HBE Twentleth cemtury movement in

the Presbyterlan church in the
United States really began three
years ago in connection with the

It was then proposed
that the churches throughout the United
States should set before them the tnsk of
adding 1,000,000 gew members to thelr Sun

sunday school work

day schools, which would be practically &
doubling of these schoals, by the veur 1001
This movement alons however, did  not
meet with a very vigorous and general re
sponise. The growth Ih the membership of

the Sunday ¢ hools glnee 1808 has & wreely

been more than normal
At the genernl assembly held nt Minne-
apolis In May, 1808, a4 more genernl move

ment was inaugurated A comumlitee, of
which Rev. H. F. Bample, I, DD, of New
York was chulrman, was appointed “to re
port to the next general assembly as to the
hest method of ftly eelebrating the close
of the nineteenth and the advent of the
twentleth century.,” That committes pre
ported a year Inter to the assembly nt St

Louls a plan which ndopited

This plan contemplates a concerted mave
ment of the entire church to be maintained
throughout the whole vear 1901 It s
be boih devotlonal and Anancial in (te char-
acter, the whole having for Ita oblects on
the one hand a Atting expression of thanks
to Godd and on the other an enlargement
nnd  strengthening of the Preshvtorinn
church In |ta efforte for the uplifting of
humanity throughout the world

The specific formes In which It was
geated by the commities that the
ment should express itself were rellglous
services and public meetings at the opens
ing of the yvear, n day of sapecinl servicos in
conacction with the mecting of the coming
goneral ngsemhbly, and the ralsing of a fund
for educational, missionary and benefleont
purposes to he known as= the “twentieth
century fund.”
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On the first Sunday im January, 1901, cvery
minister was requested to preach o sermon
appropriate to the time and every church
wna requestod to make nn Initintory offering
for the general work of the church, which
offering was to be sent forward to the
treasurer of the “twentieth century fund,*
to ba by him distributed to the eight mis-
slonary and benefielent boards of the church
necordimg to a ratlo fixed by the general
asgemhly. Maost

minisiers and many
churches complied with this request., In
wddition to this it was suggested that spe-

cial recognition of this subject be made at
the services of the week of praver, follow-
Ing the first Sunday In January., It was In
pursuance of this suggestion that the four
mass mectings of the Preshyterian churches
of Omaha were he'd during the first and
second weeks In January at the Flrst Pres-
byterlan church, when the moderator of the
general nssemhbly, Rev, Charleg A, Dickey,
. D, and the fleld secretary of the Board

of Forelgn Missions, Rev. Thomas L. Mar-
shall, D. D., together with loeal Preshy
terian elergymen, spoke on some of the

great lines of the church's netlvities,
Similar meetings have heen held in ather

Inrge elities of the land, as New York, Phil
adelphia, Washington, Rochester, Inidinn
apolls, Denver, and others will follow in

other places before the meeting of the
oral assembly In May.

The general agsembly, which convenes ot
the historie conter of Amerlean Preshvierl
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HEN John Wesley founded the
socloty  called  Methodlists  he
had some very clear ldeas as Lo

the best results (o be obtalued

in mutter of lving one's life. One of

Lhe
his ideas was that no Christian should be
gloomy, down-spirited or morose, and he
wias wont to say in public and in private:

"Sour QGodliness {8 the devil's religion.”
Ag for himself, he sald: *l dare no more
fret than curse and swear."

It 18 no wonder then that Mr. Wesley's
love for music was of the most reflned and
beautiful character. He had an earnest and
devoted attention for the oratorios and for
organ playing., He was, o addition to being
i great reformer and a wonderful preacher,
& real ppostle of the beautiful, On one oo
caslon, when seelng with others a beautiful
landscape, he sald amidst enthusinstic pral-¢
of the others, “Shall we give the landscape
Wl the praise, and the Author none”

These thoughts are merely by way of in-
troduction, recall us the scholarly,
spiritual and refined pature of the man who
founded the great church which s Known
over the world todny by the nume Metho
dist,

When the Methodist church had pro-
gressed along various lines of spiritual and
religious growth |t but natural that

Lo [V}
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the people took advantnge of the develop-
ment along other lines, such as  archi-
tecture, soclesinstical art, musle, ete., and

appllied this development to the temples of

the Almighty. ‘This has resulted in mighty
edifices, whose appearanee  denotes  that
‘sirength and beauty are In His taber
nneles,” It has resulted (o the mellowing
of the sunlight of heaven, which passes
through the muny-colored windows of

ftalned glass, as it were through a cloud

Not the least direct result of this broad-
ening of outslde avenues of progress (s the
present cholr, or body of singers whose duty
It In to 1ift the hearts and souls of people
to the higher plane of spiritual feeling, and
to lead the congregation In the slnging of

Lhe

“wuisw ity ol Phlludelpbila, Va,, oo
Fuursday, May 19, Wul, will sel apurs Fry
diy. May 1v, as a diay ol s
W oecupy forvovun, atlvrpoon sod eveuln
Fhe program for these services e lud
suthie Ol the most distinguisbiod Bates di
the Presbyierin charch, o coubection wilu
the following thomes 'yul Willis W
Cralg, 1 by, Lole D of Chicugo, "Heview
of the Niuetecuth Century Kev., Heory o
McCook, 1, D, Philadelpliin, “'rogtes !
tlie 1 sy lerian Churcl in thie SNiviediilh
Cytitury, F'rol. Heury Mintonu, Ln Ly,
Fhe avine Purpose  Deseloged o Ll
F'rogress of Ui Roev. Lwwrge L. Ldiva s,
by, Ll b e roblvias of the Twen
tivih Cvptury Iuin b S (§IT
Specdy Driugiug of the YWorid w Christ
Rev, Hewry Van Dyke, 1y Ly, pocul, e
vislon of the Pwotibivih Ceniury. Iy
sutuel J. Nichohlis, Ly Ly Ll L, TOppay
tunily and Duty of the 'rfesbylerian Chureh
in the Twentieth Ceniury

e prominent feature of the twen
Lieth century moveinnt s the eflort Lo
ratse a CTwentivth CYentury Fomd o Tor the
culurgemient aud strengthening of the work
of the Vresbytorian church both at bon
aud abroad. When o the yeoar Isiv the Ol
and New school branches of the Presby
terian  church, afier forey-three yoars of
suparation, wiere roeunbied, the ovcasion
wis celebrated by the propuosal (0 raise a
memorial tund of F,000000 ws A specield
thank oflering to Gl The commmitiee ap
pottited to bave charge of this wWork waa
able fioally to report n Isi2 the sum ol

$7.083,950.580 netually ralsed.  And sinve that
dinte the growth of the Prosbytorian church
hus been far more rapid than e vhe
number of years during any previous
tion of its bistory. There was a great fors
ward bound in 185U i all lines of wWork
and the ground then gained hos pever beeu
lost. It was thougbt that the opening ol
the twentieth century aflorded another awud
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CVEND IMOFe musplclous voppurtunity for «
simllar advance,
One Hundred Yenrs of Growith,

The century Just closed bad secn groea
things I the Fresbyierion chiuveh Frow
W Ihitle body with o membersbip st the

opcning of the century of only 20,000 wud o

winistry of only 184, with only & seore of
home missioparies wod with npno forcigon
Hissionaries ur vowimunlcianls o lorelgu

lenuds, and with no Sunday schools, missiul

boards or socleties, and coniributing  (w
mission work oply $2,000 per annui, the
Presbyterian church bas grown wutil  at
the beginning of the new century it en-
rolls 4 membership of more than 1000000,
with 7467 milnisters, over 1,000,000 chilldren

in the Sunday schools, eight strong boards

for missionury aund benelcent work, be-
sides wolnen's and youug preople’s socie-
tles by the thousunds Instead of a score

wo have L7400 home missiopuries.  Whereas,
in heathen lands, we had notbing a cenoury

BEO, We now have 47,580 columunicants, ot
vearly twice as mwany members us
c¢hurch hod o the home laod at the opeu
Iug of the century, and, besldes these, we
have among heathen peoples T30 Amorican
and 1,501 pative workers, 627 churches and
vighty-two hospltals. The contributions of
the church to missionary anug beoedoent

causes have risen from $L,000
100 yeurs ngo to the sum of §12

per  aduum

pe = ]
ad0, V6 dur-

Ing the year 1844 It I8 estimated that
during the oentury more  thoan 2,200,000
persons were recelved into o our church on

confeasion of faith and $5T 000 0 wils
given to misslonntry and betelloent e
besides the cost of supporting loval congt
Bation The Presbyrerian chureh in U
United States ha grown during the s
ceptury from a feeble bamd (o be by far
the Invgest ehureh of this denotmination in
the workl, and that in spite of the fact
that twice during the century eilous
fections occurted from (s run) n the

HEV. T. V. MOORE, PASTOR OF WE=®T
MINETER PRESHYTERIAN CHURCH
OMAHA=MEMBENR OF 'RESHYTERIAN
GENERAL COMMITTEE ON TWEN
TIETH CENTURY FUND

your Isiv the Cumr b el 'resbivierinu

chureh, which pew bumbers s 008 coun

msutibeants,  aud bn 1s6l thie Frosbivier ot

Church, South, which now numbers 225,800

comiiicabts,  sepaiuted  from e parent

Loy, Such u growih as this Biwnky o
cull for special recogition to God Mars
over, al the openlog of the voentury
everything sevius w o call the clingeh o o
forward mwwvement e the workd With
prospority o our land, with vadt oppor
tunitivs of usefulpess here al bowe, and
with every oation 11 evarth becoming
yourly more accessible to the gospel, 11 was
strongly el that we should be, as o
church, derchict, untiithiul to Giod  and
negleatful of our most splendid obligations
I we did pot ke some spocial eftore to
take the tide of opportunity at s Docd and

1o go forward,

Twentivth Cew Ctommitier,

iry

Accordingly the general asscuibly of 1000
appointed o contral commitiee whose duty
it should be to bave general supervision of

the work of ralsiug o twentieth century
fund, This committee bas taken into self
additional  represcotntive  minksters  wmd
elders from all portions of the United
States. Rev, Marcus A, Brownson, 1y D, of
Mhtladelplin, Pa., s the chairman and

members of the large committes
are such distloguished ministlers s Dr
George T. Purves, pastor of Fifth Avenus
Presbyterian c¢hurel, Now Yourk, |ir
Chichester of Chilcago, D B Trumbuall B
of Cineinnatl, br. it F Dunver,
. John Hewphill of San Francisco and
such John Waninmuker, SWilllam

among the
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NU dpecille sum s
Lhier wanmy
twmorial tund,  Boat ol
pevted that the totald reanchod e cline
wilh be decidedly larger thanm oo e

ol the varller fund 'he word fuind
Bere used s ot ipntonded Co bpdy it
motiey i ridsed for the goberal obj
Hed ihindl be necumulbnted
bunds of the central treasurer ol
mdttee. Ut oy moneys raiscd by o
vver and above its usunl annual
vipended as o special ofort o Ul
ment o any of the great objeeks o
i Lo be cousidered @ part of the twentivih
century fupd. Such sums us are I
cally or are furwarded directly to 1
stitutions they are intended 1o help
be reported (o the treasurer of the [aod
It I8, bhowever, the expectation thal large
sums will be given for the genetal work of
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the denomination, Such contributions are
Lir b Sent to the central tressurer and, o
made without any spocilleations, wre by
hime to be distributed o the eclght mission
ary and beneficent boards of the church,
wevording to ratios which have boen lixed
by the gencral assembly.

But In all cases where donistlons  are
minde for specibic ubijucts, whethe: the
money goes to b, Hoberts or not, the
wishes of the contributors are 1o be strictly
carried out Not only, therefore, I I
Loped to lnerease contributions to the il
siopary and benclcent work of the church
b Jarge by this movement, bub alse that
under e genoral stimalus  ohare s will
puy off their Jocul  debts, enlarg their
bulldings, found hospltals, cstablish  clly
misstong, endow educational institutlons,

bulld new il
In festering slums, o Tuct, do anythiong anl
evorything which

churches in growlng suborbs

meidng a forwarsd mioye
ment in the serviee of God and bhumaniy
wud an enlargemoent wnd treme! el ol
Presbvtorinn churches loealls  amd of the

Presbyterian Twentieth Century Movement
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recomimiended by the asscibly of  Ba o
the chuarch at lavge Tor an oiulowiment of
100,000 nind w strone commities ol castorn
el s now st work easdeavorin v Talue
Ihis sum as o part of the twentol e ceontury
fud
Fhe wenvval assembly’'s commintoe o 1
twentioth ventury fumd will probiabdy
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whoble the dpdications are that the entin
vhurch trom Alantie to the Pacitle
A i adadrs Selng el with frosh
Vior toe The jedvanovigent of Chr i e
o b the workd amd that oo part will
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Choir in Methodist Episcopal Churches

the hymnps and songs of pradse allotted to

them, Formerly the quartet choir (s0-
called) Turnishvd the sl
With the introductlon of the chorus

into the Mothodist church
nrose the guestion of dress. The Eplsvopal
cLheirs had an easy task to do, for th
vestments of the cholr are dictated by the
canons of the ehurch. So with the Lutheran
But Methodism has no provision for any
thing of that sort. The Cautholic cholrs
need no robes, owing the general posi-
tlon of the Catholic cholr, In the rear of
the church. The Methodist chureh, which in
most cases has its cholr gallery Immediately

there naturally

back of the pulplt, met with the comdition
that many persons in the choir wore unable
to dress In o manner corresponding to other
mwembers, who were wore highly favorod in
thigs world's goods, And yet o certaln feel
ing of humanity mude necessary the pur
chuge of clothing which really surpassed
the means of sundry singoers The result
hag, of course, been thot the vested choly
has 1o muany cases been established. It )8

the only solution of the diMculty, It is
simplicity. It I8 not an “innovation.' ns
some deseribe It, but a return  to John

Wesleyan plainness
Certain churches differ ax to the kind of

robe worn, but the geneend ea s Tor o
vollvge or Genevie gown, which 15 a0 clone
imitation of that worn by Jolin Wesls

himsell For the cholrs which dnclhisl
chibldren, there I8 the white surplive of 1

Episcopal church, The New York Cheistan
Advocpte, which s vaited by the wioll Known
Dr. J. M. Buchley, whose pitoe 08 g well
Kpnown in American Methodigm an that ol
John Wesley himself, contnins o the sag
of January 31 an artlele on The Vestl
Choir,” from which the following guotn
tions are talken

“Our ministers began the dlsuse of vest
ments bocaure, o the varly yones of Amaerl

ROBED CHOIR IN FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, OMAHA

vt Methodism, they were called o prvach
i brnw, i hay lofi log dwelbings, ot
open atr, und to spend long days sl wight

i the saddle, tording streams amd Tollow g
diligult furest path A these dithondtie
pandde the careyipg sbowt and the wearing ol
Vestinents ditieult Bt there s o cabini
Wigainst |l Ml I Beenss Lhat one with an
vye for harmony samd o seose of wuity would
Bturadly experionge w e ol uplif g
I the service (F the baods ol uinistering
BIDEOTE Wore Lo appenr in sunple and uni
lorm garmonts,”

Lack of spuce prevents the printing of
the whole article, which proceods Lo give

odescriptivn of a service at Tromont Motho-
dist Eplscopnl church, New York

Mahed Cholr in

Thoe First Methodist Episcopa) ohurel of
Ornbis bas taken the fultintive bn thils sod
tion of the vountry, sl wlrvmwdy two
churches hove made Inguiries of the hislr
sster ol this church axs to how te procur
rolw s, OoFr gowns 'hie ot of this church
his reputution fuy oubtside of thgpahie and
i tiracted considerable utiention I
thi church Vhe ohogr s o full choral
COTmanen Urvice TR AYE Lhira
Lot h WHLC N s Been the micans of creul s
g o whilesproad wnd ot Interest in
Lhis sacrament of the chureh Pl choly )
wnder the direction of “Phown . Kelly
who | also Ythe ureanist S iwelly i
Irishoan, aod was trained | h pure
sebool of churel s e thut the Anel)
cin The robws of thils chol T Howing
Geneva gownd, of bilneck brillianrin whieh
i brlghitonod iy thie whiits Hnen
dhemisettes far the worten, il e whits
pull Dew for the geotlamen

The guestlon of gownling hl hodr wa
suggested some years ago o the ohureh
paper, called the Guildon, of which Jona
than Mellen was then editor, and the sesd
wWis sown by various aetheles on the subject
appearing editorially, followed by o “eut
of the denconess and children of the Motro

polltan chole




