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Wage s and Work

In

tgpsright, e, by Frank G Carpenter.)
WELLINGTUN, New Zoaland, Feh, 27
(HBpecinl Correspondence of The Boo,)y—1 had

lost mywelf In Auckland, 1 had been visit-
Ing Mr. Frank Diliongham, our American
venaul, who Hves in coe of the suburhbs
under the shadow of Mount Eden, apd bad

whinrted bock on fool when 1| met
dressedd, rosy-dheehed
Iaking young man and
me 1o Lthe 8tar hotel

n Comrae i)"
birtght seyed, healthy
anked Bim (o direct

I am going that way,” suid be, “and, if
you will willk with me, | will show you,®
Hoowe o went nlong together

How are times hereo ™ anid 1

Viery pood Wik the reply We all
v plenty of work and we get enough 4
kKevp s from starving

What is your business?” | asked

"I belong to the streot-olonnlng hirignd:
I have a Job with the olty ‘and 1 Karl
Wiltings tulout $2) per day.’

What hours Jdo you work *"

OB with oa lnugh, “my hours are nol
bk No one here works more than forty
eleht hours o week We put In enough
time on the st five days so that we can
have o half holiday Saturday, We street
clenners huve o woft thing. We have only
four hours' work on Saturday Woe beoin

nt 4 o'clock in the
by §
for aurselves

“Thit how nboul wiges on Saturday 7"’

“The wages are just the snme as for the
other diyn. 1 suppose | should sy | met
I8 whillings (812) per week Instend of &
shillings o day,"

Thin vonversation glves you some
work uwnd woges In New Zeanland
the land of the elght-hout day wnd the
woeekly halt hollduy far as the men
voncerned the lnws do not fix the num
ber of hours. but forty -clght working hours
W othe usuil week of the laboring mun and
avery peivon hias his weekly half holiday.

morning and get throuh

so thit wo really have the whole day
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Whoere there Is no woekly arrangement the
day Ingts for elght hours and when men are
cmployed by the week they plece out thoe
eight-hour day by working overtime, so as
to give them only four or five hours oo
HSuturday or somo othor day of the week.
All government cmployos put in forty-elght
hours a week.,  The various trades unlons
fix this as thelr time and at present the
only people who work looger nre the men
on the farms and the clorks In the stores
There nwre o few trades which necessarily
regulre some overtime, but, as & rule, the
unlons eqguilize this and the law steps In
wnd supports the unlons o thele rules.
ICowas recently dectded tnoo trouble b

tween the employers and the shoemakers
of Auckland that forty-elght hours must be
consldered u full week's work, and that no
shovmuaker should be pald less than 20 conts
an  hour, The Auvckland butehers Hmit
thely Inbor to sixty-one hours, but they tuke
off nine hours of that time for meals, so
thut the woeek's work s forty-eight hours
The wages of the different classes of buteh

ers are Nxed by jaw and the employer who
breaks the lnw will be fined not to ex
coed $00,

I have before me some declslons of the
Eovernment boards of conciliation and
wrbltration regulating such matters, In all

of them the unlon rules as to time are up-
held and an hour rate of from 25 to 50 per
cent higher than the reguinr wages b
charged for all overtime

Weekiy HMald Holldnay,
The weekly half hollday s compulsory
The day I8 usually fNxed by the  loenl

puthorities and the factory or merchant who
keeps his store open is fined for doing so,
even I he dismisses his employes.  If the
merchant keeps his clerks he 18 fined for
that, I see o record of o man In Foxton
who employed two boys under I8 years of
nge on Saturday afternoon & few monihs
ngo, He was called up by the court and
heavily fined, Another man employed @
carter to work on u half hollday. He pald
about $6 and costs. The saloonlsts here

New Zealand

ratehed the country as with n fne
tooth vomb for pretty girls to act as bar-

hive »

malda.  The law provides that every bar-
mnkl must be given her half hollday once
. werk  or the saloonist pays $26. It Is

the same with all clusses of clerks and it ia

the same In the factories

The guestion of the day on which the
people are to take their weekly vacation s
usunily settled by the municipnl suthorities

It i fixed in
tinues from

January of eanch yeur nnd con-

then until wome other day Is

tlon, with plenty of money in Its treasury,
resulting from assessments upon Its mem-
bhers throughout a period of years. As the
funds increased, the old members declded
that all new unlontets should pay an Inltin-
tlon fee somewhat proportionate to the
shars each would have In the assets of the
treasury. Thers were but few laboring
men who could do this, and the consequence
was that entrance to the unlon was diMm-
cult, Nevertheless, the unlon would not
permit non-union men to work, and, though
they could not handle all the work them
selves, they still protested agalnst the ship
owners employing outsiders The  ship
ownera could not stand this. They took on
extrn men and defled the unlon. The mem
bers of the unlon «truck, and through thel
relations with the other unlons brought

NEW ZEALAND WORKINGMEN

awppointed. In some towns I is
Wednesday, In some
muny Saturday. Saturday is the day usunlly
vhesen for the factorivs, even though the
sores in the sime town may close on an-
cther day If Baturday Is the day fixed
there are certnin classes of men, such as
grocers, butchers and murket men, who
way mect together and choose another day
for their regular holiday.,

This closing of the stores for one-balf
dny each week serlously disarranges the
work of the commercial travelers. The
merchants will not buy on a holiday nod
the salesmen have to regulate thelr trips
o s to skip the hollday towns on such
tays. The rallrond guldes publish the
numes of the towns, withh the days of th:
week aslde nus holldays opposite each
tewn

o

Tuesday,

MO Thursday and in

el

half holldays the streets are as de
werted on Sunday., There are erleke:
matches, golf meetings and  excursions
Mont of the people put on thelr hest clothes
and go to the purks, and the whole town
lukes & vacution Some go off into the
country, and you will now and then meet
n man on A tramp teip from Saturday to

L

Mondoy On such days the saloons are
usually open. They are not known as
Bnloons, but hotels, and you never expect
m hotel to shut up. As far o | can aee
howover, there I8 much less drinking ot
such times than you would expect, and
nothing Hke that of Saturday afternoons

in the cities of Scotland.

The clerks seldom work much more than
elght hours a day., 1 have gone along the
slregls at B o'clock In the morning and
found many of the stores still closed, Therv
Is also a proviso that merchants and banks
must cloge their places at 6 in the after
noons for two-thirds of each month, There
Is o penalty for dellvering goods on s half
holiday, and the Ilaw providea that the
clerks shall not be worked longer on ordl-
nary days to make up for thelr half hollday
Afthnt with Seereinry (or Labor.

It wan to ask some guestions about this
nand other labor matters that 1 ealled the
other day upon the Honorable Edward Tre
gear, ot the Labor department in Welling
ton New Zealand has a depoartment of
Inbor whieh raoke even with the other de-
partments of the government. It is on the
antne basls a8 the Treasury department snod
Agriculiurnl  depariment, and the seere-
tary for labor has ag much Influence in
Now Zenland as o ecabinet minister has n
the United States The present head of
the Labor depurtment is Mr, Tregear, He
bas been secoretary for labor for the past
decade, and has been one of the prime
movers in all of New Zeonlund's experi-
ments for the benefit of the laboring men.

It wos in b ofice at the department of
lubor that | met Mr. Tregear. He Is n
slender, bright-eyed, Intellectunl  looking
man about 40 years of age. He s a good
talker, especlally on the subjects pearest
his heart, namely, thoge conpnected with
the labor movements. During our conver-

Bation he told me that he was at the bot-
tom a soclalist, and that he belleved New
Zealund's efforts toward equalleing the

rights of man to be the beginning of a de-
velopment which would spread and which
would fn tlme better the soclal condition
of mankind

I askied Secretary Tregear how the Inbor-
ing men had come to get the upper hand in
New Zealand, He replied:

“It originated in a strike which failed
wns the last strike we had, and it was
more than seven years ago. At that time
the unlons controlled many branches of
trade and they were falrly well united
Among others there was a unlon which
handled all frelght at the wharves, called
the Marltime unlon. It was an old organiza.-

"THEY RUN THE CuL”
avoul o genvral sarike uli over Noew
zoalund, ‘Lhelr demands were unreasol-

abiv, and the sympathy of the people was
with the pou-unionists and the ship owns
ers. Men cawe Irom wll places to help the
ship owners, The fecling was Bo great
that even the clerks in the stores asked
for vacations, put on overalls and worked
for u time on the whuarves as common
Inborers, The unemployed were given
places, and the result was that the strikers
were terribly beaten and they Knew |t
Laborlng Men in Parlinment.

“They reconsidered the situation,” con-
tinted Mr. Tregear, “and declded that theip
only chance for a fair show o the future
wiis in electing workingmen to Parlinment.,
They at once began thelr campalgn, adopt-
Ing the rule that every candidate of the
workingman's party must be a workingmau,
They then argued the question of their
rights In the shops, on the streets and on
the stump, and us a result soon had enough
members In Parllament to hold the balance
of power. The people outslde the laboring
classes became interested in the struggle.
Publie sentiment changed. The people saw
there were two sides to the question, and
we now have a number of workingmen
members of Parlinment.”

“But do your workingmen representatives
stick Lo their class after they are elected
I nsked.

“In most cases they do,"" replied Mr. Tre-
gear, “but in some not. In the Intter In-
Blonces the workingman starts in enthusi
astically. He is all for labor and nothing
for capital, He I8 goon corrupted, however,
by his assoclation with the rich. The din-
ners and attentions of his wealthler Par-
Hamentary fellows turn his head. By the
cud ul the first svssion he has risen above
YWg cluss and chanues his worklug #uit for a
tweed sult, At the end of the pext session
you find him in a black broadcloth with a
tall hat, and thercafter he probably votea
with the capltalists. As a whole, however,
our workipgmen make fairly good repre-
sentatives.”

I asked as to the feeling between labor
and capital. Mr. Tregear replied

“1 think It s very good. As 1 told you,
we have pot had a strike for seven years,
and there are no Indications that we shall
have any In the future, The government
has enacted certaln factory laws and our
arbitration and conciliation acts remove the
possibilities of strikes."

"Give me some (dea of your factory laws,
Mr. Tregear,” safd 1.

“These laws regulate the bullding aund
management of the fuctories, They require
that the bulldings be well ventilnted und
that the machinery be so protected as (o
preserve the life and health of the em-
ployes, Every factory must have certain
sanltary arrangements It must be Kept
clean and must furnish fresh  drinking
water,

“As to the munagement of the factories,”
the secretary for labor went on, “we have
many laws to protect the workingmen, and
eapecinlly the untons. The factory law is
such that it includes nearly overy working-
man in the country, A factory s defined as
a place in which two or more persons are
working for hire at any trade or handicraft;
any such place comes under the factory
net and 48 subject to government inspecs
tion."

“And are all factories Inspected ? 1 asked,

“Hvery one of them,” replled Mr. Tre-
gear. “We have a chief Inspector and 163
local Inspectors, The country Is divided up
into districts and each 8 under the charge
of one of these Inspectors. By law the fac-
tories must be open to such Inspection at
any tlme of the day or night and their
managers must give all Information de-
sired as to the workmen or workwomen.

ILLUSTRATED BEE.

Every factor keeps a record of the age,
sex, character of the work, hours of work
llll'l wages of each of his employes and If
this is not In accordance with the laws the
Inspector will notify him of the fact and
prosecute him,
An 1o Momen and € hildren,
“"We have veip stringent laws
protection of women and children the
[uctories,” Mr, Tregear continued. Wi
have women lospoctors who go from face
tory to factory to investigaie the
of the womin, According to luw

for the

in

condition
0o WOkl

or oy can be employed for more that
forty-cight hours a woeek in o factory. No
boy under 14 or girl under 1% can work in
4 glass factory, nor can any girl under 6
¢ cmployed Iin oo orick or tile works or
uny place where pny drey grindiog in the
metal  trade of the dipping of lucifer
milches I golug on This Is ta protect
the health of the girl"

“Up to whiat age do you keep your chil
dren cut of the fuctorles?” 1 asked

“We do not allow any to b wmplosed
under 1 oand wli uids r 16 must Dave pissed
through the fourih grade of the publi
schools,  No woman, and no boy or gl
under 18, can be vingloyed for more han
four hours and a hal! without an Interyal
for meals. We piovide that ali the menls
shall be waken outside  the work routus
This 1s to prevent any work being done
furlng menl hours ™

“How about wages, Mr. Tiegear® Are
any of your peopl pald o orders on
stores?'”

“No, we have strict laws as (o such mal-
ters. The payment for lubor in goods Is
ilegal, In actions for wages, gools or
wrticles furnished by the employer or sup-

plied on his promises
forth as a set off, nor can h
hls elerks for things so bough:,
must be paid In money, and ot

be brought
tmployer sta
Waorkinen
Teast ones

‘annot

i month, If they so desin In absence ol
written  agreements  theose  engapged o
manual lubor must be pald weekly, and if
not so puld they can attach all money due

or thereafier to become due to the employver

on the work The wuges of thoee who res
celve less than $10 per week cannot be
touched for debt and where a4 man goes

bankrupt the woges of his clerks and work-
men for four months precoding o re prefer-
ential clatms cn the estate.”

I here asked Mr, Trogear to give me 8 me
Idea of wages in New Zealond, e handel
me o government roport, from shich T have
doduced the following

“Farm hands with board Lot from $12
$20 per month, and without bYoard from
to $L95 per day. Shepherds recelve from
200 to $850 per yenr, and shearers about

1o
s

NEW ZEALANIVS FAMOUS LABOR SEC

HETARY PHOTOGRAI'H
TO MR, CARPENTER.

PRESENTED

O cents per sheep. The she P sh
their unlon and regulate wages.

“Masonsg, bricklayers,
penters get  from $2 to #2 per day, and
plumbers  and palnters  abodt the snme.
Baddlers are pald from $1.75 14 $4.50, shoe-
makers from $1.50  to 3200, wid  valeh-
makers from $2 w $3."

As to common everyday laborers, they get
from $1.20 to $2.26 per day of eight hours.
Eugineers receive from $2 1o $4 per day,
tallors from §1.75 to $2.60, butchers from $3
Lo 88 por wieek and compositors from $10 to
$15 per wo K.

In dry gocds gtores clerks are pald from
$7.50 10 820 per week: wri cery clerks recelvs
from §7.00 to $15 per week pnd bakers abou!
the same. The wages vary in the different
provinces of New Zealand, the highest being
pald in the gold fields

The government hns
certain clnsses
one who works

nrers hnve

plustorers and ear-

o minimum wage for
Aceording to law every
in the fuctories must re.
celve something. 1t I8 impossible to retuln
an apprentice mercly for the privilege of
learniog & trade. Young people under 18
yours of age must be pald at least $1 per
week If they are girls and $1.25 o week It
they are boya, lrrespective of overtlme, and
by the factory act the pay for overtime
cannot be less than 12 cents an hour
Government Employment Hurenu,
The labor department has its cmployment
bureaus at Wellington and at 200 other
pluces, covering all parts of New Zealand,

At these burenus those who want work and
those who want workers register and the
Rovernment brings the two together. This
Is 80 not only as to factories but-ms to
domestic service and farm hands. From
these bureaus the government Eels many of
its employes for the publlc works and In
#ome cases it advances money to laborers
to take them to their new places of em-
ployment. In one year more than 2,000 men
obitained work through these bureaus and
of thls number more than 1,100 were

March 17, 1901,

muarrvied and with their familles
sented a population of almost 5000,

New Zealand does nll it can to prevent
Fwenting or house industry at starvation
wages, There ard lnws agalnst taking work

repre-

home from the factories, and the employer
who allows hi2 workmen to do 50 I8 sub
jeet to a penalty not to exceed $50, while
the workman bimself can be fined $25. Al
work done for factories outside the fa
torien by other parties must be recorded
and algo the names and addresses of U
pergons by whom sild work 18 done, to
getber with the amount pald for the gam
Any one who gete work from o factory i
not allowed to sublet it under peonlty of o
heavy fAng He must do the work himse

or have It done by his
premises

own workmen on his
A label at lenst two inches squi

st be put upon all goods made outside
the factorivs showing Just where the goods
were made and how, The fallure to amMy
suck lmbels is lHable (o o penalty as high ws

£30 for ench offense, and the
nfter hav been aMxed |e
$100 FRANK G

Revealed by a Letter

The hazard of an old letter
utograph denler revenls o fact
Mme, de Stael which the groat
nble to concealed all
which nabody  hns Kuowt LIt now
namely, that she dyed her halr Every-
ene, oven her adorers. belboved that her
hiir Lluek, nnd nobody knows how
miny sonnets have boen o wreltten to her
raven locks, It was an error.  Mme. de
Stael's hoale woas red, o beautiful Venetinn
red! It appears that red halde, so mueh
mdmired to day, was at the beginning of
the century held 1o horror.  There ap-
pedre of the et “I 18 to he
remarked,” says this letter, whivh s from
n cortnin Baron Cupell the chiol of
pollee the day, “relative to Mme, de
Stiel, who passes for havipg hlack hair bes
ciuuse she has nlways colored dv, that It s
naturally red, and it would be casy for her
thus to make of it

A Bachelor's Reflections

New York Press: Thoere
for the horse with the
Al old bauchoelor s o mar who bas th
serioudly enough of getting murriod
The
t.['l\' s
The tecth
fixed ten years hefore he loges his last polit-

removing them
finable up 1o
CARPENTER

Ing

sold by an
converning
Writer was

kuvop har life and

Wi

o Joul

LV

nodisgulse

i no hippy halrer
heaves

Lt |

BYErnte wWolian
long o« her halr

sevret
in vurl

can Keep u
will stay

NVerage mnn gquils getting his

leal ambition

If o woman hind her own way ber lne! pe-
quest would probably be for them o lix
her hair o certuin way fur the funesg)

There are more men thaon women o the
world, but 1f half the women had the men
they wanted there woulil be none of us Jeft
fur the rest,

The wverage man respocts o woman who

I8 honest
he steps on thy
both hear |t

choukh not 1o try 1o
bk of hor
tong,

amile when
dress and they

h

Shakeup
Iwtroit Journal Thy
wtood nghast,

“What!  resign?®” he
It's only the other day you were welllog me
what a sinecure vour oflice jat'

The Mers Poelitlelan siniled wiunly.

Oridinary  Citlgen

exeinimed,  “Why,

My denr shr" he rophicd,  “have yon
never rellected that it tukes only o Hitte
“hal lng up to make sinecure gpell  Inse-
Clire

Eplgrammatic this, and suggesting that
thee Mere 'ollticinn whs perheps, after ol

less mere than bhad been thought.

“A
Stitch
in
Time”

You ean save your
furs and  clothing
from  the ravages
of moths at very

2L sl vast
5%\ page's Moth-
Proof Bag

keeps

moths out—a bag lasts for
yors.  Modlum size, lurke  enough
for an ordinary cloak or gent's sult
of clothes—price 60 cents,  Large she
big  will accommodate an  ulster
overcoat or  ladies’  solt—price
Nothing better for priserving wool
blankets, Fur rugs, et
These bags cannot go by il
Maudl orders filled prompily on poce it
of price

KSCIJF IELD

CLOAK & SUIT CO.

Dealers in Purs, Ladles'
wear Outer Garments wnd

Ready-toe-
Milliners

1510 Douglas St.

A NEW LOVE BONG,
musie, waltg chorus, th
Bhores nr Monn Lake.” Ladles' wiist set
O pleces) Gents' shire set (4 Idecesy nll gold

bath
entitled,

words
“wm

anda

plated  and muml.mll t—any one of above
16 conts, any two 25 conts, BLitmps or sllver
I‘nk--nltla Novelty Co, 6018 Masdlson Ave,.

Chicago, 111,




