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THE

Mexico’s War
With the Yaquis

LFrom o Special Corrvaponident. )

HERMOSILLO, Mextco, April 1.-"Has it
eNer been held thar the war policy of the
United Btates government agalnst the fod
merly rebellious Apaches was Inhuman o1
HEWRErant bl

The question was substantilly the first
utternnee of Genoral Luis E. Torres, mil
ltary gosornar of the state of Sonora, o
the nteryview granted me on the subject of
Moxi denlings with the hostile Yaguis
af this svetion And there was somothing
In the wnes o the #pegker that suggestod
entiee conlidenee In the ground whereon,
oo el factor o the clompadgn agininst e
Indins in quwestlon, his  prnciples  wer
hinsoed It was this “something in th
spocclt and  gepernl Dewring of the Jdls
tingtishod Mexivan that, from the begin
ning, Impressed e for mwote than did his
exiulted rank o amd ddgnithed peesenes The
absolute uniguencss, however, of e gual
iy reforred o o n man of his warllke
cilling for o te renderod B8 exact bas
ture Iedeterminablh Then by degrees |
vikine 1o interpret ol ta approcinme it in
the bmplicit trusifuloess that at onee dom=
Inated Bis charaoter amd regquived o others
all thut It guve

In undertuking to Investigate the actual
facts connected  with  the pressnt Yagui
war, copverning which during the two yenrs
G s pirogress <o muny conflieting reports
have been publishod, @ had oceurred to me
that the fiest authority to consult was the
man under wh CRTTRR T AFTR Y silpiervision
the eamipulegn I= being comnduered Henee,

Iustead of moaking application through the
custamary channels for permission to en
ter the hestile Yagqui country, 1 proveeded
direct o the capital of Sonora amd applied
In person to Goncral Torres for the desiesd
privilege, together with a statement of his
own convictions on the subject of the re
el

I found the general at his beautiful home

in the suburbs of Hermosillo, to which he

cultivation that either have demanded, but
unlimited tervitory whereln  they might
pursue their savige tendencies without e
straint. The United States  goveroment
very early adopied the theory that  thers
waE absolutely no dependenie 1o be placed
In an Apache so Jong ax the least freedom

were allowed him. Aceordingly
round-up was innaguriated

ulive he

" |ll'l'5lhll'{ll
aid when tiwhoen

wits shut up on o viosely goarded
Fes rvation But even this policy proved
inefteetual, amd it was not untll o large
percentnge of the tribe were exterminated
nad the most refltactory of Its surviving
metmbers removed to taraway Florida that
peace and progress in the former Apuache
ountry wos established.  Had the Mexican

government been disposed, ot the outstart,
to adopt like measures in s dealings with
the Yaquis, the tribe would long ogo have
bttt thoroughly under control.

“Hut,” 1ointerposed, “is it not true that
in the present war you are pursulng n slmi-
bar course with the Yaquis?"'

“Precisely,” was the trank rejoinder, *“And
It wus in Justification of this policy that 1
lave cited the precedent cstablished by the
United States government. The only differ-

eniee in the two circumstances les in the
liteness on our part in resorting to such
drastiv methods  with  the Indians, For

yeurs we were hmpelled, In the face of the
most tryving discouragements, to hope for u
better solution of the Yagqul problem. Our
policy was to socord the Indipns, from the
oulstart, every privilege enjoyed by the
averuge citizen of Mexico, In the belief that
siuch a course would in time create of him a
valuable factor in the permanent settiloment
of the vountry, To this end he was allowed
to ronm ut will throughout the entire north-
west territory.  If he chose to work for oth-

ers, the great haclendas offered him no lack
of employment, while, If more Independently
disposed, he was given the preference ol
whatever public

settling on lands  best
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had just returned after un arduous trip luto
the henrt the Indian country. Notwith-
stnnding his evident physical exhaustion, hi
reeelved me with customary Mexican hos
phialily, assuring me that his house wns al
my disposal so long as 1 chose 1o remain,

i

an assuranee which the kindly look in lWis
frank eyes In no sense belled, And cor-
tainly no prospect could bave been more

delightful than a protracted sojourn in the
languorous attmesphere of his semi-tropleal
retropt However, there was no other way
than to put de all such allurements, for
the brief iuterval 1 spent at Hermoslllo was

{15

vutirely occupled  with the interview ac-
corded me

Por fifteen yems," continued the general,
ifor the slight pouse following upon the

Incontrovertible guestion with which bhe had
prefixed his statvment, "I have been, In
one capachty or another, dentified with the
task of civillzing the Yogquis. And  for
twelve of those yvenrs, characterized though
they were by repeated outhreaks on the
part of the Indiuns, 1 never once gave over
the hope and belief that 1T would live to see
the day when they would constitute a
powerful element tn the population of Son-
ora.  Throughout thig interval the varlous
tradte of the Tnddian character have been my

el sest wiudy. 1 have seen tribe after tribe
I the wdjoliing United Stntes take to the
wirpath for ddentlenlly the same reasons
i those that have Influenced the Yaquis,
nomely, a gonernl antipathy for clvilizatlon
In its gvery form. There are no two natupes
more similar than those of the Yaqul and
Apdache, It I8 not land for the purpose of

sulted his fancy. The result was that a
larger portion of the tribe located them-
Belves fn the Rle Yaqul distriet, a remole
but exceedingly fertile sectlon In the south-
castern part of the state. Here they lived
ufter the manner of the average uncivilized
Indian, depending on game and the very
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ihal dmount ol velu Ghey coud raise ot
abl eXIslebiv e, o b, b LBUUURBILY Culh

pelled 1, some o voe e wouid  proveed
W other  parts i te o stidle,  whern
ey  Wwolid  work  or o saore wolle,
LY (1Y) reLurn Uguin (1] Ll

whidel e sas Fottome, tnere o bse g divtivss,
su long as tneu
Puealva
BUN L i

il nings wouad perait.
cHuris were mide Uy the Mexical
W diduce Lhe dbndiians o culil-
Yl Pl tands of which they mad posscssed
Ihvinseives, but without wvarl,  And not
ouly did they resent every such etort o
ward thewr own development, but Hkew sy
Opposed e puprovement and cultivation
OL iny part of the countiry in thelr viciuily.
LOEIr uppesition, moreover, wins uot i L
nature ol mere protest, but of the massacre
and rovvery of all who dared violute their
BUrlrous principics Fhis violent perver
sily on the part of the Yoaguis is the direct
cause of all the bivody warfure that  for
yuars bas bevn waged in the rural districis
of Bonora.

“It bas been stated thut the Yaquis are
flighting for thelr lands, which s an error,

e

The Yuguls thivk potbing of the country
for what it will produce. It is the advane:
of clvilization they are Hghting. lo behail

of the Mexicun government 1 have repeat-
edly muade specinl sllotments of agricultural
ldnd to these lodisops, aud furplshed thew
with abundant corn und wheat for plantiog
purposes.  The latter, however, they would
almost invariably trede for mescal, their
fuvorite liguor, or else cal outright, with
the result thut none of the laud sssigned
lo them bas been, to any extent, cultivated,
Such a thing will pever be when a Yayui
will come to me and say, ‘I bave cultivated
all the land you bave given me and have
need of more,” but what he will reculve
all thut he way require. But such thrifu-
ness s entirely foreign to the Yagui el
acter, and the wost serious complaint b
has ever ralsed 18 that the while settlers
are destroying the mesquite trees! It is
these mesguite trees that constitute, Lo so
great an extent, his wilderness retreat, apd
they cover the most fertile public
In the state.”

“What specific trouble led to the present
war,” 1 Inguired.

“It was the bullding of the greal irriga-

luuds

-
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thon caval which has s source o the Rio
Yagul,” staled the geoceral, “At the cluse
ol the last Yagul war, in 1547, the Indlaus
were allotted seven pusblos, represcating
something lke LE,000 acres of cholve land
in the vallvy of the Hio Yagui. A portion
of Lhis land, bowever, lles tuo high for frri-
gution from the river direct, and was 1here
lore coipuratively unproducilve. To ren
uer this imod availlable tur agricultural pur

poses, Lhe Mexican government shordy
diterward goave an Ameriean company o
Clicossion Lo run a vapal trom the Rio

Yugui into the country to the southward,
under the condition that it sbould be 8o
consiructed ns 1o turnish wuler 10 such por
Loy of the lodian lands as could not oth
erwise be drrigated.  But alter the work
biad progressed to a conslderable vxtent the
old spirit of rebellivusnvss on Lthe part of
the Iudinns ageinst the cooroachments of
viviileation again prevailed, and withou!
the sllghtest warning they fell o murder-
Ing every white settler they could find in
the region. This act on the part of the
Yaquis was the bitterest disappolntmept of
my e, for It destroyed all my hopes of
ever belug able to resolve them luto a
penceful, progressive communolty. It was
then that 1 felt compellod roecomend
to the Mexican government that the tribe
b entirely (smembered To  effectunlly
uccomplish this it was necessary to deport
the prisoucrs us fast us they were captured
10 parts of the republica sulelently remote
to fusure their inability to retura. It has
Leen stated chat these captives were sent
1o Yucatan, which s absurdly erroneous, s
thut distriot 15 Hkewiee infested with rebel-
lHous Indians. Sueh Yagqul prisoners as |1
hiave thus far had sent out of the country
woere mos'ly taken to the siate of Jalisco,
one of the most beautiful sectlons of Mex
o, where rencwoed endenavors aupe belng
tinde toward their civilization."

“"How

tmny Indinns do you estimale are
now on the warpath?' 1 asked,

"That s diiMcult to determine,” gnswered
the general I my belief, nowever,
that thelr number bas been reduced to not
more than S00, amd these o oo are broken
ape inte numerous marauding bands Bo-
slldes, their numbers Ductoate, for at times
members of the hostile faction will leave

s
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the mountuins, and, passing themselves v
ns pesceable Indians, proceed to the haed-
vodias and secure work. Then with the
procecds of thelr labor they will purchase
ammuvnition and return to the hostile coun-

try.  Thus, it will be seen that the Indlan
problem here In Bonora Is a4 very intricate
one.  The very mozo who serves my table
todiny may, o week hence, be lying in wm-
bush for me smong the hills, while the
Durse who attends my household |8 perhaps
using her wages to supply  the  warring
Indinns with earirideges.”

“When the present war s ut an end, will
the surviving Indians be allowed to reo
cupy the valley of the Rio Yaquli?™ 1 in-
uired.

“Not as n iribe,t
perietee has
distreivts will

wil the response, “Ex
demonstrated that the rural
never e sife 8o long ns the
Yuguls wre permibtted to band  themselves
together. There are nlways distorbing ol

ments among then, whose intinence might
" precipitate another outbreak
Ihie Yoqub s nturally of an incendianry dis

position and it takes Hitle hiin
hunger  for  destraetlveness have
chideivored  Tor years (o rectify Len-
deney o viclousuess, ‘bt no  avall,
When the misslonory  priests who went
among them attompted to preach industry
wnd pence, their imfluence with the Indians
was thereeforth irvelrievably lost On the
other hiond, they wonld Hsten with eager
Ners the volce of an  lusurrectionary
wphrit For this reason It will be my
future polley 0 keep the Indiang apart
Althovgh obliged to resort, In o measure,
to deportation, 1 nm not in fuver of ear-
ryving [t to extremes.  With all his Incor-
rigibleness, 1 still hayve hopes  for  the
Yaqul, and will yer ellminaie bis viclous
tendenvivs And of this, I assure you,"
concluded  the general, with snuictakable
sincerity in his tones, “notwith anding the
sevming barshoess of the measures 1 have
boen foreed to employ In effectually crush-
Ing his spirit of robelliousnoss, T have n far
Heeper interest in the welfare of the Yaqul
than any of those who, without the least
knowledge of hig true character;, are scek-
g to uphold and eocournge bim In his
erusade against eivillzation.”
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