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YOUNEY Avtralin My 1 18
clnl Carrespondence of The Rewe )
Pgring  my  travel In Australin
I have gone over it vhief rmiil
romd  wystem Every cvoluony hias
Ita own Foaids atdd e own methods of oan
nging them Farh has a different gauge
wnd passengers and  goods mist be often
trnnusferred In Quecnsiand the romds are
all 3 fewt 4 inches, In New South Wales
they are 4 feet 5% inches, while In South
Australia they nre O feet 3 Inches.  The
Parlinment of the new commonwealth ex
pects 1o take up this subilect and thers
will eventually be s standacdizing of all
the roilways. It Is thought that the 4 fee

% gouge will be adopted, though It may

boe n long time befors all the roads are
changed to 0Ot it

At present there are about 12,000 mlles
of rallways on the Australiun contloent

and a Vttle more than 15,0600 miles in Aus
tralin, Toasmanin and New Zealand., This 1s

sloners and control the vote of your em-
ployes?”’

UNOS was the reply. "Our laws provide
that we shall be absolutely froe during our
term  of  ollics The government cannot
dictate to us und the politlcians have noth-
Ing to sny We have our own staff of offf
clnls, whom we appoint, and no promotion
enn be made without our consent,. We havi
all told aboul 13,000 employes In this state
alone and we handle them without strikes
ar trouble, We are careful to do justies
and hold a court every other Wedn: silay, at
which discharged or punished employes can
nppenl to us If they have grievances, Thero
are many such appeals and about ooe-third
of them are aettled in favor of the men.”

"How about wages and hours of work?

“We adopt the elght-hour duy ns far as
possible replied Mr. Fehon, “aud we pay
nbout the same wages you pay In the Unlte!l

Statos. We pay fur more than they do i
Furops wnd our men are better tremted
than those of any rallroad 1 know. W

N

about one-twolith the udleage of the United
States, which has approximstely the same
uren and about sixteen times the popula-
ton,

The most of the Australiue rallroads ure
o the eastern slde of the cootinent, In-
deed, the bulk of the population lives east
of the long range of mountulns which ex-
tends from north to south w little back of
the eastern coast, embracing the greatest
part of the wealth of the country, Queens-
land at the northeast bas 2,800 miles of
ridilway; New South Wales, just below,
perhaps 2,900, and Victoria, which is smaller
than either, more thun 3,000 miles,

South Australis, with its enormous terri-
tory, has 1,500 miles, and northern Aus-
tralla, 0 country one-sixth the size of the
United States, has only 145 miles of rall-
roads. Its only line is a lttle narrow
Buuge running Inland from l'ort Darwin,
which was opened for trafllc wbout ten
Yours ngo, but which as yet fulls (o mect
s working expenses.

In Western Australin the rallronds are
fast growlng ‘Thot country I8 about one
fourth the size of ours, Including Alnska,
but it s largely desert.  Still It has wl-
remdy 1800 miles of ratlroad and s batlding

more.  Tasmanin hor 04 miles and New
Zealnpd, small as It 18, 2,267 miles,
Government Huns the Roads,

In nearly every state the government

owns the rallroads, There are a few pri-
vilte lines in Weslern Australin and you
find o stray wile or 8o here and there o
other colonles, but the bulk of the roads
belong to the government and are man-
uged by them. Each governmoent has had
Its own system and methods, some having
a slogle mwenager and others a board of
three commissioners,  which has entire
charge,

I have talked with & number of the com
missloiers. Here In Sydney 1 bhad a con
versation with Mr. W, H. Fehon, one of
the best konown  rallrond men of Aus-
tralusia. He has for years been one of the
three rallrond commissioners of New South
Wales and has been connected with rall-
roads and ratiroad bullding all his life. He
began as a clerk In raillway oflices in
Eogland at the age of 17. Laler on he
went Lo Cannda and from there came to
Australin. He was for years one of the
rallroad commissioners of Victoria and he
hus had to do with rallroads both under
governmental and  private management.

During our chut I asked him whether he

thought It advisable that the government
should control the rallroands, He replied:

“There I8 no doubt of it. It I8 now
twelve years sinee the rallvonds of this
colony were put Into the hands of the pres-
ent commissloners. The commissioners
were appointed for sevon years and were

given absolute contrel of the bullding and
management of the ratlroads. The results
have been so good that we were reap-
pointed at the close of our terms and are
holding ofMice today. We belleve that such
manngement is for the best Interests of
the people. We ave giving a better serv-
Ice than the private roads could do and n
cheaper one."”

Polities In the Rallroads,

"But how about the political end of the
machine, Mr. Fehon?" | asked. “lo not
the politiclans try to manage the commis-
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have a eivil sorvic
except for cause.”

“How about the profits?
roads pay ' 1 psked.

und no wan s removed

Do your rall

“Yes, It is our busipess 1o make them
pay. Our total earnlugs last year were
$15,000,000.  We have a debt  of  about
$100,000,000 for rallrond consirucilon, upon
which the colony pays 36 per eent.  We
are lncreasing the value of the property
evory year. We are studylng the country

and doing what we can to devel p business
along the varlous lines. We are pushing
out ronds Into the good territory, knowing
that settlement will soon follow and that
they will becomoe profitable. A part of our
business I8 to mweel deputations (rom the
various districts nnd to discuss the develop-
ment of trafl Such dlscusglons are
commercial Hoes, polliles being barred. The
only question as to the adoption of «

Elgantic undertaking. If the government
should tuke aver the rallroads it would
hawva oy an enormous amount for them
It could buy them by assessing them at
Lthelr mmerckl value according 1o the
dividends paid. This cculil be large Iy done
by chaniing government bonds for ratlrond
Bonds and the interest on the rallrond debt
hould come from the roads If they were
properly  handled

e of the grear objections 1o such a
cheme,' crtinued this Yovernment rall-
wny commisaton r wotlld Le that of polil-
leal  manngement The ronds would have
to be divorecd from politles nnd o ratiroad
civil gervice systom ostablished. The sys-
tem might be more economleally managed
thion now You could eut down your un-
profituable lines Parallvl ronds would be to
some extent ahollshed and you might save
In many vays. The problem s a blg one
and one which it would take years to set-
e You would neod for your commis-
Eloners men of the highest Iotegrity, of

great ability and of practical experlence.”

Mullronds In Quecnsbinond,

Another  prominect rcallroad man with
shoom | otalked on this subject 1s Mre. J.
i Thallon, who has (he contral of the

At piles of Queensland railronds. He s
the superivtendent and general manager of
the Quecnsland system anid as such 18 al-
auys bullding new lines, Sald he:

“As far us 1 can the government
cantrol of our rallways has been an ex-
cellent thing for the country. It has given
us profitable rollways, which would neverp
have been bullt by private poarties. Take
our Rockhkampton line, for instance. It
Loging at the const and goes 400 miles Lo
the westward, through a country thinly
populated. Thore are plices on that line
where you can ride 100 miles without see-
ng o town., Still, the land on both sldes
of the road Is avaliable for sheep It s
takern up Tor pastures and there are
hundreds  of thousands of sheep feeding
upon it Formerly It wos devoted to cattle,
but now that there I8 an outlet for the
wonl these big flocks have been introduced.
Towns are springing up along the lines
and in time the road will pay well.”

"How about the profit of your roads, M
Thallon?™" sald 1.

“They are just

S0,

now

heginning to pay. The
most of them now net 3 per cent on the
capital Invested We don't want a big
praofit, for It & our principle to put the
rates of frelght and passage o8 low as we
can to the people.  As we make more we
shall lower fares and increase wages. We
have about $00.000,000 already invested and
have more than 100 feet of rallway for
every famlily in the state. We have several
unprofitnble lines, but, you see¢, we nre n
new coutitry, and we have to bulld with
reference to our development, knowing that
the ronds will pay in the end.**

"Suppose you want n new rallroad,”” sald
I, "how do you go abont ft?"

“The propusition has first to bhe bhrought

before the state Parlinment,”” replied Mr
Thallon, “for that iz the only body that
can appropriate money or decide matteors

of such fmportance.  Our commission pro
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measure i8 as o whether it will be profit-
able for the rallroad and the people,'

Government Owns Street Cars,

“How about the street cars; | understund
you also control them'"

“That s true,” sald Mr. Fehon, “All
the tramways of this siate are under us
We have all told about sixty-six miles of
street rallrond, mostly here in Sydney and
in Newcastle, These are steam, electrice
cable and horse trams, We have recently
discarded steam for electricity on a part of
the Sydney system. We are uslng Amerl-
can machinery and Awmerlcan cars Al
prescnt our fares average ahout 1 penny
(2 cents) per mile, and we have the lines
divided Into sectlons of one and two miles
We carry school children at reduced rates.
There is sowe difference of opinion ns to
whether the street cars should be run by
the eltles or by the government, but we
think that the government control is the
best for the people.'

"Do you think the United States govern-
ment should own the rallroads?' 1 asked,

“Such a thing Is a possalbility,” replied
Commissioner Fehon, “although It s prob-
ably far In the future. You have the larg-
est rallway system of the world and any
change In |ts management would be a

IMIWNS,

poses the matter to the parllamentary rall-
way committee, and this committee dls-
cusses  the situatlon and sends out s
ugents to Investigante the cost and probable
profits. At the same time we make a
separate Investigution of our own, We go
over the proposed territory. surveying the

route and taking testimony as to the ad-
visubility of bullding the rond. We make
our report to the roilway committee and

through it to Purliiment It it approves
the construction of the road s in our hands

We buy all the mats elals, lay out the Hne
and manage it when it 1s completed.’

"Where do you get your muaterinls?! 1
askid

“Wherever we can buy thom the chonpost
8o far most of our supplles have come from
England, but we are now using quite a
number of American engines nnd other roll-
Ing stork. Many of the tles are of Auas-
trallnn hardwood, o variety  called tron
bark Is usually constdered the best. This
wood Is so hard that It will last from
twenty to thirty years or longer, We are
not trouhled much with the white ants
They will eat other kinds of wood, but will
generally let the ties alone.”

“Do you find the parrow
able?' 1 asked.

“Yes. Tt pays us better than the broad

Knuge profit-

guuge.  Our roads cost only about half as
mich  per mile w8 those of New  South
Wl und they do all the business re-
fuired

How about tramways?”

“We have the entire control of them in
Quecnslond,” said Mr. Thallon, “and we
make them pay, but they cause us more
trouble than the railronds. We are giving
on the average i two-mile ride tor 2 cents,
which s much cheaper than your H-cent
Fide in the Unlted States, We have a

number of electric tramways and are pur-
chasing our supplies for them from your
country.*

Faves nnd tommercinl Travelers

The Australlun rallways make good time,
From Molbourne to Sydney the distonge |s
GVE 1l nnd the trip seventeen
hourg, Including the chanee of ciars ot the
frontier  The ordinary farce for this Jour-
ney are $20 first-clase mml about o3
nnd-cluss. Al the rallpogds

requires

B

-
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Australia’s Peculiar System of State Managed Railways

the trunk and branches ar
sllver gray, which, undes
looks like clean and well polished Lones
A dead forest In Australin I8 a skel ton
foresat, it Is the deadest thing in nature,
Where the trecs have Leen cut down the
stumps are perfectly white, The logs Iying
on the ground are white and the surround
ings are those of

of a dazzling
the bright sun,

bone yacd
Pustures of Hnrling Doawns,

I wlsh I could show you some of the P
tures along this line from Brisbane to Syd-
ney, Take the Darling Downs for instance
These are prairies st the hendwaters of 4

brunch of the Darling river, and are s
bewutiful ns the best lands of the Mlsgis-
slppl  valley There are  about 4,000,000

neres In the Downs, o vart tract of mesdows
surrounded by low wooded mountaing. This
tract consists of green flolils as flat as o
floor, walled by wire fences, inclosing flocks
and herds of fat cattle and sheep, Some
times there are 2000 sheep (n one field and
single paddocks inclose humitreds of cattle
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HAWKSBURY RIVER BRIDGE--MADE BY

duction or passenger tickets sold in con-
nection with steamship tickets, so that
people coming into and going out of Aus-
tralia by sea should buy their tlckets of
the steamship agents,

There is also a 20 per econt reduction to
commercial travelers on account of the
large number who are always on the road.
The trade here I8 done by drumming, the

commercial travelers golbg from town to

town with their samples. The distances
are so groat that such men are often out
for six mouths at a time. They go to
the ends of the rallroads and then travel
from statlon 1o station and town to town
on horschack or by stage. Bome of them

take tents along and camp out on the way.
There are hotels at all the small towns, &

saloon and  hotel often being combined.
The hotels charge commercial travelers
2 a day. They have sample rooms for

them and give them every assistance.
From Hrisbune (o Syduey,

One of the most interesting rides 1 have |
had In Australin 18 from Brisbane to Syd-
ey, This takes you through the better
parts of the states of Quecnsland and New
South Wales. The road 1s good, and the
cars are about llke those of the United
States--Pullman cars being joined to the
train at the New Bouth Wales boupdary.
There I8 no checking system such as with
us, #lthough you are given a receipt for

your baggage, One hundred and twelve
pounds are allowed on first-class tickets,
and all above this must be paid for by
rate. [ rode firgt-class, The cars were

divided up Into compattments, with ecush-
toned benches running under the windows.

A curlous fenture s the drinking water
supply, It I8 lmpossible to get fee in most |
parts of Australla, and the cars do not |
carry the water tanks as in the [‘-nlh-d|
States. In place of them cach car has a
water bag two feet wide and a foot and a
half long, made of canvas. This s Alled
with water and hung to the roof of the |
rear end of the car. There I8 u splgot in
the bottom of the bag, and fasiened to |t
@ tin cup, The wind causes a rapld evap-
oratlon on the wet surface of the bag, and
this keeps the fluld within as cold as ice
whter.

Luncheons are served during twenty-
minute stops at one or two principal sta-
tions., Tho meals are lald out in the dining
rooms and served by girl walters, Each
or half a crown.

meal costs 62 conts,
Trees Shed Thele Harks,

The scenery in a ride llke this is worth
notlelng. A part of the way was through
mouttaing and rolling lunds used for grp:-
Ing. A part was through forests of uca
lyptus and other Australlan trees, The
leaves of the trees hang down as though in
mourning and the burk of most of them is
half off. Nearly all the trees of Australl:
shed their bark instead of thelr leaves
The leaves remwaln green all  the yoar
round, but the bark is the raggedest of Its
kind in pature. The old bark is black and
it hangs In long strips down the trunk of
the tree as though it were disheveled halr.
The new bark is white or silver gray, which
looks very pretty when the black has all
fallen off.

In some places you see groves of dead
trees. They bave been ringed with an ax
In jrder to kill them for clearing. Such a
tree loses its leaves, Ite bark fulls off and |

AMERICANS.

Hire and there n ficld is cultivaied. Th
soil Is as black as that of the Nile valley,
und it shines like velvet under the sun
Now you pass a tract of 100 aores covered
with alfalfa, and now see the groen wheat
poking Its head through the black soll
Now you cross a stream where the water
hag cut deep Into the land. You cun se
that the soll i3 many feet thick, and that
It can be used for a generation without
fertilzation,

The farm buildings are fow,
are  one-story  cottnges  made of woad,
pidnted yelHow and roaofed with galvanized
iron.  There nre no big bank barns and no
furmhouses of any sfze. Wood Is expensive
Galvanizged iron is used largely for sheds,
and the houses huve big round galvanized
Iron water tanks on their porches to ecateh
the rain from the roofs. Many have gal-
vanlzed iron chimneys, and some few are
bullt entirely of thls matcrinl, imported
from England.

The

houses
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New Century Waists
No. 21- Price $5.00.
0. K. Scofield Cloak and Suit Co.

This handsome washable summer walst
18 mude of white ¢hina silk of fine quality

with white wvalenciennes luce Insertion,
Bend us mosne ¥ order for 500 and siate
bust measure wanted, If not in stock it
will be made for you,

A\ MORD ARBOLT sUITS,

Take advantage of the cheap rates to
Omihn this month and xee what fine BLy~
lish, handsomely thllored sults we can sell
you ut §lh—at $20-—-ut $2—at £—or more

ALBATROSS BUITS are now Very sty-

llsh, We have them in
shades— ot $20, $25, 10

DRESS SKIRTS—1n w0l or sllk—are very
desirable  for  warm  wedather  wear, A

muost  desirable

glance through our stock will convinee y u
that this I& the place to make _\ull‘I‘ 1?1::“
chases,
.SCOFIELD
CLOAKZ SUITCO,
Exclusive Dealers in Furs and Luadjes
Ready-to-Wear Outer Garments.

1510 DOVGLAS STREET, OMAHA, NEI,




