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CHRISTCHU ICH, New  Zoealund, March
14, 1901 —(8pecinl Correapondence of The
Bee. ) How would  you like to mest n
bird nn tall as o giralfe, which Iays egirs
as blg a8 u pumpkin? You can sve the
Image of one at Christechurch, Now Zon
Innd, You can mee a baker's dosen of

skeletons showing the glgantle monater in
the different stages of ite growth, and he

hind glass you can swoe some of the real
vegs lald by It a eenlury or imore ago,
when It trod the soll of this country. |
refer to the great mown, supposed to be the

THE KIWI, Ol WINGLESS

biggest blrd ever cremted 1 st down
before the model of It In Christchurch,
Now Zealand, and made some  potes de
seribiug it s tndl an o bivd stands on
the Aoor s Just as high os my hetd and @

ahkle Is as big around as my calf, s
glgantle body, coverod with gray feathers
might have been modelod out of o smull
haystack, and It tall, thin  neek s
stretched so high wbove lin broast thist the
whole could not possibly be sgueezcd into

the aviruge parlor, It has no wings, but
s Jegs are as strong hs those of & cam 1,

and 1t looks gulte an big It feel have
claws much ke those of o turkey save
that they are enormons in slze und each a
foot long.

[ doubt  not the origingl could  have
stamped out the Hife of a man ol one blow
Beslde one of the mon skeletons was plaged
the skeleton of an ordinary man, the head
of the bird rising at least clght foct above
the skull of the man, The bones were real
boues found In this part of New Zenland;
they are Joined together by wires.

The first honea of the moa wire discovered
about sixty years ngo., The blrd existed In
Noew Zealand within a very recent period
and there are Maoris who will tell you that
thelr forefathers hunted it.  ‘The probabil
iy, however, Is that it antedates the ad
venl of the Mporls, but there Is no doubt
thot It was once eaten (o great numbers
for in the old ovens which have been ex-

cavated quantities of cooked mon bonos
have been found., But as to whon (hat
e was and who the moa hunters were
no opoe knows

Figun nn Big ns Foot Balls,

The moa cggs were onch about a foot
long. Oue was found some yeurs ago by o
man when digging the foundation of a
house Ho had gone down several foct

when he onme upon the skeloton of a4 man
in A sitting posture, The ceg was held in
the man's bony fngers In such 4 manner
asn o bring I imme Uiately opposite his
mouth, and ! is suppos d that 1t was placed
there with the blea that the ghost of the
dead would have sometbing to eat during
the Intervals of his long slerp. There wero
i stone spear and an ax by the slle of the
man, showing that he was probably a war-
rior, and his skull bore evidence of haviog
recelved sevoral ha 0 knocks, probably on
the battleneld The vgg wias ten inches
long and seven loches o ddameter and its
shell was al out as thick as a wilver 20-coni
plece e inslde was perfoctly enply, hat
whether thine or the dead native bad sueked
out the contents the records do not say
Wingless Nirds of New Zealand,

The mon was wingless It secems Lo
have boen o wlant edition of seme of the
stranige birds Now Zealand hoas now, There
wre wingless birds in New Zealand not
larger than good-sized chiekens. whi b are
moax In minlature 1 refer to the Kiwls

THE ILLUSTRATED

Found
New Zealand

some of which I bave seen here at Christ-
church The kiwls have hairlike feathers
of somewhat the color of & quall., ‘They
huve long bllls, sharp st the polnt, with
whith they can bore down Into the mud
for worms, and thelr legs are much lke
those of the moa.

I have hud several of them 6 my haods,
and, by feeling carefully, 1 can discover
what seems like a lttle lump on each side
where the wing ought to be, Otherwlse

than this no wings are perceptible.
The kiwl Is a night bird.
here,

At the college

where | saw them, the birds were

BIRD OF NEW ZEALAND

penned up like chiekens aod had o be
brought out of the coop for me to examine
them, They seemed almost hlinded by the
light and ran about this way and that In
npparent terror. The birds are now giow-
g very scarce In New Zonland.  The
Muotls are fond of them for food, and thelr
alins are highly prized as dressesa for the
chiels They are now unly to be found in
the dense beds of ferns which cover parts
of New Zoaland It s very difficult to
cateh them, for they lcok much ke the
dead fern leaves, and they take refuge in
crevices in the rocks and in deep holes
which they excavate in the ground for thelr
nesis,

One of the most curlous things about the
kiwl is the slze of Its ege. It I almost as
g as the bird itself, belng of & creamy
white color, as smooth and as gloasy as
Ivary. The kiwl I8 rapldiy belng exter-
minatad, The dogs hunt |t In the thicket,
and It Is now rare that you find one out-
slde the musrums
‘The Sheep-Enting Parrot.

There I8 another bird In New Zealand
which s quite as curlous as the kiwl,
This Is the kea parrot, which eats sheep,
fuslening Ity claws Into the wool of the
back  and digging out the cholee bite of
Nesh Thousands of sheep have been de-
stroyed by this bird, the loss from them
belng ®0 great that the government once
offered a reward of 75 conts a head, when
Ws many as 16,000 keas were killed in n
VOeAr The kea has aristocratie tastes. It
not care for any part of the sheep
vacept the kldneys and the fat which sur-
rounds  1them Through several genera-
tiens of birds It has learned by Instinet or
traditlon- whether birds  talk or not 1
cannot just where the kldneys lie in
the sheep's anntomy. I am told that It
strikes the right spot every time, and that
It bores a hole into the side of the sheep
righ

s
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over the kldneys, boring a hole in
with its bl ns smooth as though the fesh
Wis cut round with a koife The kea
s out the klilneys and the fat, and then

leaves the sheep, which, of course, dles,
There nre different theories us to how the
kens acquired this taste for the finest of
mutton.  They had had nothing but berries
and  insects antll sheep were tntroduced
Then they began to plek the meat from
the sheep skinsg hung up to dry Later on
they attacked the live sheep, and after n
thwe, having discovered just where the kid-
neys were, devoted thelr lnbors to no other
part There 18 no doubt of the fact that
they take only the kidneys, and that every
kea knows just where to strike n sheep
the frst time. Whether the birds talk to
ane another or not 1 do not know, but they
certninly seem to work quite as intelll-
gently as though they had language
Anture's Freaks In New Zenland,
These are, however, but a few of the
freaks which Dame Nature has created In

this out-of-the-way part of the world
There are others so strange that I hesitais
to mention them. This Is, you know, Lhe
land of the marsuplale, or pouch-bearing
anlmals. You have all heard of the kanga-
roos who have a bag attached to the out
side of thelr bellies In which they carry
their young, There are not many such 'n
New Zealand. They are rather to be founl
in Australla New Zealand, however, has
marsuplal rats, and | saw at the college
here in Christchurch a mouse npot much
larger than a good-slzed cricket which had
a pouch on its belly In which it carried jis
young. This mouse {8 perhaps the smalled
marsuplal known. It is a part of the biolog
leal collection of the college museum ot
Christechureh, and was shown me by Prof
Marriner, the chief biologist, Another thing
he showed me was a llve lzard which he
says I8 n descendant of o family of three
eyed llzards. This lizgard Is eapecially pu-
tling to the sclentists Just now In th
center of the head 18 a third eye, which
clearly visible through the skin of th
young aonimal, but which becomes thickly
covered when |t reaches maturity Prof
Marriner says there Is Httle doubt but that
this eye was onece used. The lzard he
showed me Is about a foot long and, |
should say, two Inches in dinmeter about
the walst,

I like the black swans of New Zealund
They are ta be seen in all parts of th
Island, and you can shoot them anywhere
nlong the lnkes, They are even more boau
tiful than the white swang, thelr feathers
lonking ke black velvet plush a8 they siil
nlong the waters,

Vegetable Cnterplllnrs.

The curlosities of vegetable Ife are qulte
as wonderful as those of animal life. O
of the strangest s what is known as th
vegelable caterplllar This looks like
perfect eaterpillar with a stem growing <ut
of its head. The caterpiilar Hiself is abou!
two Inches In length. When it & full grown
the sprout comes out and takes rcot amd
grows into a vigorous plant about elght
inches high, with a single stem, but vo leaf
Some eay that the caterpillar is a real live
caterpillar, but this I am inclined to doubt
Tho only ones I have seen are the plants
when they have been dried after being
taken out of the ground.

I might nlso speak of New Zealand flax,
un sort of flag which grows In many parts
of the country and which I= now being
harvested largely for export. This flig
has a fiber which makes a cloth as boau |
ful as silk. The Japanese are now oxperd
menting with It and it may eventually he
wne of the great products of the country. 1

have smeen It growing In many places on
this island and am told that thousands of
tons are annually exported The fiber

looks somewhat llke Philippine hemp.
Land Which Grows Turpentine,

Have you ever heard of the kauwl gum? It
is n solldified turpentine or resin which s
found In great chunks on the top of the
ground and below the surface in the north-
ern Island of New Zealand, The lumps are
from the size of A walnut to that of a man's
head, and single pleces have been found
welghing as much as 100 pounds. This gum
Is often as clear as mmber, varying greatly
in color. Scemetimes it Is a rich yellow,
sometimes brown, and someilmes just the
color of champagne It I used ns a sub
stitute for amber In cigar holders and
pipes, but the most of It is sold to manu-
facturers of varniah. It I8 by no means a
chenp article and the annual exports of it
nmount to several millions of dellars. In
1898 not quite 10,000 tops were exported,
the total value of which was in the nelgh-
borhood of $3,000,000, Altogether sin e
1858 more than $456.000000 worth of this
gum has been gotten oul, amounting in 1l
io about 200,000 tous.

Among the Gom Diguers,

There are now about 7,000 men going
over the country wilh spears and pl-ks
looking for this gum. They drive their
spears down Into the earth and when they
find a plece dig It out. The gum lies within
a lmited area. It is mined on about 700,-
000 aeres north of Auckland City and south
and east of Auckland on about §0,000
ncres more, Part of this Is government
land, upon which the right to Jdig the gum
is sold at from $5 to $35 per annum. Other
paris are private property

Many of the gum diggers are Austrians,
some Maorls and some Engllsh-Austra-
Hans, They go out into the gum flelds
and eamp in groups of iwenty to thirty
Many of them work for themselves, some
making as much ax $25 0 week at i, There
ure men In the elfles who deal in nothing
vlse, the kaurl gum exporters being among
the chlef busipess men of Auckland

This gum comes from the Koauri pine, o
tree which s often 170 feet high and twelve
feet thick The kaurl s about the best
timber of New Zealand, and It 18 largely
usged in tullding and furniture making. ‘The
gum s the romalns of the great forests of
the past which have rotted away, leaving
this imperishable resin Some of the trees
are barked for their gum, llke our turpen-

tine trees of the southern states. The
most, however, still com 8 from the Jeposits
In the swamps

Among the Mnoris,

It I= wonderful how few Maooris you see
in traveling hrough N w Zealand Th
atoriginul New Zedlander is fas! passing
awny, There are now about 40 000 jeft
They are scattered over the coun'ry In
colonies, having thelr own rescrvations
and their own villages They are repre-
sented in Parllament by four members. and
they are Ilnrgely governed by thelr chie's
nithough subject to the laws of the coun-
try I saw many of them In the North
Island. The better class dress In BEuropean
clothes, both men and women affocting
bright colors

The men have

magnificent physiques

BEE.

SHEEP-EATING PARROT

They are blg, broad-shouldered, heavy-
weights, with stroug necks, big hands and
blg feet,  They have chocolate brown com-
plexions, high check  bones, with noses
more ke those of the Anglo-Saxon than
ho American Indian, Nearly all of the
men speak English. They are inofensive
unl even when drunk do not ralse as much
trouble &8s our American nborigines.

I rather like the Maori women. They
are not especinlly good lcoking, but they
secm well dispored, genlal and pleasint

Some of the younger ones are almost beau-
tiful, At least, they would be were it not
for thelr custom of taitooing cashmere
shawl patterns on their chins and Hps
The tattooing turns the cherry red of thelr
lipg to the blackness of ink. In fact, 1|
would as soon think of kissing an ink bot-
tlo as one of these tutteoed Muorl maldens,

And, still, If you keep your eyes well
ralsed the experience might Lbe worth the
trial  Many of them have rosy complex-
lons, They have luxuriant halr, heavy
cyebrows and beautlful eyes, llgquld black
and full of soul Some of them are elean
and  nearly  all are  intelligent. 'I'lll-ll'l
Lenuly, however, vanlshes aith years. They
age  rapldly. until thelr faces look l|h|-|
withered apples. pupctured with Ink spo B
Lund of the Tattoo,

The Maorls understand the sclence of |
tat tonling I the past both men and
womee covered not only their faces but the
greéater part of thelr bodies with such
decorations. The grand chlefs had their
faces covered with ornamental spirals.
They were tattooed on the thighs and hips
in & Dolly Varden paitern, which often ex-
tended from the knees to the walst, glving
his royal nibs the appearance of haviog on
u pair of peat-fitting trunks,

The women then, as now, were tattooed
chlefly on the hips and chin, with a sort of
fish-hook curl at the corners of the eyes.
Bome of the women had also thelr thighs |
and breasts decorated, but I belleve this
custom has silnce disappeared. The tattoo-
Ing Instrument was a small bone chisel,
which was driven In with a mallet. The
pain was so great that it could enly be
dope In sections, a complete job often last-
Ing for years.

When the English first came here the |
Maoris were cannibala. Now they are||
nearly all Christlans, They have their

own churches and schools, and the most of
them believe In our religion. As to cannl-
balism, It was qulte general. The tribes
warred with one aoother, and after a bat-
tle there was always a feast
flesh, in which

of human
the women were not al-
lowed to join, It was a disgrace to o moau |
to be eaten, and for one to hint that =&
man's futher had been enten was tuken as
an insult,

I have before me a paper which tells jurt

how one of thesge cannibal feagts was con
ductdd,  One corpse was sacrificed to the
god of war and the remainder were glven

up tiothe braves who had taken part in the
battle. The cooking ovens were dug out of
the earth. The human flesh was thrown in
and kept there for about twenty-four hours
Whion it wis roas ed (he chlef had the first
bite, then his sons and then the whole
army. The eating was interspersed with
sngimg and dupncing and all gorgel them
selves to such an extent that many died at
vvery hanquet,  After the feast was over the
remains weore packed up In baskets and sent
aronm! to the neilghboring tribes. If they
wore aeeepted the tribes were supposed to
have made a tréaty of friendship with the
senders and to be ready to fight with them
thereafier

The Maoris had a far higher grade of clv.
Hzatlon thao our American Indlans. They
had a soclety of thelr own, the people of
each tribe being divided up Into classes con- l
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sisting of priests, chiefs, a middle cluss,
lower classes and slaves. They had their
own customs of war and were so noled for
thelr bravery that it Is doubtful whetler
the Englisk could have gained a foothold on
the island without great loss of 1ife had it
not been tor thelr dizssenslons among them-
nelves,

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Spring
Dress
Skirts

FOR SALE BY

0. K. Scofield Cloak & Suit Co.

Noo 1-Mude of bluck cheviot, with griud
uated founce, fnlshed with  six  nufrow
tucks, ns shown In ocut, percaline lined,
| price §7.70

Now 2-Phin ek taffeta sk =kirt, g
unted flounce, trimmed with self ruchings
ar shown In cut, percaline Hned, price $0.55

N, $=Albover tucked block tnfetn =ik
ekirt, with pladn gradunted  founes, trim
med with =clf ruchings, us shown UL
perealine Howed, price $15.00

We have other taffeta skirts ot 814, $10
$16.00, 815, 820, 825, and better, Ineluding ol
gunt crenthons of tufMeta, lace and chiffon
ranging rrom $0 to §5 We also have wouol

in

skirts ut o wide range of prices,
I living ot o distanes, write to us, Or-
ders by mudl Wil be BHed promptly and

ritisfuction guuranteed

A VISl to our newly remodeled salesrooms
will glve e opportunity ®ee the
many new styles wo are showing In sults
raglans, box conts, otons and
ments for ludies” wear which
the lowest prices pogsible

.SCOFIELD
CLOAK SUITCO,

Exclusive doalers in Lodivs’” Ready-to-Wenr
Chdtery Garments and Millinery
1510 DOLGLAN STREET, OMAHA,

you Lo

other gur-
we affer ut




