New Song of the Shirt is Heard in the Land

FHEY WORK IN WELL-LIGHTED, WELL-AIRED ROOMS

N OARMY of nimble-fingersd anud
bright-eyed Omuha girls manuy
facture every year milllons of
shirts, shirtwalsts
women's  skirts  and
wWrappors overalls, duck coals, pants
and wshoos Their products are  mads
in four factories and may be found every
whire In the west and northwest, from the
Misaouri valley to British Columbla The
minln industry is the manufacture of men's
apparel, particalarly shirts and overalls
The faitories are large and well-lHghted
with smple ventilation sanltary and fire

vacabe appllahees It I8 a pleasure to
work, if one must labor, where frosh wir
and sunlight abouwnd Cheerful surround

ings maks cheerful workers, und  that
means more sml better work

Chine hirt and overall factory may e
taken as a type of the othors The gon
ori nditions surrounding the work of

b girls are much the same In all of 'm
Every labor-saving device is used, for noth

ng s done by hand that can be done by
awchin ry Each machine, with the excep
o of a few that are too dangerous for
dris to use, has its girl operative Each
wiory employs from 200 to G00 of them
ol many have been In the work so long
that they bhave almost forfelted the right to
be called girls. But they are faithful, at
tentive to duties and have no walking dele
BalcK

his minlature army of breadwinners
marches to work every morning of a work
g day at T:30 o'clock. They are particu
lar to be on Ume, for there Is a tolltale
loek at the entrance, and fines are not
plrasant to pay. A round of work until 12
o hour for lunch, another stretch of labor
and the day Is done Bome are able to
leitve ns early ns 5, others must stay untll
»Ab, but none later

How s Shirt is Made,

The manufacture of shirts is, perhaps, the
most interesting part of the work In any
factory. Interesting because a shirt, though
simple o appearance, passeos through mor
hands and processes than any other product
of these factories, The way mother us d
to make shirts was all right In its day, but
times have changed and the making of
shiris has changed with them

The tale of a modern factory-made shir
may be told something like this The shirt
has its beginning in the patiern department

sually located on the top fHoor of the fni
Lary The blg balesa of fabrics to be made

up Into garments are taken to the pattern
room, where the cloth Is lald out st full
length on tables, from Afty to 100 layers In
thickness A brisk young man with a yard-
stick and chalk marks out the patterns on
the top plece and the plle |8 ready for the
cutter The old-fashioned Implement
known as n palr of sclssors is not used in

the up-to-date faclory Instead, a large

banil saw follows the white marks of the

LINING THE VAMPS AND UPPERS FOR SHOES

pattery thro . the thick pile as one may
cut w siugle plece of paper. This work is
done by young men, but from that point
forward the making and finishing of the
shirt (s entirely in the hands of the girl
nperatives

Bundles containing the various parts of
the patterns go down a chute to the sewing
rooin on the floor below, There they are
Kept In A storeroom, where each operative
makeés requisition to sult her needs, taking
& bundle at s time contalning a certaln
number of dozen pleces. Then with their

GIRLE ASSEMBLING SHOE HERLS
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ewift-runniug machines drive
Ity they fashlon
Each operative ls employed on but

The soft shirts

other fabrics
finishing department.
By a svcret process they are laundered, then
Some bave nothing to do but sew on who put them through
oaly button-
holes and others devote the| f the process cach garment I8 nicely pol-
shed and put up ready to place on sale.

Some of the operatives do very fine work

The embryc garment (s t sews on 3,600
made and buttons put

It seems quite simp good operative

BY MILLIONS
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lowance, of course, for the difference lu the
garments. There is the sawme subdivislon
of the work throughout and the same gen-
vral conditions.

All the operatives are pald by the dozen
pleces, The more expert earn from $12 to
$15 weekly, the others from $10 down to
$6. Some who began learping the trade six
months ago in one of the factorivs just
started then, and baviog not the slightest
previous knowledge of the business, nie now
varnlog $12 weckly, with the opportunity of
makiog still more as their expertnogs -
oremges, There Is a constunt and ever-in-
creasing demand for operatives who can do
good work.

That the girls do not find thelr work too
irksome Is attested by thelr happy, smiling
faces,

Giris as Shoemnkers,

In the manufacture of shoes the girls
find employment also. Most of them learn
rapidly and command good pay for the kind
of work they do. The various machines
ure 48 nearly automatic as human Ingenulty
cian make them and though each requires an
attendant, there is but lHttle aorual manusl
labor to be done by the operative,

The various parts of the shoes, such as
uppers, lusoles, soles and heels, come Lo the
fuctory readymade and the work remaining
to be done |5 In the assembling and finish-
lug.  The uppers are lined with cloth, then
welted to the insoles by a machine. The
outside soles are put om and go through
Several finishing processes. The shoe KOs
from the welting machine to the heeler. o
marvelous little machine which drives in
the nails accurately and substantinlly by
the dozens every minute. There yel re
maln a few small details to be finished on
varlous machines, the Insertion of eyelets,
for instance, all of which is aveomplished o
& mantder calculated to muake an old-time
shoemaker throw up his hands in despalr

The girls who once learn the trade thor
oughly seem well satisfied and are not anx-
lous to leave It for an uncertainty. One,
at least, of the “girl" employes has been
engaged in the shoemaking busioess for
twenty-five years or more. She commenced
when & young woman at $2.00 per week,
though now she receives good wages and
OWns two or three houses In the Ohlo
¢ity whero she was reared and lived many
years before comlng west. This property
brings In a neat rental every month, and
the “‘girl" |s absolutely indepondent, as
she has indiscriminately turned down every

proposal of marringe she over recy hved
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