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INTERESTED VISITORS AT THE JOHN T. EDGAR BRANCH OF OMAHA PUBLIC LIBRARY

_ Edgar Branch of
Omaha Public Library

'he vxperienves of Eggleston's Hoosler
choohmpastor are recnlled by the trinls of
thee Hbrary nssistunts who have been plo-
neering ot the Jobn T, Edgar branch of
the public library.

S0 fur none of the youngsters hoas tried
to smoke out the attendants by stuffing hay
lnte the ¢himpey, but oearly every other
subterfuge has been resorted to without
success., Miss Hertha A, Baumer has held
the fort. After two months' of missionary
work she has succeeded in  eongrafting
library manners upon some very unwilling
subijects,

Most of the patrons of the new Vinton
streot statlon are children and many of
them are very mild-mangered children, But
there are others who are not  mwild-man-
nered,  Strept car sheds and ball park seats
hud sheltered o gang of young Americans
who held regulor mectings in the approved
Huckleberry Finn style.

Wind and wepther weore deficd by these
apostles of Dulfalo Bl and Jesse James.
When o B Heht  room, abounding in
books and papers and provided with com-
tortable chalrs was L ned to this crowd
of cave-dwillers they had to show thele
apprecintion by npsetting nbies and chalrs
snd letting cut shrieks which anpoyed the
spdek and stan children who were studying
the Thiad and reading 8t. Nlcholas

The refining  inluence of the beautifal
pletbures of Grecian temples which adorn
the walls of Omuaha sehowls had not pens
ratedd the skin of the voung barbarians
The penceful eves of the Madonna of the
vhair hnd not ealmed the restless spirvit
of boyvhood A\ meetitg place where wateh-
Ml parents and chiding teachers were nol
present wins too much for unbridied yvouth
Opening of the Libirnry.

O January 10 the doors of the bhranch
libraury were thrown open to the public.
The crowd was equul to that which gnthers
about theater doors at 7 o'cloek in the
hope of getting o front seat in the gallery.
For several days all was peaceful. Then
the Jumes gang got acclimated and trouble
birgan

Ingerous looking pins found thelr way

BRIGHT-EYED PATHONS

Self-propelling

buried fn the Cen-
tury magazine or Review of Reviews,
the habit of Nying

cips noguired

CONTRIBUTOR

felt that it was time to call in some help,
“Ten ninety,” she requested, afier giving
the telephone a flerce rlog.
“Is this Chief Donahue ?"
“1 want you to send an officer out to the
branch library at 1524 Vinton just as soon
a8 you can.'
wns electrical.
pugilists failed

lables snd chalrs,  Douks, papers amd fur
niture were in a hopeless muass. When the
oficer arrived he  found Miss Haumer
stralghteniog up a rvom which looked was
though a herd of Texas cattle had pald it
i viEIl,

The scheme worked too well, For days
the Hbrary was deserted. Hoys pecked into
the windows and made remoarks about "Ny
bobs.” Miss Baumer had lost ler clients
and saw that she must make an effort Lo
lovelgle them into the readiog room. Th
buys were cbhury, Blue coats and bruss bul
tons were supposed to be hidden away in
the book stacks and the principals in the
athletic contests didn’t  propose (o get
within reach of a “copper.”’

Oue by one the participants in the mill
ventured loto the Hbrary., The illustrated
papers were Ltoo great a tewptation, At
first the youngsters Kept one eye on Miss
Baumer wll the time and held themselves
In readiness o mike a “get-away' In case
the worst happencd. When the patrolman
on that beat stopped in front of the 1
brary station the culpritg showed u streak
of yellow and slipped noiselessiy out  the
back door. Dut they have now lived down
their fear,

It has not been necessary to wtarn in an
other hurry call All the Bouns have
turned to the fold aod they an’ the lambs
it peacefully together pod feast on e
mild food the library supplivs o Its
patrons, Nick Carter Is being replaced
Ly G. A. Henty. ["ockets are not bulging
with penny dreadfuls ns they were (wo
months ago and General Custer amnd otheg
heroes threaten to dethirone Cherokes B
and Gld Sleuth
Thionged with Little Fo ks,

During February 166 adults visited the
John T. Edgar bronch,  No o ptlempt  wis
made to count the children From the
time school is dismissed in the afternoon
until 9 o'clovk in the evening the Hbrarvy
I8 thronged with little folks, The average
number of books issucd dally was ninety-
elght, Five hundrod volumes were  seunt
to the station when it was firset opened.
This number was found to be entirely In.
adequate and 1,000 additionad books  have
been borrowed from the main Hbrary slm
that time,

In two months curds were lssued to 263
persons who  had naot previously  been
putrong of the public library., This show-
Ing is particularly goed when it Is taken

OF THE BRANCH LIBRARY,

lwto conslderation that the pablic Hbrars
has stations in several of the school build
Ings in the south part of the clty | (TURTE
gtations will be eloged during the @uamim-r
and  the new  beanch  will attord Hibrary
fucilition to  persons  who Thave hitherto
been unnble to secnre  books when the

schools are closed
Sunday 18 the day when the branch is

them syery  willing NN Mic ke was
oty Jockeying for  positions TR I s
cimera and o few mdil wevelogad on e

count of the desivre of cortipln bov tor “tamd

between the lens amd fellow roaders

A troop of bright eyod voningsters shioutaod
W lusty goodby s the artist started for
thes car A derby hat wis too grent o
temptantion for Johnny Deadshot He 1t

DRHAWING HOOKS

visited by adults. No books are lssued
on Bunday, but the reading room I8 Kept
open. Thirteen monthly publications,
twelve weeklies and four dally pupers

are to be found on the reading tables
Children are requested to allow adults (o
hoave the use of these on Sunday awod guie
reigns supreme in the branch on the day
of rest,

In naming the new branch after the liut
John T, Edgar the hibrary board honoped
the man who donnted the first books which
wers ploeed I an Omaha pubilic Jibrarey,
He served for muany years as a diredior
of the public Hbrary before if was sup
ported by the eity and did much to pen
petunte an  institution which threatencd
ta b short Lived

Mr, Edgnr was a hardwiare merchant in
Omahoa for many years, Durlng President
Arthur's administration bhe wus appolnted
to the United States consulship at Belrat,
HSyrin He died wkile flling this oflice
and his remalns were interred at Bedrat
Miss Huumer Is In Choarge.

At present the John T Edgar branch
Is open from 34 in the afternoon untll !
in the evenlng, Miss Bauumer I8 o ehuarge
of the work and s assisted by Miss Jessie
Walker. Any book which is in the main
library may be drawn through this branch
The putronage of the new statlon s far
better than had been anticipated anod it
I8 probable that similar broopches will b
eitablished In other parts of the chty

A brighter, happler lot than the Htle
folks who are found dally o the Vinlon
ftreet branch caonot be lmagined They
have the merit of belng natural  Instend
of tiptoelng through the resding room ns
though there were death In the family, they
wilk. Occaslonally they talk louder than
n Blnge whispor

When The Bee nridst went to the branch
to photograph the llttle folks he found

a snowbaie drive and sent the  photo
gravher’'s hat nto the gutter

That's o wlee way (o treal o fellow thot
gives you o sgure deal,” o red-faoed Loy
whouted s he Janded  an uppercuat  on
lihimty Jinw He was Jolned in the chas
thsemoent by the whole crowd and the boy
with the loose arm Wi Soon’ Sourey g vist
o Vinton strect to escape o fusilbicde of
snowhballs,

Diamonds

Dotroit Journal: Oopee upon o thime e
iveroge girl Tell In love with dismondas

Hohokd, 10 was an abilding love

Al it enmg Lo puss thoat o small peapls
who ate with thelr knbves aud went to bed
without undressing, had dbamond Nelds
Ty st

Now  hercupon o grept people hecame
thiled clear up to the neck with high resolyve
und unsellish purpose, and went after L
sl peaple

Ab mw! sighed the average girl, and
wopt for the mall peaple, and mpde
el gowm for their woundod and wa

oltherwise active o thelr beholf

No Easy Job

Indianapolls Sun Bouse me, bt miid
Hoxey HI, us he stopped Mro Smdthoers |
wanl ter ask you o question Ir 1 was to

offer you 60 bucks o day 1o do de work 'm
doin' now would you tuke de juh 7

“What are you dolng now ?'

‘Bleepin® In box cars at night an® mosey o
uroun’ In de cold wittin' women fer Lhapd
outs In de daytime, Would yer tuke de Job
at o coses T

“No, Indecd!  Why do yvou ask?”

“Oh, some cheap plug back dere jist askod
me w'y | don't work."




