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Remember that a toy pletol may maim
or kill, even If it 1& not londed,

City Tressurer Hennlngs Is over-
worked—so are the tuxpayers,

The elty troasury ls comfortably sup-
plied with mopey, but that does not
slgnify that Omaha has money to burn,

The annual Fourth of July slanghter
of the innocents Is a blot on American
clvilization and a reflection on Chris-
tianity.

The salmon ecanners of British Co-
Iumbin have a strike on thelr hands,
A strike Is what the ordinary fisherman
is looking for, but in this instance It
& not welcome.

—

1f the Humane soclety will Keep its
bull's-eye lantern turned on  South
Omaha during the present week It will
discover some things that have not
been dreamed of In its philosophy.

—

Tom Hoctor I8 the only consistent
member of the Board of County Equal-
fzers. He declared at the outset that
he dld not see auything wrong In the
assessors’ returns, and he did not have
to change his mind very much.

Balvation Army ethics are very pecu-
Har. When a Salvation Army ecaptaln
horsewhips her husband for gallavant-
ing with a woman that wenrs a feather
in her hat, she does so purely as an
individunl and not in her officinl capac-
ity.

—————

Chicago speculators should be in no
hurry to stawpede on account of re-
ports of damuge to corn owing to
the hot weather, While these stories
are being clrenlated corn I8 coming
right along, attending strietly to busi-
ness.

Genernl Gomez has arrived In New
York to talk over Cuban politics with T,
Estrada  Palma, The atmosphere of
New York ought to prove an Inspl-
ratlon to them—the alr they breathe
is charged with politics of the most
practical kind.

The Cripple Creek grand jury has
come to the conclusion that the school
bourd of that eity has been unduly
ilnfluenced by politiclans, 1If the Crlp-
ple Creek jury I8 of the opinion that
I8 the only place where such a con-
ditlon exists it I& mistaken.

—_——

Eastern papers are printing storles
about Nebraskn farmers forcing tramps
to work In the harvest fleld, Nebraska
farmers could undoubtedly moke use
of some extra help just now, but they
learned long ago that It was useless to
seek It from this class and he just puts
in a few extra hours himself,

The legal guestions  Involved in a
poker gime are rapldly being solved.
An Indiana jury has declded that a
man is gotlty of no crime for putting
# lead dollar Into a Jack pot and now
& Miunesotn Jury hns declded that a
player who Killed an opponent whom
he caught cheating I8 not gullty of
murder,

e et A—

South Carolina objects to paying the
internal revenue tax levied by the gen-
eral government on retall dealers In
lguor, the business In that state all be-
Ing conducted by the stute. The oMm-
clals have wisely decided, however, to
test the matter in the courts without
golug to the extent of defying the gov-
ernment. The south i85 undoubtedly
progressing,

The new cup defender met the same
fate as the new challenger—defeated
in the trial race by the old boat, To
make sure that the cup stuys on this
slde the New York Yacht club better
get off its high horse and let the Bos-
ton boat have a show In the trinl races,
For sentimental reasons  the whole
country takes a great Interest In this
trophy and does not wish to see any

chance to retain it thrown away.

BEFORE AND AFTER TAKING
On Sunday morning. June 14, The Bee
published the following anthorized dec
larations from the Ave membere of the

Commissloner Jamea P. Connolly—Thers
should he absolutely no favoritism in the
levying of taxes, and, above nll, the bix
corporations ahould he made to pay thelr
Just and equitable sbare

Commissioner Henry E. Ostrom—I he-
Heve 1L 1 entirely proper to bring the
franchlse corporation asesessments up 8o

an to wdd $L.000.000 to the totsl wvaluation
of the countly.

Commiasioner A. ¢, Harte— am con-
vinerd that the franchised (nr:-ornunm,i
packing houses, bridges, smelters, stock |
yards and other blg concverns ought to be

tunl values, and I am in favor of
dlate nction along this line

Commiseloner Peter G. Hofeldt—1 am In
favor of ralsing the assessments of the
packin® houses and big corperations to the
e percentage at which other ansess.
are made Thelr assessments are
ridiculously. low,

Commissloner Thomas Hoctor—l am not
famillur with the value of the property of
the blg Omaha corporitions, but 1 know
that the South Omaba packing houses are
sspessed at u great deal lower porcentage
other property. | don't think 1t
woulld be polley to ralse them, exceptl, per-
hapn, a little bit.

On Sunday morning, June 30, The Bee
published  the following semlaflicial
declarntions:

imme-

Commilssioner James P. Connolly—I think
the nggregate ralse should have been
$1.112,000, and | am so on record

Commissioner Heory E. Ostrom—1 was in
favor of raisiog all corporations, providiog
they were all ralsed o an equal basls, but
I did not want to jump up one and let the
other duwn. [ don't think the corporations
have heon asscascd at any lower percentage
than have mauny other property owners.

Commisslener A. O, Harte—I think the
rialse we have made in the corporation as-
pesEmoents 18 a good one,

Commissloner Petor . Hofeldt—I held
out for a larger Increase, but it was no
use,

Commissioner Thomas Hoctor—I am sat-
isfled with the work of the board
To comprehend the meaning of this

pecossiry to invite attention to the fol-
lowing figlires:
Omiaha Gas company:
Ratimated value .....coeesveesqs 52,000,000
Bqualized assessment ....o.o000s a0,850
Proportlon of equalized to actual wvalue,
44 per cent.
Omahba Street Hallway company:

Estimated value .....ccovseveesss.$5,000000
Equalized assessment .......o000 114,510
Proportion of equalized to actual value,
2% per vent.
Omaha Water company:
Estimated value ...... T o $4,000,000
Equalized assessment .......s... 162,600

Proportion of equalized to actual value,
4 per cent.
Thomson- Houston company:
Estimated value .......... o sess . $1,000,000
Equalized nsseasment .......e00s 27,000
Proportion of equalized to actual value,
27-10 per cent.
Unfon stock yards:
Estimated value ....... YT
Equallzed assessment ..... SRS eNE 107,028
Proportion of equalized to actual value,
21-10 per cent.
The South Omaha packing houses are
equalized in Omnha as follows:
Armour & Co.......... vesnseesenees® 88,750
Cudahy Packlug company....ee..... 86,604
Bwifl and Company....cceesasssssses 15,485
Hammond & Co....oc0ve shhgesanise CIAID
Omaha Packing cOMPANY..iveerseess 37,870

Total nssesament of five packing

BOGEES 54 crersasoinesinbtdisasss §332.09%

In Kunsas Clity, Kan., the assessment

of three of these packing houses s as
follows:

Cudahy Packing company..........§ 384,000

Armour & Co....... #11,000

Bwift and Company.......eensns.. 478,000

Total assessment of three pack-
Ing houses........oco000s « 114+ 91,768,000

It I= safe to assume that the five pack-
ing houses In Omaha are equal at least
in value to the three packing houses of
Ikanens Clty, which are by no means as-
segsed at full value, but represent about
25 per cent of the actunal value.

The contrast is striking and speaks for
Itself.

WILL NEED AMERICAN WHEAT.

The outlook I8 most favorable for a
large American wheat crop. The econ-
ditlons In Europe promise a less than
uavernge vyleld, so that there Is every
probability that the foreign demand for
our wheat this year will be as large
or larger than last year.

According to the Intest estimates the
whenat crop In France cannot possihly
be lnrger than last year and will prob-
ably be less, If it should not be more
France will have to import at least
40,000,000 bushels and the amount may
excecd that., In Prussia wheat and
rye are both very bad and in the rest
of Germany the reports are more or
less unfavorable. The official estimuates
are for a shortage of 054,000,000 bush-
els nnd taking 36,000,000 bushels as
an avernge import the needs for the
coming year wonld rise to 02,000,000
bushels. The Ameriean consul genernl
at Berlin reports that the cereal har-
vests In Prussia will show the largest
and most disastrous deficit that has been
recorded In recent years, The later
reports are more gloomy than the ear-
lier ones, Forty-seven per cent of the
winter wheat area In Prussia has been
plowed up and the quality of the re
malning 53 per cent was very poor. At
the beglnning of June the winter wheat
erop of Prussla promised to be about
one-half of what It was last year, leav-
Ing a deficit of more than 38 000,000
bushels. 1t Is stated that more than 11
per cent of the Prussian rye tields have
been winter killed and plowed up, so
that a larger lmportation of rye this
year than last is probable,

As now Indleated, the English wheat
crop will be under the average and
mediocre results are expected In Austria
and Bavarla. European requirements
for wheat, says the New York Journal
of Commerce, promise to be larger than
those of any previous year since 1807,
The United States has the good for-
tune to be blessed with tine harvests
when those of Europe are poor. Our
two largest crops were In 1808 and 1861,
with or followlng poor crops abroad,
and present indleations are that our
wheat harvest this year will be the
second or third best In our bistory.

The tarif in France apd Germuany
works heavily agalnst our wheat and
in spite of the shortage in the latter
country the agrarians are asking for an
increase of duties, urging that now s

cotup. It Is not at all lkely that any
heed will e given to this demand. since
It will have a most determined oapposis

]
the opportunity to enable them to re. |

tion frow consumers, but In wny event |

there will e no peduction thls year In

the Furopean demand for American
whea! and this muet certainly tend to
keep up the priee, It Is n situntion

upon which the American producers can
be congratulanted and which will  do
much to maintain prosperity here.

A HURTFUL CONTRUVERSY

The controversy regoarding Penslon
Commissloner Evans s sald to be do-
Ing a great deal of harm. The Wash
ington Post remarks that s tendency is
not only to embarrass the commissioner
hlui=elf, “but to uudermine his anthor
ity and, In the same ratlo, to demoral
ize the pension office force”
knows what the president intends doing
in the matter and In consequence there
Is among the employes of the burean
u state of suspense and  frresolution.
“In fact, sayz the Post, “the whole
office labors under a languor fatal to
effective and harmonlous achievement,”
und that paper urges that the president
could well afford to speak plainly and
thereby put an end to the wmischlevous
gosslp  and  unfortunate  uncertainty.

The effort have Commissioner
Bvans removed lans assumed o more
gerlous charncter than heretofors be-
ciuse of the active part takeu o it by
Geperal Daulel B Sickles, whoe two
FRATS KO Was il calnest supporter of
the  commlssioner, General  Slekles
clalms to hinve found rexsons since then
for concluding that Mr. Evang' admin-
{stration of the pension office s not sat-
(sfuctory and he also alleges that he
was assired.  during the last presi-
dential campaign, by wembers of the
republican oational committee, that in
the event of MeKinley's election the
commissloner would be rewoved, He
does uot pretend, however, that the
president was committed by sny such
ussurnnee,  In his opposition to the re-
tention of Commissioner Evans It Is
doubtiess true that Geoeral Sickles rep-
resents o majority of the Grand Army,
but it 18 not easy to reconcile his pres.
ept attitude with that of two years ngo.

Prestdent McKinley will undoubtedly
speak when he thinks the proper time
has csue to do so. In the mean-
while 1t Is sife to assume that he does
not share the opinion of Sickles and
other opponents of the pension com-
wissloner, for he certainly would not
petitin In that position & mwan whom he
pelleved to be unfalr and unjust to the
union soldiers,

o

INDEMNITY QUESTION UNSETTLED.

1t had been supposed that the ques-
tion of the indemuity to be pald by
Clilna was settled and disposed of, but
such I8 not the case. It appears that
the aggregate amount of clalms by the
elght powers Interested in the indem-
pity is less than China agreed to pay
and now the powers must agree among
themselves as to what they will do with
the excess. A Washlogton dispateh
gays It Is known there that Japan Is not
gatisfied with her share of the indem-
nity, which is less than the cost of
her military operations in China, and It
is expected she will ask for an increase
of her indemnity. Germany, also, Is
nnderstood to be disposed to increase
her elatm and it Is possible that some
of the other powers will ask for more
indemnity.

Against anything of this kind It Is bhe-
leved that Great Britaln will protest,
while the United States will not go
beyond the claim It has made, but will
probably propose that the excess of-
fered by China be returned to that
country. It Is hardly necessary to say,
however, that mno such proposition
would be accepted by a majority of the
other powers, It seems very remarkable
that China should have offered more
than was claimed by the powers, but
the explanation Is oftered that the
Chinese imperial authorities, In order to
bring the questlon to & settlement, were
willing to promise any sum, no matter
how big, knowing that the forelgners did
not rely on the Chinese to collect and
pay the Indemnity, but would them-
selves ukltimately be forced to assume
the responsibility for payment. The
meaning of this is that the powers
must take the control of the customs
taxes, which some of them are in favor
of dolng, the consequence of which
would be a lasting bar and impedi-
ment to the complete open door to

Chinn.
The British foreign office, It 1s sgld,
looks upon the Indemnity as a per-

petual charge on the Clhilnese custons
and therefore that there will he no open
door to trade with China, the effect
of the Indemnity being to defeat all
plans for commerclal intercourse with
that empire, It i8 an entively reasonn-
ble view to take of the matter. 1t wis
proper to demand some indemnity, but
had the powers adopted the suggestion
of the United Btates and been woderato
in their clalms, looking eather to eom-
mercial concessions than to A money
consideration, there ean be mo doubt
that {n the end they would have bene-
fited by it As It is they will get back
no more than they have expended and a
resteietion will be placed on commer-
clal Intercourse with China for muany
years.

—_—
e ————

The mayor of Lincoln has issued a
proclamation forbidding Fourth of July
fireworks and firecrackers within the
boundaries of the Capltal City, The
mayor glves us an excuse for this
eminently prudent proclamation the pro-
tracted heat and  consequent danger
from a conflagration. This excuse was
superfluous.  The dangerous Fourth of
July fireworks and frvecracker practice
ghould be prohibited In  all citles
whether the temperature is high or low.

Indleatlons are that the great steel
combine and organized lubor are pre-
paring to lock borns In a Hie and
death struggle. Both from ap ecos
nomie and soclological stundpoint such
a4 struggle is to be deplored. It will
prove a serlous blow to onr expanding
steel trade no matter which wins, As
long ns the manufacturers and labor

organizstions are both strong enough

|
l
|
|

1

|

No one |

to render each fearful of provoking a,

struggle there will be no gquestion abont
the development of the industry along
logitimate Hnes with prosperity in sight

for both laborer and employer. The
country does not wish to see elther
the Industry or the men crushed, Com

mon sense should prompt both to sub
mit thelr differences to arbitration,

What s a fad and what have fads
dotie for our public schools? These
questions are propounded by a member
of the Chleago school board and
unswerid to bis own satlsfaction with
this conclusion: “I cannot regard the
avernge fad as harmful or even dan
gerous.”  That may be true, but fads
in the public schools are very costly
and, belng costly, they divert money
that should be expended for the
sentlal branches of education in prefer.
ence 1o the superfluous. By robbing a
large number of school patrons of the
opportunity for acquiring useful and nl-
most indispensable  knowledge for the
benefit of the few, they become harmful
If not dangeroiis,

| 6f American

|

|
e

|

| Teports are heard

After all ;_Iu-_tnlk_:t-m_lit‘-t'ﬁn Amerlean |

marines being responsible for looting
thonsands of dollars worth of prop-

| to eorroborate |t

erty from the Chinese compauy which |

owned the buildings In Tlen Tsin
which they were guartered It appears
that the property Jost was rlee
vonl, The forwer was distributed
among the starving Chinese and the
Jatter was used Ly the navy as a mil-
Itnry necessity,  The American marine
bag won a good name for  himself
wherever be hus been and the people
of this conntry were slow to belleve
that he had deliberately stolen several
hundred thousaud dollars’ worth of
property.

Chicage also complains of favoritism
In the assessment of corporations, but
the returns, as compared with Omaha,
would be classed as high water mark.
I"'or  exawmple: he Unlon Tractlon
cowpiny 18 nssessed at $1.047,000; Chi-
cago Edlson company, $600,000; Crane
Elevator company, $1.5400050; People’s
Gas Light compiny, for North Chicago,
$1,000,000; Geperal Eleetrie company,
$150,000; Ameriesu Linseed Ol com-
pany. $500,000, et

In proportion to its population Switz-
erland is the greatest manufacturiug
country in the world, In natural re
sonrces there are few which are poorer
thun Switzerland. With the lmmense
nutural resources of the United Stutes
and the energy of ts people these facts
glve a slight indication of what can
be accomplished hHere when those re-
gources are thoroughly developed—they
are only scratched at present,

Heavywelghts to the Front.

Philadelphia Record.

President McKinley has certalnly been
successful in selecting men of welght to
govern the Philippines. The average of
the members of the Taft commission Is
222 pounds.

When Dn'vu'.ﬁllod oen Bl

Washington FPost,

Opne year ago today the Hop. David Ben-
nett Hill made that famous journey from
Kansas City to Lincoin to try to Induce
Mr. Bryan to conseni to a reasonable plat-
form. Doubtless David feels that his posi-
tion im the matter was amply vindicated by
the election returns.

Enongh and to Spare,
New York Tribune.

The wheat crop which the northwest s
about to harvest will, it I8 predicted, break
all records for magnitude—a bit of news
which countries with deficlts In thelr usual
stores of cereals will bear with a feeling
of thankfulness that in at least ove of the
world's great granaries thers s always
enough and to spare.

Working for His Salary.

Chicago Record-Herald.

Mr. Schwab, the president of the United
Biates Bteel company, kissed two hundred
women uand several bables at Braddock,
Pa., the other evening, Also, he has bullt
a church as & memorial to his mother-in-
law, who is still liviog. Mr. Schwab is
strongly suspected of trying, by exhibiting
eccentricities, to prove that be is a genlus.

General Harmony on Deok.

San Franclsco Call

It has been noted by political experts that
the republican party Is now free of factlons
and feuds for the first time 1in thirty
years; while the elements of opposition are
more hopelessly divided than at any time
since 18680, It seems as If the people as a
whole have decided to wettle down to
sound money and prolectlon and let re-
publican statesmen run the government,

Puild the Best Dridges,

J. Bterling Morton's Conservative.

In every county in Nebraska the com-
missioners should huild the best bridges.
They are the cheapest. The culvert made
of vitrifled brick or of lron sewer-plpes
should be placed iostead of bridges
wherever a gulch is crossed In which no
witercourse flows. In Nebraska City there
Is u steel bridge which bas been in con-
stant use night and Jday for thirty years.
It I8 the best and cheapest bridge Otoe
county ever owned,

Qunlity of Infallibility.
Kansas "'ty Star,

According to Mr. Bryan's theory of poll-
tles, once an issue alwayes an Isfue. In
his scheme of procedure there Is no such
thing as dropplng, modifying or repudiat-
Ing a declaration once made, Every com-
mitteeman or delega'c must subscribe 1o
the last national platform. Delegates and
commitieernen must muke thelr pew dec-
larations conform to that platform. No
matter what the people say, the “organi-
sation,” otherwise the "machine,”” must seo
that this plan {8 earried out. Under such
a rigld system it would be lmpossible to
correct an error. (Ouly a supreme egotlst
ke Bryan, who attributes to himself the
quality of infellibility, would formulate
party polleles along such lines,

The Speaker und the King.

Bpringtield Hepublican.

Speaker Henderson |« getting laughed at
s0 much because of his remarks about his
qulet chat with King Edward that he may
really be compelled to announce that he
was not reported accurately by the London
branch of the Astociated Press. It la
some time since anything quite so deliclous
as He'nderson on thls occasion has beeu
granted to us. Speaking with due reserve
to his 76,000,000 of countrymen concerning
his visit to royalty. the lowan still cannot

refrain from anumouncing the Joyful news: |

“While the details of our conversation may
pot be repeated, I can assure wmy American
friends that England may be depended
upon in any ordipary controversy that way
urise bLetween the United Stateg aud the
reat of the world.” PBlessed be David! He
and Edward have fixed it up, abd we are
salea,

and :

Proof of

Prosperity

Pnltimaors
Those who

care to study closely the puine

business will fAud 1t interes

Ing to note how persistently that puia
continues 1o heat with active CnerRy las
yeéar when this country seemed to e n
the midat of an ubusual prosperity there
wWere some who claimied that It was artl

ficial, Insiouating, o fact, that it was being
factitiously wstimulated In order to have
a favorable ipfluence on the presidential
election. Those same cynles predicted that
before this time (his wveur there woulld
bt such & serloun relapre In busioess con
ditions that the change would nkin to
& panic

Events have so smphaticnlly
thelr prophecies that the people huve al-
most forgotien that such prophecien were
niade. lostead of business suffering a re

contradicted

verse, 't has gathered in successfully an
exira measure of prosperity. Our country
has progressed, rather than retrogressed,

Trade a8 more Nourishing now than it
Wan & Year ago. The percentage of growth
nctunlly exceeds that of last season’s splen
did record. Everywhere, In every directlon
—north wouth and west—the =Enme
Nor s the verification
of this claim dependent solely upon hears
say testimony, There are facts and Ngures
in every detall No haot
ter witoess (8 seeded than the doings of
the rallronds. They prosper with pros-
perity, and languish when business (= quiet
For that reason thelr reports are ususlly
conclusive proofs as to what the true con-

cast,

American

fitions may be. When lncreased earnings
are the provalling ruls that (ndicates a
correnponding increapre 0 the volume of
business The larger the stream of mov-
ing commodities, the greater will be the
roceipta into the raliroad exchequer,

Now, what do the reports reveal? The
inst complete authentic monthly complia-
tion, repregesting 138 roads, shows an In-
crease in net earnings over the same period
of last year equal to 17.80 per centl.
hecomes doubly signifAcant when It In re-
called that Jast year (tself was 13.07 per
cont hetter that the year preceding. It s
thas seen that 1600, which wan so glorious
because of Its great business achisvement,
hae heet eclipsed by the atendy advance-
mente made in 1601, Nor has this record
beenn made possible by any special locals
fzed growth. The whole country has felt
the jmpuise., This van be seen by refer-
ence to the different sections of rallroads
The net earnings of the trunk lines showed
(4] Increase of $885. 444 the anthracite
conlers, an increase of B158,161; the east-
ern and middle roads, au increase of §$77.-
@70, the middlewestern roads, an Increass
of $A20.575, the northwestern roads, an In-
croass of $157,718; the southeastern, an in-

That |

l

EFFECT OF BAD REPUTATION.

Fatlure of the Cliy of Philndeiphi;
Obialn Mds on a Lonn
Philadelphin Rec

The Record takes oo pleasure o reour
Ing the fatlure of the effort o pli
luioat isaue of clty bonds, but It must
wit that & wore cvomplete fallure never
before followed upon the loan offerings of
thin or any other American mutiicipulity

There must be n reason for Lhie fians
It Is Aol beomuse Philadelphin cannot pay
{ts obligations that this loau has not taked
place. The hundreds of millions of proj
erty that afford security for Philadelphin’s
promises to pay are still held by thrifly
cltizens whose industry and  econol
ereated the snormous ageregate It is
because there s not encugh and to spurs
of capltal seeking Investment At bt Qa
shudo above the riute of Interest offered by
Philadeiphin Httle municipalities all over
tha state can borrow all they wan! Thn
city of New York recently found no diM
culty In placing A loan at 220 per oent

Why s 1t, then, that Philadeiphia has
passed out of the rank of highest eredit
and In order to float her lonns must offer
At Increased rate of intorest that will
reflect the current capitalistio estimat
the (ncreased financial risk invelved I
is because the people of Philadelphin |
allowed the management of thelr aff

ord

not

uly
of

crease of $1,302,023; the north Pacific roads, | pass into the hands of mean whose |

an Increage of $382,226; the south Pacific
ronds, an increase of §783.641, and the south.
orn roads, am Increase of $2206,385. It

thus seenn that the expanded volume of

destroy rather than iesplre confidene
but $5.000 was offered when $0.00

I8 | asked for!

It is character that commands the |

business hag favorably affected all sections | premium In all the affairs of Iife,

of the natlon,

DITY OF WASHINGTON LIFE.

Scenes and Incidents Obhserved at the
Nntlonnl Caplial,

The Washington correspondent of the
Chicago Chronicle, commenting on the
shocking death of Adelbert 8. Hay at Now
Haven, says hls record as consul at Pre-
torla was one that any American could
find pride in He went to the capltal of
the Transvaal republic under clreumsiances
thiat were highly projudical to succcss and
came biack with the knowledge that he had
won the entire confidence of President Kru-
Eer and his farmers Young Hay dis-
charged his duty feariessly and impartially
He protected Americans and American in-
lereats, and on several occaslons alded im
looking after the interests of citizens of
other countries. While enroute to Pre-
toria young Hay stopped m London and
Incidentally ealled upon Lord Sallsbury, the
British prime minister, whose guest he boe-
came at luncheon. That wvislt aroused a
storm of protest and convinced the South
African patriots that the new American
consul was not only prejudiced against
thelr cause, but that he was comlug to
Pretorin in the capacity of agent for the
British government. It took young Hay a
long time to disabuse the minds of the oM-
clals of the South African republics on the
score of supposed friendship for Great
Britaln and perhaps some of them stil)
belleve that he waa as much Lord Salis-
bury's ngent as he was a diplomatie ofMowr
of the United States. The most important
duty young Hay performed tn South Africa
was to compel General Lord Kitchener to
modify an order concerning the distribution
of army stores among noncombatunis, sa
that Americans would not be confronted by
the alternative of starving or eunlisting in
the Britlsh army. Kitchener's admitted
purpose Iu Issulng the order was to force
Into the English army forelgners who were
in Pretoria. The consuls of other nations
had protested against enforcement of the
order, but the English general bluffed them
Into tacit macceptance of its terms He
tried the same tactles upon young Hay
when the United States consul called and
presented & respeciful protest ngainst
American citizens belng deprived of the
right to buy food. Mr. Hay “ealled”
Kitchepner's bluff so promptly and emphatic-
ally that the Britlsh general began to re-
treat. He sald he would modify the arder
so that it would not apply to eltizens of
the United States, Mr, Hay Informed him
that he would have to modify It so that it
would not apply to the citizens or subjects
of any natlon, except Great Britaln. ot

course Lord Kitchener was too  dumb-
founded by the audacity of the United
Btates consul adequately to express his

feelings, and the [nterview ended o Mr,
Hay having his own way.

The superintendent of the rural free de-
Hvery has run against a bunch of trouble.
Carriers on many of the deliveries have
become sales and dellvery agents and the
country merchants are kicking vigorously.
This Is not the most serfous aspect of the
activitles of the carriers. They bhave en-
tered Into arrangements with several whole-
sale liquor Arms that have discovered the
advantages of the new system and are
selling and dellvering wines and whiskies
in considerable quantities. This traflic is
carried on not only In states where there
Is no prohibition or local option, but im
states llke lowa, Kansas and Malne, where
the sale of lquor Is prohibited or serlously
restricted, The department Is afrald that if
Its carrlers keep up the trafic they will
get into trouble with the local authorities,
and the superiniendent is anxious to avoid
this If possible, A rule prohibiting the
carriers from bhecoming agents for whis-
kles, beer or alcoholle beveorages of any
description will be promulgated at once,
The problam of preventing the carriers
from selling grocerles and supplies of elty
wholesale houses 18 a different thing, how-
ever, and the department may experience
dificulty in putting an end to it,

A blunder an the part of the deslgner of
an epvelope stamp recently made meat for
the philatelists, who, however, have to
thank the carelessness of some employe of
the firm contracting for the supply of the

envelopes. In 1806 Uncle Sam got 1t into
his head that he wanted a new 4-cent
stamped envelope, printed in brown and

bearing the bust of Lincoln. The firet issie
got out, but “Pro Bono Publico,” "01d Citl-
zen,” “Taxpayer” and those fussy peaple
who lke to kick under cover at everything
Uncle Sam does, fell to eriticising the new
design., It was true that the martyred pres
ldent was somewhat Svengaliesque,
shown up by the deslgner. His whiskers

curled up from his chin, as {f to meet his |

nose, which member jteelf wWas very aqui-
line. Uncle Sam soon suppressed the {ssue.
Then the designer got in bhis work the sec-
ond time on 014 Ahe's" physjognomy, with
worse result still. More sinister was the
countenance and te cover the elongated
neck of the first design the bust of
second was closed, showing a collar and
necktie. Thin second design did not sult
Uncle Sam, elther. A
and wa see It today
Through
ploye of the firm supplyving these envel-
opes & box printed from the second or re-
jectod die pot into the presses and re-
celved the card of a firm In the New York
Produce exchange. A whole box was sent
to the Nrm, which used nearly all before
some ehrewd philatellst awakened to what

was golng on. Only three entire speci-
mens, unused, remain. They command a
big premium. Merely the satamps cut out

of used specimens s=oll for $16 each. Even |

| Browning, King & Co.

Exclusive Clothiers and Furnishers.

the envelopea first ciroulated and ebjected
to sell at twice their face value

A fTew days ngo President MeKinley re-
celved a handsome souvenir from a water
power company at Seattle. It wagz the In-
tention of the company to present It during
the president's visit to the northwest, but
the changes \n the president’'s plans owing
Lo the illness of Mrs. McKinley, made this

ue |

the |

third was arcepted

the ecarslessness of some em- |

impossible, The souvenir Is a reproduc-
tlon In gold of the famous waterfall from
which the company takes its power, and
through turbine wheels harnesses (t to
electric motors. The representation of the
fulls 18 In gold and silver. The water is In
[ #olld sllver and the banks and trees are In
solld gold, More than sixty ounces of gold
and silver were used {n bullding the wsou-
venlr, which stands more than seven inches
high. Beneath the waterfall is a compiete
reproduction  of the company’s power
houses, the machinery and pipiog belng in
wolld gold,

PERSONAL NOTES,

Senator Vest Is now at Hot Springs, Ark.
He is very emacinted and weak and his
friends are much worrled over his condition.

Throe generatlons of a colored family
have graduated from Oberlin  college—
John M. Langston, In 1840; his son, Arthur
). Langston, a tescher ino 8t. Louls, In
1877, and his grandson this year.

The Bismarck room in the official resi-
dence of the lmperial chancellor at Berlin
has now been renovated and Count von
Huclow has entered into possession, using
ns his desk a table bearing the lmseription:
“Writing table of Prince Bismarck, 15678-
1860.""

More than 060000 horses in New York
City are disabled by a disease which the
veterinary surgeons say is the grip. The
symptoms are the same as those shown
by humnan beings with that disease, includ-
ing the suddenness of the attack and the
subsequent weakness and collapse.

A monument to the memory of Dr
Thomus King Carroll was dedicated in
Cambridge, Md., the other day. It was the
testimonlal of the peopls in Dorcheater
county, where Dr. Carroll had practiced hins
profession for more than fifty years with
untiring devotion to his patients and with
herole self-sacrifice in time of pestilence.

A. Yamada, a representative of the
Japan Cotton Trading company, limited, of
Osaka, is on the Pacific coast to select the
bhest port from which to export cotton and
other Amerlcan products to Japan. After
attending to this matter he will spend
three years in an exhaustive examination
of American methods, especially in relation
to the colton industry.

The Fair estate, which has been In the
executor's hands for six and a half years,
| {8 at last declared by the executors to be

in a proper condition for distribution. The
| totnl now asked In fees is $2,260,000. The
| eash value of the property by & new ap-
prajsement, it is calculated, will amount to
about $18,000,000. The milllons go to Fair's
two daughters and one son.

Gradually the government is dolng away
with the digtribution of rations to Indians,
In five years the system will be practieally
sholished. There are now in the United
States 269,000 Indlans, Of this number 46,-
o50 draw ratlons regularly, while 12,800
more are provided for at varlous times
when they are unable to work or do mot
feel ke It. In the latter class are in-
eluded most of the Indians who have
grown old and are deserted by their young
relatives,

§t. Paul lots go a mighty roar against
the threatened desecration of Bummit ave-
nue, the swell resldence street of the city,
by the erectlon of an apartment house
flush with the street. At present the resi-
dences have large, heautiful lawns in
front, lined with shade trees. Should the
apartment house be bullt as planned It
wounld destroy the perspective of lawn and
shade, Property owners and press are
g0 warm over the matter that they do
not look at the thermometer roosting at
N contury mark.

Rov. Henry €, McCook of the Tabernacle
Presbyterian chureh, Philadelphia, is one
of “the fighting McCooks,” baving made a
rocord In the civil war. The wholesale
rascality in connection with street rallroad
| tranchises there stirred the old soldier up
and from the pulpit lust Sunday he de-
nounced the corruptionists In unmessured
terme, The theft of the franchises, he sald,
was municipal ireason, and the curse of
(od wonld rest on the men who for personal
| ende hetrayed their city. Mr. McCook bas
| been & lifelong republican,

Philadelphin as & municipality must s
the inevitable penalty of a bad peputation
Therefors the rate of Interest has heem
warked up.

POINTED REMARKSN,

Detrolt Journal: “Miss Passay seems (0
dislike Mr. Phuttinet ™

Yen, he tried to pay her a compliment
He made the migtake of telling her she
was in the prime of HHfa"

Puck: He (watching another coupled
He (n—er-momewhat older than she s
he wealthy?

She—Very lkely.

I presume sha dldn't
marry him Jjust on account

of his age

Chlieage Tribune: 1 wonder what has
caused the coolness betwesn Aggamore and

his wife. "
“What makes you think there s any
conlpnoes ™'
“1 know there fa. lLast week ha had

aome pholnm-uphu taken and sha sald they
fattered him.’

Brooklyn Life: lle—~It seoms to amune
vou when I offer to give up all my ol
ntgnu-m it you will only marry e

he—Yen. It strikes me as funny o

think of your denying yourself the oni
lhl"lT that could |-qn.p"1]_‘.' aooupy  your
mind.

New York Weekly Mr, Bronston—3Mre
and Mrs. Uptan both had on uew sults in
church today., Mre Upton’'s dress wis
tallor-mnade

Mra. Bronston—Iiuh!
it was tullor-mnde”

Mr. Hronston—Hecause
clothes were reandy-made.

Philadelphia Press:
sume closs with met' scornfully
the nlekel«plated wafoty pin

“Oh, you haven't any cause to be stuck

How do vou know

Mr Upton's

not {n tho
decinred

“You iire

up,” retorted the ordinary pn. 8 K
ing of clamses, some of us have opciped
chalrs in the foremost schools and eoi-
1eges.”

Deotroit Journal: TWou And spring waier

A very greal advantage in dalrying, |
presume?”
“Oh, I don't know, mald the milkman.

*“The a.\'vmfl' person buying milk doesn’t
know the difference between spring water
and any other Kind'™

Chronlele:

Pittshur “tWhat n  dreary
bore this long Journcy 15! exclaimed the

man in the white flannel suit

“Why, I thought you were taking this
trip for pleasure,”” commented the other
man,

9T am-—for the pleasurs of my wife and
daughters.””

A SONG TO THE POPPY.

Glorlous mid-summer poppy,
Radiant child of the sun,
Are you not proud. brave blossom,
Of the homage you have won?
For we bow before the splendor
Of your petal’'s wondrous sheen
In these royal days of summer
You are queen, fair flower, queen!

May flowers epilled thelr perfume,
June lpasnd while the roses held sway,
Btill with drooping head you were planning
This mirancle of today,
You knew the other flowers would go
When the days grew hot and long,
That the rose would droop and languish:
And you sald: *“1 will walt and grow
strong."

B0 you drank of the sun's golden glory,
Drank deep of his wine of light,
And all the tints of the ralnbow
Were yours aa you burst on our sight;
No jewel, however brilliant,
Can rival you In your pride,
Red as the glowing ruby
Or pure and white, llke a bride,

¥ou bathed In the dewa of the evening,
Absorbed the moon's mystical lght,

And deep In your heart lie hidden
All the witcherles of the night.

No wonder the bees and the butterfliles
Woolng forever in vain,

Grow suddenly faint with thelr sense of

nas,
Diszy and faint with paln.

Yet, In seeming cruelty, you are kind,
For thelr gu n feellng only regret,

As with soothing, subtle, mysterious powaer,
You help them at least to forget.

None may think to gather and hold you,
Brave to bloom, but of eontact !h{-

A breege too famillar, a touch too bold,
And a splendid ruin you lle,

Beautiful dream haunted ruppy.
Frail, but so passing falr,

That I fancy' even though rooted In earth,
Yo are kKin to the spirits of alr;

And that when your brief relgn Is anded
You will float on & sunheam nwwany

To shine In & color symphony
In the light of eternal duy.

Others may sing to the poerless rose,
Tha lly, the violet hlue,

And all lowers born to the purple—
But, poppy, 1 slng to you.

Others may scorn and pass vou by
And hint at your origin mean,

But I love you, midsummer poppy!
And welcome and hall you queen,

ARLETTE WOLCOTT.

Omnha.

places,

Or one of those loose,

are taken care of here,

R. S. Wilcox, Manager.
IR

e ———

“No, Sir,

You won't be able to buy anything but fire-crackers the
4th.” Every one will be looking for cool spots and shady
We can't find those for you--but we can find
you some mighty cool things to wear.

Take yesterday for an example.
thin, light weight coats would have felt,
cool
shirt that ig so comfortable and dressy that a coat or
vest i8 not necessary—and narrow belts, instead of cum-
bersome suspenders. Warm weather wants and thonghts

NO CLOTHING FITB LIKE OURS,.

How nice one of our

flannel suits—aor a saft

6




