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Australin, Mny
(Speciil Correspondence
Bee ) —There are now
GO0 aborigines left in
and of thesy wre
stute of Queensland, whoere this
duted. | saw Do palives o
There are only G680 In the state Victoria
apd only about 000 b New South Wales
Bouth  Australin been loss  developed
‘han the wndd It has 20,000,
while the regions of western
Austealin ard have something like
o, 0, These Hgures, of courer, are not gb-
solutely wocurate. The live In
the wilds and the reglons of -
vxplored  Austrulio tell bow
mnny ther. pure uatives |
hiave socn were sotie of the towns aloog
the northeast of Queenslond and my
information comes largely from travelers,
explorers and the colonial  governments,
Many of my photographs huve been fur-
ulshed Ly the governments of Queensiand
und New South Wales from the collections
‘wken by the oMoelnl explorers
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How the “Niack Fellows" Look,
The people here call  the aborigiues
blacks™ and “black fellows They suime
tHimes use the word negro, but the few na
tives | bave sien were chocolate brown
rather than black. Their hair was curly,
but not woolly and they had pot the thick

lips por the very Hat noscs of the Africun
Bowme of the aborigloes sre quite foe look-
ing. they are straight snd well formed, al-

though goverally lean and  scrawny. 1o
Townsville 1 saw o native girl about 18
Years old who looked more Hke o mulatto

than o negre. She had high cheek bones,
w slightly receding chin and a big mouth
and her balr was glossy, smooth and fine
BUIl she was by no means bad looking for
a “gin” and would have passed muster
among & mixed crowd of colored people
from our southoern states.
This girl had on European
the lnterlor parts north

clothes, In

of \usiralin the

Hutives wour no clothes whate ver
and woaen go uaked, or
a few uroasments
cars, with perhaps a
the  walst, In
the natives use belts of human
g certaln  ceremionios  and
wtripe thelr bodies with paing

lmes have gross necklaces
of opossum skins about thelr
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Women use nose pins, somwe of which are wn
long, The plerced in the
center aud, belog pulled down, these pins
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are thrust through so that they stand out
fur five Inches ¢n each side the nostrils
Some of the plos ure made of turkey bonvs
and  others of Kangaroo or ey bones
Sometimes parrot quills  are  used, the
bright-colored foathers extendiog out op
each side the nostrils. fome of the na
tivesa plerce thelr cars ming kaugaroo

bones as plugs
Senrs ms Grnnments

Among the queer fortns of ornumentasion
are the scarring and cuttlag of the body
Neatlv every native has more or less scars

upon bim, and the bigy the scurs the
Cotter they ke it 1 refer to ornamental
scars, for many of the women nre scares i

by the punishments nflceet upon thewm by
thele busbands. As to the ornamental seqr
ring, this is done ns a maii:r of besuty,
The skin s voluntarily cut with filnts or
shelle, powdered charcoal s dusted in and

the wounds are kept open for months
Whon they heal they leave rldges on the
Lixly as thick 48 your fnger These scars
are found on the back and hest, and on
the Bloeps muscles They are sometimes
on the thighs and stomuchs. Among other
tribes little pleces of skin are cut outl to
mike scars, the victims yelliug with pailn
during the operation

A8 to the scars of the women, these ars
often made by (he men In way of punish
ment. They look upon the women as their
slaves, and when angry club them, and cut
them with their tomabawks and spears
It the woman s killed it makes little dit

terence, for shic is looked upon as the prop
erty of the man who her, and a
man way do what by his own

supporis
likes with

CUhance for the SNew Woman,

There s no place o the world where the

new  woman could work to better advan
tage than amobug these aborigines. | doubt
whether there are p e 1o the wilds of

Africa who treat the women so badly, The
wife 1s the plaything and slave of her hus
band, She has no rights that any man is
bound to respect, and f caught away from
home suny man will maltreat her. As a
daughter ahe 18 sold or given away by her
tather or brothers, and after marriage ahe
Is & drudge and slave. The husband can
lend or give his wife away. He can forbid
her speaking to any other man, and n
soime tribee she s pot allowed to exchange
# word with her grown-up brothers, She
i# often a bride at the age of 19, and there
are few native girle who are not married
before they reach 18 There are, 1 am
told, many bachelors, but no old malds
for ¢ven an ugly girl can work., and a man
has itho right to as many wihes gs he can

HARK SHELTER OF

AN ABORIGINE

get. He leaves all his work to his wives
and the more wives he hie the rlicher he (s

When & man dles his «idows g0 to his
oldest brother, who can keep them or dis
pose of them, as he pleases. The elde
brother has the right to give away or trads
Off his sisters and the same right belotig

to the father, who often trades the fomalos

of the family for wives for his sons.
Can't tomplain for Want of Work.,
The native woman of Australin  cap's
complatn that all the professions of her
iribe are ool upen to her She does all
the work, from bullding the house to Ret
ting the food and nursing the baby. Moss
of the tribes are nomadie. They bulld 1it-
tie shelters of vark or sking wherever they
At tarting & new village nt ench stog
ping pln o traveling the wamen carry

and roast each grasshopper
Fhe flesh so prepared tostes
roasted chestinuts,

scparately
not  unlike

An Hunters and Trackers.
The
hive

Australlang tell me that the natives
more stability than is generally sup-
posed They show the evidence of reascns
g powers and are such excellent hunters
And trnckers that they nre lirgely emiployed
such by the whites They can trall
anyihing They follow eriminals on hopse
back and whmost invariably h them
Fhere cre now 121 such men on the Yueens
land pollce force, cach of whom recelves a
salary of awbout 10 day and his
food
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UNE OF THE MOST ILL-TREATED WOMEN IN THE

MADE BY HER HUSDAND.

all the belongings of the family. They are
laden down like pack horses and walk along
bent over behind their husbands, who,
perhaps, carry nothing but thelr boomer-
angs and clubs. As soon as they come to
4 Dew camp the woman cuts the bark and
bullds the hut. She then goes out and digs
picks frult and climbs the trees to
chop the larvae of worms, which she
cooks for bLreakfast. Bhe often carrles her
vhild with her while at this work, laying
it on the ground as she digs. She cuts
the wood and carries the water and when
she falls behind she s usually sure of &
whipping. As & result of such treatment
she apes rapidly, her hair grows gray and
her fuce wrinkles and as o rule she dies at
about 30. Ewven the men seldom live to he
more than 50

What the Nntives Ent

rools,

uus

The lives of the aborigines are shortened

by exposure and diet. 1o point of intelll-
Kence they are sald to be as low as aoy
people of the world and they live and act
more like animals than human belngs
Their food s largely vegetable, meluding
ill sor's of roots. They thrash seeds out
f different kinds of grasses and collect
weeds, which they ecat as we do water
ress  and lettuce. One of their favorite
{ishes wild b which they find In the
hollow trees, They collect wild frults and
thelr bread Is made of grass seeds, molst
ned and ground between stones Into o
Hour. This flour (s then made inte dougl
and eaten elither cooked or raw.

Amiong the curious viands of which thes
ire fond are ants, worms ord snakes. Thers
are ants all over Australia, and certai
varieties of them are idght by the aborig

stands upon ant hill and
fect. wher 1] hs ant
AMter hilg shanks are we
« them off and eats then
A f ants are roasted

Another dellehey s the beetle, which 1s

mauime both in the wiurm or larva and
in the matured insect The worms are
picked out of the rotten trees and cooked
in redhet ashes Foreigners wh havs
eaten them say they are not at all bad and
that they look snd taste much llke an
itnelet

Snakes of all kinds are aught! and
roasted, and uwiso lizards, especially the
iguana. The Iguana I8 an enormous llzard
It |s eaten throughout South America and

has Aesh much like that of a young chicken
Its egges are a dellcacy and are greedily
devoured by the savages

The natives are also fond of grasshop-
pers and locusts There are som .
swWarms the latter. when the women
gnther them by the baaketful and the peo-
ple bave a great feast. They firgt throw
he grasshoppers in? fire te buyp [+ 4
the wings and legs and then drag them

of

WORLD—HER SCARS WERE

Ito pets and catehiug ‘hem o i fulls
the wilds the Bhunters stetion
near the water holes and walt until 1he
emu cotmes down to drink. They then 1 g
up & net across its path, drive it in, and
when [t has become entangled destroy i
with their spears, clubs or  booms rangs
They have a call by which they tmitate the

In
themselves

volee of the emu, much as our mountuain
eers do that of the turkey in wild Lurkey
hunting The cmu whistle 8 made by

pounding on a pivce of hollow log in such
4 way that it glves forth a peculiar sound.
Sometimes a mau will cover himself with
bushes and thus sneak upon the emu and
kill him.

Kangaroos are caueht In nets, and are
also run down with dogs and spears. Tho
natives trap birds of al! kinds and in all
soris of ways. They catch plgeons Ly
throwing nels over them as they it
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THEY WEAR
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water holes. They go Into the
bushes abtout therr heads and
sneak upon the ducks end cranes which
Are swimming there. Trey also cath fish
with nets and aometimes polson the wator

with certalm plants and capture the fish
88 they rlug to the surface. They catch
catfish Ly tramjing through the streams
And getiing the fish under their feet, In
such cases the native kills the fish by Bt
ing deeply into the flesh just back of 1h
head. He then throws It out upon ths
bank, knowing that 1t will not wrigele ii-
way back Into the water, and feuls abou
for mors

Huestion of Cannibhals.
There Is no doubt dut that the Australlan

Life Among the Aborigines of Northern Australia

aborlgines are wore or less cannibals. The
records show that they have alwuys been
#0, and that the suting of human flesh ex
I8t8 In some parte of Australia today. Carl
Lumboltz, to whom | aw indebted for Bomme
of the Information in this letter, has
written a book, entitled “Awmong the Canni
bile,”” pleturing hia 1ravels through the
camps of the Australinn nborlglnes. The
government records also contaln Instances
of canniballsm About twelve years ago o
wan named Edwards saw the natives roast
g an infant 10 one of thelr ovens e
wilvhed the blucks open the bedy and begln
euting the fut, but the sigh
faint that he wis not able to
obs.rvint i ns
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made him so

continue his

SUVH the varlves esoc iy 1K
"he flesh of w black man and that any sort
f w huinan belng s caten as the choleest
detliaey. There are parts of this state of
Queensland where children who dle sud
denly wre ronsted  and there uwre proof
that native chlldren have been killed fop
food,  In western Quecnsland the flesh of
the pure biacks Is profereed, bt half-castoe
children are reasted and enten, It 14 sald,
however, that the people do not care for
white man's flesh, although they nre by no
means adverse to a rare bit of Chinuman
There Is one instance recorded of ten China-
men belog eatin at one d.nper, and the
statement s made that the preference for
such meat over that of the white man Is
because the white man ents animal foud,
while the Chite ¢ confine themselves largels
to riee and vegeiables

Throwing the Boomernng,

I bought several booms rangs the other
day, paying about 50 cents aplece for themn
They are merely Hitle flnt bows made of
wood, each about two inches wide and from
twenty inches to n yard long. They have
A natural twist In them, and are so shaped
that v hen thrown they return to the owner
The natives display great skill In throwing
them, but do not, as 1 had supposd,
them to any extent a8 a4 wespon of war
For fighting and for all heave hunting they
prefer speats and lanevs. They have spears

us

which welgh as much as four or  five
pounds, und which are eipght or nine feet
In length. Some spears are barbed with

bone, flint or fron. The natives throw them
with great skill, and are so treacherous In
their use that the explorer has to watch
out that he does pot receive a spear in his
back. The hoomernag s sometimes used for
killing small birds, but it Is to o lurge ex
tent o plaything,

Witeh

As far as 1 can learn the aborlgines have
no Great Father Hke that of our Indiacs
although they belleve in o future stote ani
happy bunting wrounds. Thev huve o Breat
dread of ghests and demons and think that
cettaln places, such as caves and thickets
are baunted by them. They have witch doe-
tors who cure thelr diseases, which they
think come from the spirits. The doctors
pretend to locate the demon, and they suck
pleces of wood out of the body where the
paln They belleve that most of thelr
Woes are due sorcery and that eertain
men onn cause otherd to fall sick and die |/
they so wish. They belleve thelr medlcine
men can muke rain, and hold them responsi-
ble for all their sufferings. They have all
sorte of charms to bring on and ward off
evil spirits, and of late have announced
their bellef that the white settlers are
dead natlves come to life again, and that
they themselves will after death again ap-
pear as whilte men,

The future stute of the aborigine depends
largely on how he I8 buried, and the men
wre very careful to Inter thelr dead after
certaln rites. As to the women and chil-
dren, they are of no nocount, elther dead
or allve, and their remains are usually
rolled up In rugs or hetween sheots of bark
and thus buried. A woman will often Carry
A dead child for n month before she burles
It, laylng the body under her head at night
wnd sleeplug upon it notwithstanding the
horrible odor

Ghoxt nnd Dovitors,

Is

Uueer Meth

The men usually bundled up before
hurlal.  The kuves of the corpse are foreed
up to it neck and tied there, the arms are
tHed to the sides and the enlves foreed up
to the thighs and there tled. Then a rug
or some pleces of bark are fastened about
the body and it Is burled three or four feet
deep In the sand, & mound cove red with
logs belne orected nhove |t

In other parts of
practieed, while In
bidies driwl before
turn momn s
dead
allow the
the Parsees

Is ot Burinl,

nre

\ustralia crematfon Is
uther #vetlons the & il
the fire until they
Some tribes lny the
upon platforms in the il
bitds to clean the bones, just as
do upon thelr Towers of 8i-
lence ot Bombay.  After this the bones AT
Birled in the earth or dropped into & hollow
Tris FRANK (3} « ARI'"ENTER
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Job that Required Time

Chieago Tribune: “Don't movs the men,’
sald the fustice of 1h P, rlsing from
the checker bonrd I huve to step Into
my office and marry a couple, hut 1 shall
be Baek In ive minytes,'

Aothe end of an bour he had not re
turned, A messenger was sent for him
He wae found In a hlgh stato of perspira-
ton. with his cont off, his necktle awry
snd his collar wilted and forlorn, trving

fO marry two couples bearing these nomes

Wiadislaw Katzarevnzynkowski Jozevin .
PDobrewitkiwicz, Stanislaus Bjordraze -
koniatowskl, Katarazinska Berkawltztawew
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