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The decline of the
Ameriea has of late vears been a fruitful
tople of discusgton. Well provided as the
publie hns with statistics as to the
condition of those once favored countries,
snvs the New York Tribune, no one who
" hus not seen with his eyes the present state
of affalrs can fully realize the change. In a
Innd where nature Is so prodigal that al-
most the casual thrusting of a branch Into
the earth insures a tree, desolation and
paveriy are everywhere found, The reason
I plain enough; it 1s only the remedy that
has remained the problem. The products of
the troples nre fruits, and the exportation of
these Involves a greater risk and a larger
knowledee of the subjeet thun has been at
the command of these countries. On every
alde there 1s a waste of food falrly madden-
ing to the student of economles: but how
to utilize this superabundance, how to con-
vey It In proper shape to the millions who
win only a bare sustenance from over-

tropleal reglions of

bheen

\
1

worked solls in other countries, ia the great
J and hitherto unsolved problem.
The solutlon now suggested is one which

has the sanctlon of Australla, and this

means more than appears on the surface

Whether It be beoause Australla has fewer

Y lives to care for and finds them more

precious, or hecause the authorities have

less to do, cannot be now debated: but the

fact Is that Australlans are not permitted

to polson themselves with adulterated food,

l an Is the glorlous privilege of free eltizens in

this country. The government watches with

a never sleeping eve the food which sup-

plles the tables of the people. When, there-

,fore, the Australlan government indorses a

process and gives it medals galore It means

that sclence has set her seal on ft. The

system of frult preservation which s now

belng Introduced into the West Indies and

Central Amerlea has for some years heen

successfully tried in the countries of Aus-
tralasia.

A Simple I"'rocess,

The new syvatem s one of evaporation,

~but the process differs from others in that

it Is quickly done and insures absolute
cleanliness. The frult and vegetables are

not dried on the ground for days together,
ko figs, prunes and similar preserves
Five or six hours is all that s required to

\ change fresh fruft into an artlele which
will keep for months and years, and still
preserve the original flavor—In some cnses
actually Improve (t. It 18 not, however,
g0 much the mechanieal process as the
effect on the troples which Interests the
ordinary observer, and It {8 In this direc-
tlon that it 1s at present belng developed.
There Is no frult In the world so eaRy
and cheap to ralse ns the banana, or which
contalng more nutriment and can be served
in n greater varlety of waya. Yet there In
™o frult which Is 8o carelessly exported
anil the general value of whieh I8 8o Hittle
uniderstood. The banana 18 the maln oh-
jorct of attnck under the new evaporation
“yetem. Tha exporting companles use only
the Iargest bananas, and aevery year thon-
sands and thousands of bunches rot on the
plantationa in the troples. The new evap-
orntlon process takes thesn smaller bananas
and makes them Into a dozen different
mwarketahle commodities, There ia banana
floaur, to bhegin with, a delieacy which fs
nged for the making of cakes, fritters and
®he like. There iz banana prepared ns a
substitute (an excellent one) for citron and
ralsing In frult cake. Tt also makes a de-
lghtful preserve not unlike and aulte as
delleate ns Ags and nrunes. Banana hutiep
is another product; this {8 a sort of jam,
which is not unknown In tropleal eoon-
tries as n great delleacy rather diMenlt
to make by the old-fashioned process All
these products ecan now he marketed at a
amall cost. The machinery Is not alaborate
and the original cost of the frult Is almost

othing. Tt |s estimated that the bannna
butter. for Inetanee, can he put on the
European market and nald there at less

than half the price of any native condi-
ment, To the poor of Europe, whaoge st
of delicacies 1s 8o limited, this will be no
smnll blessing,
Tried on the
The banana 18 not the
which fs belng treated by the new process,
Anv e who has lived in trapleal ecoun-
trieg knows that the negroes who are not
on the track of elvilization make from the
eassava n ®Kind of flour which (s extremely
whalesome and cheap. This la alsne belng
put up for exportation The extremely
nutritions oken (the value of which fa fully
reallzed in the troples, where it & con-
stantly wsed as food for Invalids) is helng
prepared In quantities for exportation, Tn
Its canned form the okra necessarlly falla
'-\n retain all s value as a food. hut the

d evaporated vegotable has bheen proved hy
A

Banana,
only tropical fruft

analysis to contain all the nutriment The
mian who makes okra soup A ®tandard food
amang the poor of any eountry la bestow-

Ing a permanent henefit. Sweot potate
Annpp nlsn made for exportation
The RBritish government s Jugt now un-
mﬂlrr keen ax to the conditinn of Ita
et Indlan possesgions

Ag lone ns frult
I8 the chief product of thoso ecountries and
ns long as ald methods of expartntion pre-

« Vall xo long will the Accling of the Wast
Indies eontinue. Onoe save the enormous
waste hy finding n market for the Innumer-

t' ; Qe products of the sonth and the islands

" 1 regaln their nld prestige. The gov-

uvr-rnmﬂnf of Jamaiea has heen Interested In
the ovaporation queation and a favorahle

utcome soems probable. In Central Amer-
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lea the process Is now fully appreclated.
From Banta Tomas, Guatemnla, the British
army Is now recelving supplles of evapor-
ated food. The republics of Central Amer-
fea have all indorsed the process and are
beginning to experiment on thelr own ne-
count. From a trade point of view the In-
novation Is Important. Fruit authoritics
think that It Is lkely to revolutionlze the
tropieal frult trade. Be this as it may,
there I8 great interest In watching the at-
tempt to give to dwellers In the comparn-
tively unproductive north some of the
blessings of the prodigal south.

Short Stories Well Told

“It isn’t safe to be funny these days
unless one labels one's jokes,” s=ald o wo-
mun who went abroad this past summer to
& Washington Pest man. “You know I've
always rather fancied myself as a wit, and

TUCKED BODICE—-TUCKS EDGED WITH
WHITE SILK.

on the steamer coming home 1 really let
myself out. Everybody was a bit scasick,
and I—well, even 1 had times when |
thought 1'd rather own an automobile than
any kind of a yacht. One day we all fore-
gathered on deck and talked about what
we'tl gone through—you know how peopln
do on shipboard, ! was talking In my clev-
eregt veln with an English family.

“‘I'm llke a famous lady," 1 chortled
gaily. 'I'll be extremely glad to set foot
on terra coita again.'

“That evening the mother of the English
fumily took me aside.

“'My dear," sald she, 'I'm so much older
than you that I'm sure I may make so boll
a8 to tell you something, and 1 want you
to take it In the spirit in which It I8 meant
You sald this morning vou'd be glud to set

foot on terra cotta again. 1 thought 1%
just eall your attentlon to the thing so
you won't make the same mistake again.

It isn't terra cotta; it's terra firma.' "
pi—

“The Congressman's Wife,” In her letters
to the Saturday Evening Post, tells many
good storles. Here is one of them:

flnally, these men got around to the re-
cent vislt of ex-President Harrison to
Washington,

“General Harrison," sald Senator P—, “is
one of the strongest, soundest, ablest men
we have ever had in publle life. He has
always been reserved and i ruther handi-
capped by an unresponsive, manner.
Why, I remember—'" and here the senalor
began to chuckle to himself, and the whole
table leaned forward full of expectation.
The genntor went on:

“When Harrison was in the senate he al-
ways used to bring his luncheon to the
committee room. He earrled It in his coat
pocket and would eat It while he went on
with his work. One day when he got it out
ns usual from his pocket we saw him look
it all over ruefully, and it did look rather
flat apd dublous, He finally remarked to
us that he guessed he must have sat on it
accldentally. One of his colleagues, one
who had recently been Ignored by Harrigon,
spoke up lmpulsively: “Well, by Jove, Har-
rison, If you've sat on it I'll bet you a slx-
pence It I8 frozen solld;” and of course a
shout went up from the whole committee."

“How did he take it?"* asked I, when the
merriment had dled away

"Oh,'" returned the senator, “he jolned in
the laugh. It was too good a one on him
and he had to unbend.”
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In Dr. Weir Mitehell's recent hook a
pleasant story or two {8 told of Walt Whit
man, the writer to whom some would deny
the name of poet, while others regard him
a8 one of the greatest of all poets. One of
the characters In the story of “Dr. North
and His Friends” says that Whitman was
eiten up by his own vanity, regarding
everything he did as of such supreme value
that he had lost all power of self-eriticism
and could not tell good from bad or Indif-
ferent, Once he was asked if he thought
Shakespeare as great a poet as himself
He replicd that he had often thought of
that, but had never been able to come Lo a
deelslon,

He went to a physielan upon an oecaslon.
thinking himself gerlously out ot health
When he learned that hls allment, whatever
It was, could be treated best by lving uas
much as possible out of doors without dos-

ILLUSTRATED
ing himsell with he
e all good humor, when he In
selfl of the physiclan's  fos How much
will It be! he inquired The debt was
pald long ago,” sald the doctor, who Knew
and Hked his writings; “it s you who are
Btill the creditor.” Whitman thanked him
and woent out, Another patlent, & woman,
Bad taken his place when he teturned, He
put his two gront hands on the table oppo
site hiw medieal ndviser- he had not stoppad
knock or announce himsclf
“That, sir, 1 call poetiry
The woman was scandallzod by his abifupt
apptaranee and demeanor nnd
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Wik leaving
thought him

Lo and sald

asked, a

soon as the wrlter had gone for the second
LR TVITEE “la the gentleman  Iosans But, |
lenrning his Identity, she wished she had

neked for his autograph

.
“Colonel,” the fair girl asked, “what
the clogest cill you ever hnd?
The handsome soldler

wihs

looked theoughtful

for & moment, relates the Chleago Thmes
Herald, and then replicd

"I was at Fort Laramie, several years
ago. 1 was in command of the foroes the
at the time. Some of the oMeers  hol
friends vislting them from the east, mos
of them being women who had come out

west to get a gllmpse of real frontier 1
Well, we got word from one of the agen b |
that the redskins were acting ugly and |
was feared that there would be o tereibde |
massacre unless the soldiers were hurrivd
forward to settle motters
“It Bappened that my
bled a few days before and fullen upon n
left foot, hurting 1 so that |
to get around exeept on erutches
to remain behind when there was troubil
anywhere, but it was simply out of the
question for me to try to do any vampalgn |
Ing, with my foot ull dope up In baondnges |
g0 I was forced to let the bovs go ahea
without me. Our foree at the fort was un
ususlly small, for which renson every mat
except myself was sent forward ilenl

horse hoad stam

wias unibils
I hatedd

to

with the Indlans." ‘ |

He paused, and she, in agony of suspens
cried out:

“Oh, colonel! And while all the rest weps
away the Indiang came swarming aroun
the fort and you, single-handed and alon
had to hold them at bay. Oh, how did yo

ever do It? How herole! And how lon
was it before—"

““No,” he Interrupted, *“It wasn't thot
“"You see, there were two grass wildows

nmong those vislitors from the east, nnd for
three days 1 was the only soldier around
the fort."”

S

A wenrled Clevelander stepped from a
traln at Plttsburg the other morning at an
early hour and rushed into the depot lunel
room to get breakfast, reports the Cleveland
Plain  Dealer. He was extremely tired
from a long ride, and consequently not in
the best of moods,

“*What do you want?'" snarled one of the
walter girls. 8he bhad a got-up-too-soon
expression on her face and spoke savagely

“A Uttle courteous treatment,” reapondod
the traveler,

“We don't keep it here,' rejoined the gir

“1 thought s0,"" was the lnconic reply of
the Clevelander "Glve me some regulag
egen,"” ‘

“We only keep fresh eges,” replicd the
girl.

“Everything fresh around here?” queried
the Clevelander,

‘““Yen," she hissed through her teeth

“l thought 80," the traveler replicd. A
the traveler ate his breakfast in silence b
wondered who had the hest of the skirmish
From the look on the girl's face, she, too
wag pondering over the same question

Brewed and Bottled at Home,

Metz Beer

For the Home Trade.

EARLY every-
N one :l]rllrt'l'iilfl'?-'

n good beer for
one  reason  or an-
other. Many lead-
Ing physicians [ric-
scribe It regularly
where a  tonle or
stimulant s needed,
and a good many
people Hke it and uss

A8 A beverage,
without walting for
the advice or con-
sent of anvone on
earth. And there are
as many differont
brands of beer as
there are reasons for
drinking It — goad,
bad, and {ndifferent
We make only one
brand of bottled
beer—the best brand |
that time, expe- |
rlence, pure hops
and selected barley
can  produce, We
would lke to have
your opinlon of this
home brew, Nearly
all dealers handle ft
now,

ARE YOU WITH US?

)
Tel. 119,

Metz Bros', Brewing Co.
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Photographic Art Studies

These are the works of the Tonneson Sisters of Chicage, and there s probably no

more capable photographie artista In the world than these enthusinst e Viimg women,

There are twelve subjects from which to choose, of which we reprofuce  elght
Theso pletures are handsome enough for anyone's drawing room and may be oeed
I effectively unframed, or will look splendidly with a stmple dark frame
How to Get Them
These plotures are mounted on handsome bluck raw sk stock  mounis 12x1h
Inches, the photographs are Tx8 Inches.  These have never been sold at the art stores
for less than one dollar. By securlng an immense quantity of them we are able (o

offer them

With a Coupon for 10 Cents.

When ordering atate the name of the sibject
four vents additional for postage and packing

wnd if they are to be malled enclows,

ART DEPARTMENT,

THE BEE PUBLISHING COMPANY,
17th and Farnam Sts.

REFLECTION, GRANDMA'S TEA

DOLORES,

THE ROSE

EASTERTIDE, THE NEW BABY.

THE WAIF.

THE OLD HARPIST'S TREASURE,

CUT OUT THIS COUPON

Present at Bee Office or mall this coupon with 10c and get your cholee of Photos
graphle Art Studies. When ordering by mall add 4c for postage.

ART DEPARTMENT, BEE PUBLISHING C0O., OMAHA.




