was on top o' the whole of ‘em
as fast as they moved an' he had ‘em all
whipped in less time than it takes to tell
It 1 heer'd afterward that he'd lived in
Parls some an' had learned some oulPigeous
forelgn way o boxin' with his feet that no
Christlan o'd ever stand up againe:. They

All give in after n Httle an’ I didn't blame
‘tm, havin' seen for myself what the
atranger o'd do

“Well, thar was the end of |t The

stranger he walked out after the sorimmage
was over, lookin' as cool as ewver He
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mornin’ on  an early boat I've often
thought. though, that it were a merciful
dispensation that be didn*t know enough
poker to ratne Inatead o calllog™

HALF A MILLION FOR A TIP,

An Episode of the Flush Mining Days
of talifornin.

"1 wes that James R, Keene, who is not
only & power on Wall street, but o fortu-
pate man on the turf as  well, adviscs
women not fo dabble with the market™
sald an old Chicago Board of Trade man
to & Chicago Tribune reporter. “Well, 1
suppose be will make one exception to his
rule, excellent though it I8, for the fact
that James K. turned up on the right side
of the famous Comstock deal was due to
A woman, A gambler by the name of Bald-
win went west In those brisk mining days
when aturdy men who were used to hard
work ‘struck It rich,’ or wore thelr livea
BWRY trylng to.

“Fortune did not come Baldwin's way and
he died, leaving his wife o SBan Francisco
poorly provided for. Bhoe was an expe
Sedtnstress and as such wie enguged by
Mrs. Mackay, wife of the leading member
of the "‘Big Four," who were thon prospect-
lng with indiferent success (o the Com-
stock muine at Carson City, Those miners
frequently met and talked over muatters at
the Mackay home. They weres nll  pluin
poople whose discussions were beld in open
guite regurdless of the presence
of Mry. Mackay or her seam

Kewulony,
or ubsence

draw an’ found bed filed n BOE | gl rena

“Mrs. Huldwin, however, was fomillar
with winlog and stock terms and when the
‘Big Four' struck the lode and saw great
woalth In store for them she was sble to
follow intelligently i) thelr plans for mak
ing the most of the mine on the market
More than that, she intended 1o profit by
the information. Ehe still had o number of
dinmonds her bhusband had gliven her, and
s0, going into the busipess section of the
city In search of o broker, wandered |[nto
the oMee of James K. Keene, then a Cal-
ttornlan

Mr. Keene,” she explalned, ‘T want to
put wo tmportant mpatter in your hapds. 1
A & pocr woman and a widow, but  my
hushand at one time had money, and from
him 1 learned momething about the stock
market. 1 have saved wome diamonds be
guve e and now 1 want you to take them,

realige cn them wod Invest every cent in
Comstock.”
""Why Comstook? asked Keene, some-

what surprised at the unbesitating way
this woman staked her only possessions
She sxplained and the shrewd fivaucier lis-
tened with glistening eye,

“'‘Now, Mrs, Baldwin,’ he wald when she
finlghed, 'I'1] tell you what we'll do. You
keep your diamonds, Bet your own value
on them and | shall invest that amount
for you and protect It, should there be dis-
turbapce in the market. You watch the
reports and when you see At let me know
and 1 shall eell. Every cent shall be
yours, for the information you have givin
me Is worth much more thun your dia-

monds and any commission 1 could
chargs.’
“Mrs. Baldwin watched the market as

#he made dresses for Mrs. Mackey, dream-
ing as she did of 4 competency that would
enable her to return to her old home aud
Itve in comfort. Comitock rose and rose,
In fact, It became the wender of the day.
Finglly Mrs. Baldwin estimated that the
value of her diamonds would by that time
have earned about §10,000 er §16,000, so
she went to Mr. Keene to close the deal.

“Jumes R. greeted her effusively and
told his bookkeeper to cast up the ac-
count and make out the check. Now that
the deal was over she grew nervous as Mr.
Keene aud hls assistant busied them-
selves with the figures.

" 'How much s it? "she asked, timidly
but earnestly as Keens was signing the
draft.

“The fnancler contlnued his writing.
‘S8lx hundred and forty thousand,' he re-
plied with good-natured oarelessness. Then
he turned to hand her the check, but Mrs,
Baldwin had to be lifted from the foor
and restored lo consclousness hefore she
could take It

“Of courss Keene won heavily on ihe
deal and soon after went to New York,
where be dropped a good portion of his
earnings trying to corner whest in Chi-
cago, but even at that was still ahead.”

Winter \l’iunt.

Noticing the orops from Culbortson east-
ward to Crete, July ¢ and §, the marked
superiority of the winter over spring wheat
was apparent. Nearly all the winter wheat
wus safe, while the spring wheat suffered
from trylng heat and dry weather. Over
the Bouth Platte reglon, and doubtlese @
larger portion of the state, winter wheat,
properly handled, Is safer tham spring
wheat.

The fallures are oftener due to lack of
late summer and fall molsture and late
plowing, insufMclently prepared seed bed,
than to severity of winter or unfavorable
springs. The shorthand farmer who munt
thresh and help his nelghbors thresh before
plowing for wheat allows weeds to absorb a
darge share of avallable molsture In July
and August before he s ready (o plow and
does pot conkerve and store up suffclent
soll molsture to Insure qulck germination,
full fall growth and entry Into winter with

goll and subsoll molst two to three feet In |

depth.
Often the ground has so nearly dried out

before plowing that a firm, molst seed bed

fooked btack when he got to the door an'
vays. ‘Good night. See vou sgain.' Bul
wo unever did, e left town

the next ‘

cannot be secured and the seed germinates
Cslowly and

unevenly and the crop often
enters Into winter with InsuMelent malsture
and mny not be well rooted before winter.
Methods that are successful in Sallne
county, Nebraska, are outlined in the his-
tory of a erop grown by the writer,

The ground was plowed in July and early
August, as soon as the precedlug crop of
graln could be removed. Each day's plow-
ing was harrowed twice the same day, As
soon #s each Aeld was plowed six-horse
teams cross-harrowed

Once in ton days | repeated the harrow-
ings and a Ape, firm seod bed was secured,
soll molsture conserved and weed growih
kept down. It was seeded September 6 lo 20
with one and one-bhalf bushels per scre of
Turkey red wheat, being careful to drill
eakl and west, crosswise of prevalling
winds, The depth of seeding was two and
one-halt to three inches. The wheat cov-
ered the ground before winter. Part of the
erop was harrowed lightly late In March to
break the winter crust.

The crop was cut and threshed out of
ahock, using two steam threshers and two
sols of men. This was done to get Into
Chicago in July eption. The yleld of re-
spective flelds was 40, 45, 47, 48, and 52
bushels per acre. The frst car tested
fidly pounds to the bushel and graded No. 1|
hard. The average of all cars was T4l per
cent. The local elevator recelved, ¢leaned
and shipped the crop for | cent a bushel
Frelght and other shipplng expenses, 1§
cents w bushel. Cost of threshing froam
feld and hauling over one aund one-half
miles to elevator, 10 cents & bushel. Al-
lowing 8§84 per acre for use of land, §2.50 per
duy for team work, §1 for hand work, the
cost of placiag the wheat In elavator was
26 conts w bushel, an average of about

$11.40 per acre. I realized §8l cents a
bushel. From this deduct the cost of
growing and threshing 28 cents, whioh

leaves 30 cents a bushel, a margain of 113
per cent on & crop of 5,000 bushela

Jahn Bcheve, running a farm of 700 aores
in the northern portion of Gage county, has
for twenly years averaged 25 bushels of
winter wheat per acre. His methods sre
somewhat us those outlined abave

Crete, Neb, E F. STEPHENS.

—

SEARCHING AMONG THE STARS

Recent Wonders of the Heavens Obrerved
by Astrosomers

WAVES  OF  STARLIGHT

MEASURED

Speculntion as te the Cause of the
Sudden Duiburst of Light by &
New Star In the Conatelin-
tinm of Pernens.

No achievement of the human Intellect 1
more wonderful than the dilscovery of
planeis revolving around many of the stars,
writes Prof. fimon Newcomb In the New
York Times If these bodies could he seen
with n telescope there would be nothing
wonderful in their being found, Byt they
are generally, so far as we know, entirely
dark, at lenst they send forth no light that
the hutoan eye vould dlscern in the most
powerful telescope They are, and must
forever be, Invisible. How, then, (s their
existence made known? By thelr attrac-
flon on the stare around which they re.
Yolve, and which they cause to swing first
to oné side wod then to the other. But
thiy swing of & star I8 »0 small &8 to he
eitirely beyond the powsr of detection hy
the wost delicate eye nided by the moat
powerful telescope. To dll uppesrances the

the slow, stralgittforward motion which we
| ind many of them to have when observa-

| Hons  on  (heir positions  are  extendod
through yeurs or generations It we can«
not see any motjon, how do we Know tlmtI

| the stars move?

| This Is the roal wonder. It s done hy

analveing the light which the star sends to
us. It has long beon kvown that light
really conslets in mloutes vibrations or
wavelike motions (o an ether which Alls all
Epace.  Thore are from 10,000 (o 100,000 of
these waves g the length of a single inch,
and yet they travel forwiard so rapidly that

betwesn two boats of the clock. Small
though they are, each lttle wave has Its
erest as have the billows of the ocean. 0On
the latter the distauaces beiweesn two suc-
veENlve crests may be more than the length
of a ship or less than that of a ship's hoat.
So It is with lght; slthough countless mil-
Hons of milllons of waves pass In a single
second, some  vibrate more rapldly than
athers,

15y thoe aid of the spectroscope the astron-
omer aualyaes the light of & star and thus
finds the length of ceriain of the waves
which It sonds toward us. If It i« meving
In our direction these wuaves will be a Ii(-
tle shorter than when It is moving away
from us. And thus, It 15 sald, that by
measuring the leagth of the light wave
which a star emits It can be determinad
whether the star Ia Ineressing or dimin-
Ishing its distance from us. When these
most diMeult and dolloate measures were
made upon & number of the brighter stars
it was found that soma of them changed
thelr motion (o or from us. For a few
hours, or perhaps a few dave, & star would
pe moving toward us, then It would slacken
{ta pace and move away from us, (o return
toward us again. Thus it would vibrate
backward and forward, as |t were, |lke a
swinging pendulum. As a matter of faet,
we know that the motlon was more lkely
to be around and around in a circle.  But
this cirele, though millions of miles in
extent, s no small g8 tn be guite Invisible
at the enormous distances of the fxed
stars, The metlon of the stars which 1
have desribed, ‘being ‘made known by the
light, ean be as ‘well Aptermined upon
star at the most iminishsurable distance aw
upon one in our {mmediate’ neighbarhoad.
And thus it g that thehs moétlons are made
out when the telescope falls to show any
movement whatever, They ean he caused
only by the attraction of Ipvisihle but
massive bodles revolving around the stars
cy the planets revolve arotnd the sun. Bo
exact have these meastires heen made |n
recent times that the fopm of the orbit of
a dirk body can, In some cases, he cal-
culated with more or less exactness. And
thus [t happens that, {f there are any in-
habltants on these planets, sur astronemera
here on earth could tell them more about
the motion of the world on which they liva
than the most civilized of the earth's peo-
ple a few centurles ago knew of the mo-
tions of the earth on which we dwell,

Distance and Brightness,

The most recent researches show that
there s an |mmense varlety among the
slars, especially as to thelr mctual bright-
ness. Of course a star of any given bright-
ness will look fainter the further it Is from
us. Thus |t was In former times supposed
that the brightest stars were most near to
us. DBut this s not always the case. It Is
true that Birtus, the brightest star in the
heavens, |s among the nearer ones—about
twlce as far as the nearest star kmown.
But the next brightest Ia Capopus, which
never vrises In our northers latitudes,
though It may sometimes be meen In the
Gulf states. It |s there visible low down
near the youthern horizen some time during
the winter evonings. GOill, at the Cape of
Good Hope, made a long saries of the most
exact measures on the position of this star
among those soattored around It with a
view of determining its distance. The re-
sult of his work was that this distance
| must be immeasurably great. Had [t been
only ten milllon tlmes the distance of
the sun. he would have found It out.
| The  result of his work I8 that thie
| #tar must be thousands and perhaps teos
| of thousands of times as bright as our sun.
| If our earth revolved around it at the same
distance that (t does from the sun every-
thing on Its surface would Immediately
melt with fervent heat.
|  There are & number of pases recorded in
| history of new and very bright stars hlaz-

ing forth In the heaveps. This, however,
occurs very rarely. Sometimes two such
slpgra would be seen In the course of &
| century, Frequently several centurles have
| elnpsed without anything of the kKind heing
| recorded.  HBut in recent times, when peo-
' ple waioh the heavens more carefully, It |s
found that sueh an occurrence takes place
every year or two. Generally, however,
the star Is so small thet only a trained
expert observer wouldl have notleed It
|among the thousands eof lis companions.
Very wonderful, therefore, was the hlazing
out so recently as last February of the
most brillilant star of this kind, whose
Appearance has been recorded during the
last 200 years. It is now well known under
the name of Nova Perscl, or the new niar In
the constellation of Perseus. It has not
velL been determined that any star vislble
In the most powerful (wlescope existed in
the place where this one appeared. Yeu it
blaged up until it was the brightest star in
the apring sky except S8irius. Then It grad-
ually faded away and has sines bhecome
invisible Whether It will disappear ep-
tirely we o not yet know,

No astropomer now doubts that (heso
stara existed before they bhlazed up In this
wiay, only they were so much smaller as
oot to be notleeable. A most Interesting
and Important gquestion s what was the
cause of such an outburst of light. 1s It
possible thas our sun may Incresase (s Hght
anid heat In the sume way? Even were this
postible, the chances for such an accurrenc?
wonld be too wmall to cause coneern to the
mosi timid person. Out of a hundred mil-
lon stars scarcely one In & year meels with
the aceident. If our sun were as llable to
the snccident as any other star we should
probably have to walt milllons of years
before It pecurred. The actual cause of
such ap (ncrqase of lght 1a quite unknown

e . et

stary roemaln absolutely at rest, axeept for |

te us.  Perhaps the most plausible expla-
natlon (& that one star ftell (nto another. A
collislon beiween these two bodies would
resull in an enormous evolution of 1ight and
heat such as we wee In the cases of new
pears, But In the present state of our
knowledge this Ix lttle more than a sur-

mise., The wiseat astronomer acknowledges
that he does not know the causa of the
outburst,

What gives moat color to the idea of a
colfiston Is that the most recent researches
on the nature of the stars show that they
are very different from each other in their
physical constitution and density. Many of
them are little more than bright bubibles of
heated gas, lghter and thinner than alr
but enormously compreased by the weight
of thelr superficial parts, which bear upon
the interior. If sueh a compresscd gus were
strick by a moving star the result would he
an explosion Iike that of a bombshell. This
would aceount both for the rupld rise of the
star's brilllancy and 1ta slow fading away
Additional plausibility 1s glven to this view
by the fact that so such star has ever heen
known to blagse out more than once
Whether when 1 fades away It sinks back
Into ita former Ipsignifcance no one Knows,
Thira Ia only one case in which a star pre-
viougly known and recorded thus burst

forth. That was In 1888 In this case the
star  din gink te just about Its former
brightness.

HE WAS ONLY EIGHT THEN,

That's Why He Did Not Uare for Mary
Anderson's Kiasen,

Iin wns young then He 18 old now
So he proudly recalls to his Intimates that
day In his lfte when Mary Anderson, then

they would encircle the earth seven times |

u budding actress, now the sedale Mrs |
Antonio de Navarro, chased, caught and|
kissed him. Three resounding smucks, e

| on the lps and one on each cheek were |

prizes he didn't appreciate then, bul h:ul
| he now veinly teles to recall whenever the |
name of the “pride of Kentuoky,” Is men- |
tioned. |
He lived in Loulsville.

MHe was leas bald

then than now, less manly, porhnps; less
appreciative certainly. This 18 how  he |
| telis of It

L1 waa about 8 years old, Mary Ander-
| son wuw 17T, with but a few manilis of
| stage oxperience and with none of *hat
| great distinction she sfterward won.  We

were nelghbors, She was tall and so thin
as to Arouse sarcasm to flow from the jens
l of the erities, A great tomboy, she could |
run, Jump, climb a fence or itree, ride a|
horse or throw & ball ss well as any of
the boys In the nelghborhood. Une u:uy|
while romping aboul she called to me: ‘

I

|

“oome here, L— und kiss me.

“1 hadn't learned to appreciate a Klss
then a8 | have Inter, They were too com-
mon. | preferred the sort 1 could buy at |
the stores with my pennles. So off | ran, |
with Mary Anderson chasing me. Up lhe]
sleps Into the house, up stales to the gar-
ret, through that and down the back uhu-n“'
dodging through one room after nnulhvr'
and under bads untll, well tired out, |
pought refuge under a parlor sofs, where l:
thought 1 was safely hidden, But 1 was
jike the omtrich with his heaa buried in
the sand. My fest stuck out and revesled
my. places of refuge. Caught by my pretty
pursuer I had to yleld wnd accept her
kinnos,

“Yeurs passed on and Miss Anderson wus
making her last tour of the United ﬂluteu.{
Bhae was playing In Detroit and was stoy- |
ing at the Russell house. This Ind who
had run away from her kisses was In col-
lege at Ann  Arbor, thirty-elght niles
away. But | went to Detrolt, sent up my
eard and was shown to the private parlor
of the actress where Dr. Hamilton
GriMn, her atepfather and manager, and
Joe Anderson, her hrother, were,

“Did T run away this time? Not much,
I walked up to her, recalled the Incldent
of our younger days and askid for &
kiss,

“With a cheery ‘Yes, for old i{imes' rake
and for all the family. I'll glva you one/
nhe sald, apnd whils we sll lsughed I got
my reward for my hoylsh punishment.

“When Msa. de Navarro was here two
years ago she Introduced me to her huss
band, who appeared never to tire of hear-
ing of her girlish pranks, and te whom I
teld the story of how | ran away from hia
wife's Kisees, There was aAn old town
pump I told him about, where his wife, as
a mir), used to drink from the spout., He
sald on his naxt trip to Ameriea they
would go to Loutsville and then ‘I will
buy that pump and take It to England
and put It where 1 ean drink from the
spout myself.' He wus much chagrined
to know that the pump and all others like
It had been removed from the Loulsville
streets by arder of the city council, That
proved to him, he sald, that all eity coun-
ells In the United HStates should be
abollshed. His wife laughed & pleanssd
laugh and sald: 'Oh, nonsenmse!” But cne
eould sea she did not think It was gquite
all nonsense."

WHAT WOMEN LIKE IN MEN.

——

Chief Gracens Ave (e De Attentive and
Appear Well Iin Neclety.

The casual every-day sccomplishments of
& man have much (o do with women's lik-
ing, and firet of all comes savior (aire, says
& wriler in the Cosmopolitan. He may or
may wot he what Is rather vulgarly de-
seribed as “‘a gpoelety man,” yet he must
understand and be familiar with the myriad
Hitle usages that form soclety's unwritten
law. To be at esse In any set, to be egual
to emergencies, Lo carry off an awkward
situation with urbaeity and pertect self-
possession —ithis faculty wins unstinted ad-
miration from & woman. And then thers
are the things that go with this knowledge
of the proper thing to do, the lttle courte-
sles, the dellcate and tactful attentlons that
mean everything and pothing. the ability
to order a dinner properly, to make things
Ko off amoethly, to carry out & plan without
n bilunder or & Jar, the carrlage ready at
the proper moment, the fowers speclally
wrranged, the right seats ut the theater,
everything fureseen, every poasible oeeur-
renco provided for, every want anticipated,
every contretemps avolded.

These are all unimportant in themselves,
yet In the mass they never fall to create
s strong lmpression In 8 woman, for u
woman hates blunders and will trust & man
In great things If she sees that he has a
gonius for making small things go o well.

Drouth “and New Seeding.

It needs no prophet to predict that peaply
all the new seeding will be killed through-
out the helt affeoted by the drouth. Many
fields in our locality that had a solid stand
of timothy and clover two weeks ago are
entirely bare today, the young plants hav-
Ing been entirely burned out. Whenever
this has happened it will be advisable tn
allow the old meadow to stand over 11l
spring, although the trouble on newly
seeded ground I8 not beyond remedy I
propose (o sow claver and timothy on the
ftubble where these were killed by the
drouth and disk the seed in well about the
first of August. If the ralos begin then
there will be a good fall growth and the
timothy at least will pass through the
winter and possibly the clover.

Another plan Is to sow In eorn as soon
ae possible now and cultivate In It the
corn is too large to oultivaie with a two-
horse plow a onsshorse oultivator may be
presaed into service. [If one should get o
stand from this it could be lightly disked
in the spriog and & peck or two of oats sown
there, this mixture being & wsatisfactory
crop for hay ‘These puggestions may see
unreasonable, but where one 1 put In a
corner by the drouth he has got to find his
way out by & varlety of moans,

JAMES ATKINSON.
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A ravel Point

Pan-American
Exposition

HE Pan-American, to be held at Buffalo, N. Y., May 1
to Nov. 1, will be one of the greatest and most beauti-
ful exro:alrlons the world has known. To enjoy its

beauties will be worth any effort.  The question of traveling

to and from Buffalois one to be carefully considered. You
will desire to travel by the route affording the most comfort
and interest. The return trip, too, must be considered, as
after you have done the Exposition, Buffalo, Niagara Falls
and vicinity, you'll be tired and wish to reach home quickly.

The Lake Shore

and Michigan Southern Railway

as the leading line to Buffalo by reason of the frequency of
its trains and the certainty and punclualitr of their move-
ment will best meet this requirement. It is theonly double
track line, and the completeness of its service— eight
through trains daily among them the only daylight train,
places it at the forefrontamong Eastern roads. The couniry
traversed is the fairest and richest of the Middle States
—the most interesting on the way to Buffalo.
ats aver thisro use of »t or way b ave
8 B A

F. M. BYRON, G. W, A., Chicago.

“BREVITY I8 THE SOUL OF WIT.”
GOOD WIFE! YOU NEED
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G/e Omaha
Sunday Bee Story

A New One Began
July 14,

S. R. Crockett’s

Latest Serial

“The Firebrand”

Powerful, Fascinating and Full of Life.

The author of *The Bluck Douglas,” “The Raiders,”
“The Liluc Sunbonn«:t,” “The Stickit Minister,"” ots,, never
penned a more threilling tale than “The Firebrand.”

It Is a stirring, masterly story moving in 8pain at the time when
the followers of Marla Christing amnd those of Don Carlos were cons
testing the right of successlun to the throne, The hero, Blair, &
lovable, and hot-hended young Seotchman, appropriately nicknamed
“The Firebrand,” becomes Involved with two friends In a Carlist
plot to ebduct the Queen Regent and letle Isabelln and  dellver
them Into the hunds of Geoeral Ello, vepresentative of Don Car-
los. Concha Caberos, a charming Bpanish girl, through her love for
Blalr Is also drawn Into the plot, and gives many striking proofs
of ® woran's devotion, i

At the palace of La Granja, where they had taken refuge from
the plugue whieh was devastating the surrounding country, Blair
reseueyg the Quecn aud her Hitle doughiter from the vengennce of a
band of gypsies.  He afterwards hns some thrilling experiences In
freeing his toyul charges from General Cabrera, n Carlist leadep,
who Is bent on putting thew to deatl. In this rescug he is nobly
alded by Concha, his lttle sweetheart, who rides madly In search
of Genepal Ello to secure ifs help. By aceldent, however, sho are
rives at the camp of General Espartero, Commander-1n-Chlef of all
the Queen’s armides, who comes to the rellef of Blgir and bis triends
and defeats the Onrlists' pluus,

Blalr realgns his Corlist commission and 18 accused of belug a
traltor to the cause. He s rescued from the rack by Concha, whem
he afterwards marries. e Is Gnnlly appointed Governor of Val-
encly by the Queen ln apprecintion of his services.

“THE FIREBRAND" Is all actlon, and its swiftly crowding
situntions in, all of which the hero overcomoes every obstacle, whoth-

er in love or war, hold the Interest of the reader to the very last
lue of the last chapter.

.

Do Not Miss
This Story

Publication Began on
July 14.




