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T FIRST thought ft sevms n wast

of time 1o devole an entire arti
ele to n question which easily
might be answered In n

entence that it will not be diMoult for the

vader to supply But on egecond thoughit

remembor that the tense of the wverh
puts the matter far back Into the past,
ofera it to the lnst century In fact—"Whin

| would have done.”

It 1 had mareled in the early 108, along
ibout the time when 1 wax gotting my
first proposals, and had drawn a bad hus-
band In the lottery. doubtless I would
ave done as other women djd those
fays—nceepted my cruel fate as 4 means
of grace 1o fit me for a better Hie  here-
fter. At that time there were no means
of escape from an unfortunate marringe
18 are freely offered in this more humane
md enlightened age.  In my own state of
New York, as In moest others, the law
recognized but one cange of divoree —In
Adellty—hbut the innoeent wife who obtained
v geparation for this couse forfeited  all
right to the property the twe had aoguired
together, while the  husband, who had
sinned, remained in sole possession Tt
this Injustice sank into inslgnificance com-
pared with that which allowed him  also
i retaln the entire custody of thelr ehil-

in

dren Many women wonll willingly have
gone forth portlonliss higt there  wis
carcely one who woulldl net have horne

every Indignity whieh could be heaped upon
hor rather than give up her ehildren In
pven the fow where there were no
lew of motherhood women hardly dared to
‘nke the risk of separation beenuke there
was almost no way open to them in which
they could earn a living. But a st greater
feterrent was the fact that & divoreed
voman, no matter how guiltless of wrong
lolng, was a socinl parinh not far removed
from that one who bore the Scarlet Let-
tor on her brenst. There was no plaee In
the world for her. 2o, possibly, It T had
had a bad husband in these days—those
good old days” that we hear =0 much
ihout—T might have endured him,
ather women did thelrs. but {1 seems 1o
me that T would have gathered my ehlidren
n my arms like Eliza in “Uncle Tom's
ihin'" and braved the ley waters In my
lush for freedom
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Mrs, Stanton's Senantlon,

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was almost the
first woman to demand that  habitual
Irunkenness or brutal treatment should be
ade noepuse for divoree and that women
hould be encouraged to seek rellef from
ich a wrong. After myself and several
ither women delegates had been denled the
right speak at o moaxs mecting of the
ons of Temperance in Albany, N. Y, |1
irranged  for the first state temperance
onvention of women ever ealled and it
vas held in Rochester, in April, 1852, with
lolegntes  present from o number of
vomen's socletles, which were then begin
ng to be formed. 1 was encouraged In
'his movement by Horace Greeley, Rev
Villlnm: Henry Channlng and others of in-
hience, and Mrs. Stanton, who was  Just
oming intoe notice for her eloguence and
Dillty, agreed to preside T had put In
oeks of hard work getting up thls meet-
ng, n large ecrowd wag In attendoanee and
verything looked favorable, bt Mrs. Stan-
on's president’s addresa proved to bhe a
eritable bombehell and almaost broke up
he conventlon. The incendlary parngraph
vae an follows

“Let no woman remain In the relation of
wife with o confirmed drunkord Lt o
irunkard be the father of her children
e et us petition our state gov
80 to modify the laws affeoting
and the custody of children that

o

rnment
rringe
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the drankartd shull have no claims on wife

ur ohllg e

I was almost the only woman present
who snstalped Mres. Stanton in this dee
laration: she declined  to potenet  anil
evintually bBoth of us felt compelled 1o
withdraw from the Temperance assocint lon

Her First Suffence Conventlon,

I Beptember of that venr | attended 1y

first suffrnge convention

in Syracuse, N. Y
which was, indeed, smong the frst ever
held. Luocretle Mottt presided, and among
the spiakers wore Hon, Gerrit Smith, Lucs
Stone, Rev, Antolnette Brown « Bleekwells
Mathdn Joglyn Gage. VPauling Wreight Davis
Clarina Howard Nichols and the eloguent
Pollsh exile. Brnestine L. Ros Mre, Stan
ton could not he present, bt she sent o
Tetter, which 1| read, and which, among
other radical utteraneos roepented the de-

munds thut habitual drunkenness and crael
treatment should be

recognized s caules
for divoree The  press heralded  thes
stidements abroad with the most seathing
eritlelsm, while pulpit, platform and the

public in general Jolned In a chorus of de
nunciation of this most perniclons doctrine
Women themeelves wore loudest and lang
est in their condemnation of a law which
would enable them to divoree o drunken
or brutal hushand and retadn thelr ehildren
and a part of the property

This Mseusston was renewed at all our
nnnual mectinegs and found its culmination
In the last suffrage conventlon before the
breaking out of the elvll war put all other
Aquestions In the background. Tt was held
al Cooper Institute, New York Clty, In May
1580, and. as usual, the fArebrand was ap-
pliedd by Mrs. Stanton, who not only had
the cournge of her convictions, but recog
nized no such word as expediency. Sh
presented a eet of resolutiong declaring
that, under certnin conditions, divorece was
Justifinble, snd supported them by a speech
which was o masterplece of logie, beauty
nnd pathos, This  convention. although
composed of the most 1iberal and advanced
thinkers In the country, had not yet reached
Mrs. Stanton’s positlon on  this  point
Even the broad-minded Wendell Phillips
moved to lny the resolutiong on the table
and expunge them from the minutes, de
¢laring that this body had nothing to do
with any lnws except those which rest
unequally  uwpon  women. and  those of
divoree d4id not! T spoke In reply  and
showed how marrlsge alwave had been a
one-slded contract, resting most unequally
upon the sexes: how In nearly all of the
giates a womnn could not even sue for Aal-
voree In her own name, or clalm enough of
the community property to pay the costs,
and how her success In such a case was
purchased at the priee of reputation, home
and ehlldren

Retween Gurerlson and Greeley,

Willlam Lloyd Garrlson sustained thils po-
sition with all his eloquence. The dlscus-
slon apread far and wide and produced the
firat schism In the ranks of the little band
of suffraglsts who had stood shoulder to
shoulder In so many batties. Horace Greeley
usedl  the tremendous wolght of the
Tribune's editorinl columns agalnst divorce
under any clrcumstances. Thus wnas the
contest waged for severnl decades agalnst
a alowly yielding publie sentiment, and the
cloging years of the century have witpessed
no greator woeclal revolution than upon this
very question. Almost every state now
gronts divoree for habitual  drunkenness
and cruel treatment and these are recog
nized as Just causes by all the churches ex-

cept the Catholle, although Aifty vears agn
this demand was far more bitterly con-
demned than that for woman suffrage. But

the changed attitude of church and satate is
hy no means &0 retmariabile that which
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fortunnte  wureinge nunot be panswered
with the same statement, In this dawn of
n hlesred century for women | most as
suradly would have recourse to the law to
rectify my mistpke ind wonld sever the
bond  which held me captive. The term
ad husban®™ s, however, subjoct (0 many
enfRtructions I have &een women appar

vitly woll sati=fied with men whom T shauld
unhositntingly  olnws under this head, and
of wers greatly ddgcontented with those who
making due allowance for the imperfections
of human nature, averaged very falrly in
the senle of matrimony But there are cor
tuin sins In marringe which are unpardon

able, and chief among these I8 infidelits
The man who Wag tranagressed in this re
gard cun never again be fully trosted. He
may repent and endeavor to atone for his

sin, bui confidence has heen destroyed, the
sicrvdness of the mutonl vow has heen vio
Intedd, and the thorough respect. which is
nbsolutely essentinl to the highest form of
married 1fe, pever oan be entlirely
The husband may regret

restorod
the wife may con

done, but the solld foundation of marring
has been frrevocably undermined
Limit to Wife's Endenvors,

How far a wife should go, how many
years she ghould spend, how great an effore
#hs should make to “reform™ an habitual

drunkard, possibly vuch woman must deter-
mine for hereelf. The general statement
may be made that in the vast majority of
cnses It will be o useless suerifiee of time
and vitality. Ope never can feel sure of o
reformed  inebrinte until the delsles are
growling above his head Even when «
woman's love, or senge of duty, s wo strong
that she I8 willing to devote her life to this
“reforming” procees, she shoulil settle with
her consclence whether she has o vight to
bring children into the world under these
unfavorable conditions, endowed with an
Inheritance which may prove a curse for
many generations

And then amnin the wife must decide for
herself how much is galned by submitting
to continuous (ll-treatment. If thore are
no children and vet she patiently endures
many will consider that she passes bheyond
the pale of sympathy. It there are chil-
dren, then the mother 18 confronted with a
serles of perplexing problems. If they are

young there Is the question of bringing
them up. of educating them, of keeping
them together of maintaining the home,

of glving them the personal attentlon which
Is wholly Impossible if the mother must bhe
the breadwinner and assume  (the  dutles
which by proper arrangement deovolve upon
the father. Most women will suffer long
and deeply before they will deprive thelr
children of these valuable righis When
the children wrown, then the mother
must face other vital guestions us she con-
templates severing the tles which she has
found so galling 8he has ponssed the age
for ecarning money; she |8 tired with long
vears of labor and needs the shelter and
sgecurity of the home; her children have
madae thelr place In the world and she hesl-
tntea ta cast even the shadow of reproach

nre

upol It; sons and daughters-in-law have
come Into the family, still further to com-
plicnte matters, and thus even then the

womian hardly ilares conslder hetseolf o froa
ngoent But o all such cns Woshe deelde

that & legnl separntion s nor advisabile, shs
owes It to her own dignity and self respoct
to live hér amdividunl Nfe ontirely  ppuart
from that of the unfaithfol. dissolate o
mbusive husband, oven though maintainibge
tov the world the appearance of marringe

Ohligntions Yol Lessencil

While greater frecdom of divores LT
dome as an nestimable priviloge to wives
it by no means loseens their obilignt lons Lo
endenvor by overy method consistont with
safely, honor and duty to nd st thetnselvi
to the relations of marvioge which  they
have assumiel An abunse of the oppoariunily
to sever fhese rolations s demoralizing 1o
soeledy ol detreacts from the sacredness
of the contract Poverty, ilMness. infirmi
thes of tetper, ancongeniality are n potd
of the grievons trinle which manifost (hem
selved in moany marringes, They must he
met bravely and philosophically and evers
effort made o mitleate  them  rather
than to run away from them. The ante-nup
tindl dream of paradisve often has o rade
awnkening, ot it must be remembered that

oven when Adam and Eve were driven from

the giurden of BEden they found o very pomd
world on the ondelde An imperfect hus
band who fulle short of the wife's ldea) §s
not necessarlly o bad one, and by pationt

tactful and sympithet e mansgement some
times moy be transformed into o reasonably
good one should exhaust overy ro.
gource of diplomaey before she declires war
wnd enlls for ont=ide asslsinnee

SUSAN B ANTHONY
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Pointed Paragraphs

Chicago News The  euvesdropper |
niwiays on the Hat

Some people are more skinned ngninst
than skinning

Perpetunl motion seems ta be n fallure
from the word go,

Duty Is something the muajority of men

Hke to neglect
The vpinlon of o man who Mows his own
horn Is apt to be sound
There's more squenk
sgoles of most

than
versemnlkors.

Gulde bhooks enable the traveler to view
his money from a distance

The banana  peel

poetry in the

Insidious
downfall of muny n good man

Youth and beauty ent u wide swath when
backed by wealth and Influence

The man who keeps others walting lis
no conception of time ng a flyer,

CRlNses

An application of money will gometimes
romove stalns from a man's chirneter,

Long halr may Indieate geniug, but you
can't convinee n barber that It does
It takes a mgood denl of grief to kil o

the

womnn wfior she hoas got o dlamond neck
I.l‘ ¢

Fhe munn who o Lev i mwney ghnrk 1o
Pinlse the wind pave dearly for his whisth

A Fortune Waiting

A fort e

swaits the mvn who will in

voetil o good  wubetitote for  lenther LA
S Nobody has yet suceeeded In ap
pronefime i, wnless b Beoan inventor who
has Just patented o fubrle whlteh he pro
PORCH to uEe, In partienlar, as N minterinl
for the luter ol of shoes amd hoots
though it moay be employed for other pur
[TIET I strongly resembilos whind is Known
ns Urphit” sole-leather, but s much chsipey
and clpbms (o e superior, bhelng  witer
provl, as well s stronger

mnnufpetures uf this tnitation
lewther uses the fin wle cdeather  dust
glven off by the bhuMnog rolls used upon
ol lont her Hitherto this dust hns beon
owiarte produet, huat the new invention
vimabines It with gum and oniploys It in
this phape to form a conting on one or both
sldeos of eonvas or other shinllar  fabrie
A 11 deles, o spreinkiineg of dry leather-dusi
i added, and the fabriec thus irented Is
pasredd betwoeen rollors, so nn tao capse e
lepther-dist (o e Armly Imbedded in the
fabiriv pund combined with it

The result s o material that
ke leather and §s very

looks much
durable.
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