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Can China pay s
the powers woulid

will demand satis-
it has incurred
st for the injury

to s cltizens. Ag to the war bill, the
average will be $100,000.000 npiece.  This,
including Germany, Hussin, Japan, Eng-
land, France and the Unitoa States, will
foot up about FEoO The damoge
to the merchan's st varlous ports, the
wrecking of the legatlons al Pekin and the

destruction of the mission stations every-
where, Including compensation for the
Hves of misslonaries, will demand millions
more.  In fact, the powers will probably
nsk for about $1.000.000000, or just as

Accounts arte rendered in plece-

meal, and no provinee furnishes a balance
heot of 118 whole expenditures and revenues
There I8 never a surplus and there are

often defleits,
No lncrease s ever reporied. No one ex-
pects an Incrense, for he knows that If
stch a condition occurs the surplus will go
into the collector's pockets, Indeed, if the
ofMicinl fAgures of China are correct the
government revenues have been fulling off,
although o commerce, business and wealth
the empire has been steadily growing.
The revenues actually patd today nre
ved at T7.000,000 taels Call them
00,000, Inereasing thereby the
one-third, as the tael Is not worth
more than 75 centa.  In 16060 the
weore estimated at 100,000,000, Ony

eutl-
oven
cstimnte
I‘llll'h
revenues

hundred

FIGURING UP
much as Germany dempnded of France at
the close of the Franco-Prussian war

Can China pny it?

LI Hung Chang savs
it will have 1o give
14 Hung Chang, however, 18 a Chinese offl-
elal, a cog in the most corrupt political
machine of the world. a machine that will
have to be rebullt If the emplre s
continue, He knows that a blg national
debt means the tearing of hims=eclf and his
clags from the machinery and the modern-
Izlng of the Chinese governmoent

The truth is the Chirese conld pany the
Interest on a $1.000.000.000 doht and not
feel 1t. The present tnxes are enough for
all legitimate gevernment nnd 6
per cent on n debt three times that size.
They have now a smaller debit than any
of the great powers. 1t doos not equnl
$1 a head and amounts to loss than $£200.-
000,000,  There are no loenl delts ta speak
of. The provinees are unineumhered and

It eannot and that
up territory instend

n
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the elties and villages are unhonded; in-
deed, there 18 no country In a hetter finan-
clal condition.

As comparod wlth the grent powers,
China Is rich Eneland has cne-tonth the
people and carries w debt ten times an
great; the debt of Pronce 18 twenty times
that of Ching and the dohits of the other
nowers nre praportionntely Inree Here
fs what thev are in round numbers:  Ene-

Iand awes £2.300 000 000
000; Germany

Franee. #0250 000, -
&2 400 000 000 while Rusala

has a deht of £1 700000000 Anstrin-Hun-
gary and Ttaly each owe oleht times pn
mucrh ne the present wationnl debt of

Chinn and poor little Spain s paving in.
teresat on lonns six times as wrent,

Whnt the Chinese Deht In,

The Chinese have a harror of dehbt,

them bankruptey 1s a dlsgrace

their bills,

With
They pay

aettliine all nccounts at New
Years., They espocially dlallke debts to for-
elgners, and It Is the national polley to

keep out of them

Thelr Arat forelegn loan was In 1874, when
they horrowed $£3.000.000 nt 8 per ecent
throngh the Hong Kong nnd Shanghal bank
The loan was secured by the customs
Their chlef deht was Incurred nfter 188, In
order to pay the Jnpanese indemnity., Dur-
ing that vear they borrowed 10000 000 taels
of the FEngllsh on a twentyv-venr loan, In
1806 they neeotinted another Enelish loan
of ahnut $15.000.000 at A per cent. to run
for twenty yenre, and nt the snme time one
of nahout ERONONNDA  of the Ruasians
and French. to run thirtv-alx vears, at 4 per
cent, In 1898 and 1898 they made twa other
loans of £80.006.0060 ench of the Anglo-Qer-
means, one at [ and the other at 4% per
cent, The firat loan wne tg run thirty-six
years and the second forty-flve. Thesae and
A few other very smnll lonng, some of which
are to pay the gnuranterd Interest on rall
rond undertakinegs, comprige the total debt
of this natlon of 400000 000 peaple, owning
some of the richeat agricultural and min
ernl Innds upon earth

No one knows what the revenues of Chinn
are, The tnxes eollected are enormous, hut
70 per eent of them never gets to Pekin
the halance Is either swallowed up In the
form of costa or presents to nMelal super!-
ors. or remains In the hands of the tax
eollectors,

There g eointry fo ofMee-ridden
Thera ia a class of men known as ynmen
runners connected with all government
places, who are pald out of taxes and
fqueazes. Tt is Impossible to tell what 1s
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CHINESE DEWI
and ffty years Inter  they  approximated
"_ﬂ.]llll.\llllnll_ nnd |_.i lnter Sy I:"'”-‘." Stane
ton estimated them at $236.000,000. By the
best figures atiainable they are now some-
what as follows, in tacls:

Imperial customs,  22000,000; land tax,
20,000,000 salt tax, 10,000,000; likin, 15,000,-

A00; native customs, 5,000,000; graln tribute,
2000 000, gnd miscellaneous sources, 4,000,-
000, making a grand total of 77.000.000 taels
actually recelved,

How Taxen Are Collected,

The taxes of the empire are collected by
the board of revenue. This Is one of the
geven greal departments of the government,
It corresponds to our Treasury department

and hoas to do with all finaneinl matters
It will probhably have charge of the natlonal
debt, and all muatters of indemnity will be
lald before |t

The board af ievenue I8 known as the Hu

Pu. 1t has two presidents, one a Manchn
and one a Chinese. It has four vice presl
dents and from six to elght directors. It
has {ts superintendents, secrelaries, as-
glstani seerotarion, comptrollers and elerks.
1t nominally levies oll taxes and duties and
pays all  silavies  and allowances, The
minte are uynder I, and it has charge of the
tmperinl factories which are sttunted In AIf
ferent ports of the omplire, One of Its
burcays, that of the three trensurles, Is
devoted to the storing of the metals,
gtatlonery, =ilke and dye #tafMe of the lin-
porial family

The honrd of revenus sends out once &
year 1o ench of the provinelal governments

a Btatement of the amount it In expected to

furnleh il general government, To this
muet b ndded thoe local taxes, the civll and
milltary taxes and then the rate is fixed,
After receiving the estlmate the viceroy or

governor glves his directions to the different
offieints In mnny cases  tha taxes Are
faromwd  out  successively by the higher
oMeluls 1o those benceath them, and so
on, autil they reach the men who actually
get the money from the people

It 18 from this collection of taxes that
the Chinese officials are able to pay such

high prices for thelr oMees,
arles are practically
contages which they
their collections muke

The real sal-
nothing, but the per-
con hold back from
the high places ex
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ceedingly profitable. Some yenrs ago a col-
lector of customs at Canton was expected
to send about $1,000,000 to Pekin, whereas
the annunl receipts of his oMee were known
to be over $3.000,000. This man probably
hod o salary of & couple of thousand dol
lars a4 year, The Chinese merchants  of
Hong Koug told Lord Beresford that man
daring who had salaries of §1 000 were ac-
customed to gpend $20,000 to keep up thelr
establishments and that viceroys who re-
ceived but $6,000 had often necessary ex-

penses nmounting to as much as §35,000 a
year. Notwithstanding this, such oMeiats
usually retired from their offices rioh.

Made MilHons In Oilice,

Moderate thieving In government work |a
not considered dishonest. It s only when
the stenls are of enormous size that they
create coniment  or are noted In Chinese
history. Take Ho Kwan, for instanee, who
wins one of the high oMcials of the Em

peror Klen Lung Ho Kwan wis i pooy
Tartar, who become an ofMcinl of great
wealth and power When Kilen Lung odiod

the next emperor fearcd him and had him
decapitated. His estnte  was  conflscuted
and was found to be enormous, He had
more than 200 strings of pearls and pre
clous stones and one of the pearls was bl
ger than any In the fmperial crown, He
hand preclous stones in the rough and dia
monds made into buttons nnd also milllons
of ounces of sllver and gold.

Take LI Hung Chang. No one knows how
rich he 1s. He has bank stock, rallroad
gtock and factory stoeck everywhere, 1 im-
neine he owns forelgn bonds. His real es
tate possessions are large and he has much
In Jewels, He wears n dinmond button In
hiz eap, the gtone of which I8 a8 blg as the
end of your thumb, and he has many din-
mond rings. Sheng {8 sald 1o be rich, and
50 In all probability 18 Kang Yi and the
other cloge friends of the empross dowager,

The Innd taxes of China could pay a big
Interest on three tlmes any Indemnity the
powers will demand. More than this sum
Is annunlly colleeted, although cut of it the
government gets only 26,000 000 taels. Chinn
s a blg country and a vast amount of 1t i=
cultivated. If half the cultivated 1and were
toxed at 75 cents per acre the gross rey
enue wonld he more than 200,000 000 taels
Let us estimate it roughly at $200 000 000
Set nalde $£25.000.000 instead of 25000000
taels for the government and you have still
25000000 to pay the expenses of collec-
tion and in additlon the enormous sum of
fITo NN o, or 4 per cent om n lonn of
£1.770.000.000. The pawers cannot nek mare
than one-fourth, or at the outside one-
third, thia amount. The est'mnte of 76
contas an acre |a very low and this s on
only onehalf of the eultivated land. Tt
shows you what a surplua China  micht
hnve without the addition of a tenth of 1
per cent to s tax eate for government im-
provements {f {ta ofMeinls were honest

How Land s Held.

The Iands of Chinn nominnlly belong to
the emperor and all taxes come direetly
from the erawn., The landa are chlefly held
'n elnne or families, They are dlvided up
Into emall tracts or farms, many of which
are lega than nan acre in slze. There 1o a
thonroueh avatem of government records.
fteal eatate Is bourht and sold and  the
tranafers are reglatered. The taxes are
tevled upon Iands as Aegeribed In the goy-
ernment recaorda, but the expense of trana-
ferring 18 8o preat that the ownership
~ften pnases withont a government deed.
The eatnter descend to the eldeat mon, the
ntheor sons having ecertnln  rlehts  which
must be satisfied hefore the awnership can
nase. The dauchters never inhorit.

A part of the 1and tax 18 pald in kind and
n part In money, The tax Is estimnted
somewhnt acenrding to the amount under
erops and the farmers hrihe the enllectora
to report less crops than they actually have
in order to escape taxation,

All money taxes are In sllver, 98 per cent

fine. There are bankera eonnected with the
treasury department at Pekin who  pioss
upan the purity of the tax money as It

comes In and who are responsible for (1.

A curlous tax levied upan lands In China
Is the rice tribute This romes  chiefly
from certaln provinees In the wvalley of
the Yangtse. It was orlginally intended
for the support of the Manchu soldlers In
the capltal, but a part of It now poes to
other funda The tribute amounts to
ahout 104,000 tonm of rice annually, This
does not represent half the amount col-
lected In all the large cltles there are
fmperial granaries bullt
times of famine and for

to store rice for
MRp

the of the
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woliliers 1

Kaw rice barns ut N in und

clsewhere

The riee fAeet vhich carries th rop 1o
Pekin In of enormous extent It o b
sten upon the Grand canal, and it bos Its
chlef depot ot Tung Chow, ffteen miles
from Pekin The rice tribiin Il
by the transport department, and  there
are thousands aof boat aml Jund vihgaped
In enveving It from one plpce o wnather
The amount the government recelses from
It ix sald to be in the nelghborhomt  of
£0, 0040 POy vonr,

The Snlt Maonopaiy

The manufacture and sule of | s i
Rovernment iy Tha i CiM
mrom sen wiier, theore being porating
ponds in the provinees pedr vl One
of thee lrepst d= dor far freom 1 mouth
of the Pelho

After the salt s e B0 de 1 I iwer
to the #alt domn e 'h men
hand Wt over 1o those who hav Pl mell
Mg vy il they fnrm it ont Lo
others

Tl it etz e himtted o poomber
They re perpetanl  oaml o 1l | down

—

]
brives in about §L000 MY 4 year, and om
on the reods nnd  rashe whivh grow In
the lowlands of the river 'hin  aluft
Belengs to vernment, and theose who
puther I othast pay s any cash
Lurdie Fhere are guantitivs of recds In
Manchurin, and nlae along the Jowlands of
the Yangtse volley and othetwheres Fhiey
i W for thntel and £ fuwl

'he roorgomization of b vinpire wil
necesaitate the emplovient I forvigners
In nenrly ol places of trast, Chine cannot
pay s dobis withont European LLEY R
M X 0 | ORI BT i miv honest ool
leetors in the cmpire todny dre the forelgn
ers In the custom nnda th natives wuthiloer
thom 1oy e Yent the fmperial marl
time custon eiever e il by 8Sh
tebert Hhart, who get vy twiee na big
na that of ouy it AT s ollects nll
the gt oy i into the lmperinl
tromsnry et oo et weon 20,000,000 and
:{i-lglulllull' it L Yy il b nolnrg:
corpa of oMo ind W forvien elerks
are the best pnkd mvn o sl ey ket
bl salori ind every few years are al
Towed for gy b Buropse Tor o vaeation, with

EVEN WHEELBARROWS ARE TAXED - PASSENGERS FREAK OTHE MG AN
ERA

from father (o son In & good Metelet o thelr salacies patd  The members of the
Heense 1« often worth ne el as 810,000 Indoor stafl can have two yours’ lenve at
a yenr. The government fixes the price at the close of every seven, and those of the
uﬁlrh et s e b ol te consumers, g outdoor one year after overy ten Wven
that the man who ot v coptract mnkea or the customs depiart mont gl nlonge
loses, necording to his soloction of n district clvil service Tnes, and, althe wgh Bir Robert
and the price ol which he  pots his ealt, Hart 18 Its autocrnt, evervihiong goes by
Soma whalesalic denler wnte e much as promotion and general cleloney
20 per cont Indeed, 1t I bolleved! that FRANK (0 CARPENTER
the ®all revenies could he grently In
erensed without (vereasine the coit of the  pazppEwoon “Waorld's finest butier
sall ta the people At presont enlt cosls from pure pusteurized crsuf AL (Yot
only abont 2 conts a pound ot Shanghal o & o
and not more than 2 conte o pound nt 1an-
Wow.  The total governmoent revenue from it
according to one mthority (o 310000 000 1 e
Is eatimuted that the act | reveipts are Ll -
ahout 80000000, and af (his the merchints No tlme to
and mldMemen wnle o profit of more than ”
i pull the cork/

The Chinese salt Is not ao fine as that
gold In the United States 1t 18 dark Emergiencies call for action.
worous and full of lumps. 10 s stored In
:mH warchouses, nnd vou often see great Judément ca"’ ior
Lills of it nenr the large citles It I8 plled
up there and covered with matting until

needed for use
Saneceing the Merchnnts,
One of the grentest squeezes In Chine 1x
the

Hkin tax. Thig 1a n tax on goods In
trpnalt. 1t 1 eollected along all the water
wiava of the Chinese emplre oand Alls the

rivers and eannle with 1ttle rovenue honts
ench enmilpped with aoldlers and eannon
The oMelala thus punrd the waterwnys
and tnke thelr tall from every bt of mer
chandlse that passes through them.  The
tnxes nre supposed to bhe Axed onen, hot the
nfMeinls make them a matter of hargain
hetween themselves and the  merchanta
Some of the merchantg' unlona pay lamp
soms to have thelr goods escape Hkin
tnxes.  The Shanehnl Pleco Oonds gulld
for Instanee, had all of Htg dutles an forelen

eords so commuted for o number of venrs
The 1Htle gunhoats often hlnckmall the
merchanta, and  they mnke )l sorta of
SONNeROR

No one knows how much money is ool
tected under the plea of Nkin taxea, Mr
famleson n former  Bnelish eonsul ot
Shnnehnl, estimntes that abent $10.0600 H06

of 1kin taxes annually goen Inta the puhlie
rovenies The amount netgally enllected
prohably In severnl times that which comes
from the Imperial maritime cuatoms,
fevern] times 22000000 thels

nr
annunlly
Some Dther Queer Toses

China has all sorts of queer inxes
finrikehn men In Shanghal are thxed
wheelbarrow eenans
there are Meenges for pawnhroking,
Ing and gonds selling There
shops In every town, whicrh have to pav
nat only for the privilege of engneing in
business, hut an annnal tax thereafter. In
anme oltles the lleense conts much an
25000 and the vearly tnxes are from $50 to
$100

There are taxes on all land sales, The
legal charege 18 2 per cont on the money
value of the transfer. T.owss than this Is
usually pald, heecause the partles to the
contract put a lens consfderation In the deed
than I8 recelved. There la & legal tax on
mines, now amounting to nothine, byt
which mav vleld n Inrge rovenus when the
country I8 opened up.  There are export
tnxes and import taxes. There nre tnxes on
sllk cocnonm, and. in fact, little taxes on
meny things.

There Is & tax on oplum imports which
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