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Unique Special Train~~
Most Comfortable

Down in the wilds of central Tennessee
there travels in a leisurely manner hither
and tither a special train which Is at once
probably the most Inexpensive and most
comfortable rallroad domiclle in existence,
About twenty persons live in it. They en-
Joy most of the luxuries of the city life, in
the midst of stretches of mountaln wilder-
ness. Cool and alry bedrooms, in sharp
distinction to the stuffy boxes that serve
as sleeping apartments in the ordinary
specinl car, a large kitchen, a pleasant
dining room, a parlor and library, and
bathrooms with running water, hot and
cold, make up a model house, or rather,
set of apartments, on wheels. And these
apartments are nothing more or less than
condemned freight cars  Thelr occupants
are down there bullding a railroad,

Originally the Idea of this house on
wheels was a scheme for self-preservation,
contrived by Mr. George Weston, general
manager for the Chicago contracting firm
that Is bullding the rallroad When he
went down to look the ground over he
found hotels few and far beiwoan. After
his first night at one of these hosiclrias
he wouldn't have cared if thev hid leen
fewer and further. Arising in the middle
of the night, he took his eclothes outside,
shook them vlolently, had a bath in an
adjacent stream, and walked around till
morning, Then he sent back for a tent,
But tent life In that reglion of furious
storms I8 an uncertaln mode of existence.
Sometimes the tent would be there when
Mr. Weston gol back; sometimes his ser-
vant would be struggling to disengage I

from the top of a tree whither the wind
had earried (t. Once or twlea it departed
precipitately in the night-tim», leaving the
tenants to shiver in the rain. Mr. Weston
decided that diferent arrangements wou'd
have to be made. e dida't propose 1o
be eaten alive In the local inns, or blown
about a mountainside vy tha boisterous
winds, 8o, as as the rallroad got
fairly under construction, and other reg-
resentatives of the firm arrived, he had
five condemned frelght cari sent Jdown
there, and proceded to make a jiving place
of them,
Simplicity the Kesynote,

At the outsoet simplicity was the keynote.
Degrs were cut In the ends of the cars and
cocnecting platforms  put lu. Windews
were also cut. When the weather became
uncomfortably warm a fulse roof with two
feet of alr space was put on the cars, which
made them cool and comfortable. All that
part of the country Is rich In springs and
snell sireams. An ingenlous member of
the party put in a detachable pipe system
lo tup whatever water source happened to
be nearest. Folding bathtubs followed and
next the luxurlous dwellers in the wilder
negs  declded that they must have hot
witer as well ns cold, so n blg boller was
copnected with the kitchen range and an-
other pipe line supplied the other cars. As
the officials trok constantly more Interest
in thelr temporary home, they sent back
to clvilization for furniture and ornnments
Finally thelr pride in the home on wheels
reached such a point that they must have
visiters there to admit It. Somehody sug-
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Invite their wives down
there for a holiday. The slugle men
amended to the effect that there should
also be some unmarried visitors. Within
n fortnight the rallroad home had blos-
somed and bloomed under the transforming
touch of women's fingers and sundry hard-
vworking rallroad men were frantleally tele-
graphing for white collars and scouring the
country for places where they could get
lnundry work done.

Before they had been there a weell the
women had deviged extensive improvements,
They had eesigned one car for kitchen pur-
poses wlone and ancother as a dinlag rocm,
Filea annoyed them, so they had screen
doors put in; also window screcns. They
had been accustomed to having porches to
git on, therefore a temporary poroh was
contrived for each car. The copucecing
platforms were Improved, the pipa lines
were so arranged ag not to force them-
selves upon the notice; yet with all this
the wiole house traln could be put inlo
shape for removal In hall an hour's time,
Oue day there arrived a consigoment of
table linen and a set of sllver itnbleware,
and the dining room took on the nspects of
the higher civilization. Next smoking was
banned In the car which had been used by
the men as a lounging room, and delicate
curtains and draperies went up to justify
the new law, Presently there arrived a
plano and that ear became o drawing room

gested that they

cnr Iin very truth. Books and magnzines
arrived and there was a lihrary In one
end. Having gone thus far, the wives and

daughters and sisters of the oMainls an-
nounced that, as they preferred thelr mnov-
able home in the wilderness to the sin-
tlonary variely back at the center of clvi-
lization, they guessed they'd stay. And
they did. The five parts of the House
Migratory became: First, drowing room;
gecond, married quarters; third, bachelor

quarters;
kitchen,

fgurth, dning room; fifth,

Moving Day Had No Terrors.

Moving day had no terrors for their kind
of housekeeping. This was fortunate, as
they moved every ten days or forinighr,
All that was to be done was to collect the
hammocks and chairs from outside, haul
in the detachable porches oand platforms,
order up a locomotive and proceed A=
ways they made It a polot to stop within
pipe reach of good water. Somotimes they
shot squirrels from the roof of the housoe
or bagged an oceaslonal partridge from the
parlor window, and it was seldom thut
they couldo’t get trout and base within
wilking distance, Vegetable supply was
not quite so simple a matter, and the most
ordinary grocerles often meant miles of
travel. But there was generally a locomo-
tive within call, and whoever happened
to be running the houscrhold alfalrs at the
time could send for the engineer and give
orders for the day.

“John, please take the dinilng room u,
to Gridgeville and try to get a barrcl o
potatoes and some onlons, Aud ba gure Lo
bring It back In time for dinner.™

Daily existence under such clreumstances
was o sort of plenle, but if any special
plenle was on hand they took the home
right along, Instend of haviny te leave
home to reach the scene of the festivities.
The population of the home on wheels
varled greatly during the time of Ita oc-
cupancy. At one tlme there were nearly
forty occupants, Including guests. At pres-
ent the family is a small one, but one more
big gathering will prooably be held before
the rallroad Is finlshed, anl the House MI
gratory s resolved into Its original ele
ments, conslsting of five condemned freight
CATS.
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Example of Law’s Delay

One of the linest modern Instaucss f the
law's delays and the general crassuess of
ofMicinlidom s furnished in the case of one
Motthew Hutchings, which came up betore
the court of probate in London, (he other
day. In the year 1806 the Britlsh man-of-
war Busy foundered with all bauda on
buard while om & voyage from Halifux to the

Woest Indles. Among the c¢rew was the
weting-master, Matthew Hutcehings, At the
date of the disaster n sum of L1350 was

standivg to his eredit with the admiralty,
and so it might have stood forever had not
his next of kin discovered the fuct exactly
elghty years after the disaster, Bull, It
was no simple matter to get the mouey, A
correspondence with the admiralty followed,
which lasted thirteen yenrs—from 1888 Lo
1809, At length the admiralty thought that
they saw their way to pay out the woeney,

But here the court of probate Intervenoed,
True, the man must by this 1ime have
been nbout 140; but there was the leading
cnse of Methoseluh, and evidence of his

death must be procured, This has Just been
done te the satlsfaction of the judge, and
there I8 now some of the helrs
getting their money n year or two

progpect
n

Explaining Things

Indianapolls Press: “"What I8 this here
diplomacy 7" asked the grocery lonfer.

“It I8 lMke this here.' sald the grocer
“Fer lostance, I 1 wanted to eall yeu n
liar I'd jist do so right out, but If I wanted
to be diplomacy I'd go at It sorter round.
about an' §Is' say to the surroundin' alr
that while 1 wasu't namin' no names, |
reely did belleve that a certaln red-nosed,
squint-eyved cuss that had ot at least tin
pound of my best cheese without payin' a
cent was nol #o keerful with the truth as
Bee ?
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